
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA CIVIL DIVISION 

 
Steven N. Gosney, 
 

Plaintiff,  
 
v.       CASE NO.:  
 
The McClatchy Co., LLC d/b/a 
Miami Herald, Brittany Norman aka 
Brittany Wallman, Individually and as a  
Reporter for the Miami Herald, and 
Sarah Blaskey, Individually and as a 
Reporter for the Miami Herald, 
 

Defendants. 
____________________________/ 
 

COMPLAINT 
 

Plaintiff, Steven N. Gosney (hereinafter Gosney), by and through undersigned counsel, 

hereby files this Complaint against Defendants, The McClatchy Co., LLC d/b/a Miami Herald 

(hereinafter Miami Herald), Brittany Norman aka Brittany Wallman, Individually and as Reporter 

for the Miami Herald (hereinafter Wallman), and Sarah Blaskey, Individually and as a Reporter for 

the Miami Herald (hereinafter Blaskey), and alleges as follows: 

THE PARTIES AND JURISDICTION 

1. This is a civil action by Plaintiff against Defendants for actions that took place in 

Miami-Dade, Florida with damages far exceeding $50,000, exclusive of interest, costs, and 

attorney’s fees, which invokes the jurisdiction of this Honorable Court. 

2. Plaintiff is an individual practicing attorney residing in Miami, Florida. 

3. Defendant Miami Herald is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of 

the State of Delaware with its operating headquarters located at either 11410 N.W. 20th St., Miami, 

Florida, 33172 or 3511 N.W. 91st Ave, Doral, Florida 33172. 
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4. The Miami Herald is a news business with a primary area of circulation in the South 

Florida counties of Miami-Dade, Broward, and Monroe, but has a substantial national and 

international online presence. 

5. It is believed that Defendant Wallman is an individual residing in the Miami-Dade 

Florida area and was employed by Miami Herald as a journalist at all relevant times to this 

complaint. 

6. It is believed that Defendant Blaskey is an individual residing in the Miami-Dade 

Florida area and was employed by Miami Herald as a journalist at all relevant times to this 

complaint. 

7. Wallman and Blaskey, both individually and per the directions of Miami Herald, 

published articles about Gosney soon after he was employed as an Assistant State Attorney in the 

Miami area. 

8. The subject of this Complaint alleges that Defendants’ either intentionally or 

negligently published false disparaging statements of fact with the malicious intent to interfere 

with Gosney’s professional career and defame his character. 

9. The alleged publications that are the subject of this complaint were originally 

published from and/or in Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

10. Venue is proper in this Court as the Defendants operate their business and/or reside 

in Miami-Dade and the publications at issue, for the causes of action, originated in Miami-Dade, 

Florida. 

11. All pre-suit requirements have either been satisfied or waived, including pre-suit 

notice to media defendants in a defamation action per Fla. Stat. § 770.01 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

A. Pre-Defamatory and Tortious Interference Background 
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12. After law school and receiving a masters degree in criminal justice, Mr. Gosney has 

focused his many years of ethical advocacy in the area of criminal law and is a board-certified criminal trial 

lawyer.  He is also a known advocate for strong prosecutorial ethical standards, is qualified to argue death 

penalty appeals and has argued before the Florida Supreme Court on many occasions.  

13. Further, during his many years of criminal advocacy, Mr. Gosney has authored many law 

review articles and books on criminal law topics.  

14. Gosney enjoys writing as part of his career and has engaged in fictional writing that takes 

from both the good and bad experiences of criminal prosecution and defense. One of Gosney’s fictional 

books, Death Penalty Desires, is a crime novel that portrays situations regularly encountered by criminal 

practitioners (as well as commonly depicted in other fictional crime novels), such as criminal subculture, 

adult language, rape and murder, prosecutorial misconduct, and the anti-social views of persons within the 

criminal justice system. 

15. The fictitious crime novel contained a morality play about two murders, a trial, and the 

death penalty, how an innocent person can be sent to death row based on prosecutorial misconduct, and 

ethical lapses of those involved in the criminal justice system. 

16. At the time in question, Gosney offered two versions of the novel: a PG version, and an R 

rated version, which was available only on Gosney’s private website and contained disclaimers as to the 

content of the book for purchasers.   

17. The R-rated version contained the following disclaimer: “There is a lot of reality here, but 

also a load of creative licenses. Try not to draw conclusions about the author from the content herein!” 

18. On Wednesday, June 26, 2024, due to his academic accomplishments and reputation, 

Gosney was hired as an Assistant State Attorney in Miami to assist in the many challenges confronting that 

office, including conviction integrity, policy development including Brady compliance, and strengthening 

the ethics in the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office.  
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19. Unfortunately, The Miami Herald along with Wallman and Blaskey did not agree 

with the hiring of Gosney and purposefully began pressuring the State Attorney’s office to fire 

Gosney through publications attempting to equate Gosney’s personal views and beliefs with 

villains in his fictional book. 

20. Wallman interviewed Gosney on or around July 3, 2024. 

21. Per the topics discussed and questions posed at the interview, it was apparent that 

Defendants were prepared to write an article about Gosney that aligned his character, political 

beliefs and morality upon the fictional villains of his book. 

22. During the interview, Gosney explained to Wallman that his personal, social and 

political beliefs were not a reflection of the villains in his book and that they were in place to give 

a dramatic picture of the system and its flaws as opposed to endorsing any misogynistic beliefs or 

social taboos. In fact, Gosney made it clear that he did not endorse the behaviors of the villains in 

his fictional book. 

23. During the interview, Wallman admitted that she had not read all of his book at the 

time of the interview. 

24. However, within hours of the interview, Defendants published a disparaging article 

about Gosney with the intent to humiliate his character and gain public support for his firing. 

B. The July 3, 2024 Article  

25. Within hours of the interview with Gosney, on July 3, 2024, despite knowledge of 

the actual falsity of their statements, and/or acting in reckless disregard of the truth, Defendants 

published the first hit piece against Mr. Gosney. Exhibit “A” (hereinafter the First Article). 

26. There was no other purpose of this First Article being published in The Miami Herald other 

than to be used as sensationalized reporting and a personal attack upon Gosney, with complete disregard of 
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its truth or the negative impact the article could have upon the career of a man who was trying to make a 

difference in the local State Attorney’s office. 

27. Gosney’s career is ruined by Defendants simply because he wrote a fictional book that had 

villains who used language and had views that were offensive to readers, which is the very purpose of a 

villain in a fictional story. 

28. The First Article took a few socially negative phrases and themes associated with villains 

from a fictional book and wrongly imputed those negativities upon the character and morality of Gosney, 

simply because he was the author of that fictional book depicting a villain. 

29. The First Article cited, out of context, the most salacious contents of the fictional novel to 

falsely imply it was a “sex novel” while ignoring the main themes and purposes of the novel, as well as 

disregarding the corrections to their narrative explained by Gosney prior to publication. 

30. The First article contained the following specific false statements about the Plaintiff:  

a. The headline of Defendants First Article states: “Women are sex objects in 

sadomasochistic novel by man hired to train Miami prosecutors.”   

i. By reading that headline, it leaves readers with the impression that Gosney is a 

man who views women as sex objects for his desires as a sadomasochist and now 

he is training Miami prosecutors, which will tarnish the State Attorneys’ office.   

ii. The artfully written headline invokes interest from the reader with a negative 

question of “why would Miami prosecutors be trained by one that is a 

sadomasochist and sees women as sex objects.” 

iii. The artfully written headline does nothing to dispel the immediate negative 

imputation upon Gosney and, as will be seen below, the entire article is slanted 

significantly against Gosney. 

iv. Further, the focus of the book Death Penalty Desires is a not sadomasochism or  

focused on depicting women as sex objects, but instead, there are two villains that 
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have sadist tendencies, which is encompassed in a few sentences within the entire 

novel. 

v. Also, although there are villains in the fictional book that do look at women as sex 

objects, the prevailing theme is that women are strong and able to overcome 

adversity, even when objectified by villain men. 

vi. There should not have even been a story about Mr. Gosney’s fictional book that 

also encompasses his new position with the State Attorney, as it was completely 

unrelated to the training he was to provide the state attorney’s office. 

b. The body of the article goes on to state: “The vast majority of females in the book are 

described with vulgar disrespect by the various characters and the narrator.”  

i. “Vast majority” is defined as “the greatest part of something, to the point 

where alternatives are nearly irrelevant in size” (Wiktionary.org0F

1); and “almost all 

of a group” (Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English). 

ii. It is absolutely not true that the vast majority of females in the book are described 

with vulgar disrespect by the various characters or Gosney.  There are a few parts 

of the book where villains do describe a few females with disrespect, but it is not 

the theme of the book and is simply the thoughts of negatively portrayed villains 

in a fictitious book that would have no bearing on the character of Gosney or his 

ability to train or work with prosecuting attorneys. 

iii. The sentence falsely equates the words, thoughts, and actions of villains, within a 

fictional novel, as the opinions of the Gosney, and associates this authorship of the 

fictitious book as something that should disqualify him from his job. 

c. The First Article cherry picks some of the most sensitive and emotionally charged aspects 

of the villains portrayed in the book in an intentional attempt to falsely support the above 

 
1 Wiktionary.org is a reference tool that provides community driven definitions, as understood by the general 
public, such as the audience of The Miami Herald. 
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sentence along with the false premise that men controlling or dominating women against 

their will are the prevailing subject throughout the novel and are endorsed by Gosney. 

d. However, Defendants selectively leave out any portions of the book that would show that 

the book was truly about the flawed humans that work in a broken legal system with 

undertones of women being able to overcome adversity and make negatives into positives. 

e. The statement “Most female characters are portrayed as sex objects” is false and 

defamatory.  

i. Although there are a few villains in the book that have misogynistic views, the 

book casts these thoughts and characters in a negative light. 

ii. There are around 35 female characters in the book (13 main female characters and 

another 22 minor female characters), from which only 6 of those characters were 

associated with sexual references. 

f. The statement “The book equates being female with being submissive” is false and 

defamatory and meant to interfere with Gosney’s position with the State Attorney.  

i. Even if this statement was true there is no basis to align this fictional book with 

Gosney’s ability to do his job. 

ii. However, this statement is not true as the novel does not equate being female with 

being submissive. In fact, the main female character’s arc is one of learning to 

stand up for herself. 

iii. Also, female lawyer Josephine Roy, Esq. handles the mitigation in a penalty phase 

of a death penalty case all by herself and at no point needs “help” from any male, 

as was stated in the First Article. And, between her and her husband, she is the 

attorney who is qualified to handle death cases. 

iv. There is nothing within the book that would indicate that Gosney was of the belief 

that being female implies submissiveness. 

g. The subheading “FEMALE HEROES?” is false and defamatory.  

NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - 



i. The false and misleading subheading supports Defendant’s preconceived false 

narrative that Gosney is misogynistic. 

ii. In fact, the novel contains many female heroes.  

1. The lead character, Amanda Carey Smallwood, evolves and learns to stand 

up for herself; she takes care of her dying father, helps in the jail with 

fellow prisoners, and is positively portrayed overall. 

2. The female defense attorney, Josephine Roy, Esq., is a hero defense 

attorney who professionally handles the penalty phase of a death penalty 

case and is positively portrayed. 

3. The female character Corporal Denique Omeika Terrell is heroic and is 

positively portrayed. 

4. The female secretary, Mae Lombard, is a voice of conscience to the male 

lead character and is positively portrayed. 

5. The female Russian Friend, Natasha, is positively portrayed. 

6. The female Celina Johannessen, juror 27, is positively portrayed. 

7. The female prosecutor who handles the penalty phase of the death penalty 

trial is positively portrayed (in contrast with the male villain prosecutor 

Johns). 

8. Amanda’s father’s hospice nurse, Mrs. Althea Maria Santos, is positively 

portrayed. 

9. Natalie, who befriends the lead character in college, is positively 

portrayed. 

iii. Again, it is the sensationalized tag lines and emotion grabbers used by the 

Defendants to purposely falsely cast Gosney in a misogynistic light with the intent 

of harming his reputation and career. 
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C. The August 2, 2024 Article 

31. On August 2, 2024, despite knowledge of the actual falsity of her statements, and acting in 

reckless disregard of the truth, Wallman and the Miami Herald published, printed, and distributed the second 

hit piece against Mr. Gosney (attached as Exhibit “B”) (hereinafter the Second Article). 

32. The fact that the Second Article was published further supports the malicious intent of the 

Defendants to harm Gosney. 

33. The Second Article contained the following specific false statements about the Plaintiff:  

a. The headline “Lawyer who wrote sadomasochistic novel is cutting ties with Miami State 

Attorney’s Office” is false and defamatory, for the same reasons as stated above: it is not a 

“sadomasochistic novel.” 

b. Within the Second Article, the statement “Two months after the Miami-Dade State 

Attorney’s Office hired a lawyer to train new prosecutors, he is leaving the job amid 

controversy over his recently self-published novel rife with sexual violence and 

misogyny” is false and defamatory because it implies that sexual violence and misogyny 

are the primary subject matter of the book and that it was his association with sexual 

violence and misogyny that caused him to lose his employment. 

c. The statement “His sex novel contained few positive depictions of women” is false and 

defamatory, which was explained above. 

d. As in the first article, the Second Article cherry picks the most emotionally charged 

language of the book and uses it to falsely equate the words, thoughts, and actions of 

villains within a fictional novel as the opinions of the author and then aligns them with the 

reason he lost his job. 

34. Upon information and belief, the aforesaid Miami Herald articles were written by Wallman 

and/or Blaskey in Florida and the article was reviewed, edited, and approved for publication by the Miami 

Herald, which was published to the entire Miami Herald readership, to include national and international 

readers. 

NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - NOT AN OFFICIAL COPY - PUBLIC ACCESS - 



35. Defendant's statements and innuendos about Gosney were false and made with 

actual malice, as Defendant knew or should have known the statements were false or were made 

with reckless disregard of whether it was false or not. 

36. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant's defamatory statements, Plaintiff has 

suffered harm, including but not limited to loss of a job, damage to reputation, significant 

emotional distress and anguish, and economic loss. 

37. In fact, these articles reached peers and judges in the legal community, some of 

which is evidenced by the following:  

a. The Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers-Miami-Chapter refused 

working with Gosney and called for his termination;  

b. The Miami-Dade Chapter of the Florida Association of Women’s Lawyers refused 

to work with Gosney and called for his termination;  

c. It is believed the article moved a Judge on the 3rd DCA to forward the Herald article 

to Gosney's employer, Ms. Rundle, following up with a phone call to express her 

concerns about Gosney's assignments, based solely on the defamatory content of 

the article; 

d. Many others that are known and unknown believed the falsities of these articles 

that resulted in Gosney losing his job and blackballing him from his established 

profession in criminal law. 

38. It is clear, that because of the false articles published by Defendants, Gosney has 

been significantly damaged both personally and professionally. 
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CAUSE OF ACTION 

Count I: Defamation – The McClatchy Co. d/b/a/ The Miami Herald 

39. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 38 as if fully set forth herein. 

40. The Miami Herald to include employees Wallman and Blaskey negligently 

published false statements and innuendos of fact concerning Plaintiff’s character, political beliefs 

and morality with the intent to harm Gosney in his profession and office. 

41. The Miami Herald knowingly published false statements and innuendos of fact 

concerning Plaintiff’s character, political beliefs and morality with the intent to harm Gosney in 

his profession and office. 

42. The Miami Herald published these false statements of facts to third parties locally, 

nationally and internationally. 

43. The Miami Herald acted with actual malice in making these false statements of 

facts as they were made with knowledge that they were false or with reckless disregard for their 

truth. 

44. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant's defamatory statements, Plaintiff has 

suffered harm, including but not limited to loss of a job, damage to reputation, emotional distress, 

and economic loss. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in favor of 

Plaintiff and against The Miami Herald and awarding all damages permitted by law for such cause 

of action, to include compensatory damages to be determined by the proper finders of fact and law 

and any other such relief this Court deems proper. 
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Count II – Defamation – Wallman, Indvidually 
 

45. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 38 as if fully set forth herein. 

46. Wallman, as an individual, negligently published false statements and innuendos of 

fact concerning Plaintiff’s character, political beliefs and morality with the intent to harm Gosney 

in his profession and office. 

47. Wallman knowingly published false statements and innuendos of fact concerning 

Plaintiff’s character, political beliefs and morality with the intent to harm Gosney in his profession 

and office. 

48. Wallman published these false statements of facts to third parties locally, nationally 

and internationally. 

49. Wallman acted with actual malice in making these false statements of facts as they 

were made with knowledge that they were false or with reckless disregard for their truth. 

50. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant's defamatory statements, Plaintiff has 

suffered harm, including but not limited to loss of a job, damage to reputation, emotional distress, 

and economic loss. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in favor of 

Plaintiff and against Wallman and awarding all damages permitted by law for such cause of action, 

to include compensatory damages to be determined by the proper finders of fact and law and any 

other such relief this Court deems proper. 

Count III – Defamation – Blaskey, Individually 

51. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 38 as if fully set forth herein. 
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52. Blaskey, as an individual, negligently published false statements and innuendos of 

fact concerning Plaintiff’s character, political beliefs and morality with the intent to harm Gosney 

in his profession and office. 

53. Blaskey published false statements and innuendos of fact concerning Plaintiff’s 

character, political beliefs and morality with the intent to harm Gosney in his profession and office. 

54. Blaskey published these false statements of facts to third parties locally, nationally 

and internationally. 

55. Blaskey acted with actual malice in making these false statements of facts as they 

were made with knowledge that they were false or with reckless disregard for their truth. 

56. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant's defamatory statements, Plaintiff has 

suffered harm, including but not limited to loss of a job, damage to reputation, emotional distress, 

and economic loss. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in favor of 

Plaintiff and against Blaskey and awarding all damages permitted by law for such cause of action, 

to include compensatory damages to be determined by the proper finders of fact and law and any 

other such relief this Court deems proper. 

Count IV – Tortious Interference with a Business Relationship –  
The McClatchy Co. d/b/a The Miami Herald 

 
57. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 38 as if fully set forth herein. 

58. As of June 26, 2024 Plaintiff had an established identifiable employment position 

with the State Attorney’s office in Miami. 

59. The Miami Herald, to include employees Wallman and Blaskey, knew that Gosney 

had an employment position with the State Attorney’s Office and, through two publications, 
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intentionally interfered with Gosney’s employment with the State Attorney’s Office without legal 

justification or any privilege to do so. 

60. The Miami Herald’s intentional interference with Gosney’s job proximately caused 

Gosney to lose his job with the State Attorney’s Office, from which Gosney suffered great financial 

harm. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in favor of 

Plaintiff and against The Miami Herald and awarding all damages permitted by law for such cause 

of action, to include compensatory damages to be determined by the proper finders of fact and law 

and any other such relief this Court deems proper. 

Count V - Tortious Interference with a Business Relationship –  
Wallman, Individually 

 
61. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 38 as if fully set forth herein. 

62. As of June 26, 2024 Plaintiff had an established identifiable employment position 

with the State Attorney’s office in Miami. 

63. Wallman, individually, knew that Gosney had an employment position with the 

State Attorney’s Office and, through two publications, intentionally interfered with Gosney’s 

employment with the State Attorney’s Office without legal justification or any privilege to do so. 

64. Wallman’s intentional interference with Gosney’s job proximately caused Gosney 

to lose his job with the State Attorney’s Office, from which Gosney suffered great financial harm. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in favor of 

Plaintiff and against Wallman and awarding all damages permitted by law for such cause of action, 

to include compensatory damages to be determined by the proper finders of fact and law and any 

other such relief this Court deems proper. 
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Count VI - Tortious Interference with a Business Relationship –  
Blaskey, Individually 

 
65. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 38 as if fully set forth herein. 

66. As of June 26, 2024 Plaintiff had an established identifiable employment position 

with the State Attorney’s office in Miami. 

67. Blaskey, individually, knew that Gosney had an employment position with the State 

Attorney’s Office and, through two publications, intentionally interfered with Gosney’s 

employment with the State Attorney’s Office without legal justification or any privilege to do so. 

68. Blaskey’s intentional interference with Gosney’s job proximately caused Gosney to 

lose his job with the State Attorney’s Office, from which Gosney suffered great financial harm. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in favor of 

Plaintiff and against Blaskey and awarding all damages permitted by law for such cause of action, 

to include compensatory damages to be determined by the proper finders of fact and law and any 

other such relief this Court deems proper. 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

 Plaintiff hereby demands a trial by jury on all issues so triable. 

Dated: September 08, 2025.    Respectfully submitted, 
 

PARRISH & GOODMAN, PLLC 
 
/s/ Joseph E. Parrish, Esq.   
JOSEPH E. PARRISH, ESQ. 
FBN: 690058 
ROBERT H. GOODMAN, ESQ. 
FBN: 1008059 
MEGAN E. SHAW, ESQ. 
FBN: 103174 
Parrish & Goodman, PLLC 
13031 McGregor Blvd., STE 8 
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Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Phone: (813) 643-4529 
Facsimile: (813) 315-6535 
jparrish@parrishgoodman.com 
rgoodman@parrishgoodman.com 
mshaw@parrishgoodman.com 
kcumbee@parrishgoodman.com 
rwilliams@parrishgoodman.com 
Counsel for Plaintiff 
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Exhibit “A” 
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