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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:     SCHEDULE OF HOLIDAYS FOR 	 No. 646 Judicial Administration Docket 
YEAR  2027 FOR STAFFS OF  
THE APPELLATE COURTS AND  
THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE  
OF PENNSYLVANIA COURTS 

ORDER
PER CURIAM:
	 AND NOW, this 5th day of November, 2025, it is hereby ordered that the following 
paid holidays for calendar year 2027 will be observed on the dates specified below by all employees 
of the appellate courts and the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts:

	 January 01, 2027	 New Year’s Day
	 January 18, 2027	 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
	 February 15, 2027	 Presidents’ Day 
	 March 26, 2027	 Good Friday
	 May 31, 2027	 Memorial Day 
	 June 18, 2027	 Juneteenth
	 July 05, 2027	 Independence Day 
	 September 06, 2027	 Labor Day
	 October 11, 2027	 Columbus Day 
	 November 11, 2027	 Veterans’ Day 
	 November 25, 2027	 Thanksgiving Day
	 November 26, 2027	 Day after Thanksgiving
	 December 24, 2027	 Christmas 

________________________________________________________________

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY

_________________________________

No.  27 of 2025
__________________________________

President Judge General Court Regulation 

In re: Adoption of Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Domestic Relations Rules 1940.3 and 1940.4

ORDER

   AND NOW, this 16th day of December, 2025, the Board of Judges of Philadelphia County 
having voted at the Board of Judges’ meeting held on November 20, 2025, to adopt  Phila.DR.R. 
1940.3 and 1040.4, as attached to this Order, and as required by Pa.R.J.A. 103, the Supreme Court 
Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee has reviewed the attached local rules, has deter-
mined that Phila. Dr.R. 1940.3 and 1940.4 are not inconsistent with applicable statewide rules and 
has authorized their promulgation.

NOW, therefore, it is hereby ORDERED and DECREED Philadelphia Court of 
Common Pleas Domestic Relations Rules 1940.3 and 1940.4 are adopted, as attached, effective 
thirty days after publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

	 As required by Pa.R.J.A. 103(d), the local rule which follows this Order was submitted 
to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Orphans’ Court Procedural Rules Committee for review, 
and written notification has been received from the Rules Committee certifying that the local rule 
is not inconsistent with any general rule of the Supreme Court. This Order and the attached local 
rule shall be filed with the Office of Judicial Records (formerly the Prothonotary, Clerk of Courts 
and Clerk of Quarter Sessions) in a docket maintained for Administrative Orders issued by the First 
Judicial District of Pennsylvania. As required by Pa.R.J.A. 103(d)(5)(ii), two certified copies of this 
Administrative Order and the attached local rule, as well as one copy of the Administrative Order 
and local rule shall be distributed for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. As required by Pa.R.J.A. 
103(d)(6) one certified copy of this Administrative Order and local rule shall be filed with the 
Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts, shall be published on the website of the First Judicial 
District at http://courts.phila.gov, and shall be incorporated in the compiled set of local rules no later 
than 30 days following publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Copies of the Administrative Order 
and local rules shall also be published in The Legal Intelligencer and will be submitted to American 
Lawyer Media, Jenkins Memorial Law Library, and the Law Library for the First Judicial District.  
					     BY THE COURT:

	 				  
/s/ Nina Wright Padilla 					   
______________________________________

					     NINA WRIGHT PADILLA	  
					     President Judge, Court of Common Pleas
					     Philadelphia County

Custody Mediation Orientation
Rule 1940.3 		  Order for Orientation Session and Mediation. Selection of Mediator

(a)	 Except as provided in (c) below, in an action for modification of custody, the parties 
shall attend a custody mediation orientation session prior to the scheduled Custody 
Conciliation Conference. 

(b)	 An orientation session is an initial meeting between parties, and a mediator pursu-
ant to Local Rule 1940.4 below, to educate the parties concerning the mediation 
process so that an informed choice can be made about continued participation in 
that process. The mediation is confidential at the point, if any, that mediation com-
mences during, or after, the initial orientation session. 

(c)	 An orientation session shall not be mandated if a party or a party’s child is or has 
been the subject of abuse either during the pendency of the action or within 24 
months preceding the filing of the action.

Rule 1940.4	 Minimum Qualifications for Mediators
(a) A mediator must meet, at a minimum, the following requirements: 

1. hold a post-graduate level degree in law, or a mental health field such as a psychiatry, 
psychology, counseling or family therapy.

2. have successfully completed basic training in a divorce and custody mediation program 
approved by the Academy of Family Mediators or equivalent program, such as a program approved 
by the Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, or its substantial equivalent. 

3. certify that Mediator Professional Liability Insurance is maintained. 
4. continued compliance with the ethical standards and any continuing educational 

requirements of the Academy of Family Mediators, the Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, or their 
substantial equivalent. 
(b) The Court shall have the authority, upon cause shown, to decertify any Philadelphia County 
custody mediator who has not complied with the foregoing local rule.

_______________________________________________________
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:					     NO. 1028

ORDER AMENDING RULES  1241, 1242,  
1501, 1514, 1601, AND 1608 OF THE  
PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF JUVENILE  
COURT PROCEDURE 

SUPREME COURT RULES DOCKET 
ORDER

PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 1st day of December, 2025, upon the recommendation of the Juvenile 
Court Procedural Rules Committee, the proposal having been published for public comment at 54 
Pa.B. 2065 (April 20, 2024): 

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania 
that Rules 1241, 1242, 1501, 1514, 1601, and 1608 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court 
Procedure are amended in the attached form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
July 1, 2026.
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DISTRICT COURT

NOTICE
1. Counsel shall promptly notify the dep-
uty clerk to each judge before whom 
he/she has a case listed upon becoming 
attached for trial in another court.  To be 
accorded recognition, a busy slip, using the 
designated form, MUST be filed in Room 
2609 before 1 p.m. on the day after counsel 
becomes attached.
2. Cases in the trial pools do not necessar-
ily appear in the order in which they will be 
called. Counsel should therefore be ready 
to begin trial upon receiving telephone call 
notice, subject to the following:
(a)  Counsel whose cases are in the pools 
will be given 48 hours’ notice, if feasible, 
but not less than 24 hours notice to ready 
for trial with witnesses.
(b)  It is counsel’s responsibility to check 
with each judge’s deputy clerk on the 
status and movement of criminal and civil 
cases in that judge’s pool.
(c)  Counsel will not be required to com-
mence trial less than 24 hours after com-
pleting trial of another case.

W. BEETLESTONE
Chief Judge

BEETLESTONE, CH. J.
Courtroom 10A

Courtroom Deputy: Mike Beck
Phone: (267) 299-7459

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Change of Plea Hearing
11:30 A.M.

25-cr-0227____________
USA v. POLANCO-LOPEZ

______
SANCHEZ, J.

COURTROOM 14B
Courtroom Deupty: Nancy DeLisle

Phone: (267) 299-7789

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Pretrial Conference/Hearing
09:30 A.M.

22-cr-0291____________
USA v. SOLTANI

______
P.S. DIAMOND, J.

Courtroom 14A
Courtroom Deputy: Lenora K. Wittje

Phone: (267) 299-7789

____________
______

QUINONES ALEJANDRO, J.
Courtroom 8B

Secretary/Civil Deputy, Nicole Phillippi
(267) 299-7461

Criminal Deputy Clerk, Nicole Phillippi
(267) 299-7461

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Change of Plea Hearing
11:30 A.M.

24-cr-0219____________
USA v. DELGADO

______

12:30 P.M.
24-cr-0061____________

USA v. WILLIAMS
______

Sentencing
10:30 A.M.

25-cr-0301____________
USA v. PATEL

______
SCHMEHL, J.

Courtroom The Gateway 
Building Reading, PA
Courtroom Deputy: Brian Dixon

Phone: (610) 320-5099
Reading, PA 19601

3rd flr., Rm. 3041 when in Phila.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Final Pretrial Conference
10:00 A.M.

21-cv-0927____________
Kirhizau et al v. Pabon et al

______
Motion Hearing

01:30 P.M.
22-cv-0404____________

JUCHHEIM v. JULABO USA, INC. e
______

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 
2025

Settlement Conference
11:30 A.M.

23-cv-0489____________
HUNTE v. LEHIGH VALLEY HOSPITA

______
Status Conference/Hearing

02:30 P.M.
25-cv-2591____________

D’ELIA v. JUST ASSOCIATES,INC.
______

G.A. MCHUGH, J.
Civil Deputy: Patricia Clark

Phone: 267 299-7301
Criminal Deputy: Patricia Clark

Phone: 267-299-7301

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025
Motion Hearing

09:30 A.M.
25-cr-0008____________

USA v. BLAKLEY
______

25-cr-0008____________
USA v. BLAKLEY

______
KEARNEY, J.
Courtroom 6B

Deputy Clerk: Ulrike Hevener
Phone: (267) 299-7688

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Pretrial Conference/Hearing
11:15 A.M.

25-cv-5135____________
LIFETIME WELL LLC v. IBSPOT.CO

______
PAPPERT, J.

Courtroom 11A
Courtroom Deputy: Katie Rolon

Phone: (267) 299-7531

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Revocation Superv Rls-FinalHrg
10:00 A.M.

07-cr-0439____________
USA v. JOHNSON

______
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025

Motion Hearing
10:00 A.M.

23-cv-3884____________
PETTIT v. CHESTER COUNTY et al

______
Revocation Superv Rls-FinalHrg

02:00 P.M.
23-cr-0077____________

USA v. JOHNSON
______

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 
2025

Change of Plea Hearing
11:00 A.M.

25-cr-0434____________
USA v. ADAMSKY

______
J.F. LEESON, JR., J.

Courtroom Edward Cahn 
Federal Bldg Allentown, PA

Courtroom Deputy: Diane Abeles
Phone: (610) 391-7020

Chambers of the Honorable Joseph F. Leeson, Jr..
United States District Court

Eastern District of PA.
Edward N, Cahn U.S. Courthouse, Suite 3401

504 W. Hamilton St.
Allentown, PA 18101

4th Flr., Rm. 4000 when in Phila.

____________
______

C.F. KENNEY, J.
Criminal Deputy: Shelli MacElderry

phone 267-299-7541
Civil Deputy: Shelli MacElderly

phone 267-299-7541
Chambers of the Honorable Chad F. Kenney..

United States District Court
Eastern District of PA.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Sentencing
09:30 A.M.

24-cr-0443____________
USA v. YOUNG

______
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 

2025
Settlement Conference

09:30 A.M.
22-cv-5043____________

SB PB VICTORY LP v. TONNELLE N
______

J.D. WOLSON, J.
Civil Deputy: Jeannine Abed 

Phone: (267) 299-7321
Criminal Deputy: Laura Buenzle

Phone: (267)299-7239

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025
Sentencing

10:00 A.M.
24-cr-0191____________

USA v. MORALES SIERRA
______

J.M. YOUNGE, J.
Courtroom 15B

Courtroom Deputy: Dedra Brannan
Phone: (267) 299-7361

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Sentencing
12:30 P.M.

24-cr-0177____________
USA v. CINTRON

______
K. S.. MARSTON, J.

Courtroom 16B
Courtroom Deputy: Mark Rafferty

phone: (267) 299-7379
____________

______
J. M. GALLAGHER, J.

Courtroom Edward Cahn 
Federal Bldg Allentown, PA

Courtroom Deputy: Christine Stein
Phone: (610) 391-7012

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Evidentiary Hearing
01:30 P.M.

25-cr-0166____________
USA v. FERNANDES

______
PEREZ, J.

COURTROOM 10B
Courtroom Deupty: Mia Harvey

267-299-7589
____________

______
HODGE, J.

Courtroom 15A
Courtroom Deputy: Leesa Ciamaichelo 267-299-

7559
____________

______
MURPHY, J.

Courtroom 3B
Courtroom Deputy: Kerry Christy 267-299-7510

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Change of Plea Hearing
02:00 P.M.

24-cr-0003____________
USA v. MOUSSA

______
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025

Evidentiary Hearing
09:30 A.M.

24-cr-0003____________
USA v. MCCRACKEN

______
24-cr-0003____________

USA v. MUSE
______

24-cr-0003____________
USA v. ABDUL-HAKIM

______
24-cr-0003____________

USA v. FOSQUE
______

24-cr-0003____________
USA v. COLEMAN

______
24-cr-0003____________

USA v. MOUSSA
______

24-cr-0003____________
USA v. SQUIRE

______
Motion Hearing

09:30 A.M.
24-cr-0003____________

USA v. MCCRACKEN
______

24-cr-0003____________
USA v. MUSE

______
24-cr-0003____________

USA v. ABDUL-HAKIM
______

24-cr-0003____________
USA v. FOSQUE

______
24-cr-0003____________

USA v. COLEMAN
______

24-cr-0003____________
USA v. MOUSSA

______
24-cr-0003____________

USA v. SQUIRE
______

SCOTT, J.
Courtroom 13B

Courtroom Deputy: Susan Flaherty
Phone: 267-299-7598

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025
Final Pretrial Conference

10:00 A.M.
23-cv-1222____________

AMELOTTI v. DREXEL UNIVERSITY
______

Motion Hearing
10:00 A.M.

23-cv-1222____________
AMELOTTI v. DREXEL UNIVERSITY

______
COSTELLO, J.
Courtroom 6A

Courtroom Deputy: Michael Coyle
Phone:  (267) 299-7720       

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Arraignment
10:00 A.M.

25-cr-0506____________
USA v. KREBS

______
Status Conference/Hearing

11:00 A.M.
24-cv-0026____________

MURTAUGH v. GOGGIN & 
DUCKWORTH

______
HENRY, J.

Courtroom The Holmes Bldg 
Easton, PA

Courtroom Deputy: Tanya Allender
Phone:  (610) 333-1833

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Motion Hearing
09:30 A.M.

24-cv-2627____________
LEHIGH VALLEY 1 LLC v. WHITEHA

______
24-cv-2709____________

LEHIGH VALLEY 1 LLC v. SAUCON
______

Pretrial Conference/Hearing
10:30 A.M.

25-cv-5566____________
MILLER v. JOHN F. MARTIN & SON

______
WEILHEIMER, J.
Courtroom TBD

Courtroom Deputy: Sheila McCurry
Phone:  (267) 299-7769

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025
Status Conference/Hearing

08:45 A.M.
25-cr-0183____________

USA v. WILLIAMS
______

25-cr-0183____________
USA v. NICHOLS

______
H. BARTLE, III, S.J.

Courtroom 16A
Courtroom Deputy: Nicole Spicer

Phone: (267) 299-7389
____________

______
J. R. PADOVA, S.J.

Courtroom 17B  
Courtroom Deputy: Malissa Wolenski

Phone: (215) 597-1178

____________
______

A. B. BRODY, S.J.
Courtroom 7B

Scheduling/Deputy Clerk: Joseph Walton
Phone: 215-597-7431

ESR-Courtroom Deputy: Jim Scheidt
Phone: 267-299-7439

____________

______
R. SURRICK, S.J.

8A
Courtroom Deputy: Tashia Reynolds

Phone: (267) 299-7631

____________
______

C.M. RUFE,S.J.
Scheduling/Deputy Clerk: Erica Pratt 

Phone: (267) 299 -7499

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Sentencing
10:30 A.M.

20-cr-0260____________
USA v. BYRD
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______
M. BAYLSON, S.J.

Courtroom 3A
Courtroom Deputy: Lori DeSanti

Phone: (267) 299-7291
____________

______
T. J. SAVAGE, S.J.

Courtroom 9A
Courtroom Deputy: Alex Eggert 

Phone: 267-299-7489

____________
______

J. H. SLOMSKY, S.J.
Courtroom 13A

Courtroom Deputy: Kelly Haggerty
Phone: (267) 299-7349

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025
Pretrial Conference/Hearing

02:30 P.M.
23-cv-2410____________

CIERI v. AIR LIQUID SYSTEMS CO
______

C. S. WELLS, M.J.
Courtroom 3F

Deputy Clerk: Edward Andrews
Phone: (267) 299-7833

____________
______

E.T. HEY, M.J.
Courtroom 3I

Courtroom Deputy: Lara Karlson
Phone: (267) 299-7671

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025
Detention Hearing

01:30 P.M.
25-cr-0512____________

USA v. CAMPBELL
______

25-mj-2407____________
USA v. HYPPOLITE

______
L.A. SITARSKI, M.J.

Courtroom 3E
Deputy Clerk: Regina M. Zarnowski

Phone: 267-299-7810
____________

______
REID , M.J.

Courtroom 3C
3042 US Courthouse

601 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Courtroom as assigned

Ian Broderick,  Deputy Clerk
(267) 299-7640

Ian_Broderick@paed.uscourts.gov

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Settlement Conference
10:00 A.M.

25-cv-3181____________
BROWN v. JAKO ENTERPRISES, LLC

______
CARLOS, M.J.

Courtroom Edward Cahn 
Federal Bldg Allentown, PA

Courtroom Deputy: Carlene Nice
Phone: (610) 434-3823          

____________
______

STRAW, M.J.
Courtroom 3G

Courtroom Deputy: Donna Croce
Phone: (267) 299-7661          

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Settlement Conference
10:00 A.M.

25-cv-0170____________
TRACY v. MEDTRONIC USA INC. et

______
ARTEAGA, MJ
Courtroom 3H

Courtroom Deputy: Danielle Hauger
Phone: (267) 299-7421

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 
2025

Final Pretrial Conference
10:00 A.M.

23-cv-3792____________
ELLIOTT v. AMAZON.COM, INC. et

______
CINQUANTO, M.J.

Courtroom 3D
Courtroom Deputy: Jeff Lucini

Phone: 267-299-7751
____________

______
GOLDNER CINQUANTO, 

M.J.
Courtroom 3D

Courtroom Deputy: Jeff Lucini

Phone: 267-299-7751    

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025
Settlement Conference

10:00 A.M.
25-cv-1808____________

HUNT v. J&R SCHUGEL et al
______

COMMON PLEAS COURT
CASE MANAGEMENT 

CONFERENCE  LIST

CASE MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM
ROOM 613 
CITY HALL

Any questions regarding the Case 
Management Program should be 
directed to CivilCaseManagement@
courts.phila.gov

THU., DECEMBER 18, 2025
8 A.M.

0012508-2491J. M. Horn; K. M. Ruch-
Alegant

Bradbury et al. v.Bte Investments Llc et al.
R. Gogineni; R. F. McGrath

0022509-2523B. J. Kaminsky; K. Lekh
Oravic, Jr. et al. v.Rothman Orthopaedic 

Specialty
A. L. Fenstermaker; B. A. Post; D. E. 
Dolente; J. M. Becker; J. C. Farrell; J. 

R. Hill; P. C. Troy; R. M. Kelleher; S. F. 
Collington; T. A. Weitz; T. M. Savon

0032509-2537J. M. Cohen; S. J. Carroll
Vazquez et al. v.Temple Univ. Hosp. Inc. E
A. L. Fenstermaker; C. F. Maylath; H. G. 
Crikelair; J. R. Hill; R. M. Kelleher; T. A. 

Weitz
0042509-2546A. J. Dupont; F. A. 
Iacovangelo; M. T. Garmisa; N. C. 
Sarelakos; S. C. Wallace
Huber et al. v.Safety-Kleen Systems Inc. et al.

A. P. Fishkin; C. D. Mountain; C. D. 
Stofko; C. J. Renitsky; D. P. Lodge; J. A. 
Stern; J. M. Demarco; J. V. Schaeffer; K. 

Rhoads; K. E. Lizzano; M. C. Cairone; R. 
F. Viola; S. M. Lucks; T. Folino; T. D. Rau

9 A.M.
0012509-1755P. B. Himmel; S. A. 
Portner

Hamp v.Lyft Inc. et al.
J. R. Andrzejewski; J. H. Quinn

0022509-1758A. M. Green
Rennard et al. v.Ace American Insurance 

Company
P. P. Adubato; S. N. Cherry

0032509-1760M. D. Copoulos
Chariwala v.Colgan

______

9:30 A.M.
0012506-0518J. A. Spitale; M. Kats

Newman v.Kevin Scott
______

0022507-3403J. M. Horn; K. M. Ruch-
Alegant; T. K. Onal

McFarren et al. v.4162-4164-4166 Terrace 
Street Pro

A. M. Smith; C. N. Harrington; C. N. 
Frank; J. R. Vancamp; J. P. Morgenstern; 

R. J. Cosgrove; S. E. Diamond
0032508-1544P. M. Villari

New Age Plumbing Inc. v.627 N. 16th, Llc 
et al.

______
0042509-1834M. D. Brennan

Chrzanowski v.The Hartford
R. E. Chizmar

0052509-1835M. H. Galanos
Busillo v.City of Philadelphia et al.               

et al.
D. P. McBride; G. J. Kelley; P. C. Troy; R. 

J. Cosgrove; R. P. Maizel; R. Hunsicker; S. 
F. Collington; S. H. Eichler

0062509-2076R. N. Braker
Jackson v.Tinsley et al.

______
0072509-2184A. Frebowitz

Fassari v.Williams
P. J. Kreher

1 P.M.
0012506-2262W. I. Siegel

Stephens v.Urban Real Estate Llc et al.
J. Giatras; J. R. Eyre; K. J. Cohen; K. S. 

Fair
0022506-2333S. T. Brecher

Morales v.City of Philadelphia et al.               
et al.

B. N. Gialloreto; K. D. Lawfer; S. 
Sciamanna Foehl

0032506-2785J. Z. Swist; S. A. Ricci
Timm v.City of Philadelphia et al.                  

et al
J. Giatras; J. R. Eyre

0042508-0575____________
Bey v.Select Portfolio Servicing Inc.

R. J. Nalbandian
0052509-1763G. M. Stokes; M. C. 
Schafle

O’neill et al. v.Home Depot Usa Inc. et al.
J. G. Stringham

0062509-1764C. J. Green
Sinclair v.Montero et al.

B. Sorisio; J. Decinti
0072509-1767F. S. Karpf; M. J. 
Sternberg

Wolfenson et al. v.Fitness International Llc 
et al.

D. J. Samlin; J. C. McMeekin
0082509-1771F. R. Musitief

Masad v.Aponte
______

0092509-1773A. R. Duffy; O. Szumski
Cannon et al. v.Hrp Group Pa, Llc et al.

A. L. Boardman; F. G. Gattuso; J. T. 
Donovan; M. S. Toth; N. Cramer

0102509-2091B. Richards
Myers v.Marston Walk Llc et al.
C. Kelly Rebar; C. P. Kelly; S. Mayall

0112509-2092____________
Uzuh v.Unknown Occupants

______
0122509-2513D. S. Plon

Henridge Properties Lp By Its Gp Hls Gp 
Inc. et al v.Unknown Occupants

E. J. Parlapiano

10 A.M.
0012505-3575D. P. Rosner; G. S. Spizer

Estate of Amirjon Ibragimov, Deceased et 
al. v.U.S.

N. M. Lyons; A. L. Perry; A. J. Rash; B. L. 
Shepard; E. M. Vavro Jr Esq; J. T. Pion; L. 

A. Peterson; M. F. Nerone; S. A. Hall
0022505-3632S. C. Butler; S. B. Patton; 
W. M. Davis

Carsey v.Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportatio

K. D. Lawfer; P. W. Baker
0032506-0046M. R. Natale

Lopez v.Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Commission E

R. P. Lopez
0042507-2709K. W. Kofsky

Sanchez v.Jones et al.
H. Cadet; R. A. Steiger

0052508-0234K. V. Mincey
Morrison-McLean et al. v.Zaborowski et al.

K. D. Lawfer
0062509-2289S. I. Scuteri

Marlin Leasing Corp. v.Gardner 
Management L

______

10:15 A.M.
0012309-2440L. M. Shlamowitz
Jrb Capital Llc et al. v.M&J Financial & Real 

Estat
______

10:30 A.M.
0012504-1694K. Kaufmann

Cbs Supply, Llc v.Tuan et al.
D. S. Coval Jr

0022508-1372P. R. Bryant
Quigley et al. v.Davis et al.

______
0032508-1924____________

Spink v.Hughes
B. E. Levy

0042508-2696____________
McKnight v.Dennison et al.

______
0052509-1838B. R. Cornett

Primus v.Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation

______
0062509-1840M. I. Goldberg

Wilkins v.Garcia et al.
M. Long; M. L. Fink; R. A. Steiger

0072509-1841C. S. Haviland; C. J. 
McLaughlin; D. N. Purtell; J. D. 
Rubinstein

McShea v.Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation

A. C. Lachowicz; D. J. McGravey
0082509-2081T. C. Dyer

Bridgecrest Credit Company, Llc As Agent 
And Servi v.Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Transportation
______

11 A.M.
0012506-1014M. A. Weinberg

Aoutouf v.City of Philadelphia Law 
Department et al.

M. Rong; R. P. Lopez
0022506-1331S. B. Patton; W. M. Davis

Levins v.Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportatio

J. R. Eyre; K. L. Mercogliano; R. J. Kim
0032509-1805K. L. Cruel

Estate of Vincent Campbell v.Nichols
______

0042509-1809S. J. Margolis
Corbin v.Marcellus Astillero et al.

D. D. Krebbs

11:15 A.M.
0012509-2344C. M. Wolpert; J. A. 
Copley

Unlimited Restoration Specialists Inc. 
v.Designb

B. R. Elias

11:30 A.M.
0012506-2833I. A. Schwartz; N. A. 
Schwartz; S. T. Ohanlon

Evans-Andrews v.St. Francis Ctr. For 
Rehabilita

J. M. Carolan
0022507-2395T. F. Sacchetta

Hamilton v.Koch et al.
K. Derbesy

0032509-1842B. M. Saul
Clark et al. v.Transworld, Llc et al.

______
0042509-1844A. Boyd

Fabian v.Curmon
D. Juna; M. C. Maselli

0052509-1847J. P. Mirabile
Love Wild v.Federal Express Corp. et al.

J. L. Mlakar; S. R. Engle
0062509-1848P. J. Cooney

Small v.Sbaiby et al.
C. L. Pitchford

0072509-1850L. B. Himmelstein; T. J. 
Alles

Wright v.Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation

W. G. Brown
0082509-2086J. Rosenau; S. M. Fulmer

Taylor Thompson v.Doe 1-10 et al.
A. M. Digiulio

0092509-2452S. B. Cheiken
Boczar v.Gerchman

W. E. Vinsko

1:30 P.M.
0012509-2739R. M. Morris

Normandy Insurance Company v.Superb 
Staffing Llc

______

2 P.M.
0012408-2090S. A. Garson
Waste Management of New Jersey v.Noyola-

Bentancou
______

0022508-2118S. A. Anyan
Jackson v.Uber Technologies Inc. et al.

G. M. Mallon; J. D. Buchanico; K. M. 
Ellis; M. S. Baio; M. E. Hill

0032509-1777A. A. Nichols
Benitez v.Walmart Inc. et al.

J. Yom; P. J. McDonnell
0042509-1784J. S. Gillman

Peleaz v.Mann Music Ctr. For The 
Preforming Art

G. J. Intoccia; J. Giatras; J. P. Uetz; J. B. 
Nolan; R. D. MacMahon; R. J. Cosgrove; 

R. Hunsicker
0052509-1792____________

Wang v.Himebaugh
______

0062509-1797J. A. Wells
Dempster v.Burgess et al.

______
0072509-1801____________
Robinson v.Dept of Licenses & Inspections

______
0082509-1897K. J. Cohen

Fullwood v.City of Philadelphia
D. M. Sigyarto; S. Kaplan

0092509-2100P. Mamounas
Lightbourn v.Ancrum

______

2:15 P.M.
0012509-3000J. A. Dougherty

First Chicago Insurance Company et al. 
v.Jose-Lopez

______

2:30 P.M.
0012509-3066M. A. Fleming
Newlane Finance Company v.Green Choice 

Carpet Cor
______

2:45 P.M.
0012509-3133M. C. Collins; M. R. 
Shuster
2200 Arch Street Condominium Association 

v.Pa. Sur
A. E. Pritzker; J. D. Rutala

3 P.M.
0012507-2923D. W. Cornish
Ryland v.South Mountain Secure Treatment 

Unit et al.
A. Y. Sorathia

0022507-2941D. W. Cornish
Ryland v.Cove Prep et al.

A. Y. Sorathia; A. W. Smolij; A. S. Frankel; 
J. H. Steigerwald; J. Grill; K. D. Lawfer; L. 

C. Fantini; S. T. Oneal; W. Shotzbarger
0032509-1821D. H. Denenberg
Bacchiocchi-Johnson, Administratrix v.Legg 

et al.
______

0042509-1822G. G. Kirwin; J. M. 
Freedman

Lonoff v.Amazon Logistics Inc.
______

0052509-1826B. Furber
Mellet v.Delaware Valley Paving Inc. et al.

K. M. Moon; S. R. Engle
0062509-1827E. Dyer

Outlaw v.Fulwider Assoc. 1 Lp et al.
______

0072509-1830C. E. Williams
Frost-King v.Wims et al.

______
0082509-1833K. E. Fischer

Dacosta Lino v.Fairmount Manor Realty 
Company et al.

A. J. Ryan; C. G. Taylor; D. M. Mandi; 
D. M. Montgomery; M. Giannotti; S. A. 

Jenks; V. F. Reilly
0092509-2101A. Boyd

Sheppard v.Wongus
______

0102509-3150A. B. Epstein
Frank v.Dancerobot, Llc et al.

______
TUE., DECEMBER 23, 2025

8 A.M.
0012412-1538A. Vandyke; N. A. Bezar

Kuntzmann v.Crozer-Chester Medical Ctr. 
et al.

G. S. Nesbitt; J. Giangiulio; R. A. 
Petruccelli; R. S. Margulies

0022509-2561E. O. Iheukwumere; J. 
Iheukwumere; N. J. Williamson; Y. 
Gonzalez

Wilson v.Univ. of Pennsylvania Health 
System
G. Ovari; K. M. Kramer

9 A.M.
0012509-2104C. J. Boyle

Perez v.Sunoco, Llc et al.
E. N. Saltzman; F. G. Gattuso; R. P. 

Bocchino; R. M. McCormick
0022509-2121J. J. Morgan

Polo Bautisa v.Pascucci et al.
C. J. Jones; E. M. Goldsmith; S. P. 

Omahoney

9:30 A.M.
0012509-2355J. E. Fine; J. C. Larosa

Williams v.State Farm Insurance
H. A. Cicalese

0022509-2365K. A. Bonner
Santander Consumer Usa Inc. v.Palmer

______
0032509-2376W. J. Taylor
Ctds Property, Llc v.City of Philadelphia et 

al.    et al.
D. M. Holly; R. B. Smith

0042509-2384____________
Berry v.Gutterman et al.

______
0052509-2386J. D. Pallante

Wu v.Bala Real Estate Llc et al.
A. R. Benedict; D. P. Sisum; J. M. Keough; 

J. B. Nolan; K. J. Coleman; P. C. Troy; R. 
J. Kim

0062509-2404D. N. Ward
Barksdale v.Revi Investments Llc

A. H. Ibrahim

1 P.M.
0012509-2125A. C. Hyder; L. D. Bradt
Kraut v.2231 J&F Inc. D/B/A Tin Pan Alley 

Tavern
A. L. Riemenschneider; J. P. Lindsey

0022509-2139L. K. Hill; S. A. Quinn
Cartagena et al. v.Benton

M. Iacovou
0032509-2143J. A. Wells

Ryan v.Edilberto et al.
M. M. Patel

0042509-2148T. F. Sacchetta
Miles v.Araujo et al.
K. J. McCloskey; T. J. Giardina

0052509-2150J. B. Solomon
Johnson v.Lilly’s Nails et al.

______
0062509-2157____________
Ewideh et al. v.Homesite Insurance Company 

of The M
______

0072509-2162J. A. Zenstein
Wagner et al. v.Vault Reciprocal Exchange

T. L. Dickson
0082509-2166J. A. Lindheim; M. T. Van 
Der Veen

Woloszczuk v.Maple Bear Usa Inc. D/B/A 
Instacart

C. P. Morgan
0092509-2168M. V. Tinari

Martosella v.Cabrera-Ibanez et al.
B. V. Arner

10 A.M.
0012509-2193____________

Sabree et al. v.Salley
______

0022509-2195K. M. Waller
Kettey v.Jalloh et al.

M. L. Jones; N. M. Centrella
0032509-2196B. W. Buchan; G. 
Javardian; M. F. Kennedy

Deutsche Bank National Trust Company 
v.Howze et al.

______
0042509-2197____________

Jara v.Bess et al.
______

0052509-2199____________
Castellanos v.Dept of Licenses & Inspections

______

10:30 A.M.
0012504-1884N. S. Shapiro
Fulcher v.The Fresh Grocer of Lasalle et al.

M. T. Droogan; R. E. Chesney
0022509-0824Z. A. Silverstein

Fennell v.Jackson
C. A. Jones

0032509-2454A. Boyd
Brion v.Benson

M. R. Aguilo-Seara
0042509-2477D. C. Devine; M. T. Van 
Der Veen

Andrews v.Dollar Tree, A Fictitious Name 
et al.

A. L. Hennessey
0052509-2478T. J. Gibbons

Johnson v.Rainbow Usa Inc. et al.
E. C. Rosenberg; M. Adler

11 A.M.
0012509-2270M. Breslin

Ryder v.Smith
T. Siller

0022509-2271E. B. Landau
Weston et al. v.Doe et al.

______
0032509-2272A. Silvershein; S. 
Mermelstein

B. v.Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania 
And Dela

D. M. Newberry; M. J. Foreman; P. 
Monahan

0042509-2273C. M. Burruezo
McFadden v.City of Philadelphia - Risk 

Management
M. L. Fink

0052509-2305L. K. Hill; N. S. Plummer
White v.Chappell et al.

P. J. Boldin
0062509-2314A. J. Pantano; J. F. Puga; 
L. E. Bendesky

Sosa v.Modlogiq Inc. et al.
A. M. Manero; K. J. McCloskey

11:30 A.M.
0012508-2885____________

Alexander v.Blessing Auto Repair
______

0022509-2506M. F. Greenfield
Shaw v.Deemie et al.

M. T. Bowser
0032509-2512J. J. Kofsky

Todaro v.1140 Frankford Ltd et al.
L. S. Klein; M. L. Fink

0042509-2514J. J. Kofsky
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Grehan v.Saquisili Guaillas et al.
K. R. McNulty; P. G. Kirk

0052509-2515J. P. Goodman; J. M. Silva; 
S. B. Dordick

Diaz et al. v.Carpenter Technology Corp. 
Reading Op

A. J. Connolly; M. Casper; R. J. Hrubiec
0062509-2516G. B. Baldino
Ashford et al. v.Marriott Hotel Services Inc. 

et al.
J. McGuire; N. M. Cordero; R. J. 

Cosgrove
0072509-2518S. Zeka

Rekaj v.Perez et al.
A. M. Nelson; G. J. Brascetta; K. 

Kiambuthi; K. Rogers; S. A. Scheuerle; V. 
Stolyar

0082509-2520C. A. Odonnell
Greer et al. v.Cantrell

______

1:30 P.M.
0012509-2405H. K. Ferise; T. A. 
Russeck

Johnson v.Wordsworth Academy et al.
______

0022509-2409L. M. Steins
Cioffi v.Dombrowski et al.

J. A. Dingle; M. I. Francesco

2 P.M.
0012509-2201D. L. Woloshin; D. S. 
Ronsayro; J. Sheaffer

Rodriguez v.Crespo
C. M. Spalding-Daniels

0022509-2206E. Levine
Horsey v.1800 Moyamensing Av 

Development Llc et al.
L. Mazzitelli; M. Rong

0032509-2207A. Kaplan
Tepepa Rivera et al. v.Jacobs et al.

______
0042509-2211Y. Zhou

Chang et al. v.Chen et al.
A. I. Robles

0052509-2213M. D. Colavita; T. D. 
Goldberg

Mirabelli v.Crofts
J. R. Sereda

0062509-2222A. M. Fine; R. P. Fine
Watson v.Smith et al.

M. S. Savage
0072509-2241L. K. Hill; N. S. Plummer
Thompson v.Philadelphia Water Department 

et al.
M. P. Dumack

0082509-2246E. A. Pearce; W. J. 
Ringland

Oakes v.Palmer et al.
B. Grady; T. B. Helbig

2:30 P.M.
0012508-1794M. A. Mullen; N. J. Renzi

Sessions v.Sessions et al.
D. S. Cohen; S. J. Ross-Hyman

0022509-2494N. F. Serianni
Marshall v.Mofield et al.

B. Hatfield; R. A. Steiger

3 P.M.
0012509-2316R. E. Cole

Li v.Roeung et al.
______

0022509-2317R. J. Tracy
Wilmington Trust, National Association, Not 

In Its v.Roeung et al.
______

0032509-2324____________
Scott v.Cario et al.

______
0042509-2328D. M. Maselli; L. K. Hill

Dickerson-Dawson v.Septa
C. J. Scott

0052509-2329V. J. Iozzi
Moku Inc. et al. v.O?briens Fire Protection 

Co., In
J. C. Sotland; S. T. Carson

0062509-2333J. J. Dipaul II
Sutton v.Zawadzki et al.

______

RULES RETURNABLE

THU., DECEMBER 18, 2025
9:30 A.M.

0012503-4170 P. K. Janczyk
Palmer-Handy  v.Le et al.

A. E. Walters

FAMILY COURT 
DIVISION 

DECEMBER 18, 2025
ADMINISTRATION AND

MISCELLANEOUS
1501 ARCH ST.

OLSZEWSKI, A.J.
JUVENILE BRANCH

FAMILY COURT BUILDING
1501 ARCH ST.

Juvenile Justice Service Center
YSC MASTER
Courtroom-3G

JCHO SHULER (M,W,F 9:30 
A.M.)

JCHO SHULER (T,TH 12:30 

P.M.)
3E CASES HEARD IN 3G

Courtroom--4A
JCHO STOKES
Courtroom--4B
JCHO GIUSINI
Courtroom--4C

GREY, J.
Courtroom--4D

MCCABE, J.
Courtroom--4E
FERNANDES, J.
Courtroom--4G

IRVINE, J. (Ex. W)
KRISTIANSSON, J. (W Only) 

Courtroom--5A
BARISH, J.

Courtroom--5B
MCLAUGHLIN, J. (M,T Only)

(Crtrm. Down W,TH,F)
Courtroom--5C

CANTY, J.
Courtroom--5D

WASHINGTON, J.
Courtroom--5E

MCLAUGHLIN, J. (T Only)
IRVINE, J. (W Only)

(Crtrm. Down M,TH,F)
Courtroom--5F

GORDON,J. (M Only)
FURLONG, J. (TH,F Only)

(Crtrm. Down W,F)
Courtroom—5G

JCHO CICCONE (T,F Only)
(Crtrm. Down M,T,W)

Courtroom--6H
GORDON, J. (Ex. M)

JCHO MCCULLOUGH (T,TH 
1 P.M.)

(Crtrm. Down M)
DOMESTIC RELATIONS/

FAMILY COURT BUILDING
1501 ARCH ST.
Courtroom—3A

Courtroom Down

Courtroom—3B
WAHL, J.

Courtroom--3C
JACKSON, J. (M Only)

(Crtrm. Down Ex. M)
Courtroom--3D

PALMER, J. (Ex. W)

(Crtrm. Down W)
Courtroom--3E

JOHNSOLN, J. (Ex. F)
FANNING, J. (F Only)

Courtroom--3F
MALLIOS, J.

Courtroom--4F
KRISTIANSSON, J. (Ex. W)

PALMER, J. (W Only)
Courtroom—4G

KRISTIANSSON, J. (W Only)
Courtroom--6A

LITWIN, J.

Courtroom--6B
FANNING, J. (M,W Only)

(Crtrm. Down T,TH,F)

Courtroom—6C
FORD, J. (W,TH Only)
(Crtrm. Down M,T,F)

Courtroom--6E
PAPADEMETRIOUS, J.

Courtroom--6F
SULMAN, J.

Courtroom—6G
FORD, J. (T,TH Only)

Courtroom--7B
CHEN, J.

CRIMINAL TRIAL DIVISION

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 
2025

Room  502-KYRIAKAKIS, J. 
Atkins, James (Def. Assoc.)
Brantley, Jekil D. (Def. Assoc.)
Bumper, Allante (Coleman, Joseph L.)
Burgess, Darnell (Def. Assoc.)
Cox, Robert E. (Kenny, Thomas)
Cunningham, Tyrin (Def. Assoc.)
Hammond, Lewis (Martino, Andre)
Hawk, Reginald (Def. Assoc.)
Irvin, Kyle (Def. Assoc.)
Jones, Bryiona (O’Donnell, Joseph H. Jr.)
Kirkland, Troy D. (Def. Assoc.)
Krysuik, Rachel (Raynor, Earl Dubois Jr.)
Lott, Aquill (Consadene, Jonathan D.)
Mack, Teddy (Def. Assoc.)
Martin, Tyrone (Osei, Nana Yaw Adom)
Matthews, Alvin (Def. Assoc.)
Ming, Windkill L. (Def. Assoc.)
Nash, Sean T. (Def. Assoc.)
Nelson, Michael A. (Def. Assoc.)
Noray, Akeem (Smith, Ronald Allan)
Pitts, Derrick (Def. Assoc.)
Sheilds, Albert (Def. Assoc.)
Souici, Ilyass (Lorusso, Vincent M.)
Spates, Michelle (Martino, Andre)
Turner, Tyneeka (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Wilson, Jarrell T. (O’Connell, James J.)
Zayas, Christopher (Szanto, Jules Norris)

Room  505-PALUMBO, J.
Alvardo, Alberto (Walker, John Robert)
Barren, Milton (Def. Assoc.)
Bonano, Jesse (Def. Assoc.)
Centeno, Hector (Def. Assoc.)
Clemens, William (Def. Assoc.)
Golden, James (Def. Assoc.)
Jones, Eric D. (Def. Assoc.)
Jones, William (Def. Assoc.)
Limper, Joseph (Def. Assoc.)
Montgomery, Nadgir (Def. Assoc.)
Reese, Bruce (Def. Assoc.)
Roman, Christopher (Def. Assoc.)
Schoffner, Acquil J. (Def. Assoc.)
Springbett, James (Def. Assoc.)
Springbett, James G. (Def. Assoc.)
Truesdale, Latoya T. (Def. Assoc.)
Washington, Jamar (Def. Assoc.)
Washington, Jamar R. (Def. Assoc.)
Watkins, Deenan (Def. Assoc.)
Wilson, Malik (Def. Assoc.)

Room  507-McDERMOTT, 
J.(Ex. T,F)

Ambrose, Jaron (Schiraldi, Tara Jeanne Mannix)
Chester, Lavar
Dixon-trice, Alfred (Yacoubian, George Setrag 

Jr.)
Gray, Tarik (Foster, Edward Joseph)
Green, Stanley
Hill, Russell (Christopher, Elizabeth Ann)
Monroe, Nafes (Copoulos, Mark)
Spivey, Robert (Silverman, Daniel)
Warren, Sharif (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Whitaker, Rodney M. (Himebaugh, Teri B.)

Room  602-LIGHTSEY, J.
Brodie, Drewdell (Szanto, Jules Norris)
Butler, Julius (Def. Assoc.)
Butler, Walter (Def. Assoc.)
Diaz, Brandon (Def. Assoc.)
Heath, Jovanne (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Holmes, Keith A. (Def. Assoc.)
Malcolm, Dean (Def. Assoc.)
Rivera, Andre (Def. Assoc.)
Walters, Yhameir D. (Piccarreto, Marisa Anne)
Woodard, Avery (Meenan, Conor Liam)

Room  607-EHRLICH, J.
Allen, Shawn (Brown, Jerome Michael)
Andrews, Daniel (Coleman, Thomas Francis)
Brooks, Darryl Kevin (Mosser, Todd Michael)
Brown, Richard (Feinstein, Steven C.)
Burgos, Adonis (Goodman, Leon Dominic)
Carter, Terrell K. (Himebaugh, Teri B.)
Collazo, Johnny (Def. Assoc.)
Drennon, Michael (O’Hanlon, Stephen 

Thomas)
Fearington, Brandon (Birley, Kevin Thomas)
Lewis, Jaleel K. (Chisholm, Walter C.)
Medina, Daniel (Martino, Andre)
Neal, Maurice T. (Sigman, Scott Philip)
Ponds, Ricardo (Def. Assoc.)
Prout, Brian (Feinstein, Steven C.)
Rodriguez, David (Lin, Susan Mon-Yi)
Rogers, Kareem (Foster, Edward Joseph)
Sample, Herbert (Pagano, Gregory Joseph)
Tejeda-pena, Wagner (Def. Assoc.)
Toney, Harold (Javie, Jason David)
Williams, David (Def. Assoc.)

Room  701-EISENHOWER, 
J.(See 601)

Davis, Jesse
Howard, Lester (Def. Assoc.)
Karina-vasquez, Jocyln (Kenny, Thomas)
Simmons, Walter (Def. Assoc.)
Stanfield, Gary (Tinari, Eugene P.)
Young, Andre (Def. Assoc.)
Room  702-HANGLEY, J. (See 

1008)
Abbott, Ricardo K. (Def. Assoc.)
Allen, Amin (Def. Assoc.)
Allen, Amin A. (Def. Assoc.)
Harvey, Eric (McCrae-Kane, Kendra)
Johnson, Rahshad (Latour, Pierre III)
Mixson, Sean (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)

Valdes, Liza (Birley, Kevin Thomas)
Room  704-SABATINA, J. (See 

604)
Allen, Romance P. (Martino, Andre)
Blackwell, Tiyon (Def. Assoc.)
Bruton, Gary (Coleman, Joseph L.)
Davis, Edward (Consadene, Jonathan D.)
Frazier, Brian (Goodman, Leon Dominic)
Harrington, Javon (Def. Assoc.)
Harris, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Davian (Tarpey, Timothy J.)
Jones, Terrence (Def. Assoc.)
Lawson, Matthew (Def. Assoc.)
Martin, Dwayne (Def. Assoc.)
Martinez, Valencia (Tarpey, Timothy J.)
Morris, Dawud (Def. Assoc.)
Moyett, Iris (Def. Assoc.)
Owens, James (Def. Assoc.)
Ray, Khalil (Boyd, Matthew Christopher)
Rodriguez, Albert (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Smith, Sabre S. (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Williams, Timothy (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Room  705-WILLIAMS, J. (See 

605)
Almonte, Stephanie A. (Parkinson, Michael 

Patrick)
Carson, Daryl (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Clay, Brian (Def. Assoc.)
Cortez, Randall (Kelly, Joseph Kevin)
Cromwell, Christian (Sigman, Scott Philip)
Dancy, Tyler (Ward, Annemarie Elizabeth)
Douglas, Antoine K. (Def. Assoc.)
Duboise, Shonte (Def. Assoc.)
Eldridge, Tyrone (Def. Assoc.)
Ellison, Tyres (Def. Assoc.)
Fountain, Kanderria (Kadish, Jason Christopher)
Fulton, John (Def. Assoc.)
Goodman, Samuel (Def. Assoc.)
Jenkins, Jeremiah (Fiore, Todd R.)
Johnson, Kareem (Def. Assoc.)
Jones, Antonio (Def. Assoc.)
Lawson, Zaron (Def. Assoc.)
Morales, Virgen (Def. Assoc.)
Morales, Virgen Natasha N (Def. Assoc.)
Mustafa, Mustafa (McKenna, Emily Dust)
Negron, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Ortiz, Christian (Marroletti, John A.)
Quinn, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Santana, Robert (Mann, Jessica Consuela)
Santiago, Samir A. (Marroletti, John A.)
Shakelford, Janisha (Marroletti, John A.)
Smith, Evan R. (Def. Assoc.)
Thomas, Nicolas (McDermott, Michael I.)
Townsville, Angel (Def. Assoc.)
Trader, Makiy (Def. Assoc.)
Weeks, Allatif (Def. Assoc.)
Wright, Julius (Def. Assoc.)
Zagami, David (Def. Assoc.)
Room  707-CAMPBELL, J. (See 

508)
Ackerman, Joseph (Smoker, Philip Andrew)
Fluellen, Frank (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Holloday, Robert (Turner, Dennis Irwin)
Mcintosh, James (Feinstein, Steven C.)
Moses, Rache (Stretton, Samuel C.)
Sutton, Anthony (Javie, Jason David)
Room  801-BRYANT-POWELL, 

J. (Ex. T,Th)
Alexander, Kentrell (Def. Assoc.)
Freeman, Elijah (McCrae-Kane, Kendra)
Harper, Nadir (Public Defender, Philadelphia)
King, Nysheen (Def. Assoc.)
Marshall, Marshine (Def. Assoc.)
Nyanti, Calvin D. (Trimble, Robert Eugene)
Spivey, Vincent (Def. Assoc.)
Timbers, Khalil O. (Def. Assoc.)
Washington, Rajneesh (Def. Assoc.)

Room  802-CLEMONS, J.
Ayala, Hector A. (Fiore, Todd R.)
Gomez, Hector O. (Def. Assoc.)
Medina, Brian (Def. Assoc.)
Ryan, Andrew (Def. Assoc.)
Stevens, Keith (Tarpey, Timothy J.)
Stevens, Keith L. (Alboum, Samuel)
Room  804-SAWYER, J. (Ex. W)

Amaker, Demar (Def. Assoc.)
Barens, Kyi (Def. Assoc.)
Beattee, John (Def. Assoc.)
Billings, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Brown, Jaida D. (Abdul-Rahman, Qawi)
Christmas, Kevin (Mann, Jessica Consuela)
Dicamillo, Shawn (Def. Assoc.)
Dietrich, Daysha D. (Abdul Rahman, Qawi)
Floyd, Vincent M. (Def. Assoc.)
Furman, Zaire (Def. Assoc.)
Garcia, Jerick (Def. Assoc.)
Gordon, Jamar (Def. Assoc.)
Harper, Lawrence (Def. Assoc.)
Hoskin, Maurice (Def. Assoc.)
Jacobs, Jermaine (Def. Assoc.)
Kitchens, Raymone (Marsh, James T.)
Lee-matthews, Zoria (Latta, Denita Cherell)
Major, Kyree (Def. Assoc.)
Miller, Elisha T. (Levin, Andrew Joseph)
Payne, James (Sigman, Scott Philip)
Ramos, Johnathan (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Reuther, Robert (Def. Assoc.)
Ross, Wasim (Sigman, Scott Philip)
Scott, Jewel (Def. Assoc.)
Scott, Jewel E. (Def. Assoc.)
Smith, Hakim (Def. Assoc.)
Speakman, Brian (Def. Assoc.)
Vasquez, Daniel (Def. Assoc.)
Wilson, James (Cacciamani, Kathryn Coviello)
Wilson, Lakim (Def. Assoc.)
Wilson, Raymond (Def. Assoc.)

Room  805-ROSS, J.(OUT) 
PALUMBO, J.

Binion, Tariq
Burhannon, Quadir (Def. Assoc.)
Castro, Paul
Davis, Earl Jr.
Dumas, Tyree
Greene, Joshua (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Guzman, Elvin (Def. Assoc.)
Hill, Niya (Def. Assoc.)
Kamara, Abu L.
Lopez, Derrick (Def. Assoc.)
Mercer, Devaughn (Def. Assoc.)

Morell, Lauren (Kramer, Max Gerson)
Morrison, Nafeese (Def. Assoc.)
Mourning, Devonia
Phillin Phy, Richie (Wimmer, Lauren A.)
Shaw, Swainson
Shelton, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Tyson, James
Walker, Marqueil
Walston, Quran S. (Def. Assoc.)

Room  807-ANHALT, J.
Easter, Christopher (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Escobar, Jose (Chisholm, Walter C.)
Miller, Kamear (Def. Assoc.)
Moses, Basil (Gamburg, Robert Marc)
Tett, Omari (Coleman, Joseph L.)

Room  808-KAMAU, J.
Amparo, Kelvin (O’Donnell, Joseph H. Jr.)
Carriker, Grady (Cacciamani, Kathryn Coviello)
Cooper, Khalil (Def. Assoc.)
Lee, Isaiah A. (Shuttleworth, Brad Victor)

Room  901-BROWN, J.
Banda-vazquez, Sergio (Def. Assoc.)
Chapman, Robert (Fioravanti, Michelle A.)
Clark, Christian (Fioravanti, Michelle A.)
Farmer, Britney S. (Yee, Adam Sequoyah)
Gray, Mahli (Def. Assoc.)
Hunter, Anthony M. (Goldstein, Zak Taylor)
Jackson, Marquis (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Mercedes N. (Tarpey, Timothy J.)
Jourden, Philippe (Fioravanti, Michelle A.)
Porter, Kanesha (Def. Assoc.)
Ramirez, Ronald (Def. Assoc.)

Room  902-WOELPPER, J.
Adams, Carol (Def. Assoc.)
Ahmad, Osman I. (Def. Assoc.)
Albanese, Nikko (Def. Assoc.)
Allen, Deshone (Def. Assoc.)
Augustine, Alamo (Def. Assoc.)
Baskerville, Natalie (Dennis, Charles E.)
Bouldin, Morshica (Cacciamani, Kathryn 

Coviello)
Boyce, Ronnelle (Def. Assoc.)
Branch, Benjamin (Abdul-Rahman, Qawi)
Braxton, Rodney (Def. Assoc.)
Camillo-rosa, Juan (Def. Assoc.)
Chives, Sean (Def. Assoc.)
Cokley, Markyse (Def. Assoc.)
Cokley, Markyse Q. (Def. Assoc.)
Conway, Robin M. (Def. Assoc.)
Cooper, Jahair (Kramer, Max Gerson)
Cruz-vargas, Jorge (Cacciamani, Kathryn 

Coviello)
Donahue, Sean (Def. Assoc.)
Eden, Jonathan (Def. Assoc.)
Epps, Morrell A. (Def. Assoc.)
Fortune, Marquitta (Coleman, Joseph L.)
Frazier, Rashon (Def. Assoc.)
Gayle, Richard (Def. Assoc.)
Gibbons, Sabir (Def. Assoc.)
Hall, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Holmes, Charles E. (Def. Assoc.)
Hunter, Larry D. (Def. Assoc.)
Iglesias, Yariel (Def. Assoc.)
Irby, Jelani (Cacciamani, Kathryn Coviello)
Jacobs, Dominic (Def. Assoc.)
Jacobs, Joseph (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Clifford (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Rodney (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Treviva (Def. Assoc.)
Jones, Bernard (Def. Assoc.)
Keenan, Darnell (Cacciamani, Kathryn 

Coviello)
Maldonado, Jose (Kenny, Thomas)
Meyer, Joshua (Lauer, Patrick F. Jr.)
Myers, Jennifer (Stern, Douglas Nathaniel)
Nadal, Christopher (Def. Assoc.)
Navarro, Martitza (Def. Assoc.)
Nowakowski, Eugene (Def. Assoc.)
Pounds, Tronta (Def. Assoc.)
Pressman, Gabrielle (Def. Assoc.)
Rivera, Mario J. (Def. Assoc.)
Russell, Robert (Def. Assoc.)
Santos, Julio (Def. Assoc.)
Turpin, Terrell (Cacciamani, Kathryn Coviello)
Turpin, Terrell M. (Cacciamani, Kathryn 

Coviello)
Walker, Ebonie (Def. Assoc.)
Washington, Nathaniel (Def. Assoc.)
Wilkerson, Maynasia (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Dalion (Gustafson, Abigail Beth)
Williams, Jermaine (Def. Assoc.)
Zacarias, Enmanuel (Alva, Jeremy-Evan)

Room  904-HILL, J.@ 1pm
Adams, Andra (Def. Assoc.)
Carr, Malik R. (Def. Assoc.)
Darrah, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Delvillano, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Fitzgerald, Brandon (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Kyeshia (Def. Assoc.)
Miller, Robert (Amoriello, Gina A.)
Nichol, Matthew (Def. Assoc.)
Ouch, Sophon (Sachs, Wayne)
Pagan, Angel A. (Def. Assoc.)

Room  905-SHAFFER, J.
Abbas, Mohammad (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Adams, Kierrah (Def. Assoc.)
Alonso, Nelson (Pagano, Gregory Joseph)
Antigua-garcia, Alvaro (Levin, Andrew Joseph)
Bonham, Jeremy (Def. Assoc.)
Boyer, Wayne (Def. Assoc.)
Brown, Christopher (Def. Assoc.)
Brown, Samir (Abdul-Rahman, Qawi)
Brunson, Shontay (Def. Assoc.)
Brunson, Shontay S. (Def. Assoc.)
Bush, Lisa (Def. Assoc.)
Butts, Amira B. (Def. Assoc.)
Carter, Donald (Def. Assoc.)
Casey, Glen (Def. Assoc.)
Casey, Kahmere (Def. Assoc.)
Cedeno, Pedro (Pagano, Gregory Joseph)
Chappelle, Derrick (Alva, Jeremy-Evan)
Cherry, Darrell (Def. Assoc.)
Connelly, Devon J. (Def. Assoc.)
Conwell, Shatya (Def. Assoc.)
Cook, Clarence (Def. Assoc.)
Dagostino, D (Pagano, Gregory Joseph)
Davila, Angel (Def. Assoc.)
Duncgan, Jarvis (Petrone, Anthony J.)
Felder, Anthony D. (Def. Assoc.)
Fellenz, Jonathan P. (Niznik, Michael Francis Jr.)
Fernandez, Efren (Latour, Pierre III)
Foreman, Nikeia (Def. Assoc.)
Fowler, Quadeema (Shaw, Brianna Corine)
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Frazier, Devine (Def. Assoc.)
Groover, Shahiem (Def. Assoc.)
Hollis, Laron (Def. Assoc.)
Howard, Terrell (Sciolla, Guy R. II)
Ivan, Gonzalez (Capek, Justin Charles)
Jackson, Ray (Walker, John Robert)
Johnson, Jason (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Kaleem (Def. Assoc.)
Jones, Abdul (Savino, Louis)
Jones, Alicia (Def. Assoc.)
Keese, Ralph (Def. Assoc.)
Kenner-english, Keshia (Glassman, David Jay)
Lawson, Kanisha (Def. Assoc.)
Lee, Darran (Def. Assoc.)
Lee, Sean A. (Petrone, Anthony J.)
Little, Eric (Def. Assoc.)
Maisenhelder, Ashley (Def. Assoc.)
Maldonado, Manuel (Def. Assoc.)
Manwel, Jordannys (Szanto, Jules Norris)
Marshall, Troy (Def. Assoc.)
Mayers, Edward G. (Def. Assoc.)
Mcgee, Shaheem (Def. Assoc.)
Mcgraw, Kenny (Fitzpatrick, Thomas Odell)
Mclean, Fontane (Shaw, Brianna Corine)
Mejias, Juan (Mandell, Lee)
Melendez, Angel (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Miguel, Riva (O’Donnell, Joseph H. Jr.)
Mitchell, Dymir (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Monetenez, Wilfredo (Savino, Louis Theodore 

Jr.)
Mooney, Eric W. (Def. Assoc.)
Moore, Carmen (McDermott, Michael I.)
Moore, Richard (Def. Assoc.)
Norat, Angel (Shaw, Brianna Corine)
Oneill, John (Def. Assoc.)
Parker, Lamar (Def. Assoc.)
Pastor, Mario (Diamondstein, Michael Jay)
Patton, Ayana (Def. Assoc.)
Pope, Lawrence (Link, Robert Patrick)
Pratt, Quadir S. (Def. Assoc.)
Primus, Michael R (Brown, Jerome Michael)
Reynolds, Marlin (Def. Assoc.)
Richards, Williams (Def. Assoc.)
Rivera, Davian (Def. Assoc.)
Rivera, Louis (Stein, Gerald A.)
Rivera, Miguel (Def. Assoc.)
Rivera, Omar (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Roberts, Jahenoch (Sanita, Amato T.)
Robinson, Damon A. (Piccarreto, Marisa Anne)
Robles-nieves, Angel (Def. Assoc.)
Rodriguez, Reinel (Burrows, William Gordon)
Rodriguez-adames, Ariel (Bowers, Peter C.)
Rucker, Dashaun (Def. Assoc.)
Sanders, Cente (Shaw, Brianna Corine)
Schuman, Kenneth R. (Def. Assoc.)
Scott, Rashan (Def. Assoc.)
Seda, Angel (Def. Assoc.)
Shields, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Smith, Ricardo (Fiore, Todd R.)
Spencer, Semaj (Grant, Cyrus)
Staranowicz, Michael (Pagano, Gregory Joseph)
Still, David A. (Montroy, Andrew David)
Stitch, Malik (Def. Assoc.)
Sudler, Aaron (Def. Assoc.)
Talcott, Nathaniel P. (Goldstein, Zak Taylor)
Thomas, Alik (Def. Assoc.)
Traynham, Davon (Def. Assoc.)
Turner, Anthony T. (Def. Assoc.)
Velasquez, Luis (Godshall, Anthony Francis)
Voeun, Lex (Def. Assoc.)
Voeun, Lex L. (Def. Assoc.)
Wallace, Carzell (Def. Assoc.)
Warriner, Stephen L. (Def. Assoc.)
Watson, Dyheim T. (Gibbs, Charles Matthew)
White, Frank (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Jiahad (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Khalil (Duckett, Cowanis Lee Jr.)
Wilson, Tasheen (Def. Assoc.)
Woodard, Derrick (Wallace, Han Niko)
Young, Shajee (Gamburg, Robert Marc)
Youngblood, Kayel (Boyd, Matthew 

Christopher)
Room  907-O’KEEFE, J.

Akines, Justin R. (McCaul, John Francis)
Ausborn, Khalil (Amoriello, Gina A.)
Ausborne, Brandon A. (Cameron, Angelo Leroy)
Branch, Khafi (Dolfman, Douglas Lee)
Brown, Jamaal (Perri, Fortunato N. Jr.)
Certain, Keith (Nenner, David Scott)
Christian, Quamere (Stretton, Samuel C.)
Cole, Taamir (Kauffman, Earl G.)
Coleman, Lawrence (Cameron, Angelo Leroy)
Davenport, Jerome (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Forid, Fahmid A. (Levin, Andrew Joseph)
Johnson, Calvin (Keller, Robert Craig)
Joyce, George (Dolfman, Douglas Lee)
Kilber, Shaheed (Def. Assoc.)
Knox, Kareem A. (Def. Assoc.)
Lagares-rodriguez, Luis (Chisholm, Walter C.)
Mcdaniel, Lonzell (Def. Assoc.)
Merritt, Malik (Sobel, Jonathan J.)
Munson, Dawiz I. (Stretton, Samuel C.)
Powell, Bilaal (Mosser, Todd Michael)
Richardson, Brandon (Stretton, Samuel C.)
Richardson, Brandon A. (Boyd, Matthew 

Christopher)
Rivera, Jose (Def. Assoc.)
Santiago, Nicholas (Fiore, Todd R.)
Smith, Justin (Stretton, Samuel C.)
Smith, Tyreh A. (Raynor, Earl Dubois Jr.)
Taylor, Aaron J. (Alva, Jeremy-Evan)
Vasquez, Michael (Coard, Michael)
Velez, Jose (Brown, Jerome Michael)
Ward, Amin (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Damien (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Terrell (Perri, Fortunato N. Jr.)
Winkfield, Hajj (Def. Assoc.)

Room  908-BRANDEIS-
ROMAN, J.

Allen, Khylee (Def. Assoc.)
Fisher, Quameere (Def. Assoc.)
Fulmore, Ahmir (Def. Assoc.)
Gonzalez, Steven (Def. Assoc.)
Jennings, Elijah (Public Defender, Philadelphia)
Mcginty, David (Def. Assoc.)
Melvin, Cameron (Def. Assoc.)
Norwood, Monique (Def. Assoc.)
Norwood, Monique R. (Def. Assoc.)

Room  1001-SHULTZ, J.
Alexander, Larry (Wiseman, Michael)
Baker, Joseph D. (Chisholm, Walter C.)
Bennett, Malik (Pileggi, Michael)
Bevins, Rodney (Foster, Edward Joseph)
Bryant, Reginald (Steenson, Derek Alan)

Byrd, John (Pileggi, Michael)
Doughty, Myleek (Marsh, James T.)
Fox, Aaron P. (Maguire, Mark V.)
Graham, Issac (Foster, Edward Joseph)
Hall, Van (Pileggi, Michael)
Harrison, Basheen (Pileggi, Michael)
Harrison, Charles E. (O’Hanlon, Stephen 

Thomas)
Jackson, Donald (O’Hanlon, Stephen Thomas)
Jeffries, Quadir (Sturm, Cheryl J.)
Johnson, Allen (Privitera, Dino)
Jones, Barry (Sobel, Jonathan J.)
Jones, Naeem (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Karl, Roseboro C C. (Himebaugh, Teri B.)
Leach, Muhammed (Sobel, Jonathan J.)
Mcneil, Peter (Brown, Richard T. Jr.)
Nedab, Ernest (Barrish, David W.)
Parks, Paul (Foster, Edward Joseph)
Revell, Raheem (Mosser, Todd Michael)
Revels, Maurice (Pileggi, Michael)
Rollins, Saharris (Foster, Edward Joseph)
Roscoe, Kyleone K. (O’Connor, Lawrence J. Jr.)
Sem, Sovannara (Humble, Brian Francis)
Spady, Kennell (Turner, Dennis Irwin)
Trawick, Lathario (Mosser, Todd Michael)
Vincent, Mark (O’Hanlon, Stephen Thomas)
Viruet, Jospeh (Himebaugh, Teri B.)
Walton, Marcus M. (Schwab, Elizabeth Jane)
Williams, Saleem (McDermott, Michael I.)
Wilson, Devin (O’Hanlon, Stephen Thomas)
Room  1002-TAYLOR SMITH, 

J.
Adams, Ellis (Def. Assoc.)
Alexander, Dishon (Datner, Robert Frederick)
Archie, Damon (Def. Assoc.)
Baltimore, Syheem (Def. Assoc.)
Batista, Anderson (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Cumberbatch, Daveion (Def. Assoc.)
Davis, Alexis (Dennis, Charles E.)
Diaz, Anthony (Tinari, Eugene P.)
Diaz-cruz, Wilkin (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Green, Maurice (Turner, Alexandre Neuerburg)
Holloway, Terrell M. (Alva, Jeremy Evan)
Maldanado, Pedro (Walker, Jeremy Marcus)
Muhammad, Tariq (Marroletti, John A.)
Ortiz, Raynaldo (Yacoubian, George Setrag Jr.)
Perry, Javon (Def. Assoc.)
Perry, Javon A. (Def. Assoc.)
Phelan, Shawn (Def. Assoc.)
Sullivan, Brian (Alva, Jeremy-Evan)
Thomas, Marquel (Def. Assoc.)
Timbers, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Turner, Nafeese (Tinari, Eugene P.)
Tyson, David (Def. Assoc.)
Warren, Sharif B (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Williams, Kevin (De Ritis, Joseph Edward)

Room  1005-GIBBS, J.
Adams-hall, Artquan (Def. Assoc.)
Blackwell, Larry (Def. Assoc.)
Campbell, Frederick (Def. Assoc.)
Cardona, Manuel (Def. Assoc.)
Carr, Khalil (Def. Assoc.)
Davila-navarro, Jacob (Def. Assoc.)
Davis, Jermaine (Pagano, Gregory Joseph)
Deal, Quymir (Smith, Ronald Allan)
Dejesus, Jesus (Def. Assoc.)
Diaz, Carlos (Def. Assoc.)
Espinal, Joel L. (Rivera, Edwin R.)
Ferguson, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Gardner, Sierra (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Green, Francis (Def. Assoc.)
Hanson, Kristin (Quigg, Matthew William)
Harris, Monique G. (Def. Assoc.)
Hill, Latasha (Def. Assoc.)
Kelly, Brian (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Kent, Mark (Def. Assoc.)
Keyser, John (Def. Assoc.)
Lane, Ameer (ASSOCIATION, DEFENDER)
Lane, Diamond (Def. Assoc.)
Lane, Diamond T. (Def. Assoc.)
Lewis, Linda (Def. Assoc.)
Malachi, James (Def. Assoc.)
Mejia, Angel (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Moore, Kharee N. (Def. Assoc.)
Ohannon, Elias (Def. Assoc.)
Orbe-vidal, Christopher (Savino, Louis 

Theodore Jr.)
Ortiz, Jean (Def. Assoc.)
Paul, Tamia (Weiss, William Alfred)
Perez, Dominic (O’Riordan, Daniel John)
Petroski, Kasir (Def. Assoc.)
Priscopo, Alexandra (Bongiovanni, Lucille Ann)
Reyes, Hector (Def. Assoc.)
Rivera, Wanda (Def. Assoc.)
Ruziev, Zokir (Emhof, Richard Joseph)
Saez, Carlos (Def. Assoc.)
Savage, Elvin (Def. Assoc.)
Scarani, Sydney (Def. Assoc.)
Scott, Marquan (Def. Assoc.)
Smith, Dorothea (Def. Assoc.)
Sowah-wilson, Prince D. (Def. Assoc.)
Staley, Clay (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Sweeney, Steve A. (Def. Assoc.)
Taliaferro, Mikhai (Yacoubian, George Setrag 

Jr.)
Taylor, Wayne (Def. Assoc.)
Thomas, Stephon (Def. Assoc.)
Torres, Nahyda (Def. Assoc.)
Troop, Bradley (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Vazquez, Victor (Def. Assoc.)
Washington, Rashan (Def. Assoc.)
Watson, Amir (Def. Assoc.)
Wiggs, Brian (Sciolla, Guy R. II)
Wisner, Jaleel (Def. Assoc.)
Wright, Jalal (Kenny, Thomas)
Yorro, Elias J. (Def. Assoc.)

Room  1007-BRONSON, J.
Crawford, Donavan (McDermott, Michael I.)
Lakins, Lorenzo (Yacoubian, George Setrag Jr.)
Pennington, Deandre (Javie, Jason David)
Smith, Ferock
Room  1102-COVINGTON, J.

Rosario, Miguel (Nascimento, Lucas Tavares)
Womack-davis, Samir (Davis, William 

McFadden)
Room  1104-T/C 

ARRAIGNMENTS
Abner, Lorenzo (Def. Assoc.)
Benson, Aris (Def. Assoc.)
Brooker, Terrance (Def. Assoc.)
Bullard, James (Def. Assoc.)
Chestnut, Keenan (Foster, Edward Joseph)

Denson, Amzie (Def. Assoc.)
Diaz, Jose (Def. Assoc.)
Garraud, Daniel (Doherty, Patrick Thomas)
Gross, Steven (Def. Assoc.)
Howard, Kaim (Def. Assoc.)
Jones, Cory (Alboum, Samuel)
Labenz, Daniel J. (Def. Assoc.)
Marco, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Martin, Johnzell (Def. Assoc.)
Mcdonald, Jeffery (Lehman, David K.)
Miller, James (Def. Assoc.)
Myers, Marquis M. (Def. Assoc.)
Nagel, Scott (Amoriello, Gina A.)
Pereira, Guilherme (Weiss, William Alfred)
Raheem, Ackridge (Stern, Douglas Nathaniel)
Simmons, Naven (Def. Assoc.)
Smith, Nadirrah (Def. Assoc.)
Turner, Robert (Parkinson, Michael Patrick)
Walker, Darryl M. (Def. Assoc.)
Watson, Jamir (Def. Assoc.)

Room  1105-OPEN
Lamb, Michael (Foster, Edward Joseph)

Room  1108-CIANFRANI, J. 
(Ex. F)

Avelo, Carlos (Giuliani, Richard J.)
Bowers, Michelle (Dolfman, Douglas Lee)
Goldstein, Ari (Lippy, Elizabeth Louise)
Hayward, Tyrone (Sigman, Scott Philip)
Mcarthur, Larry (Def. Assoc.)
Reed, Tysheen (Def. Assoc.)
Reid, Richard (Dolfman, Douglas Lee)
Sanford, Shawn (Dolfman, Douglas Lee)
Wright, James H. (Coleman, Joseph L.)

CRIMINAL TRIAL DIVISION

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025
Room  502-KYRIAKAKIS, 

J.(OUT)
Alston, Kirkland (Def. Assoc.)
Keys, Leroy (Def. Assoc.)
Pullet, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Robbins, Tyrell A. (Kenny, Thomas)
Tyree, Khalil (Amoriello, Gina A.)

Room  505-PALUMBO, J.
Bailey, John (Griffin, John J.)
Banks, Norman (Def. Assoc.)
Campbell, Asante (Public Defender, 

Philadelphia)
Cannizzaro, Paul (Def. Assoc.)
Croston, Daequan S. (Def. Assoc.)
Digiacomo, Dominic J. (Def. Assoc.)
Dixon, Melvin (Defender, Public)
Gonzales, David (Def. Assoc.)
Gutierrez, Joel (Def. Assoc.)
Jarrett, Jared (Def. Assoc.)
Jarrett, Tyrese (Def. Assoc.)
Joseph, Atiya (Def. Assoc.)
Lee, Andre (Def. Assoc.)
Martin, Perry (Def. Assoc.)
Mendoza, Jose (Def. Assoc.)
Perrin, Tyrell (Def. Assoc.)
Robinson, Terrel (Def. Assoc.)
Santana, Waldis (Cigainero, Margeaux Kelly)
Santiago, Domingo S. (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Scott, James (Chisholm, Donald II)
Taylor, Stephen (Defender, Public)
Taylor, Steven (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Jermaine (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Jermaine L. (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Shamir R. (Def. Assoc.)

Room  602-LIGHTSEY, 
J.(OUT)

Bibbs, Dujuane (Def. Assoc.)
Bibbs, Dujuane H. (Def. Assoc.)
Billa, Kevin (Piccarreto, Marisa Anne)
Boyd, Keyon Durane (Coleman, Joseph L.)
Bradley, Taejohn (Yacoubian, George Setrag Jr.)
Cooper, Deon (Mann, Jessica Consuela)
Freas, Chase (De Ritis, Joseph Edward)
Hare, James (Sciolla, Guy R. II)
Mills, Voshon (Def. Assoc.)
Neuberger, Isaac M. (Malone, Thomas Brian)
Pepples, Tiesha S. (Def. Assoc.)
Rehman, Fasal (Datner, Robert Frederick)
Reiga, Rosita M. (Amoriello, Gina A.)
Robinson, Tevin K. (Amoriello, Gina A.)
Scott, Troy (Kramer, Max Gerson)
Small, Demetrius (Datner, Robert Frederick)
Stevenson, Ricky (Cameron, Angelo Leroy)
Thomas, Shawn (Def. Assoc.)

Room  607-EHRLICH, J.
Amparo, Benjamin (Kauffman, Earl G.)
Banks, Rasheed (Kramer, Max Gerson)
Banniger, Anthony J. (O’Connor, Lawrence J. 

Jr.)
Byrd, Ronald (Trott, Vincent George)
Carter, Matthew (Davis, William McFadden)
Dixon, Aikeem (Def. Assoc.)
Evans, Chad (Def. Assoc.)
Fleming, Elijah (Gamburg, Robert Marc)
Henry, Khalil (Amoriello, Gina A.)
Jackson, John (Silverman, Daniel)
Justiniano, Jorge (Def. Assoc.)
Lipscomb, Tyreek (Def. Assoc.)
Payne, Charles (Def. Assoc.)
Price, Keith (Link, Robert Patrick)
Scott, Duwan (Stretton, Samuel C.)
Sellers, Emmanuel (Def. Assoc.)
Sellers, Emmanuel F. (Def. Assoc.)
Tutira, Toleksis (Def. Assoc.)
Vega-gomez, Evander (Def. Assoc.)
Wallace, Carzell (Def. Assoc.)
Wideman, Jeremiah (Def. Assoc.)
Wideman, Jeremiah A. (Def. Assoc.)

Room  701-EISENHOWER, 
J.(OUT)

Davis, Troy (Sobel, Jonathan J.)
Heinemann, Shane (Def. Assoc.)
Montero, Luis (Alva, Jeremy-Evan)
Robinson, Jahmir (Def. Assoc.)
Robinson, Kyle (Def. Assoc.)
Smart, Dennis (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Amir (Glanzberg, David Seth)
Woods, Marcus (Marroletti, John A.)

Room  702-HANGLEY, J.(See 

1008)Ex.W
Brown, Jabari O. (Def. Assoc.)
Medina, Steven (Fish, Illon Ross)
Parks, Eddie (Ward, Annemarie Elizabeth)
Uqdah, Montez (Abdul-Rahman, Qawi)
Ward, Jahaad (Def. Assoc.)

Room  704-SABATINA, J.(See 
604)

Agosto, Yiochie (Def. Assoc.)
Bermudez-rosario, Joshua (Def. Assoc.)
Davis, Deborah (Def. Assoc.)
Dhib, Abderahmane (Def. Assoc.)
Flood, Khalil R. (Jerrehian, Matthew Louis)
Green, Jason A. (Def. Assoc.)
Harrell, James (Def. Assoc.)
Martin, Robert (Def. Assoc.)
Rodriguez, Octavio (Def. Assoc.)
Stevens, Tristan (Def. Assoc.)
Towns, William (Def. Assoc.)
Waugh, Jaquann S. (Def. Assoc.)
Xu, Mingfei (Auspitz, Charles)

Room  705-WILLIAMS, 
J.(OUT)

Barber, Jalil (Def. Assoc.)
Briggs, Jonathan (Def. Assoc.)
Burnett, Shante (Def. Assoc.)
Gonzalez, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Lashai (Def. Assoc.)
Morgan, Stacy (Def. Assoc.)
Robinson, Laurnisha (Def. Assoc.)
Santos, Altoviste (Def. Assoc.)
Seabron, Stephen (Def. Assoc.)
Seijas-mella, Elvis (Def. Assoc.)
Room  707-CAMPBELL, J.(See 

508)
Brown, Daniel A. (McCaul, John Francis)
El, Atum (Szanto, Jules Norris)
Gibson, Kasim (Def. Assoc.)
Hankins, Clifton (Def. Assoc.)
Jarrett, Carl (Def. Assoc.)
Manley, Timothy L. (Gessner, Scott)
Mays, Robert (Love, William Allan)
Outerbridge, Elante (Tarpey, Timothy J.)
Parsons, Shawn (Def. Assoc.)
Robbins, Maleik (Colon, Christian)
Sydney, Malik (Godshall, Anthony Francis)
Williams, Ivan (Yacoubian, George Setrag Jr.)
Room  801-BRYANT-POWELL, 

J.
Abdullah, Ibrahim (Def. Assoc.)
Brown, David (Def. Assoc.)
Burns, Isaih C. (Def. Assoc.)
Drayton, Shahir (Def. Assoc.)
Friend, Rafiyq T. (Def. Assoc.)
Jamison, Mystique (Def. Assoc.)
Montanez, Michael (Dolfman, Douglas Lee)
Parnell, Lunzy (Def. Assoc.)
Pascuzzo, Terence (Def. Assoc.)
Willis, Walter (Def. Assoc.)

Room  802-CLEMONS, J.(M 
Only)

Artis, Qydire (Sciolla, Guy R. II)
Burman, Robert (Def. Assoc.)
Dass, Peter (Def. Assoc.)
Fields, Qaadir A. (Def. Assoc.)
Fowler, Prevarious (Def. Assoc.)
Henderson, James (Def. Assoc.)
Room  804-SAWYER, J.(OUT)

Baldwin, Robert C. (Def. Assoc.)
Banks, Arnold (Def. Assoc.)
Briscoe, Joseph (Def. Assoc.)
Brunson, Christopher (Def. Assoc.)
Butler, Tyreece (Def. Assoc.)
Christian, Quamere (Scarpello, Joshua E.)
Copper, William (Def. Assoc.)
Darby, Zeki (Def. Assoc.)
Dejesus, Hector (Def. Assoc.)
Delvalle, Miguel (Gessner, Scott)
Faison, James (Def. Assoc.)
Gorden, Seth (Def. Assoc.)
Hampton, Julius (Gessner, Scott)
Henry, Tyshon (Humble, Brian Francis)
Johnson, Dymere (Def. Assoc.)
La, Jackson V. (Kelly, Joseph Kevin)
Lewis, Reginald (Def. Assoc.)
Maduro, Julio (Def. Assoc.)
Malave, Nicky (Def. Assoc.)
Mcmillan, Mekhi (Def. Assoc.)
Mosley, Robert (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Ortega, Ivan (Def. Assoc.)
Owens, Tariq (Def. Assoc.)
Palmer, Ahmed (Def. Assoc.)
Perfidio, Robert J. (Def. Assoc.)
Pierson, Brian (Def. Assoc.)
Robinson, Nazeer (Mischak, David B.)
Royster, Rasheed (Abdul-Rahman, Qawi)
Sanchez, Jesus (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Williams, Donovan (Kannah, Nixon Teah)
Williams, Jovan A. (Def. Assoc.)

Room  805-ROSS, J.(OUT) 
PALUMBO, J.

Burke, Ebony A. (Hughes, Evan T. L.)
Doe, Jane (Def. Assoc.)
Ferguson, Kaison (Def. Assoc.)
Lane, Barry (Def. Assoc.)
Long, Jermaine (Def. Assoc.)
Marcum, Colter (Def. Assoc.)
Millner, John (Def. Assoc.)
Morrow, David (Def. Assoc.)
Mott, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Perez, Charles (Def. Assoc.)
Rice, Allen S. (Def. Assoc.)
Rodriguez, Jessiah (Def. Assoc.)
Rodriguez, Junielle G.
Smith, Andre
Torres, Francisco (Sciolla, Guy R. II)
Watson, Anthony
Wright, Gwenn

Room  807-ANHALT, J.(Ex.T)
Brown, Khadijah L. (O’Riordan, Daniel John)
Bryan, Eric K. (Turner, Dennis Irwin)
Guerra, Jason (O’Connor, Lawrence J. Jr.)
Hall, Keith (Dolfman, Douglas Lee)
Mccullough, Alana (Osei, Nana Yaw Adom)
Moore, Bileis J. (Def. Assoc.)
Powell, Milashia L. (O’Hanlon, Stephen 

Thomas)
Pritchett, Zackary

Rodriguez, Jamil (Kramer, Max Gerson)
Walker, Martin (Levin, Peter Alan)

Room  808-KAMAU, J.
Alston, Anthony (Mann, Jessica Consuela)
Beasley, Cole (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Bennett, Maria H. (Def. Assoc.)
Caraballo, Elio (Def. Assoc.)
Devery, John (Weiss, William Alfred)
Diaz, Rolando (Def. Assoc.)
Enriquez Estevez, Enriquez (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Latienta (Jerrehian, Matthew Louis)
Marsh, Ronald (Funt, James Adam)
Miller, Keeynan (Def. Assoc.)
Nelson, Melvin (Def. Assoc.)
Nunez, Angel (Kadish, Jason Christopher)
Payne, Dwayne (Sigman, Scott Philip)
Perry, Gotti (Def. Assoc.)
Ray, Kareem (Def. Assoc.)
Rivera-albino, Christian (Def. Assoc.)
Spivery, Saddiqua (Latta, Denita Cherell)
Tilghman, Phillip (Szanto, Jules Norris)
Williams, Corey (Reynolds, Coley Obrien)

Room  901-BROWN, J.(OUT)
Baptiste, Kent J. (Def. Assoc.)
Davis, Amir (Jerrehian, Matthew Louis)
Davis, Tyshon (Osei, Nana Yaw Adom)
Desmond, Abernathy Maurice (O’Connor, 

Lawrence J. Jr.)
Griffin, Brian E. (Cioschi, Jonathan David)
Hill, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Kinard, Naeem (Def. Assoc.)
Lopez-agosto, Carlos (Sigman, Scott Philip)
Luckey, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Morales, Jose A. (Johnson, Shaka Mzee)
Rivers, Raykwan (Def. Assoc.)
Smallwood, Karoon (Def. Assoc.)
Tonzeli, Kenneth (Def. Assoc.)
Turpin, Larry (Boyd, Matthew Christopher)

Room  902-WOELPPER, J.
Bryant, James (Godshall, Anthony Francis)
Carter, Bryhem (Def. Assoc.)
Cooks, Jovon (Humble, Brian Francis)
Gonzalez, Enrique (Link, Robert Patrick)
Hatch, Khadijah (Amoriello, Gina A.)
Hernandez, Matthew (Kramer, Max Gerson)
Hicks, Khaleel (Kadish, Jason Christopher)
Jacobs, Deborah (Def. Assoc.)
Joyner, Terrance (Humble, Brian Francis)
Little, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Mazzccua, Imani (Def. Assoc.)
Pleasant, David (Def. Assoc.)
Senior, Cierra A. (Def. Assoc.)
Spann, Salim (Browning, Deon Basheer)
Taylor, Andre (Abdul-Rahman, Qawi)
Taylor, Darrin (Birley, Kevin Thomas)
Torrance, Jamilah (Diamondstein, Michael Jay)
Williams, Tammie (Def. Assoc.)
Wilson, Akeem (Def. Assoc.)

Room  904-OPEN
Reaves, Imir (Levin, Peter Alan)

Room  905-SHAFFER, J.
Cousin, Emanuel (Def. Assoc.)
Davis, Tony (Fiore, Todd R.)
Dixonel, Jahlil T. (Def. Assoc.)
Golding, Charles G. (Clemens, Thomas C.)
Grazier, Jaden (Def. Assoc.)
Hale, Reginald D. (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Hartley, Christopher (Def. Assoc.)
Hill, Paul (Alva, Jeremy-Evan)
Johnson, Lamont (Def. Assoc.)
Rodriguez, William (Capek, Justin Charles)
Rowe, Steven (Def. Assoc.)
Serrano, Angel (Capek, Justin Charles)
Smith, Kadeem (Javie, Jason David)
Smith, Theodore (Turner, Dennis Irwin)
Williamson, Dennis (Steenson, Derek Alan)

Room  907-O’KEEFE, J.
Combs, Jack (Flores, Claudia Beatriz)
Combs, Jack B. (Flores, Claudia Beatriz)
Dawson, Lonnie (Mischak, David B.)
Graham, Mahki H. (Amoriello, Gina A.)
Hameed, Saheed (Jerrehian, Matthew Louis)
Hill, Takir (Steenson, Derek Alan)
Jamison, Khyeir L. (Fiore, Todd R.)
Singer, Javon (Link, Robert Patrick)
Torresmieces, Darys (Def. Assoc.)
Welcome, Nasir (Tate Martinez, Angela R.)
Whitingham, Donald (Def. Assoc.)
Yeiser, Gary A. (Gamburg, Robert Marc)

Room  908-BRANDEIS-
ROMAN, J.

Battle, James (Yacoubian, George Setrag Jr.)
Hernandez, Yashira (Savino, Louis Theodore Jr.)
Lewis, Khalil (Duckett, Cowanis Lee Jr.)
Santana, Nicholas (McMahon, John J. Jr.)
Serrano, Justin (Godshall, Anthony Francis)
Sherman, Jerrald (Godshall, Anthony Francis)
Room  1001-SHULTZ, J.(OUT)
Anderson, James L. (Goldstein, Zak Taylor)
Britt, Jori (Diamondstein, Michael Jay)
Burns, Eamon (Def. Assoc.)
Dennis, Rosalie (Campbell, R. Christopher)
Ellis, Deon (O’Connor, Lawrence J. Jr.)
Gillins, Bruce (Robinson, Louisa Ashmead)
Johnson, Tymear K. (Server, Gary Sanford)
Mahaffey, Jason L. (Def. Assoc.)
Mckelvie, Darrell N. (Waterman, Clayton Don)
Mikell, Damien (Foster, Edward Joseph)
Mott, Gregory (Himebaugh, Teri B.)
Purvis, Michael (Silverman, Daniel)
Room  1002-TAYLOR SMITH, 

J.(OUT)
Barnes, Dominick V. (Johnson, Carl Reginald)
Carrera, Francisco (Def. Assoc.)
Echevarria-collins, Jerry (Defender, Public 

Philadelphia)
Garris, Jamir (Def. Assoc.)
Johnson, Stephon (Giuliani, Richard J.)
Joyner, Melvin (Def. Assoc.)
Lawson, Michael A. (Nasuti, Carmen Charles 

III)
Lee, Carl (Def. Assoc.)
Lynch, Phillip (Def. Assoc.)
Mickens, Derek (Def. Assoc.)
Murray, Deantay (Smith, Ronald Allan)
Thomas, Prince (Def. Assoc.)
Thomas, Prince N. (Def. Assoc.)

Room  1004-GAGNON (T,W 
Only)
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Bradstreet, Simon (O’Connell, James J.)
Clark, Nasir (Def. Assoc.)
Craig, Jaquon `. (Def. Assoc.)
Crawford, Consuela (Def. Assoc.)
Finney, Bernard (Def. Assoc.)
Glover, Willie C. (Def. Assoc.)
Gonzalez, Jesus (Bowers, Peter C.)
Guzman, Angel (Def. Assoc.)
Hardy, Montrell (DEFENDER 

ASSOCIATION)
Hardy, Montrell R. (Def. Assoc.)
Harrison, Ahmed (Tarpey, Timothy J.)
Hunter, Thomas (Burrows, William Gordon)
Jones, Tyvine (Abdul-Rahman, Qawi)
Jordan, Rasheeb (Tinari, Eugene P.)
Lee, Sione (Def. Assoc.)
Lopez, Alexis (Mann, Jessica Consuela)
Marshall, Andre (Def. Assoc.)
Mims, Kalief (Def. Assoc.)
Myers, Daniel (Def. Assoc.)
Perkins, Gary (Schultz, Joseph Todd)
Phillips, Kameron (Def. Assoc.)
Ramirez, Damien (Kramer, Max Gerson)
Ramirez, Damien Q. (Def. Assoc.)
Reese, Elijah (Def. Assoc.)
Rhames, Muhamad (Def. Assoc.)
Roundtree, Rashan (Def. Assoc.)
Stinnette-bowman, Marquan (Coleman, Joseph 

L.)
Stowe, Alfred (Def. Assoc.)
Wilkins, Shynaia (Def. Assoc.)
Williams, Evian (O’Donnell, Joseph H. Jr.)
Wills, Akeem (Def. Assoc.)

Room  1005-GIBBS, J.(Ex. W)
Abdullah, Humza (Def. Assoc.)
Aguirre, Fernando O. (Kenny, Thomas)
Albertson, Eric (Def. Assoc.)
Boone, Stenphen (Def. Assoc.)
Brown, Koya F. (Fish, Illon Ross)
Colon, Louie (Osei, Nana Yaw Adom)
Crutchfield, Shiera (Def. Assoc.)
Devine-tutte, Christian (Humble, Brian Francis)
Donuk, Durson (Def. Assoc.)
Fowlkes, Dahmir (Def. Assoc.)
Geiger, Jessica (Def. Assoc.)
Geiger, Jessica E. (Def. Assoc.)
Glass, Quadir (Tinari, Eugene P.)
Gonzalez, Omar (Def. Assoc.)
Guy, Jason (Def. Assoc.)
Haines, Toni (Def. Assoc.)
Hernandez, Ray (Def. Assoc.)
Hicks, Dana A. (Dolfman, Douglas Lee)
Johnson, Lawrence (Def. Assoc.)
Lewis, Daniel (Def. Assoc.)
Maddox, Devon (Def. Assoc.)
Middleton, Johnta (Def. Assoc.)
Minor, Raymond (Def. Assoc.)
Murtha, Kelly (Def. Assoc.)
Nurriddin, Imara B. (Def. Assoc.)
Patterson, Shawn K. (Def. Assoc.)
Ramirez, Shalom (Def. Assoc.)
Ramirez, Shalom S. (Def. Assoc.)
Rivera, Yosdy (Def. Assoc.)
Rodriguez, Angel (Def. Assoc.)
Rodriguez, Muhammad (Goodman, Leon 

Dominic)
Rolon-feliciano, Dennis (Def. Assoc.)
Rosado, Michale (Def. Assoc.)
Santiago, Omar (Def. Assoc.)
Sargent, Carl (Def. Assoc.)
Schnider, Andrew (Def. Assoc.)
Smith-allen, Lamont (Gessner, Scott)
Stone, Quadir (Def. Assoc.)
Sylvester, John (Latta, Denita Cherell)
Torres, Luis (Def. Assoc.)
Torres, Torres (Def. Assoc.)
Valdez-aviles, Daniel (Def. Assoc.)
Velazquez, Emanuel (Def. Assoc.)
Whiten, James (Stern, Douglas Nathaniel)
Wilson, Niheem (De Ritis, Joseph Edward)
Youmgblood, Shakir (Def. Assoc.)
Youngblood, Shakir (Def. Assoc.)

Room  1007-BRONSON, J.
Gormley, Jacob (Defender, Public)

Room  1102-COVINGTON, 
J.(OUT)

Collins, Daniel (Sigman, Scott Philip)
Rivera, Isaiah (Auspitz, Charles)
Rodriguez, Cesear (Parkinson, Michael Patrick)
Rodriguez, Cesear A. (Parkinson, Michael 

Patrick)
Thomas, Nathaniel (Def. Assoc.)

Room  1104-T/C 
ARRAIGNMENTS

Aguilar, Aminah (Def. Assoc.)
Alvarez, Anthony (Shaw, Brianna Corine)
Brown, Christopher (Def. Assoc.)
Bruce, Donnell (Def. Assoc.)
Bunch, Alex (Clemens, Thomas C.)
Burton, Shanieka E. (Def. Assoc.)
Canty, James (Def. Assoc.)
Chandler, Timothy (Def. Assoc.)
Chavis, Donte (Marroletti, John A.)
Coles, Kiry (Kadish, Jason Christopher)
Colon, Jayden (Def. Assoc.)
Diaz, Isaac (Kenny, Thomas)
Diaz-johnson, Elijah (Def. Assoc.)
Diaz-ortiz, William (Rainey, Debra Denise)
Dockery, Reheem (Def. Assoc.)
Donlen, Kevin (Def. Assoc.)
Elliss, Michael (Def. Assoc.)
Fisher, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Freeman, Maryam (Def. Assoc.)
French, David (Fiore, Todd R.)
Garcia-berroa, Nayley (Fitzpatrick, Thomas 

Odell)
Goldsmith, Nazier (Def. Assoc.)
Gonzalez, Jose (Shaw, Brianna Corine)
Hall, Colin W. (Wimmer, Lauren A.)
Hayes, Leroy V. (Greenblatt, Ronald)
Heath, Ezra S. (Levin, Andrew Joseph)
Jeffcoat, Antonio (Def. Assoc.)
Jennings, Naikei (Osei, Nana Yaw Adom)
Keyser, John (Def. Assoc.)
Lewis, William (Def. Assoc.)
Norman, Jihaad N. (Def. Assoc.)
Paris, Anthony (Def. Assoc.)
Peralta, Egal (Def. Assoc.)
Perez, Alejandro (Coleman, Joseph L.)
Prather, Daniel (Def. Assoc.)
Raymond, Zymia (Def. Assoc.)
Reid, Paul G. (Sciolla, Guy R. II)

Richardson, Ziona (Smoker, Philip Andrew)
Robins, Monica (Def. Assoc.)
Rosado, Jose (Pagano, Gregory Joseph)
Rowan, Norman (Def. Assoc.)
Savage, Elvin (Def. Assoc.)
Seda, Angel (Tarpey, Timothy J.)
Smith, Faheem (McLaughlin, Brandi L.)
Smith, Jasmine M. (Abdul-Rahman, Qawi)
Tiernan, Michael E. (Def. Assoc.)
Velazquez, Jose (Def. Assoc.)
Westerfer, Lawrence (Def. Assoc.)
White, Kyle (Def. Assoc.)
Wilson, Isaiah (Def. Assoc.)
Wright, Shaquill (Def. Assoc.)
Zaccario, William J. (Def. Assoc.)
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1 CAPITAL ONE , N.A. v. JENKINS
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Mauro
3 FedChoice Federal Credit Union c/o 
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4 Navy Federal Credit Union v. Moxley
5 Navy Federal Credit Union v. Bowman
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11 Midland Credit Management, Inc. v. 
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COURT OF APPEALS

NOT PRECEDENTIAL 
OPINIONS FILED

DECEMBER 16, 2025

PER CURIAM
In Re: Alton D. Brown; 25-2947; judgment of 

the district court affirmed.

BY McKEE, J.
USA v. Maurice Smith; 24-2734; judgment of 

the district court affirmed.

DISTRICT COURT

MEMORANDA AND 
ORDERS

DECEMBER 15, 2025

BY WEILHEIMER, J.
Allmerica Financial Benefit Insurance 

Company et al v. Hunt et al; 24-2767; In 
closing, this Court recognizes that this is a 
close case, the facts and circumstances of which 
will likely never be considered outside of this 
docket.

BY HENRY, J.
Seals v. Grateful Hearts LLC; 24-5891; For the 

reasons discussed more fully above, I approve 
the Agreement in full.

BY PEREZ, J.
Allen-Murphy v. Murphy; 25-3330; For the 

foregoing reasons, the Court will dismiss the 
Second Amended Complaint pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. 1915(e)(2)(B)(ii) for failure to state a 
claim.

BY PEREZ, J.
Jorge Alberto Picon v. David O’Neill, et al.; 

25-6731; This Court will therefore grant Mr. 
Picon’s habeas petition and order his immedi-
ate release.

BY SANCHEZ, J.
Bruno v. Bucks County Prison et al; 25-6931; 

For the reasons stated, Bruno’s Complaint will 
be dismissed without prejudice.

BY SCHMEHL, J.
TYCIAK v. Brennan et al; 25-4991; For the 

foregoing reasons, the Court will grant Tyciak 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis and dismiss 
her Complaint in its entirety.

CIVIL ACTIONS
The defendant’s name appears 

first, followed by the name of the 
plaintiff, the number, the nature of 
the suit and the name of plaintiff’s 
attorney.

DECEMBER 16, 2025
Novo Nordisk Inc.;  Novo Nordisk A/S;  Eli 

Lilly and Company --Bonnie Lively; 25-07059; 
Diversity; K.S. Marston.

National Railroad Passenger Corporati
on;  Amtrak;  Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation Authority--Calvin Lee; 
25-07060; Fed. Question; G.J. Pappert.

Joseph N. Jackson:  Bright Nites, Inc.:  John 
Doe 1--Patricia Hicks:  Anthony Bevilacqua; 
25-07061; Diversity; M.K. Costello.

Novo Nordisk A/S;  Novo Nordisk, Inc.--
Marshall Korkow; 25-07063; Diversity; K.S. 
Marston.

Frank J. Bisignano--Ana Maria Montes; 
25-07064; U.S. Government Defendant; C.G. 
Cinquanto.

First Advantage Background Services Corp--
Janelle Jones; 25-07065; Fed. Question; M.R. 
Perez.

Novo Nordisk A/S;  Novo Nordisk, Inc.;  Eli 
Lilly and Company--Patricia Imler; 25-07067; 
Diversity; K.S. Marston.

Federal Detention Center 
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Philadelphia:  Michael Rose:  Todd 
Lyons--Abbos Mirdjalilov; 25-07068; U.S. 
Government Defendant.

Mohammad Ijaz:  Shaista Ijaz:  Sejal.1211 
LLC--Owen Visser; 25-07069; Diversity.

Fulton Bank National Association;  Fulton 
Bank National Association d/b/a Fulton Bank--
William Dinon; 25-07072; Fed. Question.

Frank Bisignano--Jason T Spatola; 25-07074; 
U.S. Government Defendant.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company--
Joseph Cancelliere:  Mary Joan Laphan 
Cancelliere; 25-07076; Diversity.

Frank Bisignano--Kelly Plattenberger; 
25-07077; U.S. Government Defendant.

Novo Nordisk A/S;  Novo Nordisk, Inc.--
Rosalind Martin; 25-07078; Diversity.

Novo Nordisk A/S;  Novo Nordisk, Inc.;  Eli 
Lilly and Company--Elesa Wiley; 25-07079; 
Diversity.

Unum Life Insurance Company of America--
John McCann; 25-07082; Fed. Question.

University of Pennsylvania--Lasha Vample; 
25-07083; Diversity.

Eli Lilly and Company--Kathy Downey; 
25-07084; Diversity.

NRT Philadelphia LLC d/b/a Coldwell 
Banker Realty--Doriean Jackson; 25-07085; 
Diversity.

Eli Lilly and Company;  Lilly USA, LLC--
Miguel Gamez; 25-07086; Diversity.

84 Lumber Company;  Carrier 
Corporation;  Curtiss-Wright Corporation--
Richard C Todd, Jr:  Vicky Todd; 25-07087; 
Fed. Question.

Woods Services Inc.;  Woods Services 
Foundation;  Woods Services Medical Practice 
Group, LLC--Alisha Price-Sylvain; 25-07089; 
Diversity.

Novo Nordisk Inc.,:  Novo Nordisk A/S--
Mark Gilbert; 25-07090; Diversity.

Cincinnati Insurance Company--Travelers 
Casualty Insurance Company of America; 
25-07091; Diversity.

Novo Nordisk Inc.,:  Novo Nordisk A/S--
Madonna Henline; 25-07092; Diversity.

J.L. Jamison--Mr. Pedro Nahum Cibrian 
Matute; 25-07093; U.S. Government 
Defendant.

David O’Neill:  Secretary of the DHS Kristi 
Noem:  Attorney General Pamela Bondi-
-Pedro Sanchez Vargas; 25-07094; U.S. 
Government Defendant.

Novo Nordisk Inc.,;  Novo Nordisk A/S;  Eli 
Lilly and Company--Lisa Schumpert; 
25-07095; Diversity.

Allied Protection Service LLC--Robert 
Kinnard; 25-07096; Fed. Question.

Novo Nordisk A/S;  Novo Nordisk, Inc.--
Kimberly Williford; 25-07097; Diversity.

Novo Nordisk A/S;  Novo Nordisk, Inc.--Joseph 
Johnson; 25-07098; Diversity.

Geodis Logistics, LLC;  Geodis USA, Inc.--
Kimberly Graeff; 25-07088; Fed. Question.

BANKRUPTCY COURT

PETITIONS FILED
DECEMBER 15, 2025

(READING)

Chapter 7
Brennan Scott Miller, 105 East Main Street 

Apartment A, Fleetwood, PA 19522 -- 
Robert H. Holber; United States Trustee; 
25-15120; no summaries listed; D.W. Tidd, 
atty.; P.M. Mayer, B.J.

Chapter 13
Martin Kareem James, 35 W. 4th Street, 

Northampton, PA 18067 -- United States 
Trustee; 25-15127; no summaries listed; V. 
Rubino, atty.; P.M. Mayer, B.J.

Jason M. Bowen, 1030 River Crest Drive, 
Reading, PA 19605 -- United States 
Trustee; 25-15129; no summaries listed; B.H. 
Mendelsohn, atty.; P.M. Mayer, B.J.

DECEMBER 15, 2025

(PHILADELPHIA)

Chapter 7
Brian C. Dikun, 126 West Union St, West 

Chester, PA 19382 -- Christine C. Shubert; 
United States Trustee; 25-15123; no summaries 
listed; J.A. Gagliardi, atty.; D.J. Baker, B.J.

Robert Edward Nord, 2348 S. Lambert Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19145 -- Christine C. 
Shubert; United States Trustee; 25-15128; 
no summaries listed; M.A. Cataldo, atty.; P.M. 
Mayer, B.J.

Nadia Thybulle, 2708 Stockley Lane, 
Downingtown, PA 19335 -- Christine C. 
Shubert; United States Trustee; 25-15130; 
no summaries listed; J.L. Quinn, atty.; A.M. 
Chan, B.J.

Zoe Phelicty-Rose Brazzle, 2128 Sunnyside 
Ave, Pottstown, PA 19464 -- Christine C. 
Shubert; United States Trustee; 25-15132; 
no summaries listed; J.L. Quinn, atty.; A.M. 
Chan, B.J.

Barney Antonio Bustion, Sr., 7901 Henry 
Ave Apt D211, Philadelphia, PA 19128 -- 
Christine C. Shubert; United States Trustee; 
25-15134; no summaries listed; J.M. Offen, 
atty.; D.J. Baker, B.J.

Chapter 13
Paata Aptsiauri, 860 Hendrix Street, 

Philadelphia, PA 19116 -- Kenneth E. West; 
United States Trustee; 25-15121; no summaries 
listed; D.J. Averett, atty.; A.M. Chan, B.J.

Brian T Lendzioszek, 120 Sacramento 
Dr., Quakertown, PA 18951 -- Scott F. 
Waterman [Chapter 13]; United States 
Trustee; 25-15122; no summaries listed; M.S. 
Schwartz, atty.; A.M. Chan, B.J.

Lawrence W. Swartz, Jr., 1930 Lawrence Road, 
Apt A-14, Havertown, PA 19083 -- Kenneth 
E. West; United States Trustee; 25-15124; 
no summaries listed; B.J. Sadek, atty.; D.J. 
Baker, B.J.

Walter R Beckhorn, 2049 Brown Avenue, Apt. 
E23, Bensalem, PA 19020 -- Christine C. 
Shubert; United States Trustee; 25-15125; 
no summaries listed; P.H. Young, atty.; P.M. 

Mayer, B.J.
Simone Glover, 110 Weaver Court, Lansdale, 

PA 19446 -- United States Trustee; 
25-15126; no summaries listed; S. Glover, atty.; 
A.M. Chan, B.J.

Hector Manuel Oyola-Cartagena, 3511 W. 3rd 
Street, Marcus Hook, PA 19061 -- United 
States Trustee; 25-15131; no summaries list-
ed; M.P. Capilato, atty.; P.M. Mayer, B.J.

Leslie Burrell, 18 W Pomona Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 -- United States 
Trustee; 25-15133; no summaries listed; D.M. 
Offen, atty.; A.M. Chan, B.J.

ADVERSARY ACTIONS
The defendant’s name appears first in 
heavy type, followed by the name of the 
plaintiff, the number, the nature of the suit 
and the name of plaintiff’s attorney.

DECEMBER 16, 2025

(READING)

Chapter 13
Horace G. Watson, 204 W. Green Street, 

Reading, PA 19601 -- First Commonwealth 
Federal Credit Union; 25-00249; 21 Validity, 
priority or extent of lien or other interest in 
property; B.H. Mendelsohn, atty.; P.M. Mayer, 
B.J.

SUPREME COURT

ORDERS & DECREES 
December 08, 2025

Com. v. Cruz-Cruz, Petitioner; 327 MAL 
2025; The Petition for Allowance of Appeal 
is Denied.

Com. v. Dipietro, Petitioner; 399 MAL 2025; 
The Petition for Allowance of Appeal is 
Granted, limited to the issue set forth below. 
Allocatur is Denied as to all remaining issues.

December 09, 2025
Com. v. Edmonds, Petitioner; 271 EAL 2025; 

The Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.
Com. v. Edmonds, Petitioner; 272 EAL 2025; 

The Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.
Com. v. Samuels, Petitioner; 386 MAL 2025; 

The Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.
County Of Fulton v. Secretary Of The 

Commonwealth; 13 MAP 2025; The order 
of the Commonwealth Court is Affirmed. 
The Application of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth for an Order Imposing 
Sanctions on Appellants and Their Counsel for 
Vexatious, Obdurate, and Dilatory Litigation 
Conduct is Denied.

PNC Bank, National Association, Petitioner 
v. Vodde-Hamilton; 122 WAL 2025; The 
Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.

Com. v. Learn, Petitioner; 166 WAL 2025; The 
Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.

Com. v. Klingensmith, Petitioner; 177 WAL 
2025; The Petition for Allowance of Appeal 
is Denied.

Colon-Marte, Petitioner v. Martinez-Arce; 
189 MM 2025; The “Petition for Extraordinary 
Relief under the King’s Bench Powers,” the 
“Motion for Leave of Court to Amend Petition,” 
the “Emergency Supplemental Filing,” the 
“Motion for Leave to File Supplemental 
Certificate of Child Abuse,” the “Motion to 
Compel Discovery and Production of Records,” 
the “Motion to Compel Ferpa Compliance,” 
the “Application for Relief,” the “Application 
for Extraordinary Relief and Request for 
Interim Protective Direction,” the “Combined 
Motion – Enforcement, Emergency Relief, 
and Supplemental New Evidence,” the 
“Motion to Submit Supplemental Evidence 
of Retaliation,” the “Emergency Motion 
for Stay of Enforcement,” the “Motion to 
Compel Discovery . . . and to Require Formal 
Disclosure,” the “Motion to Appoint a Special 
Master,” the “Motion to Direct Respondents 
to File Answers,” and the “Motion for Rule to 
Show Cause” are Denied.

December 10, 2025
Com. v. Holt, Petitioner; 204 EAL 2025; The 

Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.

December 11, 2025
 In The Interest Of: H.A.W., A Minor Petition 

Of: A.W., Mother; 422 EAL 2025; The 
Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.

 In The Interest Of: C.M.A., A Minor Petition 
Of: A.W., Mother; 423 EAL 2025; The 
Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.

 In The Interest Of: S.L.W., A Minor Petition 
Of: A.W., Mother; 424 EAL 2025; The 
Petition for Allowance of Appeal is Denied.

In the Matter of Aryn Lee Gruneisen Petition 
For Reinstatement From Inactive Status; 123 
DB 2025; The Report and Recommendation of 
Disciplinary Board Member dated November 
26, 2025 is approved and it is Ordered that 
Aryn Lee Gruneisen, who has been on Inactive 
Status, has demonstrated that the petitioner has 
the moral qualifications, competency and learn-
ing in law required for admission to practice 
in the Commonwealth, shall be and is, hereby 
reinstated to active status as a member of 
the Bar of this Commonwealth. The expenses 
incurred by the Board in the investigation and 
processing of this matter shall be paid by the 
Petitioner.

SUPERIOR COURT

OPINIONS FILED & 
JUDGMENT ORDERS

PER CURIAM

November 25, 2025
Com. v. Wright; 1537 EDA 2024; Affirmed.
Com. v. Saunder; 2012 EDA 2024; Affirmed; 

Comments: Jurisdiction relinquished.

November 24, 2025

Com. v. Bradley; 1763 EDA 2024; Affirmed; 
Comments: Jurisdiction relinquished.

Com. v. Smith; 3077 EDA 2024; Affirmed.
Com. v. Smith; 3078 EDA 2024; Affirmed.
Com. v. Simmons; 271839 EDA 2025; Affirmed; 

Comments: Jurisdiction relinquished.
Com. v. Grubb; 475 EDA 2025; Affirmed - 

Application to Withdraw as Counsel Granted.
Com. v. Grubb; 476 EDA 2025; Affirmed - 

Application to Withdraw as Counsel Granted.
Com. v. Brocenbrough; 513 EDA 2025; 

Affirmed.
Rudzinski v. Salmon; 945 EDA 2025; Affirmed.

November 21, 2025
Est. of G.D. v. The Children’s Hospital of 

Phila.; 2444 EDA 2024; Vacated/Remanded; 
Comments: Jurisdiction is relinquished.

Santo v. Batterman; 3350 EDA 2024; Affirmed.
Com. v. Allen; 454 EDA 2025; Affirmed.
Est. of C. Yoffee, Appeal of: Yoffe, L.; 690 EDA 

2025; Affirmed.
Com. v. Babish; 765 EDA 2025; Affirmed.
Com. v. Campbell; 936 EDA 2025; Application to 

Withdraw as Counsel Denied; Pane Jurisdiction 
Retained; Comments: Nevertheless, our “sim-
ple review of the record to ascertain if there 
appear[s] on its face to be arguably meritori-
ous issues that counsel, intentionally or not, 
missed or misstated[,]” has revealed a poten-
tially nonfrivolous issue. See Commonwealth 
v. Dempster, 187 A.3d 266, 272 (Pa.Super. 
2018) (en banc). Pursuant to 18 Pa.C.S. § 906, 
“[a] person may not be convicted of more than 
one of the inchoate crimes criminal attempt, 
criminal solicitation or criminal conspiracy for 
conduct designed to commit or to culminate in 
the commission of the same crime.” Since coun-
sel has made it clear that Appellant’s attempted 
murder and conspiracy to commit homicide 
convictions are based upon his endeavor to kill 
Mr. Lebron, his plea to both crimes appears 
to be in violation of § 906. Therefore, we 
deny Attorney Velander’ petition to withdraw. 
Within thirty days of t is decision, counsel shall 
file an advocate’s brief addressing this issue 
or a revised petition to withdraw and brief in 
accordance with Anders. The Commonwealth, 
and Appellant in the event counsel submits 
a revised Anders brief, shall have thirty days 
thereafter to respond.

November 20, 2025
Rehab Financial Group v. Grimes; 2601 EDA 

2024; Affirmed.
Greene Countrie Village v. Village of Earle’s 

Lake; 2903 EDA 2024; Affirmed.

OPINIONS FILED
PER CURIAM

December 12, 2025

KUNSELMAN, J.
The Orchards Inc. v. Bohanon; No. 1650 MDA 

2024; Appeal from the Order Entered October 
8, 2024 In the Court of Common Pleas of 
Lackawanna County Civil Division at No(s): 20 
CV 4531; Appeal quashed.

KUNSELMAN, J.
 Com. v. Tepo-Martinez; No. 1369 MDA 2024; 

Appeal from the Judgment of Sentence Entered 
August 13, 2024 In the Court of Common 
Pleas of Luzerne County Criminal Division at 
No(s): CP-40-CR-0001806-2023; Judgment of 
sentence affirmed.

December 11, 2025

STABILE, J.
Erie Insurance Exchange v. Kennedy; No. 210 

WDA 2025; Appeal from the Order Entered 
January 27, 2025 In the Court of Common 
Pleas of Lawrence County Civil Division at No: 
GD 10106-2024; Order affirmed.

DUBOW, J.
Poteat v. Asteak; No. 729 EDA 2023; Appeal 

from the Order Entered February 7, 2023 
In the Court of Common Pleas of Lehigh 
County Civil Division at No(s): 2022-C-02045; 
Order reversed. Case remanded. Jurisdiction 
relinquished. President Judge Lazarus, Judges 
Kunselman, Murray, Sullivan, and Beck join. 
Judge Stabile files a Dissenting Opinion in 
which President Judge Emeritus Panella and 
Judge King join.

December 10, 2025

LANE, J.
 Com. v. Jones; No. 230 MDA 2025; Appeal from 

the Judgment of Sentence Entered January 
21, 2025 In the Court of Common Pleas of 
Lancaster County Criminal Division at No(s): 
CP-36-CR-0003311-2024; Judgment of sen-
tence affirmed.

December 9, 2025

BECK, J.
 Com. v. Brantley; No. 3370 EDA 2024; Appeal 

from the Judgment of Sentence Entered 
November 22, 2024 In the Court of Common 
Pleas of Montgomery County Criminal 
Division at No(s): CP-46-CR-0001076-2024; 
Judgment of sentence affirmed.

STEVENS, P.J.E.
 Com. v. Walker; No. 289 MDA 2025; Appeal 

from the Judgment of Sentence Entered 
December 10, 2024 In the Court of Common 
Pleas of Berks County Criminal Division at 
No(s): CP-06-CR-0000368-2022; Judgment of 
sentence affirmed.

DUBOW, J.
Esquivel v. Martinez; No. 675 MDA 2025; 

Appeal from the Order Entered April 23, 2025 
In the Court of Common Pleas of Franklin 
County Civil Division at No(s): 2023-01553; 
Order affirmed.

December 05, 2025

KUNSELMAN, J.
In Re: Private Criminal Complaint Filed 

By Animal Outlook Appeal Of: Animal 
Outlook; No. 124 MDA 2025; Appeal from the 
Order Entered January 10, 2025 In the Court 
of Common Pleas of Franklin County Criminal 

Division at No(s): CP-28-MD-0000389-2020; 
Order affirmed.

ORDERS & DECREES
PER CURIAM

Com. v. Rivera; 1269 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief the applica-
tion is hereby granted. No further extensions 
shall be granted absent extenuating circum-
stances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before February 2, 2026.

Com. v. Green; 2269 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellant, Curtis D. Green, for extension 
of time to file Brief the application is hereby 
granted. Appellant’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before January 2, 2026.

Com. v. Chavous; 367 EDA 2025; Appellee filed 
a brief through the PACFile electronic filing 
system. As of the date of this order, a paper 
version and the requisite number of copies have 
not been provided to this Court. This Court’s 
Office of the Prothonotary attempted, via letter 
on November 12, 2025, to contact Appellee, 
but has yet to receive the requisite paper copies 
of his brief.

Jefferson v. Smith; 2927 EDA 2025; This Court 
entered an show cause order directing Appellant 
to respond as to the order on appeal since 
Appellant’s Notice of Appeal asserts that this 
is an appeal from a November 5, 2025 Order 
that denied Appellant’s petition for reconsid-
eration and that is not an appealable order. On 
November 25, 2025, Appellant’s counsel filed 
a response that this is not an appeal from the 
November 5th Order but from the October 17, 
2025 Order that denied Appellant’s petition for 
contempt of the custody order.

Com. v. Bellesen; 2666 EDA 2024; We hereby 
stay this appeal pending the consecutively-
listed, en banc decisions of this Court in 
Commonwealth v. Robinson, 907 EDA 2024, 
J-S08033-25 (en banc review granted 6/13/25, 
to address the issue of whether it is legal for a 
sentencing court to impose a term of probation 
concurrent to a term of imprisonment), and 
Commonwealth v. Jennings, 1128 EDA 2024, 
J-A16043-25 (en banc review granted §121175, 
to address same issue). Here, the trial court 
imposed an aggregate sentence of 31/2 to 7 
years’ imprisonment, and nine years of concur-
rent probation.

Com. v. Craigg; 1032 EDA 2025; The appli-
cation of Appellee, Jamario D. Craigg, for 
extension of time to file Brief the application 
is hereby granted. No further extensions shall 
be granted absent extenuating circumstances. 
Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or before 
February 13, 2026. 

Com. v. Lawson; 1078 EDA 2025; Application 
of Appellant for extension of time to file Reply 
Brief, the application is hereby Granted. No 
further extensions will be granted absent exten-
uating circumstances. Appellant’s Reply Brief 
shall be filed on or before December 31, 2025.

Com. v. James; 1685 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellant, Elon James, for extension of time 
to file Brief the application is hereby granted. 
Appellant’s Brief shall be filed on or before 
December 3, 2025. 

In Re: S.C., An Incapacitated Person Appeal 
of: Michael R. Coveney; 2335 EDA 2025; The 
application of Appellant, Michael R. Coveney, 
for extension of time to file Brief the applica-
tion is hereby granted. Appellant’s Brief shall be 
filed on or before January 2, 2026.

Solid Waste Services, Inc. v. Ember Partners, 
LP, Ares EIF Management, LLC; 1674 EDA 
2025; The application of Participant, Ember 
Partners, LP, and Emberclear Management, 
Inc., for extension of time to file Brief the appli-
cation is hereby granted. Participant’s Brief 
shall be filed on or before December 29, 2025.

Com. v. Pena; 2177 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellant, Jonathan Pena, for extension 
of time to file Brief the application is hereby 
granted. Appellant’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before December 26, 2025. 

Com. v. Gonzalez; 2057 EDA 2025; The 
application of Appellee, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, for extension of time to file Brief 
the application is hereby granted. No further 
extensions shall be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before February 2, 2026. 

Doe v. Roe; 2787 EDA 2025; Application for 
Relief,” filed by Appellees John Doe and Jack 
Doe, wherein Appellees request that this Court 
quash the appeal because it is taken from two 
interlocutory discovery orders, and noting an 
objection thereto filed by Appellants Richard 
Roe, Jane Roe, and Janice Roe, the applica-
tion is Granted and the appeal is Quashed. 
Appellees’ request for monetary sanctions is 
Denied.

Kulikowski v. Minot; 2568 EDA 2025; This 
appeal has been taken from the September 3, 
2025 Protection From Abuse Order. Docketing 
statement review reveals that on November 
3, 2025, the trial court entered an October 6, 
2025 order directing Appellant to file a 1925(b) 
statement of errors complained of on appeal 
(“1925(b) Statement”). However, the Order 
does not strictly comply with the requirements 
of Pa.R.A.P. 1925(b)(3)(iii). Specifically, the trial 
court’s 1925(b) Order fails to state “the address 
to which appellant can mail the Statement” to 
the trial court judge.

Com. v. Sanders; 2265 EDA 2025; The applica-
tion of Appellant, Eliot Shannon Sanders, for 
extension of time to file Brief the application 
is hereby granted. No further extensions shall 
be granted absent extenuating circumstances. 
Appellant’s Brief shall be filed on or before 
February 13, 2026.

Com. v. Muniz; 2226 EDA 2025; Appeals are 
Consolidated sua sponte, and the parties shall 
proceed in accordance with Pa.R.A.P. 513. The 
parties are Directed to ensure that all filings, 
including briefs, include both Superior Court 
docket numbers in the captions, but shall file 
each document only at Lead Docket No. 2226 
EDA 2025. Appellant’s consolidated brief is due 
in this Court by December 1, 2025.

Cocco v. Palmieri; 2429 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Application to Vacate,” filed on November 
25, 2025 requesting an extension in which to 
file Appellant’s brief in light of the fact that 
the trial court filed a supplemental record on 
November 20, 2025 and in light of the fact 

that the trial court filed the certified record 
on November 5, 2025, the trial court filed 
a response addressing Appellant’s application 
to supplement the record and attached the 
documents to be included in the supplemental 
record and Appellant’s electronic access to view 
the trial court’s response, it is hereby Ordered 
that Appellant’s brief shall be filed on or before 
December 19, 2025.

Com. v. Handfield; 1759 EDA 2025; The appli-
cation of Appellant, Earl Calvin Handfield II, 
for extension of time to file Brief the applica-
tion is hereby granted. No further extensions 
shall be granted absent extenuating circum-
stances. Appellant’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before February 6, 2026.

Notte v. Lublin; 2525 EDA 2025; This Court has 
received a response to the Order of October 
31, 2025, directing Appellant to praecipe the 
trial court prothonotary to enter judgment on 
the decision of the trial court. Judgment was 
entered on November 5, 2025. The case cap-
tion in the above-captioned appeal has been 
corrected to reflect that the appeal is taken 
from the judgment entered November 5, 2025. 
Accordingly, the rule is Discharged and the 
appeal shall proceed.

Eata Pressley v. Smith; 2619 EDA 2025; The 
notice of appeal and docketing statement filed 
by Appellant Euphemia Smith, defendant below, 
the appeal is taken from the September 9, 2025, 
order (the “Order”) denying Appellant’s post-
trial motion. Judgment, however, has not yet 
been entered on the Order denying Appellant’s 
post-trial motion.

Leo Council v. Simmons; 2985 EDA 2024; 
The notice of appeal filed by pro se Appellant 
Blondell Simmons, the appeal is taken from the 
November 1, 2024 order (the “Order”) deny-
ing Appellant’s emergency motion to re-enter. 
Review of the trial court docket reflects that, 
following a non-jury trial, the trial court found 
in favor of Appellee Leo Counsel and against 
Appellant and quieted title to the subject prop-
erty. Appellant did not file post-trial motions 
within 10 days of the decision.

Com. v. Millhouse; 1325 EDA 2024; According 
to the trial court docket, on October 23, 
2025, Marisa Anne Piccarreto, Esq., entered 
her appearance. Accordingly, the following is 
Ordered. Counsel for Appellant is Directed to 
review the briefs filed in this matter and, within 
14 days, advise this Court whether she intends 
to rely on the brief submitted by Appellant’s 
former counsel, Daniel Anthony Alvarez, Esq. 
In the event she determines that new briefs 
are necessary, she shall notify the Court that 
a supplemental or substitute brief will be filed. 
The Court shall thereafter set a supplemental 
or new briefing schedule.

Com. v. Taylor; 332 EDA 2025; It is Hereby 
Ordered. That the application filed September 
29, 2025, requesting reargument of the decision 
dated September 16, 2025, is Denied.

Com. v. Taylor; 334 EDA 2025; It is Hereby 
Ordered. That the application filed September 
29, 2025, requesting reargument of the decision 
dated September 16, 2025, is Denied.

Com. v. Rodriguez; 1756 EDA 2025; Appeals 
are Consolidated sua sponte, and the parties 
shall proceed in accordance with Pa.R.A.P. 513. 
The Parties are Directed to ensure that all fil-
ings, including briefs, include the two Superior 
Court docket numbers in the captions, but shall 
file each document only at Lead Docket No. 
1756 EDA 2025. Appellant’s consolidated brief 
is due in this Court by December 30, 2025.

Batterman v. Santo; 2521 EDA 2025; This 
appeal is taken from the August 28, 2025 Order 
entered on the trial court docket on August 29, 
2025 (“August 29th Order”). The August 29th 
Order directs Appellant to bring Children to 
school on the first day of school, September 2, 
2025, Appellant shall have Children overnight 
September 2, 2025 per custody order, and 
Appellant is to bring Children to school on 
September 3, 2025. The August 29th Order 
also directs that if Appellant fails to follow the 
August 29th Order sanctions may be awarded. 
Appellant’s “Application for Special Relief,” 
filed November 7, 2025, is Dismissed as Moot. 
Appellant’s “Application to Reinstate Appeal,” 
filed November 7, 2025, incorrectly asserting, 
in part, that “the Court quashed Appellant 2521 
EDA 2025 due to Appellant not submitting his 
Response to Rule to Show Cause”, is Denied. 
The above-captioned appeal was quashed 
because the August 29th Order is now moot.

Feng v. Zhaimg; 2170 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Application to Vacate,” filed October 28, 2025, 
requesting that this appeal be reinstated, it is 
hereby Ordered. The above-captioned appeal 
is Reinstated. The October 24, 2025 Order is 
Stricken.

Com. v. Math; 1087 EDA 2025; Appellant 
request for an extension of time to file a reply 
brief is Granted. Appellant shall file his reply 
brief within thirty days from the date of this 
order.

Wisser v. Wisser; 2597 EDA 2025; On 
September 8, 2025 Appellant filed a pro se 
notice of appeal stating that he was appealing an 
Order entered on “the 8 day of 9, 2025,” Review 
of the relevant dockets revealed that September 
8, “2025 was the day that Appellant filed his 
notice of appeal, and no Order of the trial court 
from September 8, 2025 existed. In the docket-
ing statement-Appellant filed in this Court, 
Appellant did not indicate the date of the order 
on appeal where asked. Further review of the 
filing attached to Appellant’s notice of appeal 
appeared to indicate that Appellant sought to 
appeal an August 28, 2025 Order of the trial 
court that dismissed his petition for a protec-
tion from abuse order. 

Com. v. Robertson; 274 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
November 13, 2025 “Application To 
Supplement Appellant’s Brief,” the October 
23, 2025 Appellant’s brief is Stricken, and the 
Appellant’s amended brief shall be due on or 
before December 26, 2025. The Appellee’s 
briefing schedule is Vacated. 

Com. v. Willingham; 1864 EDA 2024; Appellant’s 
pro se “Motion For Evidentiary Hearing,” filed 
on November 17, 2025, Appellant is permitted 
to file a response, either pro se or via privately 
retained counsel, to the October 22, 2025 peti-
tion to withdraw as counsel and brief filed 
by Scott Jeffrey Werner Jr., Esq. pursuant to 
Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 738 (1967), with-
in thirty (30) days of the date that this Order is 
filed. Appellant’s failure to respond may result 
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in the wavier of his issues before this Court.
Leo Council v. Simmons; 2986 EDA 2024; 

Appeal filed by pro se Appellant Blondell 
Simmons, the appeal is taken from the 
November 5, 2024 order (the “Order”) denying 
Appellant’s motion for reconsideration. Review 
of the trial court docket reflects that, follow-
ing a non-jury trial, the trial court found in 
favor of Appellee Leo Counsel and against 
Appellant and quieted title to the subject prop-
erty. Appellant did not file post-trial motions 
within 10 days of the decision. On September 
26, 2024, Appellant filed a notice of appeal from 
the verdict at Superior Court Docket No. 2533 
EDA 2024. This Court dismissed that appeal on 
December 13, 2024, based on Appellant’s fail-
ure to file post-trial motions. This Court denied 
reconsideration on January 3, 2025.

Leo Council v. Simmons; 3320 EDA 2024; 
the notice of appeal filed by pro se Appellant 
Blondell Simmons, the appeal is taken from the 
November 25, 2024 order (the “Order”) dis-
missing as moot and denying for lack of merit 
Appellant’s “Motion for Request for Transcript 
and Audio Recording.” Review of the trial court 
docket reflects that, following a non-jury trial, 
the trial court found in favor of Appellee Leo 
Counsel and against Appellant and quieted title 
to the subject property. Appellant did not file 
post-trial motions within 10 days of the deci-
sion. On September 26, 2024, Appellant filed 
a notice of appeal from the verdict at Superior 
Court Docket No. 2533 EDA 2024. This Court 
dismissed that appeal on December 13, 2024, 
based on Appellant’s failure to file post-trial 
motions.

Com. v. Simmons; 2636 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
pro se November 5, 2025 “Application Of 
Relief” and November 12, 2025 “Application 
Of Relief To Submit Notice response 907” 
the applications are Denied in light of the fact 
that the PCRA court docket reflects that the 
court did not issue an order to file a statement 
pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 1925(b) and, therefore, 
Pa.R.A.P. 1925(b) waiver does not apply, and 
in light of the fact that the appeal appears to 
involve the dismissal of a serial PCRA petition 
on the grounds of untimeliness.

Com. v. Guess; 1807 EDA 2025; The 
Commonwealth’s November 10, 2025 “Motion 
To Correct Omission In The Record Pursuant 
To PA.R.A p% 1926,” the motion is Denied 
without prejudice to the Commonwealth’s right 
to apply directly to the PCRA court for the 
requested relief.

Packirisamy v. Suresh; 1929 EDA 2021; 
Appellant Suresh Packirisamy initiated bank-
ruptcy proceedings in the United States 
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania at No. 22-10129-mdc, this 
Court stayed the appeal in accordance with the 
automatic stay provision:^ the United States 
Bankruptcy Code, 11 U.S.C. § 362. The parties 
were directed to notify this Court every six (6) 
months of the status of the automatic stay, so 
that this Court could either proceed with this 
matter or determine whether the appeal has 
been rendered moot by the conclusion of the 
bankruptcy proceedings.

Com. v. Johnson; 1899 EDA 2025; Appellant’s pro 
se November 6, 2025 “Motion To Unseal The 
Certified Record Pursuant To PA.R.CRIM.P., 
Rule 575,” the motion is Denied.

Com. v. Pepe; 1264 EDA 2025; Appellant’s pro 
se November 14, 2025 application, the applica-
tion is Denied.

Packirisamy v. Suresh; 1932 EDA 2021; 
Appellant Suresh Packirisamy initiated bank-
ruptcy proceedings in the United States 
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania at No. 22-10129-mdc, this 
Court stayed the appeal in accordance with the 
automatic stay provision of the United States 
Bankruptcy Code, 11 U.S.C. § 362. The par-
ties were directed to notify this Court every six 
(6) months of the status of the automatic stay, 
so that this Court could either proceed with 
this matter or determine whether the appeal 
had been rendered moot by the conclusion of 

the bankruptcy proceedings. The last response 
received by this Court as to the status of the 
bankruptcy proceedings was on May 15, 2025.

Com. v. Butler; 58 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
pro se November 18, 2025 “Application For 
Reargument In Response To Correction Or 
Modification of The Record For Procedural 
Defects Order Pursuant To PA.R.A.P. 2542,” 
the application is Denied.

Com. v. Fata; 2707 EDA 2025; The PCRA court’s 
November 7, 2025 letter and the PCRA court’s 
findings therein regarding lack of proper treat-
ment of Appellant’s PCRA petition pursuant 
to the requirements of Pa.R.Crim.P. 907, the 
parties are hereby directed to show cause, in a 
written response filed of record in this Court, 
within ten (10) days of the date of this Order, 
why the orders entered by the PCRA court 
after the October 17, 2025 filing of the notice 
of appeal in the instant matter should not be 
vacated as having been entered without juris-
diction pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 1701.

Com. v. Pettway; 2129 EDA 2025; The 
Prothonotary of this Court is Directed to 
forward Appellant’s pro se November 17, 
2025 filing to Appellant’s counsel, Stephen 
Paul Dodd, Esq. and Maria T. Heller, Esq. 
See Commonwealth v. Ellis, 626 A.2d 1137 
(Pa. 1993) (disapproving of pro se filings by 
counseled appellants); Commonwealth v. Jette, 
23 A.3d 1032 (Pa. 2011) (reconfirming Ellis, 
supra). Appellant’s counsel are Directed to pro-
vide copies of this Order to Appellant.

Greenblatt Pierce Funt & Flores, LLC v. 
Marrone; 2437 EDA 2025; This Court has 
received a response to the Order-of October 
17, 2025, directing Appellant to praecipe the 
trial court prothonotary to enter judgment on 
the decision of the trial court. Judgment was 
entered on October 22, 2025. The case cap-
tion in the above-captioned appeal has been 
corrected to reflect that the appeal is taken 
from the judgment entered October 22, 2025. 
Accordingly, the rule is Discharged and the 
appeal shall proceed. This ruling, however, is 
not binding upon this Court, as a final determi-
nation as to the propriety of the appeal.

Zelinger v. North Point Exteriors, LLC; 178 
EDM 2025; We Deny the petition for permis-
sion to appeal filed by SRS Distribution, Inc., 
d/b/a Marvic Supply Co., Inc. (“Petitioner”), 
following the trial court’s denial of its request 
for certification, pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S.A. § 
702(b), for interlocutory review of the court’s 
June 13, 2025 order denying Petitioner’s 
motion for judgment on the pleadings.

Jenn-Ching Luo v. Crews Surveying, LLC; 
2108 EDA 2025; appeal and docketing state-
ment filed by pro se Appellant, plaintiff below, 
Jenn-Ching Luo, Appellant seeks to appeal 
from the June 20, 2025 order denying the 
“motion to strike/vacate arbitration award” 
filed by Appellant. Briefly, Appellant filed a 
complaint against Appellee, defendant below, 
for breach of contract related to a land survey. 
Because the damages were below the jurisdic-
tional limit, the matter proceeded to compul-
sory arbitration on December 20, 2024.

Com. v. Kidd; 2054 EDA 2025; The applica-
tion of Appellant, Virgo A. Kidd, for extension 
of time to file Brief the application is hereby 
granted. Appellant’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before January 9, 2026. 

A Pocono Country Place Property Owners 
Association Anthony Maula and Marlene 
Maula; 2215 EDA 2025; the notice of appeal 
and docketing statement filed by Appellants 
Anthony Maula and Marlene Maula, defendants 
below, Appellants appeal from the judgment 
entered on August 4, 2025, following a non-jury 
decision. Review of the record demonstrates 
that the underlying matter involves a domes-
tic non-profit organization, Appellee Pocono 
Country Place Property Owner’s Association, 
plaintiff below. The record further demon-
strates that the underlying action arises over a 
dispute concerning the applicability of certain 
covenants applicable to Appellants and whether 
Appellants violated corporate bylaws of the 

non-profit corporation.
Bostian v. National Railroad Passenger 

Corporation; 2344 EDA 2025; The applica-
tion of Appellant, National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation, for extension of time to file Brief 
the application is hereby granted. Appellant’s 
Brief shall be filed on or before February 12, 
2026.

Com. v. Dickerson; 1432 EDA 2025; 
Application of Appellee, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, for extension of time to file Brief, 
the application is hereby Granted. No further 
extensions will be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before December 24, 2025.

Jefferson v. Smith; 2927 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
counsel has filed a Notice of Appeal asserting 
that this is an appeal taken from the November 
5, 2025 Order that denied Appellant’s motion 
for reconsideration of the October 17, 2025 
Order. An appeal does not lie from an order 
denying reconsideration; instead, an appeal, 
must be timely filed from the underlying final 
order.

Com. v. Chibundu; 269 EDA 2025; The 
Appellee’s third request for extension of time 
to file brief is Granted. The Commonwealth’s 
brief shall be due on or before December 10, 
2025. No further extension requests will be 
consider.

Com. v. Bocina; 2919 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
November 24, 2025 application for an exten-
sion of time to file docketing, statement the 
application is hereby Granted. No further 
extensions will be granted. The criminal dock-
eting statement shall be filed on or before 
January 5, 2026, Failure to file a docketing 
statement by this date may result in dismissal 
of the appeal.

Com. v. Sladin; 2466 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief the applica-
tion is hereby granted. No further extensions 
shall be granted absent extenuating circum-
stances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before January 26, 2026.

Com. v. Price; 711 EDA 2025; The application of 
Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for 
extension of time to file Brief the application 
is hereby granted. No further extensions shall 
be granted absent extenuating circumstances. 
Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or before 
January 20, 2026.

Com. v. Carroll; 2401 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
November 10, 2025 “Petition for Review 
Pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 123 of the Trial Court’s 
Opinion Recommending the Appellant’s Appeal 
be Quashed,” and in light of the trial court’s 
subsequent November 13, 2025 letter filed with 
this Court requesting an extension of time until 
December 5, 2025 in which to file its Pa.R.A.P. 
1925(a) opinion, the above-captioned appeal is 
considered timely filed and the trial court shall 
file its Pa.R.A.P. 1925(a) opinion addressing 
the merits of the instant appeal by December 
5, 2025, in accordance with its November 13, 
2025 letter.

Com. v. Williams; 1168 EDA 2025; Application 
of Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief, the applica-
tion is hereby Granted. No further extensions 
will be granted absent extenuating circum-
stances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before December 26, 2025.

Com. v. Miller; 1408 EDA 2025; Appellant’s pro 
se November 7, 2025 “Application For Relief 
To Correct/Supplement The Record; For 
Protective Relief Concerning Sealed Exhibits; 
And For Briefing Extension” and November 
17, 2025 “Emergency Application For Relief 
And For Administrative Stay/Extension 
Of Briefing Deadline,” the applications are 
Granted In Part as to Appellant’s request for 
an extension of time to file his principal brief. 
Appellant’s brief shall now be due on or before 
December 17, 2025.

Com. v. Hamilton; 1788 EDA 2025; application 
of Appellant, Amir Hamilton, for extension 
of time to file Brief, the application is hereby 

Granted. No further extensions will be granted 
absent extenuating circumstances. Appellant’s 
Brief shall be filed on or before December 
15, 2025.

Rispoli v. Texaco Inc.; 188 EDM 2025; 
Application for Extension of Time to File Non-
Brief” file by Respondents Anthony Rispoli and 
Christine Rispoli, the application is Granted. 
Respondents must file their answer to the peti-
tion for permission to appeal within fourteen 
(14) days from the date of this Order.

Com. v. Pitts; 634 EDA 2025; The original 
record in the above-captioned appeal was ini-
tially due to be transmitted to this Court by 
May 2, 2025, sixty days after the notice of 
appeal was filed. On June 9, 2025, we notified 
the trial court that the record was overdue. 
Later, on August 28, 2025, we mailed the court 
a second letter reminding it of the overdue 
record. However, as of the date of this order, 
the record remains outstanding, and the record 
is now over six months overdue. As this Court’s 
prior correspondence advised the trial court 
that the certified record was overdue, the trial 
court is Ordered to complete, certify, and trans-
mit the record to this Court with a trial court 
opinion within 60 days of this Order.

Com. v. Marlon Travis Cooper; 654 EDA 2025; 
The application of Appellee, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, for extension of time to file Brief 
the application is hereby granted. No further 
extensions shall be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before January 30, 2026.

Com. v. Smith; 1394 EDA 2025; Application of 
Appellant, for extension of time to file Brief, 
the application is hereby Granted. No further 
extensions will be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellant’s Brief shall be filed 
on or before December 22, 2025.

Com. v. Robertson; 274 EDA 2025; The 
application of Appellee, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, for extension of time to file Brief 
the application is hereby granted. No further 
extensions shall be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before January 23, 2026. 

Com. v. Staples; 2096 EDA 2025; The appli-
cation of Appellee, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, for extension of time to file Brief 
the application is hereby granted. No further 
extensions shall be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before January 26, 2026.

C.M.D. v. H.M.; 2336 EDA 2025; Appellee 
counsel’s “Application for Extension to File 
Brief,” filed November 24, 2025, is Granted, 
in part. petitions for extensions of time to file 
a brief in Children’s Fast Track cases shall be 
granted only upon a showing of good cause 
and extraordinary circumstances; generalities 
such as counsel is too busy will not constitute 
good cause or extraordinary circumstances; 
extensions of time should rarely be granted, 
and when granted should rarely be for a period 
in excess of seven days.

Com. v. Geary; 1416 EDA 2025; The applica-
tion of Appellant, Amber Marian Geary, for 
extension of time to file Brief the application 
is hereby granted. No further extensions shall 
be granted absent extenuating circumstances. 
Appellant’s Brief shall be filed on or before 
December 23, 2025.

Com. v. McCrea; 696 EDA 2025; The original 
record in the above-captioned appeal was ini-
tially due to be transmitted to this Court by 
May 12, 2025, sixty days after the notice of 
appeal was filed. On August 28, 2025, we noti-
fied the trial court that the record was overdue. 
Later, on October 16, 2025, we mailed the court 
a second letter reminding it of the overdue 
record. However, as of the date of this order, 
the record remains outstanding, and the record 
is now over six months overdue. As this Court’s 
prior correspondence advised the trial court 
that the certified record was overdue, the trial 
court is Ordered to complete, certify, and trans-
mit the record to this Court with a trial court 
opinion within 60 days of this Order.

Com. v. Holder; 2637 EDA 2024; The Court 
stays consideration of the above captioned case 
pending the determination of the Superior 
Court En Banc Panel in Commonwealth v. 
Ramsey, 2026 EDA 2024, which has been certi-
fied for the en banc review of this Court on the 
following issue:,ctc Should Appellant’s appeal 
from denial of PCRA relief be quashed, where 
(1) Appellant filed a premature PCRA peti-
tion during the time period for taking a direct 
appeal, but (2) the PCRA court erroneously 
entertained the premature petition?

DaSilva v. Abington Memorial Hospital d/b/a 
Jefferson Abington Hospital; 1707 EDA 
2025; The application of Appellee, Abington 
Memorial Hospital, for extension of time to 
file Brief the application is hereby granted. 
Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or before 
December 12, 2025.

Com. v. Williams; 585 EDA 2025; The origi-
nal record in the above-captioned appeal was 
initially due to be transmitted to this Court 
by April 25, 2025, sixty days after the notice of 
appeal was filed. On May 29, 2025, we notified 
the trial court that the record was overdue. 
Later, on August 5, 2025, we mailed the court 
a second letter reminding it of the overdue 
record. However, as of the date of this order, 
the record remains outstanding, and the record 
is now over six months overdue. As this Court’s 
prior correspondence advised the trial court 
that the certified record was overdue, the trial 
court is Ordered to complete, certify, and trans-
mit the record to this Court with a trial court 
opinion within 60 days of this Order.

Com. v. Minatee; 651 EDA 2025; The origi-
nal record in the above-captioned appeal was 
initially due to be transmitted to this Court 
by May 9, 2025, sixty days after the notice of 
appeal was filed. On June 9, 2025, we notified 
the trial court that the record was overdue. 
Later, on August 28, 2025, we mailed the court 
a second letter reminding it of the overdue 
record. However, as of the date of this order, 
the record remains outstanding, and the record 
is now over six months overdue. As this Court’s 
prior correspondence advised the trial court 
that the certified record was overdue, the trial 
court is Ordered to complete, certify, and trans-
mit the record to this Court with a trial court 
opinion within 60 days of this Order.

Jean-Louis v. Brandywine 3001 Market, LLC; 
542 EDA 2025; The original record in the 
above-captioned appeal was initially due to be 
transmitted to this Court by April 25, 2025, 
sixty days after the notice of appeal was filed. 
On May 29, 2025, we notified the trial court 
that the record was overdue. Later, on August 
5, 2025, we mailed the court a second letter 
reminding it of the overdue record. However, 
as of the date of this order, the record remains 
outstanding, and the record is now over six 
months overdue. As this Court’s prior cor-
respondence advised the trial court that the 
certified record was overdue, the trial court is 
Ordered to complete, certify, and transmit the 
record to this Court with a trial court opinion 
within 60 days of this Order.

Com. v. Flores; 2419 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellant, Alexander Flores, for extension 
of time to file Brief the application is hereby 
granted. No further extensions shall be granted 
absent extenuating circumstances. Appellant’s 
Brief shall be filed on or before January 2, 2026.

Com. v. Menendez; 1389 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
November 17, 2025 pro se “Motion To Dismiss 
[Withdraw] Appeal” is accepted as a praecipe 
to discontinue under Pa.R.A.P. 1973, and the 
appeal is hereby Discontinued.

Com. v. Harris; 2229 EDA 2025; The applica-
tion of Appellant, D.H., for extension of time 
to file Brief the application is hereby granted. 
No further extensions shall be granted absent 
extenuating circumstances. Appellant’s Brief 
shall be filed on or before January 23, 2026.

Com. v. Scott; 971 EDA 2025; Application of 
Appellant, for extension of time to file Brief, the 
application is hereby be granted.

PB Heat, LLC v. Irvin; 2105 EDA 2025; Appeal 
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and docketing statement filed by Appellant PB 
Heat, LLC, plaintiff below, the appeal is taken 
from the verdict entered on November 18, 
2024. Here, Appellant purports to appeal from 
verdict. An appeal, however, properly lies from 
the entry of judgment following the disposition 
of any post-trial motions.

Com. v. Stewart; 205 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
pro se motion, filed on November 7, 2025, the 
request for appointment of counsel is Denied. 
Appellant is permitted to file a response, either 
pro se or via privately retained counsel, to the 
September 21, 2025 petition to withdraw as 
counsel and brief filed by Gary Sanford Server, 
Esq. pursuant to Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 
738 (1967), within thirty (30) days of the date 
that this Order is filed. Appellant’s failure to 
respond may result in the wavier of his issues 
before this Court.

Kovalev v. Callahan Ward 12th Street, LLC; 
2529 EDA 2025; This Court having received a 
response to the October 28, 2025 show-cause 
Order, the rule is discharged and the appeal 
shall proceed. This ruling, however, is not bind-
ing upon this Court as a final determination as 
to the propriety of the appeal. The parties are 
advised that the issues may be revisited by the 
merits panel to be assigned to this appeal, and 
the parties should be prepared to address, in 
their briefs or at the time of oral argument, 
any concerns the panel may have concerning 
these issues.

Com. v. Burton; 449 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief the applica-
tion is hereby granted. No further extensions 
shall be granted absent extenuatingn circum-
stances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before January 23, 2026.

Com. v. Serrano; 1869 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
November 7, 2025. “Commonwealth’s Motion 
To Correct The Record Pursuant To PA.R.A.P. 
1§26,” the motion is Denied without prejudice 
to the Commonwealth’s right to apply directly 
to the trial court for the requested relief.

Giddens v. Veterinary Specialists Of North 
America, LLC; 2772 EDA 2025; Motion for 
Leave to Amend Notice of Appeal,” docketed 
as “Application to Amend,” the application is 
Denied as moot. Appellant has already contend-
ed in her docketing statement that the order on 
appeal is appealable under Pa.R.A.P. 313.

PB Heat, LLC v. Irvin; 2107 EDA 2025; The 
notice of appeal and docketing statement filed 
ken from the July 7, by Appellant PB Heat, 
LLC, plaintiff below, the appeal is 2025 order 
denying Appellant’s post-trial motions. Here, 
Appellant purports to appeal from the order 
denying post-trial motions. An appeal, however, 
properly lies from the entry of judgment fol-
lowing the disposition of any post-trial motions.

Rockledge Enterprises, Inc. v. Ying; 2549 EDA 
2025; Application for Stay Pending Appeal,” 
docketed as “Application for Emergency 
Relief,” filed by Appellant, and the response 
thereto filed by Appellee, the following is 
Ordered. The application for stay is Denied as 
Appellant fails to satisfy the factors warrant-
ing a stay.

Com. v. Williams; 938 EDA 2025; The 
application of Appellee, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, for extension of time to file Brief 
the application is hereby granted. No further 
extensions shall be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before January 23, 2026.

Com. v. Haynes; 214 EDM 2025; The trial court 
docket in the instant matter, it appears that on 
September 29, 2025, the trial court received 
a copy of Petitioner’s application for relief 
titled “Emergency Petition for Review,” which 
the trial court docketed as an “Interlocutory 
Appeal to the Superior Court” and denied by 
order of October 20, 2025. The application 
was captioned in this Court and appears to be 
a courtesy copy of the “Emergency Petition for 
Review” that was filed in this Court on October 
10, 2025. In light of the fact that the applica-
tion was neither a notice of appeal nor a filing 
addressed to the trial court’s jurisdiction, the 
following is hereby Ordered.

R.A. Hoffman Architects, Inc. v. Baird; 
1749 EDA 2025; Application to Stay filed by 
Appellants Kevin R. Baird and Jill Ann Baird, 
and the response filed thereto, the following is 
Ordered. To the extent that Appellants request 
to consolidate the above-captioned appeal with 
the appeal at 1430 EDA 2025, the application 
is Denied where the appeal at 1430 EDA 2025 
was dismissed as duplicative of the above-
captioned appeal on September 16, 2025 and 
where this Court noted in its September 16, 
2025 dismissal order that all properly preserved 
issues may be raised in the above-captioned 
appeal.

Subhani v. Subhani; 2942 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Emergency Motion for Stay of Custody 
Proceedings and Supersedeas of Orders Dated 
November 14, 2025 and November 20, 2025,” 
filed on November 21, 2025, and docketed as 
an Application to Stay, is Granted, on a tem-
porary basis pending further order of court. 
This Order temporarily stays the orders dated 
November 14, 2025, and November 20, 2025.

Com. v. Barnes; 176 EDM 2025; Petitioner 
filed a Petition for Permission to Appeal in this 
Court, seeking permissive interlocutory review 
of the trial court’s order of August 11, 2025, 
which denied her Motion to Dismiss and Bar 
Retrial and found that her double-jeopardy 
claim was frivolous. The trial court’s opin-
ion accompanying the August 11, 2025 order 
sets forth its reasons for denying Petitioner’s 
motion but does not state the basis for its find-
ing that the motion was frivolous. Accordingly, 
the following is hereby Ordered.

TRI Star East Coast, LLC v. Saber; 958 EDA 
2025; Appellee’s Motion to Quash or Dismiss 
Appeal” (docketed as “Application to Dismiss”) 
filed by Appellee Tri Star East Coast, LLC, and 
the response filed thereto, the application is 
Granted and the appeal is Dismissed as moot.

Com. v. Haynes; 214 EDM 2025; Petitioner’s 
October 10, 2025 “Emergency Petition for 
Review Pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 311(d) and 
1501,” whereby Petitioner seeks permissive 
interlocutory review of the trial court’s August 
28, 2025 order denying his pre-trial motion 
to dismiss the charges against him pursuant 
to Pa.R.Crim.P. 600, the following is hereby 
Ordered. The trial court’s August 28, 2025 

order does not contain the requisite language 
of Section 702(b), i.e., that the order “involves 
a controlling question of law as to which 
there is a substantial ground for difference of 
opinion and that an immediate appeal may 
materially advance the ultimate termination of 
the matter.”

Com. v. Flyte; 234 EDM 2025; Petitioner’s 
October 27, 2025 “Application to File Appeal 
Nunc Pro Tunc,” the following is hereby 
Ordered. The application is Denied without 
prejudice to seek relief at the corresponding 
appellate docket numbers, Nos. 2809 & 2810 
EDA 2025.

Com. v. Finch; 1265 EDA 2025; Application 
of Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief, the applica-
tion is hereby Granted In Part. No further 
extensions will be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before February 6, 2026.

Steffen v. The Element Hotel; 2556 EDA 2025; 
Appellants Sandra Steffen and Brian Evans 
appeal from the September 30, 2025 order 
(the “Order”) that, among other things, denied 
Appellants’ motion styled “Ex Parte Emergency 
Petition for Writ of Prohibition Under 42 
Pa.C.S. § 5103(a) and 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 - Fraud 
Upon Tribunal.” In their docketing statement, 
Appellants contend that the Order is an appeal-
able collateral order pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 313. 
Rule 313 defines a “collateral order” as “an 
order separable from and collateral to the main 
cause of action where the right involved is too 
important to be denied review and the question 
presented is such that if review is postponed 
until final judgment in the case, the claim will 
be irreparably lost.”

Com. v. Davis; 201 EDA 2025; Application of 
Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for 
extension of time to file Brief, the application 
is hereby Granted. No further extensions will 
be granted absent extenuating circumstances. 
Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or before 
December 15, 2025.

In The Interest Of: D.J.H., A Minor Appeal 
Of: S.B., Mother; 2239 EDA 2025; Appeal, 
it appears that the notice of appeal was 
filed by S.B. (“Mother”) on behalf of D.J.H. 
(“Juvenile”). There is no indication on the 
trial court docket that Mother is a licensed 
attorney in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and is therefore prohibited from representing 
Appellant in this matter.

Com. v. Handfield; 1759 EDA 2025; Appeals are 
Consolidated sua sponte, and the parties shall 
proceed in accordance with Pa.R.A.P. 513. The 
Parties are Directed to ensure that all filings, 
including briefs, include both Superior Court 
docket numbers in the captions, but shall file 
each document only at Lead Docket No. 1759 
EDA 2025. Appellant’s consolidated brief is 
currently due December 8, 2025.

MJ Byelich Properties, LLC v. JJL Normandy 
Properties, LLC; 2446 EDA 2025; Appeal and 
docketing statement filed by Appellants JJL 
Normandy Properties, LLC and Chris Eler, 
Appellants purport to appeal from the August 
19, 2025, order denying their motion for a new 
trial. Generally, appeals may be taken only from 
final orders. A final order must dispose of all 
claims and all parties.

AJX Mortgage Trust I, U.S. Bank Trust NA v. 
Taggart; 2366 EDA 2025; Appellant Kenneth 
Taggart, defendant below, to show cause as 
to why the above-captioned appeal from the 
August 11, 2025 Order denying his motion to 
dismiss should not be quashed as interlocutory. 
Appellant responded but the response is legally 
insufficient to support appealability.

Com. v. Wright; 2841 EDA 2024; Application of 
Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for 
extension of time to file Brief, the application 
is hereby Granted. No further extensions will 
be granted absent extenuating circumstances. 
Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or before 
December 15, 2025.

Com. v. Painton; 1828 EDA 2025; This Court’s 
September 16, 2025 Order and the November 
17, 2025 response by the trial court, which 
clarified that Appellant is now represented 
by privately retained counsel, the following is 
Ordered. The Prothonotary of this Court is 
Directed to add Attorney Ralf W. Greenwood 
as Counsel for Appellant and to re-establish the 
briefing schedule for Attorney Greenwood on 
behalf of Appellant and the Commonwealth in 
the above-captioned appeal.

In The Interest Of: D.J.H., A Minor Appeal 
Of: S.B., Mother; 2561 EDA 2025; Appeal, it 
appears that the notice of appeal was filed by 
S.B. (“Mother”) on behalf of DJ.H. (“Juvenile”). 
There is no indication on the trial court docket 
that Mother is a licensed attorney in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and is there-
fore prohibited from representing Appellant 
in this matter.

Com. v. Anderson; 2824 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
November 16, 2025 “Motion to Consolidate,” 
filed by Gary S. Server, Esquire, the above-
captioned appeals are hereby consolidated. 
The appeal docketed at 2824 EDA 2025 is 
designated as the lead appeal. Both parties 
are directed to list all Superior Court Docket 
Numbers in the caption of all future filings with 
this Court, but all filings shall only be filed at 
2824 EDA 2025.

Finan v. Kucher; 2116 EDA 2025; The notice 
of appeal and docketing statement filed by 
Appellant Lynda Finan, plaintiff below, the 
appeal is taken from the order of June 30, 2025 
(“Order Granting Nunc Pro Tunc Relief”) 
granting Appellant’s “petition for leave to file 
nunc pro tunc relief.” The Order Granting 
Nunc Pro Tunc Relief permitted Appellant to 
file a notice of appeal from the order of May 7, 
2025 (the “Order”).

Liberty Estates Condominium Association v. 
Delaney; 912 EDA 2025; Appellant Liberty 
Estates Condominium Association, plaintiff 
below, appeals from the March 6, 2025 order 
denying its petition to strike judgment of 
non pros. Here, it appears that the underly-
ing action involves the corporate affairs and 
regulations of Liberty Estates Condominium 
Association, which is registered in Pennsylvania 
as a Domestic Nonprofit Corporation. 
Jurisdiction over the appeal properly lies with 
the Commonwealth Court.

Com. v. Jackson; 2156 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
pro se November 3, 2025 “Formal Request; 

Request Seeking Action Be Taken On 
Motion For Appointment of Counsel And 
Transmittal of Record RE Case No. CP-51-
CR-0010883-2012; 2156 EDA 2025,” and in 
light of the fact that the record is still in the 
PCRA court, the PCRA court is Directed 
to certify and transmit the record, including 
the Pa.R.A.P. 1925(a) opinion addressing the 
issues raised in Appellant’s Pa.R.A.P. 1925(b) 
statement, to the Prothonotary of this Court 
within thirty (30) days of the date that this 
Order is filed.

Com. v. Washington; 1599 EDA 2025; The 
application of Appellee, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, for extension of time to file Brief 
the application is hereby granted. No further 
extensions shall be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before January 20, 2026.

Giddens v. Veterinary Specialists of North 
America, LLC; 2772 EDA 2025; The notice of 
appeal and docketing statement filed by pro se 
Appellant Bernadette Giddens, plaintiff below, 
Appellant appeals from the October 2, 2025 
order (“Order”) that denied Appellant’s peti-
tion to stay arbitration proceedings and denied 
two of Appellant’s motions for reconsideration 
of prior orders.

Com. v. Sargent; 2241 EDA 2025; In light of the 
fact that an Order to show cause was issued on 
September 5, 2025, and counsel for Appellant 
has failed to file a response, the appeal is hereby 
dismissed as duplicative of the notice of appeal 
docketed at 2179 EDA 2025. Appellant may 
raise all properly preserved issues in the appeal 
at Appeal Docket Number 2179 EDA 2025.

Com. v. Ruiz; 2574 EDA 2025; The Parties are 
Directed to ensure that all filings, including 
briefs, include both Superior Court docket 
numbers in the captions, but shall file each 
document only at Lead Docket No. 2574 
EDA 2025.

Com. v. Hill; 2024 EDA 2025; The application of 
Appellant, Donte M. Hill, for extension of time 
to file Brief the application is hereby granted. 
No further extensions shall be granted absent 
extenuating circumstances. Appellant’s Brief 
shall be filed on or before January 2, 2026.

Com. v. Bryant; 112 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief the applica-
tion is hereby granted. No further extensions 
shall be granted absent extenuating circum-
stances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before January 20, 2026. 

Dougherty v. Mays; 1171 EDA 2025; Appellant, 
Tristina Mays’, application for continuance of 
oral argument, currently scheduled December 
10, 2025, is Granted. The prothonotary is 
directed to list this matter for oral argument 
before the next available panel.

Com. v. Perry; 2106 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief the applica-
tion is hereby granted. No further extensions 
shall be granted absent extenuating circum-
stances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before January 20, 2026. 

Com. v. 2016 Ford Explorer 
1FM5K8GT0GGC80966, $478.00 In 
United States Currency; 2668 EDA 2025; 
This Court’s November 10, 2025 Order, the 
above-captioned appeal is hereby transferred 
to the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania.

Perez v. Thomas Jefferson University 
Hospitals, Inc.; 1229 EDA 2025; The appli-
cation of Appellant, Arcenio Perez and Olivia 
Perez, h/w, for extension of time to file Brief the 
application is hereby granted. Appellant’s Brief 
shall be filed on or before December 16, 2025.

Com. v. Thomas; 974 EDA 2025; The appli-
cation of Appellee, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, for extension of time to file Brief 
the application is hereby granted. No further 
extensions shall be granted absent extenuating 
circumstances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on 
or before January 20, 2026. 

Kocher v. Delaware County Board Of 
Elections; 2062 EDA 2025; Judicial Notice and 
Demand to Strike Clerk Issued Transfer Order” 
(docketed as “Application to Strike”) and the 
October 24, 2025 “Verified Judicial Notice 
And Application To Strike Administrative 
Transfer/Preserve Superior Court Jurisdiction,” 
(docketed as “Application to Strike”) filed by 
pro se Appellants Carris J. Kocher, Gregory 
Stenstrom and John Proctor Child, the applica-
tions are Denied.

Com. v. Julio; 2036 EDA 2025; The application 
of Appellee, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief the applica-
tion is hereby granted. Appellee’s Brief shall be 
filed on or before December 22, 2025. 

Com. v. Williams;2386 EDA 2025; This Court’s 
November 4, 2025 Order, and Appellant’s 
response thereto, the above-captioned appeal 
is quashed as untimely filed. Appeal quashed.

Axiom Acquisition Ventures LLC v. Wallace; 
2614 EDA 2025; Appellee’s Motion to Quash 
Appeal Pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 903(a) and 
1972(a),” (docketed as “Application to Quash 
Appeal”) filed by Appellee, Axiom Acquisition 
Ventures, LCC, and noting no response filed 
thereto, the application is Granted and the 
appeal is Quashed as untimely.

Abrams v. Abrams; 2022 EDA 2025; Appellant 
Bradley Abrams, defendant below, purports to 
appeal from two trial court orders. Appellant 
appeals the July 1, 2025 order that granted the 
motion to amend a prior order filed by Appellee 
Caranne Abrams, plaintiff below. Appellant also 
appeals the July 14, 2025 part 2 partition order 
that, pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1570, ordered 
funds held in escrow (proceeds from the sale of 
the subject property) to be distributed between 
the parties, representing their percentage of 
interest in the subject property.

Zaro v. Zaro; 2451 EDA 2025; These matters 
indicates that these appeals involve related 
parties and issues. Accordingly, the appeals at 
Nos. 2451 EDA 2025 and 2717 EDA 2025 are 
hereby Consolidated.

Com. v. Burney; 1142 EDA 2025; Application of 
Appellee, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief, the applica-
tion is hereby Granted. No further extensions 
will be granted absent extenuating circum-
stances. Appellee’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before December 22, 2025.

Barth v. Greenwood SNF Operating Company, 
LLC; 166 EDM 2025; Petition for permission 

to appeal, and the answer filed thereto, the peti-
tion is Denied.

Com. v. Harrell; 1205 EDA 2025; Application of 
Appellant, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for extension of time to file Brief, the applica-
tion is hereby Granted. No further extensions 
will be granted absent extenuating circum-
stances. Appellant’s Brief shall be filed on or 
before December 3, 2025.

U.S. Bank N.A. v. Owens; 2910 EDA 2025; 
Application to Stay” filed by pro se Appellant 
Raoul Miller, intervenor below, the application 
is Denied. Appellant has failed to satisfy the 
criteria required to obtain a stay.

Cox v. Walker; 2744 EDA 2025; Appeal and 
docketing statement filed by pro se Appellant 
Keith Walker, defendant below, appeals from 
the September 22, 2025 non-jury decision 
entered in favor of Appellees, plaintiffs below. 
A review of the trial court docket reveals that 
Appellant filed untimely post-trial motions on 
November 13, 2025. Further, judgment has not 
been entered in this case, and the entry of judg-
ment is a prerequisite to this Court’s exercise 
of jurisdiction.

Shapiro v. Shapiro; 2400 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Application for Reconsideration,” filed 
October 31, 2025, is Denied. On October 24, 
2025, this appeal taken from the August 18, 
2025 Order that denied Appellant’ motion for 
reconsideration was quashed because an appeal 
does not lie from a denial of reconsideration.

Latoya Washington v. Hines; 232 EDM 2025; 
Petitioner’s “Petition for Extraordinary Relief,” 
filed November 3, 2025, and entered at the 
above captioned miscellaneous docket num-
ber is Dismissed. Petitioner’s “Application for 
Intervention,” filed November 19, 2025, is 
Dismissed as Moot.

U.S. Bank N.A. v. Owens; 2909 EDA 2025; 
Application to Stay” filed by pro se Appellant 
Michelpia Owens, defendant below, the appli-
cation is Denied. Appellant has failed to satisfy 
the criteria required to obtain a stay.

Goldman Sachs Bank USA v. Chase; 999 
EDA 2025; Appellee filed a brief through the 
PACFile electronic filing system. As of the 
date of this order, a paper version and the 
requisite number of copies have not been pro-
vided to this Court. This Court’s Office of the 
Prothonotary attempted, via letter on October 
23, 2025, to contact Appellee, but has yet to 
*eceive the requisite paper copies of his brief.

Henderson v. Kardosh; 2065 EDA 2025; 
Appellant’s “Application to Amend,” filed 
November 1, 2025, requesting a remand 
for further hearing or alternatively to sup-
plement the Appellant’s brief is Denied. 
Appellee’s, Julia Kardosh, “Application for 
Relief,” filed November 2, 2025, is Denied. 
The Prothonotary shall not accept any further 
Applications from any party at this appeal and 
is directed to list this appeal before the first 
available Panel.

Cocco v. Palmieri; 2429 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Application to Exceed Word Count 
Limitations” by 5,000 words, filed November 
19, 2025, is Granted.

Cerone v. Cerone; 225 EDM 2025; The trial 
court entered the June 25, 2025 Order on the 
trial court docket pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P 236 
(“June 30th Order”). The June 30th Order 
denied Petitioner’s petition to join her Father-
in-law, Anthony Cerone, and Allen Dubroff as 
third parties in the above-captioned Divorce 
matter On June 27, 2025, Petitioner filed peti-
tion for reconsideration.

Misty v. Harris; 2004 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Application to Supplement the Original 
Record,” filed November 19, 2025, it is hereby 
Ordered. The Prothonotary of this Court is 
Directed to transmit Appellant’s Application 
to Supplement the Original Record,” filed 
November 19, 2025, to the trial court to review. 
If the trial court determines that no supplemen-
tal certified record will be filed, the trial court is 
directed to file a “response” with this Court on 
or before December 1, 2025, as to its decision.

Clayborn v. Drissel; 2364 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Application to Compel,” filed October 31, 
2025, requesting again that the trial court 
supplement the certified record is Denied in 
light of the fact that on October 10, 2025 this 
Court entered an order directing the trial court 
to review Appellant’s first application to supple-
ment the certified record and on October 20, 
2025 the trial court filed a response with this 
Court determining that no supplemental certi-
fied record was appropriate.

Schaal v. Rabatin; 2664 EDA 2025; This 
appeal has been taken from the September 25, 
2025 Order titled “Order of Court for Civil 
Contempt” that states “[d]ue to a pending 
appeal currently before Superior Court regard-
ing this matter, no order of Court is entered at 
this time”. The September 25th Order is not 
final or otherwise appealable. Generally, only 
final orders are appealable. Correspondence 
has been received from the Honorable Brian 
T. McGuffin asserting that the September 25th 
Order is not appealable.

Brouse v. Brouse; 2531 EDA 2025; This appeal 
has been taken from the August 15, 2025 Order 
that dismissed Appellant’s “challenge to the 
arbitration” and denied Appellant’s Petition 
for a Preliminary Injunction. On October 30, 
2025 a show cause was entered because it 
did not appear that the August 15th Order is 
final or otherwise appealable and Appellant 
was directed to respond as to why the appeal 
should not be quashed since it did not appear 
that the trial court entered an order confirming 
the arbitration award as required and because a 
divorce decree has not been entered. Generally, 
only final orders are appealable.

Grate v. Mann; 2077 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Application for Reconsideration,” filed 
October 23, 2025, is Denied.

Henderson v. Kardosh; 1874 EDA 2025; 
Appellee’s, Julia Kardosh, “Application to 
Strike,” filed on November 7, 2025, is Denied. 
The Prothonotary shall not accept any further 
Applications from any party at this appeal and 
is directed to list this appeal before the first 
available Panel.

Gross v. Vega; 2538 EDA 2025; Appellant’s 
“Application to Stay,” filed October 28 2025, 
is Denied.

Tetlow v. Tetlow; 2795 EDA 2025; This appeal 
has been taken from the October 21, 2025 
Order entered in the parties ongoing divorce 

matter addressing petitions to amend, petitions 
to enforce a prior stipulation and agreement, 
and a petition for special relief. The October 
21st Order is not final or otherwise appeal-
able pursuant Pa.R.A.P. 311(a)(4) as Appellant 
contends in his completed docketing statement.

Com. v. Parks; 2555 EDA 2025; Appeal and 
docketing statement filed by Appellant and the 
trial court dockets, the instant appeal is taken 
from the trial court’s order at the two above-
listed trial court docket numbers.

APPEALS FILED
Manor v. Brunson; 738 EDA 2025; from order 

of Delaware Cty; CV 2024-007533.
Green v. Jantz; 739 EDA 2025; from order of 

Wayne Cty; 529-CV-2022.
Beton Holdings, LLC v. Summit Camp, LLC; 

749 EDA 2025; from order of Wayne Cty; 588-
CV-2023; C. Weed.

Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC v. Disen; 750 
EDA 2025; from order of Monroe Cty; 8505-
CV-2019.

Com. v. Pitts; 751 EDA 2025; from order 
of Delaware Cty; CP-23-CR-2276-2019; S. 
Galloway.

Womack v. Com.; 752 EDA 2025; from order of 
Delaware Cty; 5836-2002.

Com. v. Navedo; 754 EDA 2025; from order 
of Bucks Cty; CP-09-CR-0001085-2024; C. 
Dunleavy.

Com. v. Smith; 755 EDA 2025; from order of 
Bucks Cty; CP-09-SA-0000844-2024.

Com. v. Burnett; 756 EDA 2025; from order 
of Delaware Cty; CP-23-CR-000310-2023; S. 
Papi.

Com. v. Kay; 757 EDA 2025; from order of Phila 
Cty; CP-09-SA-0000877-2024.

APPEALS 
DISCONTINUED 

Singh v. Icon Developers, Inc., Et. Al.; 677 
EDA 2025; from order of Phila Cty.

COMMONWEALTH COURT

ORDERS & DECREES
December 11, 2025

Randall, Petitioner v. Pennsylvania Parole 
Board; 1085 C.D. 2023; This 11th day of 
December, 2025, Montgomery County 
Assistant Public Defender Dana E. Greenspan, 
Esquire’s Application for Leave to Withdraw 
as Counsel is Granted, and Petitioner Ramsey 
Wesley Randall’s Petition for Review is 
Dismissed.

ORPHANS’ COURT
DIVISION

HEARINGS AND CONFERENCES

Before RAMY I. DJERASSI, J.
FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15, 2025
THURS., DEC. 18, 2025
11:00 A.M. via ZOOM
Estate of Mary Alice Hurst, 1266 DE 2024, 

Control#’s 250646/244253; K. O’Connell, S. 
Miller, K. Quinn.

2:00 P.M. via ZOOM
Estate of James Ellerbe, 181 AI 2025/250862; 

L. Walters, D. Nagel.
FRI., DEC. 19, 2025
2:00 P.M. COURTROOM 414
Estate of Jesse Hayes, 827 DE 2019, Control#’s 

243865/250947; D. Elmore, A. Palmer.

HEARINGS AND CONFERENCES

Before OVERTON, J.
FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15, 2025
THURS., DEC. 18, 2025
NO HEARINGS SCHEDULED
FRI., DEC. 19, 2025
NO HEARINGS SCHEDULED

HEARINGS AND CONFERENCES

Before SHEILA WOODS-SKIPPER, J.
FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15, 2025
THURS., DEC. 18, 2025
9:30 A.M. HEARING, via ZOOM
Estate of Josephine Fachet, AI, ACT, 1340AI 

of 2025, #254745; A. Fleischer, K. Mirsky.
11:00 A.M. REVIEW HEARING, via ZOOM
Estate of Willie Johnson, AI, ACT, 829AI of 

2022, #252790; S. Kindt, B. Perez.
FRI., DEC. 19, 2025
NO HEARINGS SCHEDULED

HEARINGS AND CONFERENCES

Before STELLA TSAI, J.
FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15, 2025
THURS., DEC. 18, 2025
10:30 A.M. CONFERENCE, via ZOOM
Earl Graham, 785DE of 2013//251257 and 

252825.
11:00 A.M. REVIEW HEARING, via ZOOM
Renaldo Williams, 405AI of 2025//251668.
1:30 P.M. HEARING, COURTROOM 432
Betty Little, 29DE of 2022//250433. 
2:30 P.M. HEARING, COURTROOM 432
Inter Vivos Tr U/A Known as the Northeastern 

Soup, 1138IV of 2025//254126.
FRI., DEC. 19, 2025
2:00 P.M. HEARING, via ZOOM
Samuel Tuayemie, 714AI of 2025//252526.
3:00 P.M. HEARING, via ZOOM
Jonathan Cantor, 1313AI of 2025//254674.

VOL P. 12061
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Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined.
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets.

Rule 1241. Notification of Shelter Care Hearing.
[A.](a) 	 Generally.  The applicant for the shelter care hearing shall notify the following 

persons of the date, time, and place of the shelter care hearing:
(1)  	 the child;
(2)  	 the guardian(s) of the child;
(3)  	 the attorney for the child;
(4)  	 the attorney(s) for the guardian(s);
(5)  	 the attorney for the county agency;
(6)  	 the county agency; [and]
(7)  	 the potential kinship care resource, if the child is removed from 

home or removal has been requested; and 
[(7)](8)  	 any other appropriate person.

[B.](b) 	 Counsel.  The guardian of the child shall be notified of the right to counsel 
immediately after a child is taken into protective custody and before a shelter 
care hearing.

Comment:  Notice should be as timely as possible. Because there is a [seventy-two] 72-hour time 
restriction, notice may be oral.  Every possible attempt to notify all parties is to be made.  It is not 
sufficient to notify only one guardian.  All guardians are to be notified.  See In re M.L., [562 Pa. 646,] 
757 A.2d 849 (Pa. 2000).
   	 The hearing may go forward if a guardian is not present.  However, if a guardian has not 
been notified, a rehearing is to be ordered under Rule 1243 upon submission of an affidavit by the 
guardian.
	 The court is to direct the county agency to provide the child’s foster parent, preadoptive 
parent, [or] relative providing care for the child, or a potential kinship care resource with timely 
notice of the hearing.  See 42 Pa.C.S. § 6336.1.
   	 Regarding subdivision (a)(7), see 42 Pa.C.S. § 6302 for the definition of “potential 
kinship care resource.”  Once a potential kinship care resource has addressed the court as 
to the individual’s qualifications, the court is to decide whether the potential kinship care 
resource may receive notice of, or participate in, future hearings.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 1242(c)(7).  
If the court decides that the potential kinship care resource is not to receive notice of future 
hearings, notice to that individual is no longer required.

If a court appointed special advocate is involved in the case, the court appointed special advocate is 
to be notified as any other appropriate person pursuant to [paragraph (A)(7)] subdivision (a)(8).
[Official Note:  Rule 1241 adopted August 21, 2006, effective February 1, 2007.
 Committee Explanatory Reports:   

Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 1241 published with the Court’s 
Order at 36 Pa.B. 5571 (September 2, 2006).] 

Rule 1242.  Shelter Care Hearing.

(a)	 Informing of Rights.  Upon commencement of the hearing, the court shall 
ensure that:

(1)	 a copy of the shelter care application is provided to the parties; and

(2)	 all parties are informed of the right to counsel.

(b)	 Manner of Hearing.

(1)	Conduct.  The hearing shall be conducted in an informal but orderly 
manner.

(2)	 Recording.  If requested, or if ordered by the court, the hearing shall 
be recorded by appropriate means. If not so recorded, full minutes of 
the hearing shall be kept.

(3)	 Testimony and Evidence.  All evidence helpful in determining the 
questions presented, including oral or written reports, may be received 
by the court and relied upon to the extent of its probative value even 
though not competent in the hearing on the petition. The child’s 
attorney, the guardian, if unrepresented, and the attorney for the 
guardian shall be afforded an opportunity to examine and controvert 
written reports so received.

(4)	 Advanced Communication Technology.  Upon good cause shown, 
a court may utilize advanced communication technology pursuant to 
Rule 1129.

(c)	 Findings.  The court shall determine whether:

(1)	 there are sufficient facts in support of the shelter care application;

(2)	 the county agency has reasonably engaged in family finding;

(3)	 custody of the child is warranted after consideration of the following 
factors:

(i) 	 remaining in the home would be contrary to the wel-
fare and best interests of the child;

(ii) 	 reasonable efforts were made by the county agency to 
prevent the child’s placement;

(iii)  	 the child’s placement is the least restrictive placement 
that meets the needs of the child, supported by reasons 
why there are no less restrictive alternatives available; 
and

(iv)  	 the lack of efforts was reasonable in the case of an emer-
gency placement where services were not offered;

(4)	 a person, other than the county agency, submitting a shelter care appli-
cation, is a party to the proceedings; 

(5)	 there are any special needs of the child that have been identified and 
that the court deems necessary to address while the child is in shelter 
care; [and]

(6)	 the county agency has made efforts to determine whether the child is 
an Indian child and whether any participant has reason to know the 
child is an Indian child pursuant to Rule 1203[.]and; 

(7)	 the potential kinship care resource may receive notice of, or par-
ticipate in, future hearings, if custody of the child is warranted 
and the potential kinship care resource has addressed the court 
as to the individual’s qualifications.

(d)	 Prompt Hearing.  The court shall conduct a hearing within 72 hours of taking 
the child into protective custody.  The parties shall not be permitted to waive the 
shelter care hearing.

(e)	 Court Order.  At the conclusion of the shelter care hearing, the court shall enter 
a written order setting forth:

(1)	 its findings pursuant to subdivision (c);

(2)	 any conditions placed upon any party;

(3)	 any orders regarding family finding pursuant to Rule 1149;

(4)	 any orders for placement or temporary care of the child;

(5)	 any findings or orders necessary to ensure the stability and appropri-
ateness of the child’s education, and when appropriate, the court shall 
appoint an educational decision maker pursuant to Rule 1147;

(6)  	 any findings or orders necessary to identify, monitor, and address the 
child’s needs concerning health care and disability, if any, and if paren-
tal consent cannot be obtained, authorize evaluations and treatment 
needed; 

(7) 	  any orders of visitation; and 

(8)  	 whether there is reason to know the child is an Indian child pursuant 
to Rule 1203.

Comment:  Pursuant to subdivision (b)(4), it is expected that the parties be present.  Only upon good 
cause shown should advanced communication technology be utilized.
   

Pursuant to subdivision (c), the court is to make a determination that the evidence pre-
sented with the shelter care application under Rule 1240 is supported by sufficient facts. After this 
determination, the court is to determine whether the custody of the child is warranted by requiring 
a finding that: 1) remaining in the home would be contrary to the health and welfare of the child; 2) 
reasonable efforts were made by the county agency to prevent the placement of the child; 3) the child 
was placed in the least restrictive placement available; and 4) if the child was taken into emergency 
placement without services being offered, the lack of efforts by the county agency was reasonable. 
Additionally, the court is to state the reasons why there are no less restrictive alternatives available.
   

Family finding is to be initiated prior to the shelter care hearing.  [See] See Comment to 
Rule 1149 as to level of reasonableness.
   

Pursuant to subdivision (c)(2), the court is to make a determination whether the county 
agency has reasonably engaged or is to engage in family finding in the case. The county agency will 
be required to report its diligent family finding efforts at subsequent hearings.  See Rule 1149 for 
requirements of family finding.  See also Rules 1408(b), 1512(D)(1)(h), 1514(a)(4), 1608(d)(1)(viii), 
and 1610(D) and their Comments for the court’s findings as to the county agency’s satisfaction of the 
family finding requirements and Rules 1210(d), 1409(c) and 1609(D) and Comments to Rules 1408, 
1409, 1512, 1514, 1515, and 1608-1611 on the court’s orders.

   	 Pursuant to subdivision (c)(4), the court is to determine whether a person is a proper party 
to the proceedings.  Regardless of the court’s findings on the party status, the court is to determine 
if the application is supported by sufficient evidence.

	 The court is required to inquire and determine whether any participants have reason to 
know whether the child is an Indian child.  The court is also required to advise the participants of 
their obligation to report to the court if they subsequently receive information that provides a reason 
to know the child is an Indian child.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 1203.

Regarding subdivision (c)(7), see 67 Pa.C.S. § 7507(c) for the Kinship Care Program.  

   	 Under subdivision (d), the court is to ensure a timely hearing.  Nothing in subdivision (d) is 
intended to preclude the use of stipulations or agreements among the parties, subject to court review 
and acceptance at the shelter care hearing.
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See 42 Pa.C.S. § 6332 (Informal Hearing).

   	 Pursuant to subdivision (e), the court is to enter a written order.  It is important that the 
court address any special needs of the child while the child is in shelter care.  The child’s attorney 
or the county agency is to present any educational, health care, and disability needs to the court, 
if known at the time of the hearing.  These needs may include a child’s educational stability, needs 
concerning early intervention, remedial services, health care, and disability.  If the court determines 
a child is in need of an educational decision maker, the court is to appoint an educational decision 
maker pursuant to Rule 1147.
  

The court’s order should address the child’s educational stability, including the right to an 
educational decision maker.  The order should address the child’s right to: 1) educational stability, 
including the right to: a) remain in the same school regardless of a change in placement when it is in 
the child’s best interest; b) immediate enrollment when a school change is in the child’s best inter-
est; and c) have school proximity considered in all placement changes, 42 U.S.C. §§ 675(1)(G) and 
11431 et seq.; 2) an educational decision maker pursuant to Rule 1147, 42 Pa.C.S. § 6301, 20 U.S.C. 
§ 1439(a)(5), and 34 C.F.R. § 300.519; 3) an appropriate education, including any necessary special 
education, early intervention, or remedial services pursuant to 24 P.S. §§ 13-1371 and 13-1372, 55 
Pa. Code § 3130.87, and 20 U.S.C. §§ 1400 et seq.; 4) the educational services necessary to support 
the child’s transition to successful adulthood pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. § 6351 if the child is 14 or older; 
and 5) a transition plan that addresses the child’s educational needs pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §  675(5)
(H) if the child will age out of care within 90 days. 

When addressing the child’s health and disability needs, the court’s order should address 
the right of: 1) a child to receive timely and medically appropriate screenings and health care services, 
55 Pa. Code § 3800.32 and 42 U.S.C. § 1396d(r); and 2) a child with disabilities to receive necessary 
accommodations, 42 U.S.C. § 12132, 28 C.F.R. §§ 35.101 et seq., Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, as amended, 29 U.S.C. § 794, and implementing regulations at 45 C.F.R. §§ 84.1 et seq.
   

Pursuant to the Juvenile Act, the court has authority to order a physical or mental exami-
nation of a child and medical or surgical treatment of a minor, who is suffering from a serious physi-
cal condition or illness which requires prompt treatment in the opinion of a physician.  The court 
may order the treatment even if the guardians have not been given notice of the pending hearing, 
are not available, or without good cause inform the court that they do not consent to the treatment.  
See 42 Pa.C.S. § 6339(b).
   

Nothing in this rule prohibits informal conferences, narrowing of issues, if necessary, and 
the court making appropriate orders to expedite the case. The shelter care hearing may be used as 
a vehicle to discuss the matters needed and narrow the issues.  The court is to ensure a timely adju-
dicatory hearing is held.
   

[See 42 Pa.C.S. § 6339 for orders of physical and mental examinations and treat-
ment.]
   

See Rule 1330(a) for filing of a petition.
______________________________________________

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE

ADOPTION REPORT

Amendment of Pa.R.J.C.P. 1241, 1242, 1501, 1514, 1601, and 1608

On December 1, 2025, the Supreme Court amended Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile 
Court Procedure 1241, 1242, 1501, 1514, 1601, and 1608 to implement the Act of December 
14, 2023, P.L. 412, No. 48, concerning “potential kinship care resources.”  The Juvenile Court 
Procedural Rules Committee has prepared this Adoption Report describing the rulemaking pro-
cess.  An Adoption Report should not be confused with Comments to the rules.  See Pa.R.J.A. 103, 
cmt.  The statements contained herein are those of the Committee, not the Court.

	 Effective February 12, 2024, the Act added a definition of “potential kinship care 
resource” to the Juvenile Act, 42 Pa.C.S. § 6302.  The Act also amended 42 Pa.C.S. § 6336.1(a) 
to require county agencies to provide notice of permanency hearings to potential kinship care 
resources.  The potential resource then has the right to be heard at the hearing as to the resource’s 
qualifications to provide kinship care.  Thereafter, the court must decide whether the resource may 
receive notice of, or participate in, future hearings.

	 The Committee published a proposal to amend Pa.R.J.C.P. 1601 and 1608 for com-
ment.  See 54 Pa.B. 2065 (April 20, 2024).  Pa.R.J.C.P. 1601(a)(5) was proposed to be amended to 
include “potential kinship care resource” as a person to receive notice of the permanency hear-
ing.  Additionally, a new subdivision (d)(1)(xviii) was proposed to be added to Pa.R.J.C.P. 1608 to 
require a finding on whether the potential kinship care resource should receive notices of future 
hearings.  

	 One comment was received.  The commenter supported the proposed amendments 
and suggested adding specific references to the Act and 55 Pa. Code § 3700.70 (Temporary and 
Provisional Approvals of Foster Families) to indicate the intent of the Act and to provide defini-
tional guidance.  The Committee appreciated the comment but believed the statutes and regula-
tions should speak for themselves.  

	 Post-publication, the Committee revised the proposed amendment of Pa.R.J.C.P. 1601 
to move the notice requirement to a potential kinship care resource from subdivision (a)(5), where 
it was included in the notice requirement to the parents, child’s foster parent, preadoptive parent, 
or relative providing care for the child, to subdivision (a)(8), as a standalone notice requirement.  
Given that a child may not always be removed from home as part of a disposition, the Committee 
further revised Pa.R.J.C.P. 1601(a)(8) to make notice to a potential kinship care resource of the 
permanency hearing conditional on whether the child has been removed from home or removal 
has been requested.

	 Moreover, the Committee expanded the notice requirement to potential kinship care 
resources to include the shelter care hearing, Pa.R.J.C.P. 1241(a)(7), and the dispositional hearing, 
Pa.R.J.C.P. 1501(h).  Additionally, the proposed commentary accompanying Pa.R.J.C.P. 1601 was 
carried over to these rules.  The Committee also included the Pa.R.J.C.P. 1608(d)(1)(xviii) find-
ing requirement in Pa.R.J.C.P. 1242(c)(7) and 1514(a)(7).  This expansion was predicated on the 
requirements of the Act being applied if a child has been removed from home under a voluntary 
placement agreement or is in the legal custody of the county agency.  See 42 Pa.C.S. § 6336.1(a) 
(citing 67 Pa.C.S. § 7507(c)).  

Aside from stylistic revisions, the following commentary has been removed:

Pa.R.J.C.P. 1241

Official Note:  Rule 1241 adopted August 21, 2006, effective February 1, 2007.

Committee Explanatory Reports:  Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 
1241 published with the Court’s Order at 36 Pa.B. 5571 (September 2, 2006).

Pa.R.J.C.P. 1242

See 42 Pa.C.S. § 6339 for orders of physical and mental examinations and 
treatment.

Pa.R.J.C.P. 1501

Official Note: Rule 1501 adopted August 21, 2006, effective February 1, 2007. 
Amended April 29, 2011, effective July 1, 2011.

Committee Explanatory Reports:  Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 
1501 published with the Court’s Order at 36 Pa.B. 5571 (September 2, 2006).  
Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1501 published with the 
Court’s Order at 41 Pa.B. 2413 (May 14, 2011).

Pa.R.J.C.P. 1601

Official Note:  Rule 1601 adopted August 21, 2006, effective February 1, 2007.  
Amended April 29, 2011, effective July 1, 2011.  Amended May 17, 2018, effec-
tive October 1, 2018.

Committee Explanatory Reports:  Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 
1601 published with the Court’s Order at 36 Pa.B. 5571 (September 2, 2006).  
Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 1601 published with the 
Court’s Order at 41 Pa.B. 2413 (May 14, 2011).  Final Report explaining the 
amendments to Rule 1601 published with the Court’s Order at 48 Pa.B. 3321 
(June 2, 2018).

***
The amendments become effective July 1, 2026. 
Rule 1501. Dispositional Notice.

The court or its designee shall give notice of the dispositional hearing to:

[(1)](a)  	 all parties;

[(2)](b)  	 the attorney for the county agency;

[(3)](c) 	 the child’s attorney

[(4)](d)  	 the guardian’s attorney;

[(5)](e)  	 the parents, child’s foster parent, preadoptive parent, or relative providing care 
for the child;

[(6)](f)  	 the court appointed special advocate, if assigned;

[(7)](g)  	 the educational decision maker, if applicable; [and]

[(8)](h)  	 the potential kinship care resource, if the child is removed from home or 
removal has been requested; and 

(i)  	 any other persons as directed by the court.

Comment:  Regarding subdivision (h), see 42 Pa.C.S. § 6302 for the definition of “potential 
kinship care resource.”  Once a potential kinship care resource has addressed the court as 
to the individual’s qualifications, the court is to decide whether the potential kinship care 
resource may receive notice of, or participate in, future hearings.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 1514(a)(7).  
If the court decides that the potential kinship care resource is not to receive notice of future 
hearings, notice to that individual is no longer required.  

[Official Note: Rule 1501 adopted August 21, 2006, effective February 1, 2007. Amended 
April 29, 2011, effective July 1, 2011.

Committee Explanatory Reports:

   	 Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 1501 published with the Court’s 
Order at 36 Pa.B. 5571 (September 2, 2006).  Final Report explaining the amendments to 
Rule 1501 published with the Court’s Order at 41 Pa.B. 2413 (May 14, 2011).]
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Rule 1514. Dispositional Finding Before Removal from Home.

(a)  	 Required Findings.  Prior to entering a dispositional order removing a child 
from the home, the court shall state on the record in open court the following 
specific findings:

(1)  	 Continuation of the child in the home would be contrary to the wel-
fare, safety, or health of the child;

(2)  	 The child’s placement is the least restrictive placement that meets the 
needs of the child, supported by reasons why there is no less restrictive 
alternative available;

(3)  	 If the child has a sibling who is subject to removal from the home, 
whether reasonable efforts were made prior to the placement of the 
child to place the siblings together or whether such joint placement is 
contrary to the safety or well-being of the child or sibling;

(4)  	 The county agency has reasonably satisfied the requirements of Rule 
1149 regarding family finding;

(5)  	 One of the following:

(i)   	 Reasonable efforts were made prior to the placement of the 
child to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the 
child from the home, if the child has remained in the home 
pending such disposition; or

(ii)   	 If preventive services were not offered due to the necessity 
for emergency placement, whether such lack of services was 
reasonable under the circumstances; or

(iii)   	 If the court previously determined that reasonable efforts 
were not made to prevent the initial removal of the child 
from the home, whether reasonable efforts are under way to 
make it possible for the child to return home; and

(6)	 The county agency has provided a permanency plan and services 
pursuant to 67 Pa.C.S. § 7504[.]; and

(7) 	 If a potential kinship care resource has addressed the court as 
to the individual’s qualifications, then whether the potential 
kinship care resource may receive notice of, or participate in, 
future hearings.

(b)   	 Aggravated Circumstances.   If the court has previously found aggravated 
circumstances to exist and that reasonable efforts to remove the child from the 
home or to preserve and reunify the family are not required, a finding pursuant 
to subdivision (a)(5)(i)—(a)(5)(iii) is unnecessary.

Comment:  See 42 Pa.C.S. § 6351(b).
   	

Pursuant to subdivision (a)(3), the court is to utilize reasonable efforts in placing siblings 
together unless it is contrary to the safety or well-being of a child or sibling.  See 42 U.S.C. § 675 
(Fostering Connections).
   	

Pursuant to subdivision (a)(4), the court is to determine whether the county agency has 
reasonably satisfied the requirements of Rule 1149 regarding family finding.  If the county agency 
has failed to meet the diligent family finding efforts requirements of Rule 1149, the court is to uti-
lize its powers to enforce this legislative mandate.  See 67 Pa.C.S. §§ 7501 et seq. See also Pa.R.J.C.P. 
1210(D)(8), 1242(E)(3), 1409(C), 1609(D), and 1611(C), and Comments to Pa.R.J.C.P. 1242, 1408, 
1409, 1512, 1515, and 1608—1611.

   	 Pursuant to subdivision (a)(6), specific requirements for a permanency plan and services 
exist when the court orders the temporary transfer of a child’s legal custody pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. 
§ 6351(a)(2).  See 67 Pa.C.S. § 7504.

Regarding subdivision (a)(7), see 67 Pa.C.S. § 7507(c) for the Kinship Care Program.  

Rule 1601. Permanency Hearing Notice.

[A.](a)  	 At least [fifteen] 15 days prior to the hearing, the court or its designee shall give 
notice of the permanency hearing to:

(1)  	 all parties;

(2)  	 the attorney for the county agency;

(3)  	 the child’s attorney;

(4)  	 the guardian’s attorney;

(5)  	 the parents, child’s foster parent, preadoptive parent, or relative pro-
viding care for the child;

(6)  	 the court appointed special advocate, if assigned;

(7)  	 the educational decision maker, if applicable; [and]

(8)  	 the potential kinship care resource, if the child is removed from 
home or removal has been requested; and 

[(8)](9)  	 any other persons as directed by the court.

[B.](b)  	 If a party intends to request a goal change from reunification, then either the 
notice shall state this purpose or the party shall give separate notice of the 
intended goal change in accordance with [paragraph (A)] subdivision (a).

Comment:  Regarding subdivision (a)(8), see 42 Pa.C.S. § 6302 for the definition of “potential 
kinship care resource.”  Once a potential kinship care resource has addressed the court as 
to the individual’s qualifications, the court is to decide whether the potential kinship care 
resource may receive notice of, or participate in, future hearings.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 1608(d)(1)
(xviii).  If the court decides that the potential kinship care resource is not to receive notice 
of future hearings, notice to that individual is no longer required.  

Given the significance of discontinuing the goal of reunification, the requirement of 
[paragraph (B)] subdivision (b) is to ensure that parties, counsel, and interested persons have notice 
of the purpose of the hearing and are able to prepare for and attend the hearing.

[Official Note:  Rule 1601 adopted August 21, 2006, effective February 1, 2007.  Amended 
April 29, 2011, effective July 1, 2011.  Amended May 17, 2018, effective October 1, 2018.

Committee Explanatory Reports:

   	 Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 1601 published with the Court’s 
Order at 36 Pa.B. 5571 (September 2, 2006).  Final Report explaining the amendments to 
Rule 1601 published with the Court’s Order at 41 Pa.B. 2413 (May 14, 2011).  Final Report 
explaining the amendments to Rule 1601 published with the Court’s Order at 48 Pa.B. 3321 
(June 2, 2018).]Rule 1608.  Permanency Hearing.

***
(d)  	 Court’s Findings.  

(1)	 Findings at all Six-Month Hearings.  At each permanency hear-
ing, the court shall enter its findings and conclusions of law into the 
record and enter an order pursuant to Rule 1609.  On the record in 
open court, the court shall state: 

***

(xvi)	 whether sufficient steps have been taken by the county 
agency to ensure the child has been provided regular, 
ongoing opportunities to engage in age-appropriate or 
developmentally-appropriate activities, including:

(A)	 consulting the child in an age-appropriate or 
developmentally-appropriate manner about the 
opportunities to participate in activities; and

(B)	 identifying and addressing any barriers to partici-
pation; [and]    

(xvii) 	 whether the visitation schedule for the child with the child’s 
guardian is adequate, unless a finding is made that visitation 
is contrary to the safety or well-being of the child[.]; and 

(xviii)	 if a potential kinship care resource has addressed the 
court as to the individual’s qualifications, then whether 
the potential kinship care resource may receive notice 
of, or participate in, future hearings.

***

Comment:  See 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 6341, 6351.

***
Pursuant to subdivision (d)(1)(xv), the county agency is to testify and enter evidence into 

the record on how it took sufficient steps to ensure the caregiver is exercising the reasonable and 
prudent parent standard.  For the definition of “caregiver” and the “reasonable and prudent parent 
standard,” see Rule 1120.  Pursuant to subdivision (d)(1)(xvi), when documenting its steps taken, the 
county agency is to include how it consulted with the child in an age-appropriate or developmental-
ly-appropriate manner about the opportunities of the child to participate in activities.  For the defi-
nition of “age-appropriate or developmentally-appropriate,” see Rule 1120.  These additions have 
been made to help dependent children have a sense of normalcy in their lives.  These children should 
be able to participate in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities without having to 
consult caseworkers and ask the court’s permission many days prior to the event.  See also Preventing 
Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act (P.L. 113-183), 42 U.S.C. §§ 675 and 675a (2014).

Regarding subdivision (d)(1)(xviii), see 67 Pa.C.S. § 7507(c) for the Kinship Care 
Program.  
***

__________________________________________________________

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:					     NO. 770

ORDER ADOPTING RULE 1930.11 OF 	 CIVIL PROCEDURAL 
THE PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF		  RULES DOCKET  
CIVIL PROCEDURE 	 :
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ORDER
PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 26th day of November, 2025, upon the recommendation of the 
Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee, the proposal having been published for public 
comment at 55 Pa.B. 2732 (April 12, 2025):

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania that 
Rule 1930.11 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure is adopted in the attached form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
January 1, 2026.

____________________________________
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

DOMESTIC RELATIONS PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE

ADOPTION REPORT

Adoption of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1930.11

	 On November 26, 2025, the Supreme Court adopted Pennsylvania Rule of Civil 
Procedure 1930.11 to permit the use of “facsimile signatures” on documents filed pursuant to 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1901-1959.  The Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee has prepared this 
Adoption Report describing the rulemaking process.  An Adoption Report should not be confused 
with Comments to the rules.  See Pa.R.J.A. 103, cmt.  The statements contained herein are those of 
the Committee, not the Court.

	  The Committee had been studying whether facsimile signatures should be accepted in 
addition to “wet” or pen-and-ink signatures on documents filed with the court.  The Committee 
believed that the sole requirement of a wet signature is archaic because, ian more modern practice, 
the entire case record may be digital and never exist in physical form.  Further, with the remote 
practice of law or multi-office/multi-county practices, obtaining a client’s wet signature prior to 
filing causes unnecessary delay and expense when signed documents are mailed, and an unnecessary 
inconvenience when documents must be signed in person.  Additionally, in family court matters, there 
is often insufficient time for the client to deliver a wet signed document to the attorney prior to filing.  

	 The concept of a facsimile signature may be illustrated through reference to Pa.R.E. 902(4) 
concerning the self-authentication of certified copies of public records.  In relevant part, that rule 
states: “A certificate required by paragraph (4)(B) may include a handwritten signature, a copy of a 
handwritten signature, a computer generated signature, or a signature created, transmitted, received, 
or stored by electronic means, by the signer or by someone with the signer’s authorization.  A seal 
may, but need not, be raised.”  Its Comment, in relevant part, states: “Pa.R.E. 902(4) differs from 
F.R.E. 902(4) insofar as the rule does not require the certificate to include a pen-and-ink signature or 
raised seal for the self-authentication of public documents.”

	 Pa.R.Civ.P. 76 does not define a “signature”; rather it provides examples of what may 
constitute a “signature.”  Only with reference to documents produced by a court does Pa.R.Civ.P. 76 
include “a handwritten signature, a copy of a handwritten signature, a computer generated signature 
or a signature created, transmitted, received, or stored by electronic means, by the signer or by 
someone with the signer’s authorization.”  These examples do not include documents filed with the 
court by parties.  Therefore, originals of documents filed with the court by parties must contain a wet 
signature and, if e-filed, be retained by the parties.   

	 The Committee published for comment proposed Pa.R.Civ.P. 1930.11 to permit the 
use of facsimile signatures.  See 55 Pa.B. 2732 (April 12, 2025).  The language of the proposed rule 
was borrowed from the examples of “signature” in Pa.R.Civ.P. 76, as applied to court-generated 
documents.  The rule would not prohibit the use of commercial applications that allow users to “sign” 
a document electronically because the digital artifacts indicating the date and time when a document 
was signed and the electronic location of the signer permit authentication. 
  
	 The Committee did not believe that a wet signature provides a significant safeguard against 
forgery.  If a party is willing to forge a facsimile signature, then the party is likely inclined to also 
forge a wet signature.  See also 18 Pa.C.S. § 4101(b) (defining a “writing” for the offense of forgery 
to include digital signatures).  Nor did the Committee believe that a wet signature provided such 
an assurance of attribution to warrant its continued requirement.  Notwithstanding, the Committee 
proposed adding cautionary citations to authority in the Comment advising readers that the form of 
a signature is not a shield against the consequences of the improper use of a signature.  Any question 
pertaining to a signature can be raised by objection.
	
	 The Committee received one comment, which was in support of the proposal.  Post-
publication, the Committee discussed whether the inclusion of “stipulations” in the Comment to 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1930.11, as proposed, might be interpreted to permit the use of facsimile signatures on 
agreements, e.g., marital separation agreements, between the parties.  That was not the intent of the 
rule.  The Committee believed that those signatures may be governed by Pennsylvania’s Uniform 
Electronic Transactions Act, 73 P.S. §§ 2260.101 et seq.  See also 73 P.S. § 2260.305 (permitting 
the parties to agree to attribution of an electronic signature to a person).  However, the rule 
would not govern the validity of signatures on agreements between the parties outside of court.  
Accordingly, the Committee removed “stipulations” from the Comment to eliminate the potential for 
misinterpretation.

	 Yet, when an agreement is filed with the court, the original of that agreement should not be 
required to be filed.  As is the requirement for civil pleadings in general, only a copy is required.  See 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1019(i).  As an evidentiary matter, a duplicate of an agreement is admissible to the same 
extent as the original unless there is a genuine question raised about the original’s authenticity, or the 
circumstances make it unfair to admit the duplicate.  See Pa.R.E. 1003.  To reinforce that filing a copy 
of an agreement is sufficient in family court proceedings, the Committee added the last paragraph of 
the Comment.

This rule becomes effective on January 1, 2026. 

<This is an entirely new rule.>

Rule 1930.11.  Signature.

	 When used in reference to documents filed pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1901-1959, a “sig-
nature” includes a handwritten signature, a copy of a handwritten signature, a computer-generated 
signature, or a signature created, transmitted, received, or stored by electronic means by the signer 
or by someone with the signer’s authorization, unless otherwise provided in these rules.

Comment:  See also Pa.R.Civ.P. 76 (defining “signature”).  

	 This rule is intended to permit the use of other forms of signature to be deemed the 
equivalent of a handwritten or “wet” signature on documents, including, but not limited to, plead-
ings and verifications.  A signatory, regardless of the use of a signature in any permitted form, 
remains subject to sanctions pursuant to the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure, and penalties 
and liability as permitted by law.  See, e.g., Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.4; Pa.R.Civ.P. 4019; 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904; 
42 Pa.C.S. §§ 2503, 8351. 

	 An original of an agreement, including a stipulation for entry of an agreed upon order, is 
not required to be filed.  A duplicate of the agreement shall be admissible to the same extent as the 
original unless a genuine question is raised about the original’s authenticity, or the circumstances 
make it unfair to admit the duplicate.  See Pa.R.E. 1003; Pa.R.Civ.P. 1019(i) (requiring a copy of an 
agreement to be attached to pleading).

________________________________________________________
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:					     NO. 557
ORDER ADOPTING RULE 210.1 AND 	 MAGISTERIAL RULES DOCKET 
AMENDING RULE 320 OF THE  
PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF CIVIL  
PROCEDURE GOVERNING ACTIONS  
AND PROCEEDINGS BEFORE  
MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGES  
 

ORDER
PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 1st day of December, 2025, upon the recommendation of the Minor 
Court Rules Committee; the proposal having been published for public comment at 54 Pa.B. 2344 
(May 4, 2024): 

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania that 
Pennsylvania Rule of Civil Procedure Governing Actions and Proceedings Before Magisterial 
District Judges 210.1 is adopted and Rule 320 is amended in the attached form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
April 1, 2026.

Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined.
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets.

_______________________
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
MINOR COURT RULES COMMITTEE

ADOPTION REPORT

Adoption of Rule 210.1 and Amendment of Rule 320 of the Pennsylvania Rules 
of Civil Procedure Governing Actions and Proceedings 

Before Magisterial District Judges

	 On December 1, 2025, the Supreme Court adopted Rule 210.1 and amended Rule 
514.1 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure Governing Actions and Proceedings Before 
Magisterial District Judges.  The rule changes are intended to add a prohibition on ex parte com-
munications and establish procedures for stipulated judgments, respectively.    The Minor Court 
Rules Committee has prepared this Adoption Report describing the rulemaking process.  An 
Adoption Report should not be confused with Comments to the rules. See Pa.R.J.A. 103, cmt. The 
statements contained herein are those of the Committee, not the Court.  

	 The Committee was advised that, on occasion, a plaintiff will file a request with the 
magisterial district court to mark the civil complaint settled and to request entry of a judgment in 
favor of the plaintiff.  Frequently, the request is made ex parte and without the written consent of 
the defendant.  The Committee saw the opportunity for misuse if the filing does not reflect notice 
to or consent by the defendant.  The Committee examined methods to: (1) prohibit unauthorized 
ex parte communications with the magisterial district judge; and (2) develop a procedure for the 
parties to advise the magisterial district court of a settlement agreement that includes the entry of a 
stipulated judgment for the plaintiff. 

	 The Committee first examined ex parte communications in magisterial district courts.  
Magisterial district judges and attorneys are bound by codes of conduct that prohibit unauthorized 
ex parte communication.  See Rule 2.9 of the Rules Governing Standards of Conduct of Magisterial 
District Judges and Pa.R.P.C. 3.5 (respectively).  In contrast, there is no similar obligation for par-
ties.  Thus, while magisterial district judges and attorneys have guidance concerning ex parte com-
munications, the same cannot be said for a self-represented litigant who is not law trained.  

	 The Committee reviewed prohibitions on ex parte communications by the parties in 
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the Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 136 and 1136 (pertaining 
to delinquency and dependency proceedings, respectively).  These rules are germane to the issue 
before the Committee and were used as the basis for developing Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 210.1.    

	 Certain ex parte communications, e.g., proceedings for emergency protective relief, 
are permitted in magisterial district court.  See Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 1207 (pertaining to hearings 
for emergency protective relief).  Moreover, Rule 2.9(A)(1) of the Rules Governing Standards of 
Conduct of Magisterial District Judges identifies permissible ex parte communications, e.g., sched-
uling, administrative, or emergency purposes.  

Next, the phrase “stipulated judgment” in intended to mean a consensual judgment that 
is entered without a hearing by the magisterial district judge at the request of the parties.  Because 
the Committee was informed that ex parte requests for stipulated judgments are being filed with 
magisterial district courts, it agreed on the necessity for a procedure to ensure that a defendant is 
an informed and active participant in a request to enter a stipulated judgment.  

	 Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 320(B), pertaining to settlements, has been bifurcated.  Subdivision (b)
(1) reflects current subdivision (B), regarding a request to mark a civil action settled without the 
entry of a stipulated judgment.  This provision may be used if the parties reach an out of court 
settlement that does not include the entry of a judgment by the court.  

Subdivision (b)(2) includes new provisions relating to a stipulated judgment and empha-
sizes participation of the parties.  Subdivision (b)(2)(ii) provides for a new statewide form to request 
entry of a stipulated judgment by the magisterial district court.  The amount of the judgment will 
be entered on the form.  The amount of the judgment will not include court costs insofar as those 
are determined by Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 206(B), are the responsibility of the unsuccessful party, and 
are reflected in the judgment.  

Regarding subdivision (b)(2)(ii)(B)(I), which advises the defendant to review the terms 
of a settlement agreement, it was not the Committee’s intention to require judicial approval of the 
terms of these agreements.  The primary risk to the defendant in entering a stipulated judgment 
is that the plaintiff may execute upon a judgment prematurely or that the levy may be excessive in 
relation to prior payments on the judgment.  Should that occur, the defendant can file an objection 
to the levy pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 413, which can be the subject of a request for reconsid-
eration at the court of common pleas.  

The Committee observes that parties inclined to negotiate a settlement, including a 
stipulated judgment, will have limited time, unless a continuance is sought, to negotiate an agree-
ment, execute it, and file the request with the magisterial district court.  However, parties who 
have achieved a mutually satisfactory outcome should be incentivized to proceed as directed in 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 320.      

The Committee published the proposal for public comment.  See 54 Pa.B. 2344 (May 4, 
2024).  The comment period ran through June 18, 2024 and the Committee received no comments 
in response to the publication.

The amendment takes effect on April 1, 2026.  
_____________________________________________________-

– This is an entirely new rule –

Rule 210.1.  Ex Parte Communication.

(a)	 Unless otherwise authorized by law or state court rule, no person shall com-
municate with the magisterial district judge in any way regarding matters 
pending before the magisterial district judge unless all parties:

(1) 	 are present or have been copied if the communication is written or 
in electronic form; or

(2) 	 have waived their presence or right to receive the communication.

(b)	 If the magisterial district judge receives any unauthorized ex parte communica-
tion, the magisterial district judge shall inform all parties of the communica-
tion and its content.

Comment:  Generally, communications should include all parties.  No unauthorized ex parte com-
munications with the magisterial district judge are to occur.  Authorized ex parte communica-
tions include those made in connection with proceedings for emergency protective orders, i.e., 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 1201 – 1211, which are ex parte proceedings.  See Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 1207.  
Certain ex parte communications for scheduling, administrative, or emergency purposes that do not 
address substantive matters are permissible.  See Rule 2.9(A)(1) of the Rules Governing Standards 
of Conduct of Magisterial District Judges.  
  

Attorneys are bound by Rule 3.5 of the Rules of Professional Conduct.  Magisterial dis-
trict judges are bound by Rule 2.9 of the Rules Governing Standards of Conduct of Magisterial 
District Judges.

Attorneys and judges understand the impropriety of ex parte communications regarding 
matters pending before the magisterial district court but many participants are not attorneys or 
judges.  This rule ensures that all parties receive the same information that is being presented to 
the magisterial district judge so that it may be challenged or supplemented.

Rule 320. Request to Withdraw Complaint; [Settlement] Settlements.

[A(1)](a) Withdrawal of Complaint.

(1)	 A plaintiff may withdraw the complaint prior to the commencement 
of the hearing by filing a written notice of withdrawal with the mag-

isterial district court. Upon receipt of such notice, the magisterial 
district court shall [note]: 

(i)	 mark the withdrawal of the complaint on the docket[,]; 

(ii)	 cancel any scheduled hearing, [(]except for a consolidated 
hearing on a cross-complaint pursuant to [Rule 315B),] 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 315B; and 

(iii)	 notify the parties in writing that the complaint has been 
withdrawn.

[(2)](2)A withdrawal of the complaint filed prior to the commencement of the 
hearing shall be deemed to be without prejudice. The plaintiff may 
file a new complaint on the same cause of action upon payment of all 
applicable fees and costs.

[B(1)](b) Settlements.

(1)	 Settlement Without Stipulated Judgment.

(i)	 [The] Except as provided in subdivision (b)(2), pertain-
ing to stipulated judgments, parties may file a written 
notice of settlement of the complaint with the magisterial 
district court at any time prior to the entry of judgment.  
The notice of settlement shall include the signatures 
of the parties.  Upon receipt of such notice, the magiste-
rial district judge shall: 

(A)	 [the magisterial district court shall note the 
case settled on the docket,] mark the settle-
ment of the complaint on the docket; 

(B)	 cancel any scheduled hearing [(], except for a 
consolidated hearing on a cross-complaint pursu-
ant to [Rule 315B),] Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 315B; 
and 

(C)	 notify the parties in writing that the complaint 
has been marked settled.

[(2)](ii)[Where the parties have filed a notice of settlement with 
the magisterial district court] If the magisterial district 
court has previously marked the complaint as settled 
pursuant to subdivision (b)(1)(i) and a subsequent breach 
of the settlement agreement occurs, a party may file a new 
complaint citing breach of the settlement agreement as the 
cause of action.

(2)	 Settlement with Stipulated Judgment.

(i)	 The parties may file a written notice of a stipulated 
judgment as part of a settlement agreement at any 
time prior to the entry of judgment.  

(ii)	 The notice shall be made on a form promulgated by 
the State Court Administrator that shall include:

(A)	 the amount of the stipulated judgment, 
which shall include fees but not court costs;

(B)	 a notice to the defendant advising that:  

(I)	 the defendant should review the 
settlement agreement to ensure 
familiarity with and acceptance of 
its terms; 

(II)	 a judgment will be entered against 
the defendant on the docket of the 
magisterial district court; and

(III)	 the plaintiff shall have the right to 
request execution of the judgment 
if the defendant fails to make pay-
ments as agreed; and

(C)	 the signatures of the parties.   

(iii)	 Upon receipt of a notice compliant with the require-
ments of subdivision (b)(2)(ii), the magisterial district 
court shall:

(A)	 mark the entry of the stipulated judgment on 
the docket;

(B)	 cancel any scheduled hearing, except for a 
consolidated hearing on a cross-complaint 
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pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J 315B; and

(C)	 notify the parties in writing that the com-
plaint has been marked settled.

  
[C(1)](c) Cross-complaints.

(1)	 [The] A withdrawal or settlement of the plaintiff’s complaint pur-
suant to subdivision (a) or (b) shall not affect the right of the 
defendant to proceed with a cross-complaint filed pursuant to [Rule 
315A] Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 315A, unless it includes the cross-com-
plaint.

(2) 	 The defendant may file a written notice of withdrawal of the cross-
complaint in the manner set forth in [subdivision A] subdivision 
(a).

(3) 	 The parties may file a written notice of settlement or stipulated 
judgment of the cross-complaint in the manner set forth in [subdi-
vision B] subdivision (b).

[Note:] Comment:  A complaint filed pursuant to [subparagraph A(2) or B(2)] subdivision (a)
(2) or (b)(1)(ii) [shall not be treated as] is not a “reinstatement” of the underlying action[,] and 
is subject to all prescribed fees and costs for filing and service of a complaint. Compare with [Rule 
314E] Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 314E, which provides for reinstatement of the complaint under the lim-
ited circumstance of failure to make timely service.

	 This rule also applies to the withdrawal or settlement of a cross-complaint. Moreover, a 
cross-complaint will survive the withdrawal or settlement of the corresponding complaint if it is 
not included in a notice filed pursuant to this rule.

For purposes of this rule, “stipulated judgment” means a judgment that is entered 
by the magisterial district court without a hearing and at the request of and with the agree-
ment of the parties.  See Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 210.1, prohibiting unauthorized ex parte com-
munication with the magisterial district judge.

[Prior Rule 320, addressing continuances, was rescinded by Order of December 
16, 2004, effective July 1, 2005, and its provisions were added to Rule 209.] The pro-
visions of prior Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 320, pertaining to continuances, were relocated to 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 209, effective July 1, 2005.

______________________________________________________
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:						      NO. 317
ORDER AMENDING RULES 341 AND 904 		  APPELLATE 
OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF 		  PROCEDURAL RULES 
APPELLATE PROCEDURE			   DOCKET

ORDER

PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 11th day of December, 2025, upon the recommendation of the 
Appellate Court Procedural Rules Committee; the proposal having been published for public com-
ment at 54 Pa.B. 7110 (November 2, 2024):

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania that 
Rules 341 and 904 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Appellate Procedure are amended in the attached 
form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
July 1, 2026.

Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined.
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets.

APPELLATE COURT PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE
ADOPTION REPORT

Amendment of Pa.R.A.P. 341 and 904

On December 11, 2025, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania amended Pennsylvania 
Rules of Appellate Procedure 341 and 904.  The Appellate Court Procedural Rules Committee has 
prepared this Adoption Report describing the rulemaking process.  An Adoption Report should 
not be confused with Comments to the rules.  See Pa.R.J.A. 103, cmt.  The statements contained 
herein are those of the Committee, not the Court.	

	 Pursuant to a request, the Committee examined the language set forth in the form notice 
of appeal in Pa.R.A.P. 904, which states that notice is given to the appropriate appellate court from 
the order entered upon the lower court’s docket.  It provides:

Notice is hereby given that __________, defendant above named, hereby 
appeals to the (Supreme) (Superior) (Commonwealth) Court of Pennsylvania 
from the order entered in this matter on the ___ day of __________, 20__.  
This order has been entered in the docket as evidenced by the attached copy of 
the docket entry.

The requester indicated that the reference to “order” in the singular in the form notice of appeal 

was ambiguous and misleading because it could lead to the conclusion that the only order that 
must be referenced is the final order.  The requester suggested a revision to the last sentence stat-
ing that “[T]his order (or orders) has been entered in the docket…” would clarify that “order” 
includes any and all orders in the entire case, including any pre-trial orders for which a party 
requests appellate review.

	 The Committee observed that neither the form notice of appeal nor the commentary to 
Pa.R.A.P. 904 makes any mention that a party needs to file only a single notice of appeal to secure 
review of prior non-final orders that are made final by the entry of a final order; that guidance is 
found in the commentary to Pa.R.A.P. 341 relating to final orders.  See Pa.R.A.P. 341, cmt. ¶ 4.  To 
remedy this omission, the Committee proposed amending the commentary of Pa.R.A.P. 904 to add 
a statement indicating that non-final orders are merged into the final order for the purposes of 
appeal.  The Committee also proposed amending the commentary of Pa.R.A.P. 341 to add a cross 
reference to Pa.R.A.P. 904. 

	 Outside of the rulemaking request, the Committee also proposed amending the form 
notice of appeal in Pa.R.A.P. 904 to update the language and change the sequence of the list of 
appellate courts in the form.  Commentary was also proposed to be added to emphasize that only 
the final order should be listed in the notice of appeal and that it is not necessary to list any prior 
non-final orders that have merged into the final order.

	 Finally, the Committee proposed an amendment of Pa.R.A.P. 904(b) to clarify that the 
caption in the notice of appeal must state all parties as they appeared on the record in the trial 
court at the time the appeal was taken.  This change was intended to aid the filing office of the 
appellate court in identifying the parties involved in an appeal and have the docket accurately 
reflect who is a participant.  In addition, the commentary of Pa.R.A.P. 904 was proposed to be 
amended to emphasize this requirement.

	 The Committee published the proposal for comment, See 54 Pa.B. 7110 (November 2, 
2024).  The Committee received no responses to publication.  As a result, the Committee made no 
further changes to the proposal.

		  *	 *	 *

The following commentary has been removed from Pa.R.A.P. 341:

The 1997 amendments to subdivisions (a) and (c), substituting the conjunction “and” for 
“or,” are not substantive.  The amendments merely clarify that by definition any order 
that disposes of all claims will dispose of all parties and any order that disposes of all par-
ties will dispose of all claims.

		  *	 *	 *

The amendments become effective on July 1, 2026.

Rule 341. Final Orders; Generally.

(a)	 General Rule.  Except as prescribed in subdivisions (d) and (e) [of this rule], 
an appeal may be taken as of right from any final order of a government unit 
or trial court.

(b) 	 Definition of Final Order.  A final order:

	 (1) 	 disposes of all claims and of all parties;

	 (2)	 (Rescinded);

	 (3)	 is entered as a final order pursuant to subdivision (c) [of 
this 	 rule]; or

	 (4) 	 is an order pursuant to subdivision (f) [of this rule].

(c) 	 Determination of Finality.  When more than one claim for relief is presented 
in an action, whether as a claim, counterclaim, cross-claim, or third-party 
claim, or when multiple parties are involved, the trial court or other govern-
ment unit may enter a final order as to one or more but fewer than all of the 
claims and parties only upon an express determination that an immediate 
appeal would facilitate resolution of the entire case.  Such an order becomes 
appealable when entered.  In the absence of such a determination and entry of 
a final order, any order or other form of decision that adjudicates fewer than all 
the claims and parties shall not constitute a final order.  In addition, the follow-
ing conditions shall apply:

(1) 	 An application for a determination of finality under subdivision (c) 
[must] shall be filed within 30 days of entry of the order.  During 
the time an application for a determination of finality is pending, the 
action is stayed.

(2) 	 Unless the trial court or other government unit acts on the applica-
tion within 30 days after it is filed, the trial court or other govern-
ment unit shall no longer consider the application and it shall be 
deemed denied.

(3) 	 A notice of appeal may be filed within 30 days after entry of an order 
as amended unless a shorter time period is provided in Pa.R.A.P. 
903(c).  Any denial of such an application is reviewable only through 
a petition for permission to appeal under Pa.R.A.P. 1311.

(d) 	 Superior Court and Commonwealth Court Orders.  Except as prescribed 
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by Pa.R.A.P. 1101, no appeal may be taken as of right from any final order of 
the Superior Court or of the Commonwealth Court.

(e) 	 Criminal Orders.  An appeal may be taken by the Commonwealth from any 
final order in a criminal matter only in the circumstances provided by law.

(f) 	 Post Conviction Relief Act Orders.

(1) 	 An order granting, denying, dismissing, or otherwise finally dispos-
ing of a petition for post-conviction collateral relief shall constitute a 
final order for purposes of appeal.

(2) 	 An order granting sentencing relief, but denying, dismissing, or 
otherwise disposing of all other claims within a petition for post-
conviction collateral relief, shall constitute a final order for purposes 
of appeal.

Comment:  Related Constitutional and statutory provisions—Section 9 of Article V of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania provides that “there shall be a right of appeal from a court of record 
or from an administrative agency to a court of record or to an appellate court.” The constitutional 
provision is implemented by 2 Pa.C.S. § 702, 2 Pa.C.S. § 752, and 42 Pa.C.S. § 5105.

	 Criminal law proceedings—Commonwealth appeals—Orders that do not dispose of the entire 
case that were formerly appealable by the Commonwealth in criminal cases under Pa.R.A.P. 341 
are appealable as interlocutory appeals as of right under Pa.R.A.P. 311(d).

	 Final orders—pre-and post-1992 practice—The 1992 amendment generally eliminated 
appeals as of right under Pa.R.A.P. 341 from orders that do not end the litigation as to all claims 
and as to all parties.  Prior to 1992, there were cases that deemed an order final if it had the practi-
cal effect of putting a party out of court, even if the order did not end the litigation as to all claims 
and all parties.

	 A party needs to file only a single notice of appeal to secure review of prior non-final 
orders that are made final by the entry of a final order.  See, e.g., K.H. v. J.R., 826 A.2d 863, 870-
71 (Pa. 2003) (notice of appeal following trial); Betz v. Pneumo Abex LLC, 44 A.3d 27, 54 (Pa. 
2012) (notice of appeal of summary judgment); Laster v. Unemployment Comp. Bd. of Rev., 80 A.3d 
831, 832 n.2 (Pa.Cmwlth. 2013) (petition for review of agency decision).  See also Pa.R.A.P. 904, 
cmt. at ¶ 2.

	 [Where] If, however, one or more orders resolves issues arising on more than one 
docket or relating to more than one judgment, separate notices of appeal must be filed. Malanchuk 
v. Tsimura, 137 A.3d 1283, 1288 (Pa. 2016) (“[C]omplete consolidation (or merger or fusion of 
actions) does not occur absent a complete identity of parties and claims; separate actions lack-
ing such overlap retain their separate identities and require distinct judgments”); Commonwealth 
v. C.M.K., 932 A.2d 111, 113 & n.3 (Pa. Super. 2007) (quashing appeal taken by single notice of 
appeal from order on remand for consideration under Pa.R.Crim.P. 607 of two persons’ judgments 
of sentence).  

	 [The 1997 amendments to subdivisions (a) and (c), substituting the conjunction 
“and” for “or,” are not substantive.  The amendments merely clarify that by definition any 
order that disposes of all claims will dispose of all parties and any order that disposes of all 
parties will dispose of all claims.]

	 Rescission of subdivision (b)(2)—Former subdivision (b)(2) provided for appeals of orders 
defined as final by statute.  The 2015 rescission of subdivision (b)(2) eliminated a potential waiver 
trap created by legislative use of the adjective “final” to describe orders that were procedurally 
interlocutory but nonetheless designated as appealable as of right.  Failure to appeal immediately 
an interlocutory order deemed final by statute waived the right to challenge the order on appeal 
from the final judgment.  Rescinding subdivision (b)(2) eliminated this potential waiver of the 
right to appeal.  If an order designated as appealable by a statute disposes of all claims and of all 
parties, it is appealable as a final order pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 341.  If the order does not meet that 
standard, then it is interlocutory regardless of the statutory description.  Pa.R.A.P. 311(a)(8) pro-
vides for appeal as of right from an order that is made final or appealable by statute or general rule, 
even though the order does not dispose of all claims or of all parties and, thus, is interlocutory.  
Pa.R.A.P. 311(g) addresses waiver if no appeal is taken immediately from such interlocutory order.

	 One of the further effects of the rescission of subdivision (b)(2) is to change the basis 
for appealability of orders that do not end the case but grant or deny a declaratory judgment.  
See Nationwide Mut. Ins. Co. v. Wickett, 763 A.2d 813, 818 (Pa. 2000); Pa. Bankers Ass’n v. Pa. Dep’t of 
Banking, 948 A.2d 790, 798 (Pa. 2008).  The effect of the rescission is to eliminate waiver for fail-
ure to take an immediate appeal from such an order.  A party aggrieved by an interlocutory order 
granting or denying a declaratory judgment, where the order satisfies the criteria for “finality” 
under Pennsylvania Bankers Association, may elect to proceed under Pa.R.A.P. 311(a)(8) or wait until 
the end of the case and proceed under subdivision (b)(1) of this rule.

	 An arbitration order appealable under 42 Pa.C.S. § 7320(a) may be interlocutory or final.  
If it disposes of all claims and all parties, it is final, and, thus, appealable pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 341.  
If the order does not dispose of all claims and all parties, that is, the order is not final, but rather 
interlocutory, it is appealable pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 311.  Failure to appeal an interlocutory order 
appealable as of right may result in waiver of objections to the order.  See Pa.R.A.P. 311(g).

	 Subdivision (c)—Determination of finality—Subdivision (c) permits an immediate appeal 
from an order dismissing less than all claims or parties from a case only upon an express determi-
nation that an immediate appeal would facilitate resolution of the entire case.  Factors to be con-
sidered under subdivision (c) include, but are not limited to:

(1) 	 whether there is a significant relationship between adjudicated and unadjudi-
cated claims;

(2) 	 whether there is a possibility that an appeal would be mooted by further devel-
opments;

(3) 	 whether there is a possibility that the court or government unit will consider 
issues a second time; and

(4) 	 whether an immediate appeal will enhance prospects of settlement.

	 The failure of a party to apply to the government unit or trial court for a determination 
of finality pursuant to subdivision (c) shall not constitute a waiver and the matter may be raised in 
a subsequent appeal following the entry of a final order disposing of all claims and all parties.

	 Where the government unit or trial court refuses to amend its order to include the 
express determination that an immediate appeal would facilitate resolution of the entire case and 
refuses to enter a final order, a petition for permission to appeal under Pa.R.A.P. 1311 of the unap-
pealable order of denial is the exclusive mode of review.  The filing of such a petition does not 
prevent the trial court or other government unit from proceeding further with the matter pursuant 
to Pa.R.A.P. 1701(b)(6).  Of course, as in any case, the appellant may apply for a discretionary stay 
of the proceeding below.

	 Subdivision (c)(2) provides for a stay of the action pending determination of an applica-
tion for a determination of finality.  If the application is denied, and a petition for permission to 
appeal is filed challenging the denial, a stay or supersedeas will issue only as provided under Chapter 
17 of these rules.

	 In the event that a trial court or other government unit enters a final order pursuant to 
subdivision (c) [of this rule], the trial court or other government unit may no longer proceed fur-
ther in the matter, except as provided in Pa.R.A.P. 1701(b)(1)-(b)(5).

	 Subdivision (f)—Post Conviction Relief Act Orders—A failure to timely file an appeal pursu-
ant to subdivision (f)(2) shall constitute a waiver of all objections to such an order.

	 Pa.R.A.P. 902 addresses whether separate notices of appeal are required to be filed where 
an order appealable under this rule is entered on more than one docket.

Rule 904. Content of the Notice of Appeal.

(a) 	 Form.  Except as otherwise prescribed by this rule, the notice of appeal shall 
be in substantially the following form:

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
OF __________ COUNTY

[Party A’s full name] _____________, Plaintiff(s):

v.

[Party B’s full name] _____________, Defendant(s):

						      Docket or File No. _____
						      Offense Tracking Number _____

NOTICE OF APPEAL

[Notice is hereby given that __________, defendant above named, hereby appeals to the 
(Supreme) (Superior) (Commonwealth) Court of Pennsylvania from the order entered in 
this matter on the ___ day of __________, 20__.  This order has been entered in the docket 
as evidenced by the attached copy of the docket entry.]

_______________ (name all parties taking the appeal) appeal to the (Superior) 
(Commonwealth) (Supreme) Court of Pennsylvania from the order entered on ___________ 
(state the date the order was entered).  This order has been entered upon the docket as evi-
denced by the attached copy of the docket entry.

					     (S)_____________________________________

					     ____________________________________
					     (Address and telephone number)

					     ____________________________________
							       (Email address)

(b)	 Caption.

(1) 	 General Rule.  [The parties shall be stated in the caption as 
they appeared on the record of the trial court at the time the 
appeal was taken.] The caption of the notice of appeal shall set 
forth all parties appearing on the record in the trial court on 
the date the appeal is taken.

(2) 	 Appeal of Custody Action.  In an appeal of a custody action where 
the trial court has used the full name of the parties in the caption, 
upon application of a party and for cause shown, an appellate court 
may exercise its discretion to use the initials of the parties in the 
caption based upon the sensitive nature of the facts included in the 
case record and the best interest of the child.
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(c) 	 Request for Transcript.  The request for transcript contemplated 
by Pa.R.A.P. 1911 or a statement signed by counsel that either there is no 
verbatim record of the proceedings or the complete transcript has been lodged 
of record shall accompany the notice of appeal, but the absence of or defect in 
the request for transcript shall not affect the validity of the appeal.

(d) 	 Docket Entry.  The notice of appeal shall include a statement that the order 
appealed from has been entered on the docket.  A copy of the docket entry 
showing the entry of the order appealed from shall be attached to the notice of 
appeal.

(e) 	 Content in Criminal Cases.  If the Commonwealth takes an appeal pursuant 
to Pa.R.A.P. 311(d), the notice of appeal shall include a certification by counsel 
that the order will terminate or substantially handicap the prosecution.

(f) 	 Content in Children’s Fast Track Appeals.  In a children›s fast track appeal, 
the notice of appeal shall include a statement advising the appellate court that 
the appeal is a children’s fast track appeal.

(g)	 Content in Orphans’ Court Appeals. In an orphans› court appeal, the notice 
of appeal shall include a statement advising the appellate court that the appeal 
is an orphans› court appeal.

(h) 	 Completely Consolidated Civil Cases.  In an appeal of completely 
consolidated civil cases where only one notice of appeal is filed, a copy of the 
consolidation order shall be attached to the notice of appeal.

Comment:  The Offense Tracking Number (OTN) is required only in an appeal in a criminal 
proceeding.  It enables the Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts to collect and forward 
to the Pennsylvania State Police information pertaining to the disposition of all criminal cases as 
provided by the Criminal History Record Information Act, 18 Pa.C.S. §§ 9101 et seq.

	 A final order pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 341(b)(1) encompasses all prior non-final 
orders for purposes of appeal.  Therefore, a party need not list any prior non-final order in 
the notice of appeal.  See Pa.R.A.P. 341, cmt. ¶ 4.

	 The notice of appeal must include a statement that the order appealed from has been 
entered on the docket.  Because generally a separate notice of appeal must be filed on each docket 
on which an appealable order is entered so as to appeal from that order, see Pa.R.A.P. 902(a), the 
appellant is required to attach to the notice of appeal a copy of the docket entry showing the entry 
of the order appealed from on that docket.  The appellant does not need to certify that the order 
has been reduced to judgment.  This omission does not eliminate the requirement of reducing an 
order to judgment before there is a final appealable order where required by applicable practice or 
case law.

	 Subdivision (b)(1) emphasizes the necessity for the caption to set forth all parties 
who appear on the record in the trial court on the date an appeal is taken in order to aid 
the appellate court in accurately identifying the parties in the appeal.  A party shall not use 
“et al.” in a caption.  Subdivision (b)(2) provides the authority for an appellate court to initialize 
captions in custody appeals.  See also Pa.R.Civ.P. 1915.10.

	 Information regarding the appropriate appellate court to which an appeal should 
be taken can be found on the website of the Unified Judicial System at https://www.
pacourts.us/learn.

	 With respect to subdivision (e), in Commonwealth v. Dugger, 486 A.2d 382, 386 (Pa. 
1985), the Supreme Court held that the Commonwealth’s certification that an order will terminate 
or substantially handicap the prosecution is not subject to review as a prerequisite to the Superior 
Court’s review of the merits of the appeal.  The principle in Dugger has been incorporated in 
and superseded by Pa.R.A.P. 311(d).  Commonwealth v. Dixon, 907 A.2d 468, 471 n.8 (Pa. 2006).  
Thus, the need for a detailed analysis of the effect of the order, formerly necessarily a part of the 
Commonwealth’s appellate brief, has been eliminated.

	 A party filing a cross-appeal should identify it as a cross-appeal in the notice of 
appeal to assure that the prothonotary will process the cross-appeal with the initial appeal.  
See also Pa.R.A.P. 2113, 2136, and 2185 regarding briefs in cross-appeals and Pa.R.A.P. 
2322 regarding oral argument in multiple appeals.

	 See Pa.R.A.P. 342 for the orders that may be appealed as of right in orphans’ court mat-
ters.

	 A party appealing completely consolidated civil cases using one notice of appeal 
must attach a copy of the consolidation order to the notice of appeal to assure the applicability 
of Pa.R.A.P. 902.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2002

See Comment following Pa.R.A.P., Rule 511.
___________________________________

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:						      NO. 264

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS APPROVED		 DISCIPLINARY
AS DEPOSITORIES FOR FIDUCIARY		  RULES DOCKET
ACCOUNTS

ORDER

PER CURIAM
	 AND NOW, this 10th day of November 2025, it is hereby Ordered that the 
financial institutions named on the attached list are approved as depositories for fiduciary 
accounts in accordance with Pa.R.D.E. 221. 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS APPROVED AS DEPOSITORIES OF TRUST 
ACCOUNTS OF ATTORNEYS

 
Bank Code 	 A. 
 
595 	 Abacus Federal Savings Bank

2 	 ACNB Bank
613	 Allegent Community Federal Credit Union
375	 Altoona First Savings Bank 
376	 Ambler Savings Bank 
532 	 AMERICAN BANK (PA) 
680 	 American Heritage FCU
615 	 Americhoice Federal Credit Union 
116 	 AMERISERV FINANCIAL 
648 	 Andover Bank (The)
377	 Apollo Trust Company 
 
Bank Code 	 B. 
 
558 	 Bancorp Bank (The) 
485 	 Bank of America, NA 
662		  BANK OF BIRD-IN-HAND
415 	 Bank of Landisburg (The)
596	 Bank of Princeton (The)
664	 BankUnited, NA
501 	 BELCO Community Credit Union
673	 BENCHMARK FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
652 	 Berkshire Bank
663	 BHCU
679	 BMO Bank, NA 
    5 	 BNY Mellon, NA 
392 	 Brentwood Bank 
495 	 Brown Brothers Harriman Trust Co., NA 

Bank Code 	 C. 
 
654 	 CACL Federal Credit Union 
618 	 Capital Bank, NA
681 	 CENTRAL PENN BANK & TRUST
675	 CENTRE 1ST BANK, A DIVISION OF OLD DOMINION NATIONAL BANK 
394 	 CFS BANK 
623 	 Chemung Canal Trust Company 
599 	 Citibank, NA 
238 	 Citizens & Northern Bank 
561 	 Citizens Bank, NA 
206 	 Citizens Savings Bank 
576 	 Clarion County Community Bank
 591 	 Clearview Federal Credit Union 
  23 	 CNB Bank 
223 	 Commercial Bank & Trust of PA 
  21 	 Community Bank (PA) 
371 	 Community Bank, NA (NY) 
132 	 Community State Bank of Orbisonia 
380 	 County Savings Bank 
536 	 Customers Bank 
 
Bank Code 	 D.  
 
339 	 Dime Bank (The) 
  27 	 Dollar Bank, FSB 
 
Bank Code 	 E. 
 
500 	 Elderton State Bank 
567 	 Embassy Bank for the Lehigh Valley 
541	 Enterprise Bank  
  28 	 Ephrata National Bank  
601 	 Esquire Bank, NA 
340 	 ESSA Bank & Trust 
 
Bank Code 	 F. 
 
629 	 1st Colonial Community Bank 
158 	 1st Summit Bank 
  31 	 F&M Trust Company – Chambersburg
658 	 Farmers National Bank of Canfield
  34 	 Fidelity Deposit & Discount Bank (The) 
583 	 Fifth Third Bank 
661	 First American Trust, FSB
643	 First Bank
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174 	 First Citizens Community Bank
539 	 First Commonwealth Bank
504	 First Federal S & L Association of Greene County 
525 	 First Heritage Federal Credit Union 
  42 	 First Keystone Community Bank 
  51 	 First National Bank & Trust Company of 
 	 Newtown (The)  
  48 	 First National Bank of Pennsylvania 
426 	 First Northern Bank & Trust Company 
604 	        First Priority Bank, a division of Mid Penn Bank
592 	 FIRST RESOURCE BANK 
657 	 First United Bank & Trust 
408 	 First United National Bank 
151 	 Firstrust Savings Bank 
416 	 Fleetwood Bank
291 	 Fox Chase Bank  
241 	 Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union 
  58 	 Fulton Bank, NA 
 
Bank Code 	 G. 
 
499 	 Gratz Bank (The) 
498 	 Greenville Savings Bank 
 
Bank Code 	 H. 
 
244 	 Hamlin Bank & Trust Company 
362	 Harleysville Bank 
363	 Hatboro Federal Savings 
463 	 Haverford Trust Company (The)  
678	 HINGHAM INSTITUTION FOR SAVINGS
606 	 Hometown Bank of Pennsylvania 
  68 	 Honesdale National Bank (The) 
605 	 Huntington National Bank (The) 
608 	 Hyperion Bank 
 
Bank Code 	 I. 
 
669	 Industrial Bank
365 	 InFirst Bank 
668	 Inspire FCU
557 	 Investment Savings Bank 
526 	 Iron Workers Savings Bank 

Bank Code 	 J. 

127 	 Jim Thorpe Neighborhood Bank 
488 	 Jonestown Bank & Trust Company
191	 Journey Bank
659 	 JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA 
  72 	 JUNIATA VALLEY BANK (THE) 

Bank Code 	 K. 

651 	 KeyBank NA 
414 	 Kish Bank  
 
Bank Code 	 L. 

Bank Code 	 M. 

361	 M&T Bank
510	 Marion Center Bank  
387	 Marquette Savings Bank 
367	 Mauch Chunk Trust Company 
511	 MCS (Mifflin County Savings) Bank 
641	 Members 1st Federal Credit Union 
555	 Mercer County State Bank 
192	 Merchants Bank of Bangor
671	 Merchants Bank of Indiana 
610	 MERIDIAN BANK 
294	 Mid Penn Bank
677	 Middletown Valley Bank	  
457	 Milton Savings Bank 

Bank Code 	 N. 
 
433 	 National Bank of Malvern
168 	 NBT Bank, NA 
347 	 Neffs National Bank (The) 
434 	 NEW TRIPOLI BANK 
  15 	 NexTier Bank, NA 
666	 Northern Trust Co. 
  93 	 Northwest Bank 

Bank Code 	 O. 
 
653 	 OceanFirst Bank 

489 	 OMEGA Federal Credit Union 
  94 	 Orrstown Bank 

Bank Code 	 P. 
 
598 	 PARKE BANK 
  40 	 Penn Community Bank 
540 	 PennCrest Bank 
419 	 Pennian Bank 
447 	 Peoples Security Bank & Trust Company 
556 	 Philadelphia Federal Credit Union
448 	 Phoenixville Federal Bank & Trust
665	 Pinnacle Bank 
  79 	 PNC Bank, NA 
449 	 Port Richmond Savings
354	 Presence Bank 
451 	 Progressive-Home Federal Savings & Loan
 	 Association
637 	 Provident Bank 
491 	 PS Bank 

Bank Code 	 Q. 
 
107 	 QNB Bank 
560 	 Quaint Oak Bank 
 
Bank Code 	 R. 

452 	 Reliance Savings Bank 

Bank Code 	 S. 
 
153 	 S & T Bank 
316 	 Santander Bank, NA 
460	 Second Federal S & L Association of 
	 Philadelphia 
646 	 Service 1st Federal Credit Union 
458	 Sharon Bank 
462 	 Slovenian Savings & Loan Association of 
 	 Franklin-Conemaugh 
486 	 SOMERSET TRUST COMPANY 
633 	 SSB Bank 

Bank Code 	 T. 

638 	 3Hill Credit Union
143 	 TD Bank, NA 
656	 Tioga Franklin Savings Bank 
182 	 Tompkins Community Bank
660	 Top Tier FCU 
609 	 Tristate Capital Bank
672	 Truist Bank
640 	 TruMark Financial Credit Union 
467 	 Turbotville National Bank (The) 
 
Bank Code 	 U. 
 
483 	 UNB Bank 
481 	 Union Building and Loan Savings Bank
634 	 United Bank, Inc. 
472 	 United Bank of Philadelphia 
475 	 United Savings Bank 
600 	 Unity Bank 
232 	 Univest Bank & Trust Co. 

Bank Code 	 V. 
 
611 	 Victory Bank (The)

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS WHO HAVE FILED AGREEMENTS TO BE APPROVED
AS A DEPOSITORY OF TRUST ACCOUNTS AND TO PROVIDE DISHONORED 

CHECK REPORTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH RULE 221, Pa.R.D.E.
New 
681 Central Penn Bank & Trust

Name Change
Platinum Leader Change
681 Central Penn Bank & Trust (add designation)
Correction

Merger/Acquisition
276 Mifflinburg Bank & Trust Company (merged to create 681 Central Penn Bank & Trust)
439 Northumberland National Bank (merged to create 681 Central Penn Bank & Trust)
122 Susquehanna Community Bank (acquired by 238 Citizens & Northern Bank)

Removal
647 Forbright Bank (removed by request)
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____________________________________________________
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY
_________________________________

No.  13 of 2025

President Judge Administrative Order
_____________________________________________________________________________

In re: 		  ELECTION DAY JUDICIAL ASSIGNMENTS
                         General Election - thursday, december 18, 2025

ORDER

	 AND NOW, this 17th day of October, 2025, upon consideration of the November 4, 
2025, General Election, the following Election Court assignments are made, which shall supersede 
other assignments during the scheduled Election Court hours only.

I. ELECTION COURT ASSIGNMENT

The Justice Juania Kidd Stout Center for Criminal Justice, Courtroom 1107 will be the central 
location for Election Court. 
Election Court will convene at 7:00 AM and will remain open continuously until 10:00 PM. Parties 
shall present themselves to Courtroom 1107 for all election matters.

Judges assigned to the Election Court shall have jurisdiction over all election matters and as provided 
in 25 P.S. § 3046 below:

[S]hall act as a committing magistrate for any violation of the election laws; shal-
lelection; shall issue process, if necessary, to enforce and secure compliance with 
the election laws; and shall decide such other matters pertaining to the election 
as may be necessary to carry out the intent of this act. 25 P.S. § 3046.

When an individual is seeking a judicial order to vote, the court shall, inform the individual of the 
provisional ballot process set forth in 25 P.S. § 3050. Section 3050 provides, inter alia:

At all elections an individual who claims to be properly registered and eligible 
to vote at the election district but whose name does not appear on the district 
register and whose registration cannot be determined by the inspectors of elec-
tion or the county election board shall be permitted to cast a provisional ballot. 
25 P.S. § 3050(a.4)(1).

Prior to voting the provisional ballot, the elector shall be required to execute an affidavit which must 
be signed by the voter, the Judge of Elections and minority inspector. See 25 P.S. § 3050(a.4)(2).

After the provisional ballot has been cast, the individual shall place it in a secrecy 
envelope. The individual shall place the secrecy envelope in the provisional bal-
lot envelope and shall place his signature on the front of the provisional ballot 
envelope. 25 P.S. § 3050(a.4)(3).

A judge who is not assigned to Election Court shall not take any action with respect to any election 
matter, unless prior approval is obtained from the President Judge. 

The following Judges are assigned:
Judge						      Courtroom    	              
7 AM to 12:00 PM 	Judge Lillian Harris Ransom		  1107 Stout Center
12:00 PM to 5 PM 	Judge Elvin Ross			   1107 Stout Center
5 PM to 10:00 PM	 Judge Zachary Shaffer		  1107 Stout Center

	       	
II.	 STANDBY ASSIGNMENTS

Should the designated Judge be unavailable, the President Judge will designate an alternative Judge 
to preside in Election Court. 

III.	 SCHEDULING AND HEARING PROTOCOL

The following Protocol shall be followed when a hearing is requested:

1)  The assigned Judges and other necessary personnel (Court Clerk, Court Crier, Court 
Reporter, Sheriff) shall be present in-person in the assigned Courtrooms between 7:00 AM 
and 10:00 PM.

2)  Unless the assigned Judge directs otherwise, counsel must appear in-person. Witnesses are 
encouraged to testify through Zoom. 

3)  No cameras or recording devices are permitted in the Courtrooms.

4)  All requests for hearings must be communicated to the Office of Judicial Records (“OJR”). 
OJR personnel shall be stationed in Courtroom  of the Stout Center from 7:00 AM until 
10:00 PM and shall direct the parties to the appropriate Courtroom upon confirming the 
availability of all parties in interest. Parties who are to participate through Zoom shall be pro-
vided the Zoom link by the Court.  

1)  The assigned Judge may proceed with the hearing by taking testimony and may require 
the filing of written pleadings, as necessary.

2)  The public shall be permitted to attend election hearings in the courtroom where hearings 
are being held.

3)  Judicial proceedings cannot be recorded, transmitted or broadcast by anyone. The parties 
are specifically informed that:

It is unlawful and a criminal offense to record, transmit or broadcast video, 
audio or photograph of any judicial proceeding and violators may be found 
to be in contempt of court and may be criminally charged with a misde-
meanor punishable by imprisonment of up to two years for a first offense. 
See Pa.R.J.A 1910, Pa.R.Crim.P. 112 and 18 Pa.C.S. § 5103.1.

IV.	  ELECTION BOARD PETITIONS

Petitions to Fill Vacancies in Election Boards (Judge of Election, Majority Inspector, Minority Inspector) 
must be electronically filed no later than 3:00 p.m. on October 21, 2025, through the Court’s elec-
tronic filing website at: www.courts.phila.gov pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 205.4 and Philadelphia 
Civil Rule *205.4. Assistance with electronic filing shall be provided through the Office of Judicial 
Records (formerly “Prothonotary”), which may be reached by calling (215) 686-6652, or by emailing 
ojrcivil@courts.phila.gov. 

The Petitioner shall serve the City Commissioners and the Democratic and/or Republican City 
Committees, as applicable, as provided in the Order to Show Cause.

Hearings on the Petitions to Fill Vacancies in Election Boards shall be held at 9:00 am on October 27, 
2025 in Courtroom 676 City Hall. Unless terminated earlier as provided by law, the term of office 
of any person appointed to fill a vacancy on the Election Board shall continue for the remainder of 
the vacancy. 

V. 	 APPEALS FROM BOARD OF ELECTION DECISIONS ON CHALLENGES 
TO ABSENTEE AND MAIL-IN BALLOTS. POST-ELECTION MATTERS

Decisions of the Board of Elections on challenges to absentee and mail-in ballots and post-election 
matters shall be heard by Court of Common Pleas Judges specifically assigned by the President 
Judge, as necessary.  

*This Election Schedule is available on the First Judicial District Website at:
http://www.courts.phila.gov.

	 BY THE COURT:
	 /s/ Nina Wright Padilla 
	 __________________________________________					  
	 Nina Wright Padilla, President Judge
	 Court of Common Pleas

___________________________________________
IN THE COURT COMMON PLEAS OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
TRIAL DIVISION – CIVIL

Administrative Docket No. 12 of 2025

In re: Commerce Case Management 
Program

AND NOW, this 10th day of October, 2025, it is hereby ORDERED and 
DECREED that the following protocols shall apply to all civil cases within the Commerce Case 
Management Program on or after January 1, 2026:

Commerce Case Management 
Program: 

Procedure for Disposition of Commerce Program Cases

A.	 Organization

1.	 Judges. The Administrative Judge may appoint as many as four judges to the 
Commerce Program, one of whom shall be designated to serve as “Supervising Judge” of the Com-
merce Program. The number of Commerce Program Judges may be adjusted from time to time by 
the Administrative Judge consistent with the caseload of the Program.

2.	 Filings & Listings. Upon consultation with the Administrative Judge, the 
Supervising Judge of the Commerce Program shall establish procedures for maintenance of filings 
and listings in actions assigned to the Commerce Program with the goal of ease of access by the 
Commerce Program Judges and their staff, the parties, and the public.

A.	 Assignment of Cases Subject to Commerce Program

3.	 Cases Subject to Commerce Program. Notwithstanding anything to the con-
trary in any General Court Regulation, and except as otherwise provided below in subsection 2, 
Jury, Non-Jury & Equity, and Class Action cases shall be assigned to the Commerce Program if 
they are among the following types of actions:

a.	 Actions relating to the internal affairs or governance, dissolution 
or liquidation, rights or obligations between or among owners (shareholders, 
partners, members), or liability or indemnity of managers (officers, directors, 
managers, trustees, or members or partners functioning as managers) of busi-
ness corporations, partnerships, limited partnerships, limited liability companies 
or partnerships, professional associations, business trusts, joint ventures or other 
business enterprises, including but not limited to any actions involving inter-
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pretation of the rights or obligations under the organic law (e.g., Pa. Business 
Corporation Law), articles of incorporation, by-laws or agreements governing 
such enterprises;

b.	 Disputes between or among two or more business enterprises relat-
ing to transactions, business relationships or contracts between or among the 
business enterprises. Examples of such transactions, relationships and contracts 
include:

(1)	 Uniform Commercial Code transactions;

(2)	 Purchases or sales of businesses or the assets of businesses;

(3)	 Sales of goods or services by or to business enterprises, including 
mechanic’s lien actions;

(4)	 Non-consumer bank or brokerage accounts, including loan, deposit 
cash management and investment accounts;

(5)	 Surety bonds;

(6)	 Purchases or sales or leases of, or security interests in, commercial  
real or personal property, including commercial leases and judgments confessed 
thereon; 

(7)	 Franchisor/franchisee relationships; and

c.	 Commercial loans and mortgages, including judgment confessed 
thereon.Actions relating to trade secret or non-compete agreements;

d.	 “Business torts,” such as claims of unfair competition, or interference 
with contractual relations or prospective contractual relations, or claims of 
professional negligence or malpractice between or among two or more business 
enterprises (see 2(g), supra);

e.	 Actions relating to intellectual property disputes;

f.	 Actions relating to securities, or relating to or arising under the Penn-
sylvania Securities Act;

g.	 Derivative actions and class actions based on claims otherwise falling 
within these ten types, such as shareholder class actions;

h.	 Declaratory judgment actions brought by insurers, and coverage 
dispute and bad faith claims brought by insureds where the dispute arises from 
a business or commercial insurance policy, such as a Comprehensive General 
Liability policy, and;

i.	 Third-party indemnification claims against insurance companies 
where the subject insurance policy is a business or commercial policy and where 
the underlying dispute would otherwise be assigned to the Commerce Program;

j.	 Petition or summary actions involving dissolution, winding up of 
business affairs, appointment of a receiver, conservator, or sequestrator for a 
business or a commercial real property, or other corporate, partnership or com-
pany affairs; and

k.	 Such other matters as the Court shall determine.

All of the above types of actions may involve individuals named as parties, so long as 
all other criteria are met and the essential nature of the litigation is a commercial dispute.  For 
example, a dispute over a commercial loan may include individual guarantors as either plaintiffs or 
defendants but such a lawsuit would still be a commercial dispute.

4.	 Cases Not Subject to the Commerce Program. The following types of matters 
are not to be included in the Commerce Program:

a.	 Matters subject to Compulsory Arbitration in this Court or to the 
jurisdiction of the Municipal Court, including any appeals.

b.	 Personal injury, survival, or wrongful death matters.

c.	 Individual consumer claims against businesses or insurers, including 
products liability and personal injury cases.

d.	 Matters involving occupational health or safety.

e.	 Environmental claims not involved in the sale or disposition of a busi-
ness and other than those addressed in Commerce Program types 1(b)(2), (b)(6,) 
(h) or (i) above.

f.	 Matters in eminent domain.

g.	 Malpractice claims, other than those brought by business enterprises 
against attorneys, accountants, architects or other professionals in connection 
with the rendering of professional services to the business enterprise (see 1(d), 
infra).

h.	 Employment law cases, other than those referenced in Commerce 
Program type 1(c) above.

i.	 Administrative agency, tax, zoning and other appeals.

j.	 Petition Actions in the nature of Change of Name, Mental Health Act, 
Appointment of an Arbitrator (unless for a dispute between or among two or 
more business enterprises), Government Election Matters, Leave to Issue Sub-
poena (unless for a dispute between or among two or more business enterprises), 
or to Compel Medical Examination.

k.	 Individual, residential real estate and non-commercial landlord-tenant 
disputes.

l.	 Domestic relations matters, and actions relating to distribution of 
marital property, custody or support.

m.	 Any matter required by statute, including 20 Pa. C.S. Chapter 7, §§ 
711 & 713, to be heard in the Orphans’ Court or Family Court Division of the 
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas, or other matter which has heretofore 
been within the jurisdiction of the Orphans’ Court or Family Court Division 
of this Court.

n.	 Any criminal matter other than criminal contempt in connection with 
a Commerce Program action.

o.	 Such other matters as the Court shall determine.

5.	 Assignments to Commerce Program. When submitting the initial filing elec-
tronically, the party commencing an action that meets the criteria for the Commerce Program shall 
choose “Commerce” as the Program type. The court’s electronic filing system will automatically 
generate a “Commerce Program Addendum” and the filing party must check the boxes adjacent to 
the applicable type or types of action which result in the matter being assigned to the Commerce 
Program. A copy of the Civil Cover Sheet generated by the electronic system, including any Com-
merce Program Addendum, shall be served with the original process served on all parties.

All actions designated into the Commerce Program pursuant to the Commerce Program 
Addendum are hereby assigned to the Commerce Program and to the individual calendar of one 
of the Commerce Program Judges, according to a random procedure established by the Adminis-
trative Judge or the designee of the Administrative Judge. This assignment shall be noted on the 
Docket.  All further filings in the matter shall state prominently in the caption and on any cover 
sheets that the matter is assigned to the “COMMERCE PROGRAM.”

6.	 Disputes Arising From the Civil Cover Sheet Designation. If any party dis-
agrees with the designation or lack of designation of a case into the Commerce Program, that 
party shall file and serve on all parties a Notice of Management Program Dispute, not exceeding 
three pages in length, as soon as practical. A copy of the Complaint or other filing commencing the 
litigation shall be attached to the Notice of Management Program Dispute. Any party opposing the 
Notice of Management Program Dispute may, but need not, submit a response thereto not exceed-
ing three pages in length within seven days of service of the Notice. The management program 
dispute will be resolved by the Supervising Judge of the Commerce Program.

If a Notice of Management Program Dispute is filed, a copy of that Notice shall be ref-
erenced in all motions and responses to motions filed by any party pending the resolution of the 
management program dispute.

The Court on its own initiative may transfer cases into and out of the Commerce Pro-
gram and may coordinate related cases before the same Judge when the Court deems appropriate.

A.	 Commencement of Action

All subject actions shall be commenced as provided in Pa. R.C.P. No. 1007.  Philadel-
phia Civil Rule *205.2(b) shall be followed. As noted above, in all cases, not just those designated 
into the Commerce Program, a copy of the Civil Cover Sheet, including any Commerce Program 
Addendum, shall be served with original process on all parties.

All jury demands shall be perfected in accordance with Pa. R.C.P. No. 1007.1 and Phila. 
Civ. R. *1007.1.

A party seeking emergency relief immediately upon commencing an action subject to 
the Commerce Program shall follow the procedure set forth in part D.6. below (Rules to Show 
Cause and Emergency Motions and Petitions).

A.	 Case Management Procedures

7.	 Authority Over Commerce Program Status: When there is a dispute as to 
whether the case is properly assigned to the Commerce Program, the decision will be made by 
the Supervising Judge of the Commerce Program. If the Commerce Staff Attorney conducting a 
case management conference or any party objects to the Commerce Program assignment, the Staff 
Attorney will forward the dispute to the Supervising Judge of the Commerce Program.

8.	 Alternative Procedures Available: The assigned Commerce Program Judge, in 
his/her discretion may, upon application of any party or upon his/her own initiative, modify these 
case management procedures. Requests for changes in these procedures will be made by filing a 
Motion for Extraordinary Relief (which Motion calls for a ten-day response time).

9.	 The Case Management Conference: Typically, notice of a Case Management 
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Conference (“CMC”) will be sent to counsel and unrepresented parties sixty days after the action 
is commenced and scheduling the CMC for approximately ninety days after commencement.  In 
certain circumstances, the CMC may be scheduled by the assigned Commerce Program Judge.

a.	 Presiding Officer: Unless otherwise ordered, the CMC shall be conducted in-
person by a Commerce Staff Attorney designated by the Court and acting on 
behalf of the assigned Commerce Program Judge.

b.	 Pre-Conference Submissions and Exchanges:

(1)	 Initial Disclosures:  Unless stayed by order of Court, discov-
ery should begin promptly upon commencement of an action.  At least 
thirty days prior to the CMC, all parties must provide each other party 
(i) a list of persons likely to have discoverable information about the 
disputed issues in the pleadings, (ii)  a copy of documents that each 
party may use to support its claims or defenses, and (iii) available dates 
for a pre-conference meet-and-confer, which shall be in-person or 
by on-camera video conference.  In the case of voluminous records, 
a party may provide a description of the type and location of all such 
information.

(2)	 Joint Conference Memo:  At least ten days prior to the con-
ference, all parties must attend a meet-and-confer either in-person 
or by on-camera video conference.  During the meet-and-confer, the 
parties shall complete a joint conference memorandum wherein each 
party shall provide a brief factual description of its claims or defenses, 
describe the discovery that has been completed as of that date, and 
include a proposed scheduling order that shall list proposed deadlines 
for discovery, expert reports, pretrial motions, and when a settlement 
conference including client representatives should be scheduled after 
the close of discovery.  The proposed deadlines should be chosen to fit 
within an expedited, standard, or complex track as described in Para-
graph D.4. below.  The parties should list five or more judges pro tem-
pore the parties jointly agree the assigned Commerce Program Judge 
may randomly assign to conduct a settlement conference; otherwise, 
the Commerce Program Judge may assign any judge pro tempore at 
random.  Further, the parties should discuss any anticipated problems 
with the exchange of electronically stored information (“ESI”) and 
attempt to agree on a protocol to address any anticipated difficulties.  If 
the parties fail to reach agreement on any matter to be included in the 
Joint Conference Memo, the respective parties shall state their posi-
tions without argument.  

c.	 Issues to be Addressed: The following subjects, along with other appropriate 
topics, such as service of process, jurisdiction, venue, pleadings, discovery, pos-
sible joinder of additional parties, theories of liability, damages claimed, and 
applicable defenses (see also Pa. R. Civ. P. No. 213.3), will be discussed.

(1)	 Means for Early Disposition

a.	 Timing and potential forms of Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution (ADR). 

b.	 Scheduling pre-discovery dispositive motions.

c.	 Scheduling limited-issue discovery in aid of any 
early settlement conference and/or any early dispositive 
motions.  The Commerce Staff Attorney will advise coun-
sel of the assigned Commerce Program Judge’s day for 
hearing discovery disputes.

(2)	 Schedules and Deadlines

a.	 Assignment to a Case Management Track and 
issuance of a Case Management Order (“CMO”), which 
will set forth a target trial date, deemed the earliest trial 
date pursuant to Pa. R. Civ. P. No. 212.1.

b.	 A discovery plan and schedule based on the CMO 
date for the completion of discovery.

c.	 Anticipated areas of expert testimony, timing for 
identification of experts, responses to expert discovery, 
exchange of expert reports as set forth in the CMO.

(3)	 The Court encourages trial counsel to assign court presentations to 
less-experienced attorneys, particularly where the less-experienced 
attorney is more familiar with the matter at hand.  

(4)	 Potential Use of a Commerce Program Judge Pro Tempore 
(“JPT”)

a.	 On stipulation of all parties or if the court deems 
appropriate, for supervision of discovery.

b.	 For settlement or mediation at all stages of the 
case.

Note:  Use of a JPT for purposes of discovery or mediation will not affect the deadlines 
set forth in the CMO and will not result in a stay, unless the assigned Commerce Program Judge 
grants a Motion to Stay or a Motion for Extraordinary Relief extending the deadlines in the 
CMO. The Commerce Program Judge may establish informal procedures to achieve expeditious 
resolution of discovery disputes and other non-dispositive issues. Prior to the CMC, it shall be the 
obligation of the parties to confer concerning all of the above matters, for the purposes of reaching 
agreements.

10.	 Case Management Order:

After the CMC, Commerce staff shall issue a Case Management Order (“CMO”) set-
ting forth projected dates for a Settlement Conference and for a Pretrial Conference (with Pretrial 
Statements typically to be filed in advance), and for Trial.  The CMO will also address cut-off dates 
for completion of discovery, for the service of expert reports, and for the filing of motions.

Based upon the nature and complexity of the case, the Commerce Staff Attorney with 
input from the parties at the CMC shall assign the case to a track. The Commerce Program shall 
typically employ the following management tracks: Commerce Expedited (Target Trial Date within 
13 months of filing) and Commerce Standard (Target Trial Date within 18 months of filing).  
Complicated cases should be designated Commerce Complex (Target Trial Date within two years 
of filing). In the latter instance, the Commerce Program Judge may schedule status conferences at 
appropriate intervals.

The Commerce Expedited Track shall apply to matters in which minimal discovery is 
needed and legal issues are anticipated to be routine.  Examples of such actions, in the absence 
of complicating factors, are actions relating to commercial loans, and simple contract, UCC and 
commercial foreclosure matters. Other matters should presumptively be designated Commerce 
Standard.  Actions in which preliminary injunctive relief is sought may be appropriate for any of the 
tracks, depending upon the circumstances.  Commercial non-jury petition actions may be assigned 
to the Commerce Program and may be given a management track even shorter than Expedited by 
the Commerce Program Judge, if appropriate.

11.	 Commerce Court Motions.

a.	 Motion Practice and Discovery Motions.

The Commerce Program Judge to whom the action is assigned will hear all pretrial 
motions, including discovery motions, except that, to the extent scheduling or other concerns so 
require, a Commerce Program Judge may make arrangements for certain discovery and other 
pretrial motions to be heard by another Commerce Program Judge. All motions shall be elec-
tronically filed. Procedures of the Discovery Court should generally be followed.  Prior to filing 
a Discovery Motion, the parties should meet and confer, in person or by on-camera video confer-
ence, to attempt to resolve the motion or narrow the issues involved.  The Movant shall describe 
the conference, or the attempt to confer, in the Attorney Certification of Good Faith. “General 
Objections” or boilerplate objections incorporated into each discovery answer are not permissible 
and will not be given effect by the Court. In some instances, the Commerce Program Judge may 
direct further briefing of complex discovery motions. Any Notice of Management Program Dis-
pute that is pending or is being filed contemporaneously with the motion filing, should be noted 
in the motion. Oral argument is at the discretion of the assigned Commerce Program Judge and 
may be in-person.

A Commerce Program Discovery List for each Commerce Program Judge shall be 
established so that discovery matters ordinarily will be heard by that Judge on a particular day of 
the week. Each Judge may also schedule argument or hearings on non-discovery motions on his/
her discovery day, or at such other times as the Court deems appropriate.

b.	 Motions for Extraordinary Relief.

A Motion for Extraordinary Relief must be filed whenever a party seeks an extension, 
advancement, or other alteration of a deadline imposed by a Case Management Order. Any party 
may seek relief from the time requirements by filing the Motion for Extraordinary Relief. This 
Motion must be electronically filed prior to the deadline that the party is seeking to change. Any 
adverse party has ten days after the filing of the motion to file a response.

The Motion for Extraordinary Relief will be ruled on by the Commerce Program Judge 
assigned to the case. The party filing the Motion must include a proposed order that sets forth 
the extension requested in thirty day or monthly increments, as well as a copy of the current Case 
Management Order.

Counsel’s agreement to extend deadlines within a Case Management Order is not a 
recognized basis for an extension. A movant must demonstrate extraordinary and unforeseeable 
circumstances justifying the deadline extension request. Requests for extensions of Court ordered 
deadlines should be utilized only as a last resort and with compelling reasons “for cause” offered 
in support thereof.

12.	 Rules to Show Cause and Emergency Motions and Petitions. Requests for rules 
to show cause in cases assigned to the Commerce Program shall be electronically filed. Upon 
acceptance of the filing, Civil Administration will forward it to the assigned Commerce Program 
Judge for consideration.

Unless there is a dispute as to Commerce Program applicability, emergency motions or 
petitions in a newly filed action presented in a matter appropriate for assignment to the Commerce 
Program shall be referred to a Commerce Program Judge for disposition. If there is any dispute 
regarding Commerce Program applicability, that dispute shall be referred to the Supervising Judge 
for the Commerce Program.

If the assigned Commerce Program Judge is unavailable, an emergency motion or peti-
tion in an action already assigned to the Commerce Program shall be heard by another Commerce 
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Program Judge, if available, with any subsequent hearing referred back to the assigned Commerce 
Program Judge. If no Commerce Program Judge is available to hear an emergency motion or peti-
tion, such motion or petition shall be referred to a Judge assigned to Motion Court (or, if necessary, 
the Emergency Judge), with any subsequent hearing referred back to the appropriate Commerce 
Program Judge. 

13.	 Settlement Conferences. An in-person settlement conference with a Commerce 
Program JPT will be scheduled in advance of trial, after discovery has concluded, and after pre-
trial motions have been decided.  However, a settlement conference may be scheduled at any time 
in any case in which counsel and the Court agree that such a conference may be productive. Such 
a request shall be made in writing by letter to the assigned Commerce Program Judge.  Client 
representatives with settlement authority shall be physically present at the settlement conference 
unless excused by the JPT or Commerce Program Judge.

Except as otherwise provided in Phila. Civ. R. *212.3 (Settlement Conferences --Non 
Jury Cases), Commerce Program Judges may assist the parties in reaching a fair and reasonable 
settlement or other resolution of the matter. To that end, the assigned Commerce Program Judge, 
in his or her discretion, may schedule one or more formal settlement conferences. The Commerce 
Program Judge may also encourage the parties to engage in settlement discussions and in any form 
of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), including the assistance of a Commerce Program JPT, 
that may result in settlement, avoidance of trial, or expeditious resolution of the dispute. Except 
upon order of the Court, the pendency of any form of ADR shall not alter the date for commence-
ment of trial.

14.	 Pretrial Conference. A Pretrial Conference shall be held in all Commerce 
Program actions. Typically, the Pre-Trial Scheduling Order will require the filing of Pretrial 
Statements (Pa. R.C.P. No. 212.2) in advance of the Pretrial Conference. Prior to the Pretrial 
Conference, principal trial counsel shall confer on the matters set forth in Pa. R.C.P. No. 212.3, 
and attempt to reach agreement on any such matters.

Following the Pretrial Conference, the Commerce Program Judge shall enter a Trial 
Scheduling Order, identifying the date by which the matter should be prepared for trial, and, if 
applicable, the date of any special listings. The Trial Scheduling Order may further provide specific 
dates, to the extent not already addressed in the Case Management Order, for such matters as:

a.	 Exchange of proposed stipulations and filing of stipulations in writing 
to facts about which there can be no reasonable dispute;

b.	 Pre-marking and exchanging copies of all documents or other exhibits 
to be offered in evidence at trial;

c.	 Service and filing of written objections to any documents or other 
exhibits as to which a party intends to object at trial, together with the legal 
basis for such objections;

d.	 Identification in writing of all deposition testimony, by page and 
line number, intended to be read into the record at trial, followed by counter-
designations and objections to deposition designations;

e.	 Exchange of trial briefs and proposed findings of fact and conclusions 
of law (non-jury) or requested points for jury charge (jury).

At such time prior to trial as may be fixed by the Court, it shall rule on all matters placed 
in issue under this procedure.

In addition, the Commerce Program Judge may establish procedures consistent with the 
requirements of each case in order to minimize trial time.s Pro Tempore and Alternative Dispute 
Resolution

There shall be established in the Commerce Program, an Alternative Dispute Resolution 
program for Commerce Program actions, which may include, but is not limited to, mediation and 
the assistance of Commerce Program JPTs.

15.	 Panel of Commerce Program Judges Pro Tempore. The Supervising Judge  of 
the Commerce Program shall designate a panel of Commerce Program JPTs from among volun-
teers nominated by the Philadelphia Bar Association Business Law Section, Business Litigation 
Committee (“Committee”) and/or the Court, and recommended by the Committee.  To qualify 
as a Commerce Program JPT, one must be a licensed Pennsylvania attorney with no less than 
five years of experience in litigation or alternate dispute resolution (ADR), including a practice 
focused on the types of disputes described in section B.1. above (Cases Subject to Commerce Pro-
gram), and/or shall have participated in ADR training by a court-sponsored provider or certified 
CLE provider, and/or shall have participated as a neutral, JPT, or mediator in  ADR proceedings, 
including but not limited to mediations, settlement conferences, and private arbitrations, involving 
the types of disputes described in section B.1. above, prior to approval as a Judge Pro Tempore.  
Persons may be added to or removed from the panel of JPTs as the Supervising Judge of the Com-
merce Program may determine consistent with the qualifications above.

Commerce Program JPTs shall serve without charge for up to three hours for each case, 
exclusive of preparation time before a settlement conference or initial mediation session. Such 
preparation time likewise will not be compensable. After the JPT has devoted three hours of service 
free of charge to the assigned case, and upon agreement of the participating parties to continue 
the mediation or settlement conference beyond those three hours, the JPT shall be compensated 
at the rate agreed to by the JPT and the participating parties for further work on the case. Unless 
otherwise agreed to by the participating parties, or upon further order of the Court, the obligation 
to compensate the JPT shall be borne equally among the parties. JPTs shall promptly invoice the 
parties for services and reasonable expenses for which they are entitled to be compensated. 

16.	 The Court may order a Commerce Program case to be assigned for Settle-
ment Conference with a Commerce Program JPT who shall, on a date certain, hold a Settle-
ment Conference which must be attended by: 1) all represented parties, unless they are excused 
by the JPT or the Commerce Program Judge; 2) counsel knowledgeable about the case and 

with authority to settle; and 3) any unrepresented parties. If the JPT excuses represented par-
ties from attending, they shall be available telephonically.  All parties shall provide to the 
Commerce Program JPT prior to the Settlement Conference a fully completed Settlement 
Memorandum, in a form to be established by the Commerce Program Judges. The parties 
may also submit additional, confidential, materials to the JPT alone. The Commerce Program 
JPT on such a referral is not authorized to rule on any motions, but will attempt to facili-
tate a settlement between the parties. The JPT may report to the Commerce Program Judge 
assigned to the case the result of the settlement conference, i.e., whether or not the case settled. 

A.	 Previously Issued Administrative Orders Regarding the Commerce Program.

Upon the effective date of the within Administrative Order, all Administrative Orders 
previously issued in connection with the Commerce Program (Administrative Docket Nos. 01 of 
1999, 01 of 2000, 02 of 2003, 01 of 2014, and 01 of 2016) are supplanted and are no longer in effect.

As required by Pa.R.J.A. 103(d), this Administrative Order has been submitted to the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Civil Procedural Rules Committee for review and written noti-
fication has been received from the Rules Committee certifying that the Administrative Order 
is not inconsistent with any general rule of the Supreme Court. This Administrative Order shall 
be filed with the Office of Judicial Records (formerly the Prothonotary) in a docket maintained 
for Administrative Orders issued by the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania. As required by 
Pa.R.J.A. 103(d)(5)(ii), two certified copies of this Administrative Order, as well as one copy of the 
Administrative Order on a computer diskette, shall be distributed to the Legislative Reference 
Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. As required by Pa.R.J.A. 103(d)(6) one certified 
copy of this Administrative Order shall be filed with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania 
Courts, published on the website of the First Judicial District at http://courts.phila.gov, and incorpo-
rated in the complete set of local rules no later than 30 days following publication in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin. Copies of the Administrative Order shall also be published in The Legal Intelligencer and will 
be submitted to American Lawyer Media, Jenkins Memorial Law Library, and the Law Library for the 
First Judicial District.

BY THE COURT

			     /s/ Daniel J. Anders 
			   DANIEL J. ANDERS, 					   
			   Administrative Judge, Trial Division 
			   /s/ Paula A. Patrick  
			   ____________________________________ 
			     PAULA A. PATRICK, 
			   Supervising Judge, Commerce Program 
			   Court of Common Pleas for Philadelphia County 
			   First Judicial District of Pennsylvania

_______________________________________ 
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE: PROMULGATION OF :		  No. 644 Judicial Administration Docket 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX PURSUANT 
TO 42 Pa. C.S. §§ 1725.1(f) and 
3571(c)(4) AND FINANCIAL 
REGULATIONS, 204 Pa. Code §§ 
29.401-403

ORDER
 
PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 1st day of October, 2025, IT IS ORDERED pursuant to Article V, 
Section 10(c) of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and Sections 1721 and 3502(a) of the Judicial 
Code, 42 Pa. C.S. §§ 1721, 3502(a), that the Court Administrator of Pennsylvania is authorized 
to obtain and publish in the Pennsylvania Bulletin the percentage in crease in the Consumer Price 
Index for calendar year 2024 as required by Act 54 of 2024, 42
Pa. C.S. §§ 1725.1(f) and 3571(c)(4) (as amended) and to revise the Financial Regulations, 204 Pa. 
Code §§ 29.401-403, as provided in those statutory escalation provisions.

To the extent notice of proposed rulemaking may be required by Rule of Judicial Administration 
103, the immediate promulgation of the regulations is herebyf ound to be in the interests of effi-
cient administration. 

TITLE 204. JUDICIAL SYSTEM GENERAL PROVISIONS 
PART II. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

CHAPTER 29. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
Subchapter K. COSTS, FINES AND FEES

§29.401. Scope.
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court, pursuant to Art. V, § 10 of the Pennsylvania 

Constitution, and 42 Pa. C.S. §1721, has authorized by Administrative Order, the Court 
Administrator of Pennsylvania to promulgate regulations relating to the accounting methods to be 
utilized in connection with the collection of fees and costs charged and collected by prothonota-
ries, and clerks of courts of all courts of common pleas, or by any officials designated to perform 
the functions thereof, as well as by the minor judiciary, including magisterial district judges, and 
judges and staff of all divisions of the Philadelphia Municipal Court.

Under authority of said Administrative Order and pursuant to the authority vested 
in the governing authority under 42 Pa. C.S. § 3502(a) of the Judicial Code, the following 
regulations are adopted to implement Act 54 of 2024, 42 Pa. C.S. §§ 1725.1(f) and 3571(c)(4)
(as amended).
§ 29.401a. Consumer Price Index-costs and fines.

Pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, and 42 Pa. C.S. 
§ 1721, the Supreme Court has authorized the Court Administrator of Pennsylvania to obtain 
and publish in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on or before November 30 the percentage increase in 
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the Consumer Price Index for calendar year 2024 as required by Act 54of 2024, 42 Pa. C.S. §§ 
1725.1(f) and 3571(c) (4)(as amended). See, No. 644 Judicial Administration Docket.

The Court Administrator of Pennsylvania reports that the percentage increase in the 
Consumer Price Index, UrbanWage Earners and Clerical Workers, U.S. City Average, for cal-
endar year 2024 was 2.8% percent. (See, U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Series CWUR0000SA0,  January 20, 2025.)
§ 29.402.42 Pa.C.S.§1725.1.    Costs.
(a)	 Civil cases. - In calendar year 2026, the costs to be charged by magisterial district 
judges in every civil case, except as otherwise provided in this section, shall be as follows:

(1)	 Actions involving $500 or less................................................ $68.50
(2)	 Actions involving more than $500

but not more than $2,000................................................... $91.00
(3)	 Actions involving more than $2,000

but not more than $4,000................................................. $114.00
(4)	 Actions involving between $4,001

and $12,000....................................................................... $171.00
(5)	   Landlord-tenant actions involving $2,000 or less............. $102.50
(6)	 Landlord-tenant actions involving more than $2,000

		    but not more than $4,000.................................................$125.50
(7)	 Landlord-tenant actions involving more than $4,000

but not more than $12,000.................................................$171.00
(8) 	    Order of execution................................................................$51.50
(9)	    Objection to levy..................................................................$23.00
(10)		  Reinstatement of complaint..................................................$11.50
(11)		  Entering Transcripton Appeal or Certiorari..........................$6.00

Said costs shall not include, however, the cost of postage and registered mail which shall be borne 
by the plaintiff.
(a.1)Custody cases. – In calendar year 2026, the cost (in addition to the cost provided by gen-
eral rule) to be charged by the court of common pleas shall be as follows:

(1) Custody cases, except as provided in section 1725(c)(2)(v)..........................$10.50

(b) Criminal cases. - In calendar year 2026, the costs to be charged by the minor judiciary or by 
the court of common pleas where appropriate in every criminal case, except as otherwise provided 
in this section, shall be as follows:

(1)  Summary conviction, except motor vehicle cases....................................$65.00
(2)  Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases, other than paragraph..........$51.50
(3)  Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases, hearing demanded...............$62.50
(4)  Misdemeanor..............................................................................................$74.00
(5)  Felony......................................................................................................$85.50

Such costs shall not include, however, the cost of postage and registered mail which shall be paid 
by the defendant upon conviction.
(c)	 Unclassified costs or charges. - In calendar year 2026, the costs to be charged by the 
minor judiciary in the following instances not readily classifiable shall be as follows:

(1)  Entering transcript of judgment from another member of the minor  
judiciary	..............................................................................................................$11.50

(2)  Marrying each couple, making record thereof, and certificate to the  
parties	 ..............................................................................................................$57.00
(3)  Granting emergency relief pursuant to 23 Pa. C.S. Ch.61 
(relatingto protection from abuse).....................................................................$23.00
(4)  Issuing a search warrant (except as provided in 
 subsection (d)..........................................................................................$23.00
(5)  Any other issuance not otherwise provided in this subsection....................$23.00

§ 29.403 42 Pa.C.S. § 3571.
In calendar year 2026, Commonwealth portion of fines, etc.
*****
(c)   Costs in magisterial district judge proceedings. 
(2)  Amounts payable to the Commonwealth:

(i)  Summary conviction, except motor vehicle cases .....................................$22.80
(ii)  Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases other than  
           subparagraph (iii) ................................................................................. $22.80
(iii)  Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases,hearing demanded................$22.80
(iv)   Misdemeanor.............................................................................................$29.60 
(v)  Felony........................................................................................................  $45.60
(vi)  Assumpsit or trespass involving:
    (A) $500 or less .............................................................................................$28.55 
    (B) More than $500 but not more than $2,000...........................................$45.50 
    (C) More than $2,000 but not more than $4,000.......................................$68.40 
    (D) Between $4,001 and $12,000...............................................................$114.00
(vii)  Landlord-tenant proceeding involving:
    (A) $2,000 or less ..........................................................................................$45.50
    (B) More than $2,000 but not more than $4,000........................................$57.25 
    (C) More than $4,000 but not more than $12,000...................................  $79.80
(viii)  Objection to levy ...................................................................................  $11.50 
(ix)  Order of execution ....................................................................................$34.35 
(x)  Issuing a search warrant (except as provided in  
         section 1725.1 (d)(relating to costs)) ......................................................$16.10 
(xi)  Order of possession ...................................................................................$15.00
(xii)  Custody cases (except as provided in  
          section 1725(c)(2)(v))................................................................................$8.40

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

TRIAL DIVISION – CIVIL
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

11 of 2025

IN RE: STAY OF LITIGATION FOR PA OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

                     
ORDER

	 AND NOW this 12th day of September 2025, upon consideration of the Motion 
to Extend the Administrative Stay Order filed by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office 
of Attorney General (“OAG”), and any response thereto, following a hearing, it is hereby 
ORDERED and DECREED that the OAG’s motion to Extend the Stay is GRANTED as fol-
lows: 
	 WHEREFORE, the Court previously having been made aware of the a network out-
age of the OAG and the resulting inability to proceed with litigation, and as a result on August 13, 
2025, the Court issued Administrative Order 9 of 2025, which stayed all matters for 30 days until 
September 12, 2025, in which an attorney from the OAG has entered an appearance and which 
provided that the Stay may be extended upon the filing of a motion to extend the Stay and follow-
ing a hearing. 
	 It is hereby ORDERED and DECREED that the Stay shall be extended for another 30 
days for all cases in which an attorney from the OAG has entered an appearance. 
	 It is further ORDERED and DECREED that the stay does not apply to any stipula-
tions of dismissal of any Commonwealth of Pennsylvania related party that the OAG has entered 
its appearance. 
	 It is further ORDERED and DECREED that as to any new cases to which this Stay 
applies to the entry of appearance by an OAG attorney on behalf of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, its agencies and employees, must be accompanied by a Praecipe to Stay the Action, 
together with a copy of this Order.
	 It is further ORDERED and DECREED that this Stay shall remain in effect until 
October 14, 2025 unless the OAG notifies the Court before October 14, 2025 that its electronic 
data and network have been restored to allow its attorneys to access litigation data and proceed 
with litigation. It is further provided, however, that the Stay may be extended upon the filing of a 
motion to extend the Stay and following a hearing. Any motion to extend the Stay shall be filed at 
least five (5) days prior to the end of the Stay and docketed on Case No.: 250801412. Any objec-
tion to the motion to extend the Stay shall be filed before the hearing. 
	 It is further ORDERED and DECREED that a hearing is scheduled for October 14, 
2025 at 1 p.m. in Courtroom 513, City Hall. 

BY THE COURT:

						      /s/ Daniel J. Anders 
									          
					                    _____________________

					     DANIEL J. ANDERS,
					     Administrative Judge, Court  
					     of Common Pleas

Trial Division, First Judicial District of 
Pennsylvania

____________________________________________________________________________________
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:					     NO.  767
ORDER AMENDING RULES 1910.1, 	 CIVIL PROCEDURAL 
1910.11, 1910.12, 1910.16-1, 1910.16-2, 	 RULES DOCKET 
1910.16-3, 1910.16-3.1, 1910.16-4,  
1910.16-5, 1910.16-6, 1910.16-7,  
1910.19, 1910.21, 1910.27, AND 1910.29  
OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF  
CIVIL PROCEDURE 

ORDER
PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 11th day of August, 2025, upon the recommendation of the Domestic 
Relations Procedural Rules Committee, the proposal having been published for public comment at 
54 Pa.B. 8395 (December 28, 2024):

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania 
that Rules 1910.1, 1910.11, 1910.12, 1910.16-1, 1910.16-2, 1910.16-3, 1910.16-3.1, 1910.16-4, 
1910.16-5, 1910.16-6, 1910.16-7, 1910.19, 1910.21, 1910.27, and 1910.29 of the Pennsylvania 
Rules of Civil Procedure are amended in the attached form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
January 1, 2026.
Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined.  
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets.
Rule 1910.1. Scope. Definitions.			 

(a)  	 Scope.  Except as provided by subdivision (b), the rules of this chapter gov-
ern all civil actions or proceedings brought in the court of common pleas to 
enforce a duty of support, or an obligation to pay alimony pendente lite.

[Note:  A duty of support is imposed by the following statutes: 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 4321 and Section 3 
of the Support Law of June 24, 1937, P.L. 2045, 62 P.S. § 1973 (repealed) now Act 43-2005, July 
7, 2005, P.L. 196.  The procedure under the rules of this chapter implements Chapter 43 of Part 
V of the Domestic Relations Code, Title 23 of the Consolidated Statutes, 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 4301 et 
seq., relating to support proceedings.  The procedure under these rules provides an alternative to 
the intrastate and interstate procedures under Parts VIII and VIII-A of the Domestic Relations 
Code, 23 Pa.C.S.A. §§ 7101 et seq. and 8101 et seq.  For alimony and alimony pendente lite, see 
Sections 3701 and 3702 of the Divorce Code, 23 Pa.C.S.A. §§ 3701, 3702.
Long arm jurisdiction is available in support actions brought pursuant to these rules per 23 
Pa.C.S.A. § 4342(c).]

(b) 	 Exception.  The rules of this chapter shall not govern:
(1)  	 an action or proceeding for support based upon a contract or agree-

ment which provides that it may not be enforced by an action in 
accordance with these rules,

(2)  	 an application for a temporary order of support and other relief pur-
suant to [the Protection from Abuse Act of December 19, 1990, 
P.L. 1240, No. 206,] 23 Pa.C.S.[A.] §§ 6101 et seq.; or

Court Notices
continued from previous page



24 • THE LEGAL INTELLIGENCER 	 T H U R S D AY,  D E C E M B E R  1 8 ,  2 0 2 5 VOL P. 12076

(3)  	 an action for support of an indigent brought pursuant [to Chapter 
46 of the Domestic Relations Code,] 23 Pa.C.S.[A.] §§ 4601 et 
seq.

[Note:  Where a contract or agreement provides that it cannot be enforced in accordance 
with the rules, actions upon a contract or agreement for support are to be heard by the 
court and not a conference officer or hearing officer under Rules 1910.11 or 1910.12. 
However, such actions should be expedited and given preference in court listings.]

(c)  	 Definitions.  As used in this chapter, unless the context of a rule indicates oth-
erwise, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

1.	 “Conference officer,” the person who conducts an office conference 
pursuant to Rule 1910.11.

2.	 “Default order,” a support order entered when a party fails to 
respond or appear after proper notice.

3.	 “Domestic Relations Section,” the office responsible for estab-
lishing paternity, and determining and enforcing child and spousal 
support orders.  For the purpose of these rules, a County Child/
Spousal Support Services shall be synonymous with a Domestic 
Relations Section.

4.	 “Hearing officer,” the person who conducts a hearing on the record 
and makes recommendations to the court pursuant to Rule 1910.12.

5.	 “Overdue support,” the amount of delinquent support equal to or 
greater than one month’s support obligation which accrues after entry or 
modification of a support order as the result of obligor’s nonpayment of 
that order.

6.	 “Past due support,” the amount of support which accrues prior to 
entry or modification of a support order as the result of retroactivity of 
that order.  [When] If nonpayment of the order causes overdue support 
to accrue, any and all amounts of past due support owing under the order 
shall convert immediately to overdue support and remain as such until 
paid in full.

7.	 “Suspend,” eliminate the effect of a support order for a period of 
time.

8.	 “Terminate,” end not only the support order, but the support obliga-
tion as well.

9.	 “Trier-of-fact,” the judge, hearing officer, or conference officer who 
makes factual determinations.

10.	 “Vacate,” declare a particular support order null and void, as if it 
were never entered.

Comment:  A duty of support is imposed by 23 Pa.C.S. § 4321 and 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 4601 et 
seq.   The procedure under the rules of this chapter implements 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 4301 et seq., 
relating to support proceedings.  The procedure under these rules provides an alternative 
to the intrastate and interstate procedures under 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 7101 et seq. and 8101 et seq. 
or alimony and alimony pendente lite, see 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 3701, 3702.

Long arm jurisdiction is available in support actions brought pursuant to these 
rules per 23 Pa.C.S. § 4342(c).

If a contract or agreement provides that it cannot be enforced in accordance with 
the rules, actions upon a contract or agreement for support are to be heard by the court 
and not a conference officer or hearing officer under Rules 1910.11 or 1910.12.  However, 
such actions should be expedited and given preference in court listings.

Historical Commentary
	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—March 30, 1994
   	 Nothing in this rule should be interpreted to eliminate the distinctions between spousal 
support and alimony pendente lite which are established by case law.

Alimony pendente lite must be distinguished from permanent alimony for purposes of 
this rule. The rule applies only to alimony pendente lite.  The procedure for obtaining permanent 
alimony is governed by Section 3702 of the Divorce Code, 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 3702, and Rules of Civil 
Procedure 1920.1 et seq.  Agreements for alimony approved by the court in connection with actions 
for divorce under Section 3701 of the Divorce Code are deemed to be court orders enforceable 
under Section 3703 of the Code.
 Section 3105(a) of the Divorce Code provides that all agreements relating to matters under the 
code, whether or not merged or incorporated into the decree, are to be treated as orders for pur-
poses of enforcement unless the agreement provides otherwise.  Subdivision (b)(1) is amended to 
conform to the statute.
 There is considerable diversity in the terminology used throughout the rules, and in the various 
counties, to describe the individuals who conduct conferences and hearings pursuant to the sup-
port rules.  The addition of subdivision (c) to the rule standardizes terminology and eliminates the 
confusion which results from individual counties using inconsistent terms to refer to persons per-
forming the same function.  All references in the rules to conference or hearing officers have been 
amended to conform to the terminology set forth in subdivision (c).

 Explanatory Comment—April 15, 1994
In an effort to further standardize the terminology used in support matters, the addi-

tional terms are defined.
Explanatory Comment—2000

   	 Act 1998-127 technically amended Act 1997-58 to define and differentiate between past 
due and overdue support to clarify that only overdue support constitutes a lien by operation of law 
against the obligor’s real or personal property.  23 Pa.C.S.A. § 4302 now defines overdue support 

as “support which is delinquent under a payment schedule established by the court.”  Past due sup-
port is defined as “support included in an order of support which has not been paid.”
   	 The definitions of past due and overdue support in this rule do not substantively change 
the legislative definitions.  They merely elaborate on them in terms which are more familiar and 
helpful to the bench and bar.  Specifically, past due support consists of the purely retroactive 
arrearages which accumulate between the date of the filing of the complaint or petition for modifi-
cation and the date of the hearing and entry of the initial or modified support order.  Overdue sup-
port refers to the delinquent arrearages which accrue after entry of the order due to the obligor’s 
failure to pay support pursuant to the order.
   	 These definitions are important for determining the remedies available for collecting 
support arrearages. Pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 4352(d), only overdue support (delinquent arrear-
ages) constitutes a lien by operation of law against the obligor’s property.  Conversely, past due 
support (retroactive arrears) does not operate as a lien against this property as long as the obligor 
remains current on the support order.
   	 Rule 1910.20 extends this legislative distinction between overdue and past due support 
to the following remedies available to collect support: (1) consumer agency reporting under 23 
Pa.C.S.A. § 4303; (2) suspension of licenses under 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 4355; and (3) the full range of 
new collection remedies under 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 4305(b)(10).  Accordingly, these remedies are avail-
able only to collect overdue support.  They are not available to collect past due support as long 
as the obligor remains current on the order.  If, however, the obligor subsequently defaults on 
the support order, Rule 1910.20(c) provides that any past due support still owing under the order 
immediately becomes overdue support subject to the full range of collection remedies. It remains 
overdue support until collected in full.
   	 Pursuant to Rule 1910.20(c), all overdue support, including past due support which has 
converted to overdue support, remains subject to Act 58 remedies until paid in full.  Any repay-
ment plan subsequently agreed to by the parties, or ordered by the court pursuant to a contempt 
proceeding (including any arrearage component), does not preclude the use of these remedies for 
collecting overdue support more quickly, whenever feasible.
   	 In cases involving past due support only, the obligee is not entirely without remedy in 
the event that additional income or assets of the obligor are discovered after the hearing which 
would enable collection of past due support more quickly.  In these cases, identification of those 
income sources or assets provides a basis for modification pursuant to Rule 1910.19.  Modification 
includes increasing the rate of repayment on past due support and, if appropriate, ordering that the 
past due support be paid in full.  In these cases, the obligee may also petition the court for special 
relief pursuant to Rule 1910.26 to have the income or assets frozen and seized pending the petition 
for modification in order to secure payment of past due support.

Explanatory Comment—2007
   	 Act 43-2005, July 7, 2005, P. L. 196, repealed the Act of June 24, 1937 (P. L. 2045, No. 
397), known as The Support Law and added Chapter 46 to the Domestic Relations Code, 23 
Pa.C.S.A. § 4601 et seq. Section 4 of Act 43-2005 states that the addition of Chapter 46 is a con-
tinuation of the Act of June 24, 1937 (P. L. 2045, No. 397).  Chapter 46 addresses the responsibility 
of certain family members to maintain indigent relatives, whether or not the indigent person is a 
public charge.  New subdivision (b)(3) clarifies that the support rules and guidelines do not apply 
to actions brought under Chapter 46 of the Domestic Relations Code.
Rule 1910.11. Office Conference. Subsequent Proceedings. Order.

(a)	 Office Conference.

(1)	 A conference officer shall conduct the office conference.

(2)	 [A lawyer] An attorney serving as a conference officer employed by, 
or under contract with, a judicial district or appointed by the court 
shall not practice family law before a conference officer, hearing offi-
cer, or judge of the same judicial district.

[Note: Conference officers preside at office conferences under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.11. 
Hearing officers preside at hearings under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.12.  The appointment of a 
hearing officer to hear actions in divorce or for annulment of marriage is authorized by 
Pa.R.C.P. No. 1920.51.]

(b)	 Failure to Appear.  If a party fails to appear at the conference as directed by 
the court, the conference may proceed with a default order being entered 
against the non-appearing party.

(c)	 Documents.  At the conference, the parties shall provide to the conference 
officer the following documents:

• 	 the most recently filed individual federal income tax 
returns, including all schedules, W-2s, and 1099s;

• 	 the partnership or business tax returns with all schedules, 
including K-1, if the party is self-employed or a principal 
in a partnership or business entity;

• 	 pay stubs for the preceding six months;
• 	 verification of child care expenses;
• 	 child support, spousal support, alimony pendente lite, or 

alimony orders or agreements for other children or former 
spouses;

• 	 proof of available medical coverage; and
• 	 an Income Statement and, if necessary, an Expense 

Statement on the forms provided in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(c) and completed as set forth in subdi-
visions (c)(1) and (c)(2).

[Note: See Pa.R.C.P. No. 1930.1(b). To the extent this rule applies to actions not governed 
by other legal authority regarding confidentiality of information and documents in 
support actions or that attorneys or unrepresented parties file support-related confidential 
information and documents in non-support actions (e.g., divorce, custody), the Case Records 
Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania shall apply.]

(1)	 The parties shall provide the conference officer with a completed:
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(i)	 Income Statement as set forth in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(c)(1) in all support cases, including 
high-income cases under [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-3.1; and

(ii)	 Expense Statement as set forth in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(c)(2)(A), if a party:

(A)	 claims that unusual needs and unusual fixed 
expenses may warrant a deviation from the 
guideline support amount pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. 
No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-5; or

(B)	 seeks expense [apportionment] allocation pur-
suant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6.

(2)	 For high-income support cases as set forth in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3.1, the parties shall provide to the confer-
ence officer the Expense Statement in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.27(c)(2)(B).

(d)	 Conference Officer Recommendation.

(1)	 The conference officer shall calculate and recommend a guideline 
support amount to the parties.

(2)	 If the parties agree on a support amount at the conference, the con-
ference officer shall:

(i)	 prepare a written order consistent with the parties’ agree-
ment and substantially in the form set forth in [Pa.R.C.P. 
No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(e), which the parties shall sign; 
and

(ii)	 submit to the court the written order along with the con-
ference officer’s recommendation for approval or disap-
proval.

(iii)	 The court may enter the order in accordance with the 
agreement without hearing from the parties.

(3)	 In all cases in which one or both parties are unrepresented, the par-
ties [must] shall provide income information to the domestic rela-
tions section so that a guidelines calculation can be performed.

(4)	 In cases in which both parties are represented by counsel, the parties 
shall not be obligated to provide income information and the domes-
tic relations section shall not be required to perform a guidelines cal-
culation if the parties have reached an agreement about the amount 
of support and the amount of contribution to additional expenses.

(e)	 Conference Summary.  At the conclusion of the conference or not later than 
10 days after the conference, the conference officer shall prepare a conference 
summary and furnish copies to the court and to both parties. The conference 
summary shall state:

(1)	 the facts upon which the parties agree;

(2)	 the contentions of the parties with respect to facts upon which they 
disagree; and

(3)	 the conference officer’s recommendation; if any, of

i.	 the amount of support and by and for whom the support 
shall be paid; and

ii.	 the effective date of any order.

(f)	 No Agreement.  If an agreement for support is not reached at the conference, 
the court, without hearing the parties, shall enter an interim order calculated in 
accordance with the guidelines and substantially in the form set forth in Rule 
1910.27(e).  Each party shall be provided, either in person at the time of the 
conference or by mail, with a copy of the interim order and written notice that 
any party may, within [twenty] 20 days after the date of receipt or the date of 
the mailing of the interim order, whichever occurs first, file a written demand 
with the domestic relations section for a hearing before the court.

(g)  	 No Automatic Stay.  A demand for a hearing before the court shall not stay 
the interim order entered under subdivision (f) unless the court so directs.

(h)	 No Hearing Demand.  If no party demands a hearing before the court within 
the [twenty] 20-day period, the interim order shall constitute a final order.

(i)	 Hearing Demand.  If a demand is filed, there shall be a hearing de novo before 
the court.  The domestic relations section shall schedule the hearing and give 
notice to the parties.  The court shall hear the case and enter a final order sub-
stantially in the form set forth in Rule 1910.27(e) within [sixty] 60 days from 
the date of the written demand for hearing.

(j)  	 Separate Listing.
(1)  	 Promptly after receipt of the notice of the scheduled hearing, a party 

may move the court for a separate listing [where] if:
(i)  	 there are complex questions of law, fact or both; or
(ii)  	 the hearing will be protracted; or
(iii)	 the orderly administration of justice requires that the  

hearing be listed separately.
(2)	 If the motion for separate listing is granted, discovery shall be avail-
able in accordance with [Rule] Pa.R.Civ.P. 4001 et seq.

[Note: The rule relating to discovery in domestic relations matters generally is Rule 
1930.5.]

(k)  	 Post-Trial Relief Motion.  No motion for post-trial relief may be filed [to] 
from the final order of support.

Comment:  Conference officers preside at office conferences under Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11. 
Hearing officers preside at hearings under Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.12.  The appointment of a 
hearing officer to hear actions in divorce or for annulment of marriage is authorized by 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1920.51.

See Pa.R.Civ.P. 1930.1(b).  To the extent this rule applies to actions not governed 
by other legal authority regarding confidentiality of information and documents in support 
actions or that attorneys or unrepresented parties file support-related confidential informa-
tion and documents in non-support actions, (e.g., divorce, custody), the Case Records Public 
Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania shall apply.

Concerning subdivision (j)(2), the rule relating to discovery in domestic relations 
matters generally is Rule 1930.5.

Historical Commentary
	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—1994
	 The domestic relations office conference provided by Rule 1910.11 constitutes the heart 
of the support procedure.  There are two primary advantages to the inclusion of a conference.  
First, in many cases the parties will agree upon an amount of support and a final order will be 
prepared, to be entered by the court, thus dispensing with a judicial hearing.  Second, those cases 
which do go to hearing can proceed more quickly because the necessary factual information has 
already been gathered by the conference officer.

Subdivision (a)(2) prohibits certain officers of the court from practicing family law before 
fellow officers of the same court.  These officers are the conference officer who is an attorney 
(Rule 1910.11), the hearing officer (Rule 1910.12), and the standing or permanent master who is 
employed by the court (Rule 1920.51).  The amendments are not intended to apply to the attorney 
who is appointed occasionally to act as a master in a divorce action.
	 Subdivision (e)(3) makes clear that even if the parties agree on an amount of support, 
the conference officer is still empowered to recommend to the court that the agreement be disap-
proved.  This provision is intended to protect the destitute spouse who might out of desperation 
agree to an amount of support that is unreasonably low or which would in effect bargain away the 
rights of the children.  The officer’s disapproval of the agreement serves to prevent an inadequate 
order being entered unwittingly by the court.
	 The provision for an interim order in subdivision (f) serves two purposes.  First, it 
ensures that the obligee will receive needed support for the period during which the judicial deter-
mination is sought.  Second, it eliminates the motive of delay in seeking a judicial determination.

Because the guidelines are income driven, the trier of fact has little need for the expense 
information required in the Income and Expense Statement.  Therefore in guideline cases, the rule 
no longer requires that expense information be provided.  If a party feels that there are expenses 
so extraordinary that they merit consideration by the trier of fact, that party is free to provide the 
information.  In cases decided according to Melzer v. Witsberger, 505 Pa. 462, 480 A.2d 991 (1984), 
living expenses are properly considered, and therefore must be presented on the Income and 
Expense Statement.

Explanatory Comment—1995
	 Rule 1910.11(e) is amended to eliminate the need for a party to request a copy of the 
conference summary.
	 Because the court is required to enter a guideline order on the basis of the conference 
officer’s recommendation, there is no need for (g)(2), which provided for a hearing before the court 
where an order was not entered within five days of the conference. It is eliminated accordingly.
	 Pursuant to subdivision (g), support payments are due and owing under the interim 
order which continues in effect until the court enters a final order after the hearing de novo.  The 
provision for an interim order serves two purposes.  First, it ensures that the obligee will receive 
needed support for the period during which the judicial determination is sought.  Second, it elimi-
nates the motive of delay in seeking a judicial determination.  Therefore, the plaintiff and the 
dependent children are not prejudiced by allowing the court sixty days, rather than the original 
forty-five, in which to enter its final order.

Explanatory Comment—2006
	 The time for filing a written demand for a hearing before the court has been expanded 
from ten to twenty days.  The purpose of this amendment is to provide ample opportunity for liti-
gants and counsel to receive notice of the entry of the order, to assure Commonwealth-wide con-
sistency in calculation of time for filing and to conform to applicable general civil procedural rules.
	 The amendments reflect the separated Income Statement and Expense Statements in 
Rule 1910.27(c).

Explanatory Comment—2010
	 When the parties’ combined net income exceeds $30,000 per month, calculation of child 
support, spousal support and alimony pendente lite shall be pursuant to Rule 1910.16-3.1. Rule 
1910.16-2(e) has been amended to eliminate the application of Melzer v. Witsberger, 505 Pa. 462, 
480 A.2d 991 (1984), in high income child support cases.

Explanatory Comment—2011
	 The rule has been amended to require that income information be provided in all cases, 
unless both parties are represented in reaching an agreement, so that a guidelines calculation can 
be performed.  The guidelines create a rebuttable presumption that the amount calculated pursu-
ant to them is the correct amount, so there should be a calculation in every case.  If parties agree 
to receive or to pay an order other than the guideline amount, they should know what that amount 
is so that they can enter an agreement knowingly.  If both parties are represented by counsel, it 
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is assumed that their entry into the agreement for an amount other than a guidelines amount is 
knowing as it is counsels’ responsibility to advise the parties.  In addition, part of the mandatory 
quadrennial review of the support guidelines mandates a study of the number of cases in which the 
support amount ordered varies from the amount that would result from a guidelines calculation.  
Federal regulations presume that if a large percentage of cases vary from the guideline amount, 
then the guidelines are not uniform statewide.
Rule 1910.12. Office Conference. Hearing. Record. Exceptions. Order.

 (a)  	 Office Conference.  There shall be an office conference as provided by 
[Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(a) [through] - (d).  The provisions of 
[Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(d)(3) and (d)(4) regarding income infor-
mation apply in cases proceeding pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.12.

(b)  	 Conference Conclusion.
(1)	 At the conclusion of a conference attended by both parties, if an 

agreement for support has not been reached, and the conference 
and hearing are not scheduled on the same day, the court, without 
hearing the parties, shall enter an interim order calculated in accor-
dance with the guidelines and substantially in the form set forth in 
[Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(e), and the parties shall be 
given notice of the date, time and place of a hearing.  A record hear-
ing shall be conducted by a hearing officer who [must be a lawyer] 
shall be an attorney.

(2)  	 If either party, having been properly served, fails to attend the con-
ference, the court may enter an interim default order calculated in 
accordance with the guidelines and substantially in the form set forth 
in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(e).  Within 20 days after the 
date of receipt or the date of mailing of the interim default order, 
whichever occurs first, either party may demand a hearing before a 
hearing officer.  If no hearing is requested, the order shall become 
final.

(3)  	 Any [lawyer] attorney serving as a hearing officer employed by, or 
under contract with, a judicial district or appointed by the court shall 
not practice family law before a conference officer, hearing officer, or 
judge of the same judicial district.

[Note:  Conference officers preside at office conferences under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.11. 
Hearing officers preside at hearings under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.12. The appointment of a 
hearing officer to hear actions in divorce or for annulment of marriage is authorized by 
Pa.R.C.P. No. 1920.51.]
 	 (c)  	 Separate Listing.

(1)	 Except as provided in subdivision (c)(2), promptly after the confer-
ence’s conclusion, a party may move the court for a separate listing 
of the hearing if:

(i)	 there are complex questions of law, fact or both;

(ii)	 the hearing will be protracted; or

(iii)	 the orderly administration of justice requires that the 
hearing be listed separately.

(2)	 When the conference and hearing are scheduled on the same day, all 
requests for separate listing shall be presented to the court at least 
seven days prior to the scheduled court date.

(3)	 If the motion for separate listing is granted, discovery shall be avail-
able in accordance with [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 4001 et seq.

[Note:  The rule relating to discovery in domestic relations matters generally is Pa.R.C.P. 
No. 1930.5.]

(d)  	 Hearing Officer Report.  The hearing officer shall receive evidence, hear 
argument and, not later than 20 days after the close of the record, file with the 
court a report containing a recommendation with respect to the entry of an 
order of support.  The report may be in narrative form stating the reasons for 
the recommendation and shall include a proposed order substantially in the 
form set forth in Rule 1910.27(e) stating:
(1)	 the amount of support calculated in accordance with the guidelines;

(2)	 by and for whom it shall be paid; and

(3)	 the effective date of the order.

(e)  	 Interim Order.  The court, without hearing the parties, shall enter an interim 
order consistent with the proposed order of the hearing officer.  Each party 
shall be provided, either in person at the time of the hearing or by mail, with 
a copy of the interim order and written notice that any party may, within 
[twenty] 20 days after the date of receipt or the date of mailing of the order, 
whichever occurs first, file with the domestic relations section written excep-
tions to the report of the hearing officer and interim order.

[Note:  Objections to the entry of an interim order consistent with the proposed order may 
be addressed pursuant to Rule 1910.26.]

(f)  	 Exceptions to Report.  Within [twenty] 20 days after the date of receipt or 
the date of mailing of the report by the hearing officer, whichever occurs first, 
any party may file exceptions to the report or any part thereof, to rulings on 
objections to evidence, to statements or findings of facts, to conclusions of law, 
or to any other matters occurring during the hearing.  Each exception shall set 
forth a separate objection precisely and without discussion.  Matters not cov-
ered by exceptions are deemed waived unless, prior to entry of the final order, 

leave is granted to file exceptions raising those matters.  If exceptions are filed, 
any other party may file exceptions within [twenty] 20 days of the date of ser-
vice of the original exceptions.

(g)  	 No Exceptions Filed.  If no exceptions are filed within the [twenty] 20-day 
period, the interim order shall constitute a final order.

(h)  	 Exceptions Filed.  If exceptions are filed, the interim order shall continue in 
effect.  The court shall hear argument on the exceptions and enter an appro-
priate final order substantially in the form set forth in Rule 1910.27(e) within 
[sixty] 60 days from the date of the filing of exceptions to the interim order.  
No motion for post-trial relief may be filed to the final order.

Comment:  Conference officers preside at office conferences under Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11.  
Hearing officers preside at hearings under Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.12.  The appointment of a 
hearing officer to hear actions in divorce or for annulment of marriage is authorized by 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1920.51.

Concerning subdivision (c)(3), the rule relating to discovery in domestic relations 
matters generally is Pa.R.Civ.P. 1930.5.

Objections to the entry of an interim order consistent with the proposed order 
may be addressed pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.26.

Historical Commentary
	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—1995
   	 Language is added to subdivision (b) to acknowledge that the conference and hearing 
can be held on the same day, and to provide for the immediate entry of an interim order in judicial 
districts where the hearing occurs at a later date.  New subdivision (b)(2) permits entry of a guide-
line order after a conference which the defendant, though properly served, fails to attend.  New 
subdivision (c)(2) is intended to prevent delays in the hearing of complex cases by requiring that 
requests for separate listing be made at least seven days in advance where the conference and hear-
ing are scheduled the same day.

In addition, the phrase “record hearing” in subdivision (a) replaces the reference to a 
“stenographic record” in recognition of the variety of means available to create a reliable record of 
support proceedings.

Amended subdivision (e) allows an interim order to be entered and served on the par-
ties at the conclusion of the hearing, rather than after the expiration of the exceptions period as 
was true under the old rule. In addition, the amended subdivision requires that the interim order 
include language advising the parties of their right to file exceptions within ten days of the date of 
the order.
 Support payments are due and owing under the interim order which continues in effect until the 
court enters a final order after considering the parties’ exceptions. Therefore, extension of the 
deadline for entering the final order by fifteen days does not prejudice the persons dependent upon 
payment of the support.

Explanatory Comment—2006
   	 The time for filing exceptions has been expanded from ten to twenty days. The purpose 
of this amendment is to provide ample opportunity for litigants and counsel to receive notice of 
the entry of the order, to assure Commonwealth-wide consistency in calculation of time for filing 
and to conform to applicable general civil procedural rules.
Rule 1910.16-1. Support Obligation. Support Guidelines.

(a)	 Applicability of the Support Guidelines.

(1)	 Except as provided in subdivision (a)(3), the support guidelines 
determine a spouse’s or parent’s support obligation based on the 
parties’ combined monthly net income, as defined in [Pa.R.C.P. 
No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2, and the number of persons being 
supported.

(2)	 If a person caring for or having custody of a minor child, who 
does not have a duty of support to the minor child, initiates a 
child support action as provided in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.3:

(i)	 the complaint shall name the parents as defendants;

(ii)	 in determining the basic child support obligation, the 
monthly net income for the individual initiating the 
action shall not be considered in the support calcula-
tion by the trier-of-fact;

(iii)	 the parents’ monthly net incomes shall be combined 
to determine the basic child support obligation, which 
shall be apportioned based on the parents’ respective 
monthly net incomes consistent with [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4. The parents shall pay the obli-
gee their proportionate share of the basic child support 
obligation as a separate obligor; and

(iv)	 as with other support actions, the trier-of-fact may 
adjust or deviate the basic child support, spousal sup-
port, or alimony pendente lite obligation consistent with 
the support guidelines based on the evidence presented 
by the parties.

[Example 1. The parents have one child, who is in the custody of the maternal grand-
mother. Maternal grandmother initiates a support action against the parents. Mother’s 
monthly net income is $3,000 and Father’s monthly net income is $2,000 for a combined 
monthly net income of $5,000. For purposes of the child support calculation, mater-
nal grandmother’s income is irrelevant and not part of the calculation. The basic child 
support obligation for one child at a combined monthly net income of $5,000 is $993 
per month. Mother’s percentage share of the combined monthly net income is 60% 
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($3,000/$5,000) and Father’s percentage share of the combined monthly net income is 
40% ($2,000/$5,000). Mother’s preliminary monthly share of the child support obliga-
tion is $596 ($993 x 60%) and Father’s preliminary monthly share of the child support 
obligation is $397 ($993 x 40%). Maternal grandmother is the obligee with Mother and 
Father as separate obligors owing $596 and $397, respectively, to the maternal grand-
mother.]

(3)	 In an action in which the plaintiff is a public body or private 
agency pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.3, the basic 
child support obligation shall be calculated under the guidelines 
based upon the parent’s monthly net income with the public or 
private entity’s monthly net income as zero. In such cases, each 
parent shall be treated as a separate obligor, and the parent’s obli-
gation will be based upon the parent’s monthly net income with-
out regard to the other parent’s monthly net income.

(i)  	 The basic child support obligation owed to a child 
not in placement shall be deducted from each parent’s 
monthly net income before calculating support for the 
child in placement, including the direct support the 
support guidelines assume the custodial parent will pro-
vide.

[Example 2. The parents have three children and do not live in the same household. 
Mother has primary custody of two children and monthly net income of $2,500 per 
month. Father’s monthly net income is $4,000. The parties’ third child is in foster care 
placement. Pursuant to the schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3, the basic child support 
obligation for the two children with Mother is $1,733. As Father’s income is 62% of the 
parties’ combined monthly net income, Father’s basic child support obligation to Mother 
is $1,074 per month. The guidelines assume that Mother will provide $659 per month 
in direct expenditures to the two children. The agency/obligee brings an action against 
each parent for the support of the child in placement. Father/obligor’s monthly net 
income will be $2,926 for purposes of this calculation ($4,000 less $1,074 in support for 
the children with Mother). As the agency/obligee’s income is zero, Father’s support for 
the child in placement will be 100% of the basic child support obligation for one child at 
the $2,926 income level, or $674 per month. Mother/obligor’s net income will be $1,841 
for purposes of this calculation ($2,500 less $659 in direct support to the children in 
Mother’s custody). Mother’s support obligation will be 100% of the basic child support 
obligation for one child at that income level, or $423 per month.
Example 3. The parents have two children in placement. Father owes child support of 
$500 per month for two children of a former marriage. At the same income levels as 
in Example 2, Father’s monthly net income for determining his obligation to the chil-
dren in placement would be $3,500 ($4,000 less $500 support for two children of prior 
marriage). Father’s obligation to the agency would be $1,205 per month (100% of the 
basic child support obligation for two children at the $3,500 per month income level). 
Mother’s monthly net income would not be diminished as she owes no other child sup-
port. Mother would owe $877 for the children in placement (100% of the basic child 
support obligation for two children at the $2,500 income level).]

(ii)	 If the parents reside in the same household, each 
parent’s respective basic child support obligation 
to a child that remains in the household and is not 
in placement shall be calculated according to the 
guidelines, with the parent having the higher income 
as the obligor, and the calculated basic child sup-
port obligation shall be deducted from the parents’ 
monthly net incomes for purposes of calculating sup-
port for a child in placement.

[Example 4. The parents have four children, two of whom are in placement. Mother’s 
monthly net income is $4,000 and Father’s is $3,000. The basic child support obligation 
for the two children in the home is $1,841, according to the schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-3. As Mother’s monthly net income is 57% of the parties’ combined monthly 
net income, her share would be $1,049, and Father’s 43% share would be $792. Mother’s 
monthly net income for purposes of calculating support for the two children in place-
ment would be $2,951 ($4,000 less $1,049). She would pay 100% of the basic child sup-
port obligation at that income level, or $1,026, for the children in placement. Father’s 
monthly net income would be $2,208 ($3,000 less $792), and his obligation to the chil-
dren in placement would be $772.]

(iii)	 If the basic child support obligation exceeds the place-
ment’s cost, the trier-of-fact shall:

(A)	 deviate the basic child support obligation 
downward; and

(B)	 apply the parent’s percentage of the com-
bined monthly net income to the reduced 
basic child support obligation.

(4)  	 The support of a spouse or child is a priority obligation so that a 
party is expected to meet this obligation by adjusting the party’s 
other expenditures.

(b)  	 Support Obligation.  The support obligation (child support, spousal sup-
port, or alimony pendente lite) awarded pursuant to the [Pa.R.C.P. Nos.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11 and 1910.12 procedures shall be determined in accor-
dance with the support guidelines, which consist of the guidelines expressed 
as the basic child support schedule in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-
3, the [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4 formulas, and the operation 
of the support guidelines as set forth in these rules.

(c)	 Spousal Support and Alimony Pendente Lite.

(1)	 Spousal support and alimony pendente lite orders shall not be in 
effect simultaneously.

(2)	 In determining a spousal support or alimony pendente 
lite obligation’s duration, the trier-of-fact shall consider the 
marriage’s duration, i.e., the date of marriage to the date of final 
separation.

(d)	 Rebuttable Presumption.  If the trier-of-fact determines that a party has 
a duty to pay support, there is a rebuttable presumption that the guideline-
calculated support obligation is the correct support obligation.

(1)	The presumption is rebutted if the trier-of-fact concludes in a 
written finding or states on the record that the guideline support 
obligation is unjust or inappropriate.

(2)	The trier-of-fact shall consider the child’s and parties’ special 
needs and obligations, and apply the [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-5 deviation factors, as appropriate.

(e) 	 Support Guidelines Review.  The support guidelines shall be reviewed at 
least every four years to ensure that their application determines the appro-
priate support obligation.

Comment:  
Subdivision (a)(2) Example:  The parents have one child, who is in the custody 

of the maternal grandmother.  Maternal grandmother initiates a support action against 
the parents.  Mother’s monthly net income is $3,000 and Father’s monthly net income is 
$2,000 for a combined monthly net income of $5,000.  For purposes of the child support 
calculation, maternal grandmother’s income is irrelevant and not part of the calculation.  
The basic child support obligation for one child at a combined monthly net income of 
$5,000 is $1,080 per month.  Mother’s percentage share of the combined monthly net 
income is 60% ($3,000/$5,000) and Father’s percentage share of the combined monthly 
net income is 40% ($2,000/$5,000).  Mother’s preliminary monthly share of the child 
support obligation is $648 ($1,080 x 60%) and Father’s preliminary monthly share of the 
child support obligation is $432 ($1,080 x 40%).  Maternal grandmother is the obligee 
with Mother and Father as separate obligors owing $648 and $432, respectively, to the 
maternal grandmother.

Subdivision (a)(3)(i) Example 1:  The parents have three children and do not 
live in the same household.  Mother has primary custody of two children and monthly 
net income of $2,500 per month.  Father’s monthly net income is $4,000.  The parties’ 
third child is in foster care placement. Pursuant to the schedule in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-
3, the basic child support obligation for the two children with Mother is $1,855.  As 
Father’s income is 62% of the parties’ combined monthly net income, Father’s basic 
child support obligation to Mother is $1,150 per month.  The guidelines assume that 
Mother will provide $705 per month in direct expenditures to the two children.  The 
agency/obligee brings an action against each parent for the support of the child in 
placement.  Father/obligor’s monthly net income will be $2,850 for purposes of this cal-
culation ($4,000 less $1,150 in support for the children with Mother).  As the agency/
obligee’s income is zero, Father’s support for the child in placement will be 100% of 
the basic child support obligation for one child at the $2,850 income level, or $657 per 
month.  Mother/obligor’s net income will be $1,795 for purposes of this calculation 
($2,500 less $705 in direct support to the children in Mother’s custody). Mother’s sup-
port obligation will be 100% of the basic child support obligation for one child at that 
income level, or $415 per month.

Subdivision (a)(3)(i) Example 2:  The parents have two children in placement. 
Father owes child support of $500 per month for two children of a former marriage.  
At the same income levels as in Subdivision (a)(3)(i) Example 1, Father’s monthly net 
income for determining his obligation to the children in placement would be $3,500 
($4,000 less $500 support for two children of prior marriage).  Father’s obligation to the 
agency would be $1,217 per month (100% of the basic child support obligation for two 
children at the $3,500 per month income level).  Mother’s monthly net income would 
not be diminished as she owes no other child support.  Mother would owe $877 for the 
children in placement (100% of the basic child support obligation for two children at the 
$2,500 income level).

Subdivision (a)(3)(ii) Example:  The parents have four children, two of whom 
are in placement. Mother’s monthly net income is $4,000 and Father’s is $3,000.  The 
basic child support obligation for the two children in the home is $1,913, according to 
the schedule in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3.  As Mother’s monthly net income is 57% of the 
parties’ combined monthly net income, her share would be $1,090, and Father’s 43% 
share would be $823.  Mother’s monthly net income for purposes of calculating sup-
port for the two children in placement would be $2,910 ($4,000 less $1,090).  She would 
pay 100% of the basic child support obligation at that income level, or $1,017, for the 
children in placement.  Father’s monthly net income would be $2,177 ($3,000 less $823), 
and his obligation to the children in placement would be $772.

Historical Commentary
	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2003
	 New subdivision (2) is intended to clarify in particular the calculation of child support 
when a child is in a foster care or institutional placement and not in the custody of either parent.

Explanatory Comment—2010
	 Introduction. Pennsylvania law requires that child and spousal support be awarded pursu-
ant to a statewide guideline. 23 Pa.C.S. § 4322(a).  That statute further provides that the guideline 
shall be “established by general rule by the Supreme Court, so that persons similarly situated shall 
be treated similarly.” Id.
	 Pursuant to federal law, The Family Support Act of 1988 (P. L. 100-485, 102 Stat. 2343 
(1988), all states are required to have statewide child support guidelines. Federal regulations, 45 
CFR 302.56, further require that the guidelines be reviewed at least once every four years and 
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that such reviews include an assessment of the most recent economic data on child-rearing costs 
and a review of data from case files to assure that deviations from the guidelines are limited.  The 
Pennsylvania statute also requires a review of the support guidelines every four years. 23 Pa.C.S.A. 
§ 4322(a).
	 The Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee of the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania began the mandated review process in early 2007.  The committee was assisted in its 
work by Jane Venohr, Ph.D., an economist with the Center for Policy Research, under contract 
between the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare and Policy Studies, Inc.  As a result of the 
review, the committee recommended to the Supreme Court several amendments to the statewide 
guidelines.

A.	Income Shares Model. Pennsylvania’s child support guidelines are based upon the 
Income Shares Model. That model was developed under the Child Support Guide-
lines Project funded by the U.S. Office of Child Support Enforcement and admin-
istered by the National Center for State Courts. The Guidelines Project Advisory 
Group recommended the Income Shares Model for state guidelines. At present, 37 
states use the Income Shares Model as a basis for their child support guidelines.

	 The Income Shares Model is based upon the concept that the child of separated, 
divorced or never-married parents should receive the same proportion of parental 
income that she or he would have received if the parents lived together. A num-
ber of authoritative economic studies provide estimates of the average amount of 
household expenditures for children in intact households. These studies show that 
the proportion of household spending devoted to children is directly related to the 
level of household income and to the number of the children. The basic support 
amounts reflected in the schedule in Rule 1910.16-3 represent average marginal 
expenditures on children for food, housing, transportation, clothing and other mis-
cellaneous items that are needed by children and provided by their parents, includ-
ing the first $250 of unreimbursed medical expenses incurred annually per child.
1.	 Economic Measures. The support schedule in Rule 1910.16-3 is based upon 

child-rearing expenditures measured by David M. Betson, Ph.D., Pro-
fessor of Economics, University of Notre Dame. Dr. Betson’s measure-
ments were developed for the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services for the explicit purpose of assisting states with the development 
and revision of child support guidelines. Dr. Betson’s research also was 
used in developing the prior schedule, effective in January 2006. Dr. 
Betson updates his estimates using data from the Consumer Expenditure 
Survey conducted by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. In the current 
schedule, those figures were converted to 2008 price levels using the 
Consumer Price Index.

2.	 Source of Data. The estimates used to develop the schedule are based 
upon national data. The specific sources of the data are the periodic 
Consumer Expenditure Surveys. Those national surveys are used because 
they are the most detailed available source of data on household expendi-
tures. The depth and quality of this information is simply not available at 
the state level and would be prohibitively costly to gather.

	 The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Center for Nutrition Policy 
and Promotion (“CNPP”) also develops economic estimates for the 
major categories of child-rearing expenditures. Although the committee 
reviewed these estimates, it is aware of only one state that relies upon the 
CNPP estimates as a basis for its child support schedule, and even that 
state makes certain adjustments.

B.  	 Statutory Considerations. The Pennsylvania statute, 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 4322(a), pro-
vides:

Child and spousal support shall be awarded pursuant to a Statewide 
guideline as established by general rule by the Supreme Court, so that 
persons similarly situated shall be treated similarly. The guideline shall 
be based upon the reasonable needs of the child or spouse seeking sup-
port and the ability of the obligor to provide support. In determining 
the reasonable needs of the child or spouse seeking support and the 
ability of the obligor to provide support, the guideline shall place pri-
mary emphasis on the net incomes and earning capacities of the parties, 
with allowable deviations for unusual needs, extraordinary expenses and 
other factors, such as the parties’ assets, as warrant special attention. The 
guideline so developed shall be reviewed at least once every four years.
1.	 Reasonable Needs and Reasonable Ability to Provide Support. The 

guidelines make financial support of a child a primary obliga-
tion and assume that parties with similar net incomes will have 
similar reasonable and necessary expenses. After the basic needs 
of the parents have been met, the child’s needs shall receive 
priority. The guidelines assume that if the obligor’s net income 
is at the poverty level, he or she is barely able to provide for 
his or her own basic needs. In those cases, therefore, the entry 
of a minimal order may be appropriate after considering the 
party’s living expenses. In some cases, it may not be appropriate 
to enter a support order at all. In most cases, however, a party’s 
living expenses are not relevant in determining his or her sup-
port obligation. Rather, as the statute requires, the obligation 
is based upon the reasonable needs of a dependent spouse or 
child and the reasonable ability of the obligor to pay.

2.	 Net Income. The guidelines use the net incomes of the par-
ties. Each parent is required to contribute to a share of the 
child’s reasonable needs in proportion to that parent’s share of 
the combined net income. The custodial parent makes these 
contributions through direct expenditures for food, shelter, 
clothing, transportation and other reasonable needs. The non-

custodial parent makes contributions through periodic support 
payments to the custodial parent. Rule 1910.16-2(d) has been 
amended to clarify the provisions relating to income and earn-
ing capacity.

3.	 Allowable Deviations. The guidelines are designed to treat simi-
larly situated parents, spouses and children in the same manner. 
However, when there are unavoidable differences, deviations 
must be made from the guidelines. Failure to deviate from 
these guidelines by considering a party’s actual expenditures 
where there are special needs and special circumstances consti-
tutes a misapplication of the guidelines.

C.	 Child Support Schedule. The child support schedule in Rule 1910.16-3 has been 
amended to reflect updated economic data, as required by federal and state law, to 
ensure that children continue to receive adequate levels of support. The support 
amounts in the schedule have been expanded to apply to a combined net monthly 
income of $30,000 and remain statistically valid. The economic data support the 
revised schedule.

D.  	 Self-Support Reserve (“SSR”). The amended schedule also incorporates an increase 
in the “Self-Support Reserve” or “SSR” from $748 per month to $867 per 
month, the 2008 federal poverty level for one person. Formerly designated as 
the “Computed Allowance Minimum” or “CAM,” the Self-Support Reserve, as it 
is termed in most other states’ guidelines, is intended to assure that low-income 
obligors retain sufficient income to meet their own basic needs, as well as to 
maintain the incentive to continue employment. The SSR is built into the sched-
ule in Rule 1910.16-3 and adjusts the basic support obligation to prevent the 
obligor’s net income from falling below $867 per month. Because the schedule in 
Rule 1910.16-3 applies to child support only, Rule 1910.16-2(e)(1)(B) provides for 
a similar adjustment in spousal support and alimony pendente lite cases to assure 
that the obligor retains a minimum of $867 per month.

E.  	 Shared Custody. In creating the new schedule, the amounts of basic child support 
were first increased to reflect updated economic data, including 2008 price levels. 
Next, the amounts of basic child support were adjusted to incorporate into the 
schedule the assumption that the children spend 30% of the time with the obligor 
and that the obligor makes direct expenditures on their behalf during that time. 
That does not mean that the entire schedule was reduced by 30%. Only those 
variable expenditures, such as food and entertainment, that fluctuate based upon 
parenting time were adjusted.
The calculation in Rule 1910.16-4(c) reduces an obligor’s support obligation 
further if the obligor spends significantly more time with the children. The 
revised schedule assumes that the obligor has 30% parenting time. The obligor 
will receive an additional 10% reduction in the amount of support owed at 40% 
parenting time, increasing incrementally to a 20% reduction at 50% parenting 
time. This method may still result in a support obligation even if custody of the 
children is equally shared. In those cases, the rule provides for a maximum obliga-
tion which may reduce the obligation so that the obligee does not receive a larger 
portion of the parties’ combined income than the obligor.

F.  	 Child Care Expenses. Rule 1910.16-6(a) was amended in 2006 to provide that child 
care expenses incurred by both parties shall be apportioned between the parties in 
recognition of the fact that a non-custodial parent also may incur such expenses 
during his or her custodial periods with the children.

G.  	 Spousal Support and Alimony Pendente Lite.  Subdivision (c) has been amended to 
require the court to consider the duration of the marriage in determining the 
duration of a spousal support or alimony pendente lite award. The language was 
moved from Rule 1910.16-5 which deals with deviation. The primary purpose 
of this provision is to prevent the unfairness that arises in a short-term marriage 
when the obligor is required to pay support over a substantially longer period of 
time than the parties were married and there is little or no opportunity for credit 
for these payments at the time of equitable distribution.

H.  	 Other Amendments. All of the examples in the guidelines have been updated to 
reflect the changes to the basic child support schedule. Prior explanatory com-
ments have been deleted or revised and incorporated into new comments.

Explanatory Comment—2013
	 The schedule of basic child support has been updated to reflect newer economic data. 
The schedule was prepared by Jane Venohr, Ph.D., the economist who assisted in the last guideline 
review using the same methodology. It includes an increase in the Self-Support Reserve to $931 
per month, the 2012 federal poverty level for one person.

Explanatory Comment—2017
	 Pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.3(a), a person having custody of a child or caring for a 
child may initiate a support action against the child’s parent(s). Previously, this rule only addressed 
when a public body or private agency had custody of a child but was silent with regard to an indi-
vidual third party, e.g., grandparent, seeking support. The rule has been amended by adding a new 
subdivision (a)(2) and renumbering the previous (a)(2) to (a)(3). In addition, an example illustrating 
the new (a)(2) calculation has been included.
	 Subdivision (a)(2) excludes the income of the third party/obligee, as that person does 
not have a duty of support to the child; instead, the rule uses the combined monthly net income of 
the parents to determine the basic child support amount, which is then apportioned between the 
parents consistent with their respective percentage of the combined monthly net income in the 
same manner as a parent vs. parent support action. However, under this rule, each parent would be 
a separate obligor, would pay the obligee their proportionate share under a separate support order, 
and would be subject to separate enforcement proceedings. Under (a)(2), the exclusion of the third 
party’s income is consistent with Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-2(b)(2)(ii) as that rule relates to an action 
for support by a third party against a surviving parent in which the child receives a Social Security 
derivative benefit due to the death of the other parent.
	 In accordance with Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6(c), payment of the first $250 of unreim-
bursed medical expenses per year per child is applicable to third party/obligees in support actions 
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governed by (a)(2). The first $250 of unreimbursed medical expenses is built into the Basic Child 
Support Schedule.
Rule 1910.16-2.	 Support Guidelines. Calculation of Monthly Net Income.

Generally, the basic child support, spousal support, or alimony pendente lite obligation is 
based on the parties’ monthly net incomes.

(a)	 Monthly Gross Income.  Monthly gross income is ordinarily based on at 
least a six-month average of a party’s income.  The support law, 23 Pa.C.S. § 
4302, defines the term “income” and includes income from any source.  The 
statute lists many types of income including, but not limited to:

(1)  	 wages, salaries, bonuses, fees, and commissions;
(2) 	 net income from business or dealings in property;
(3)  	 interest, rents, royalties, and dividends;
(4)  	 pensions and all forms of retirement;
(5)  	 income from an interest in an estate or trust;
(6)  	 Social Security disability benefits, Social Security retirement benefits, 

temporary and permanent disability benefits, workers’ compensation, 
and unemployment compensation;

(7)  	 alimony if, in the trier-of-fact’s discretion, inclusion of part or all of 
it is appropriate; and

(8)  	 other entitlements to money or lump sum awards, without regard to 
source, including:
(i)   	 lottery winnings;
(ii)   	 income tax refunds;
(iii)   	 insurance compensation or settlements;
(iv)   	 awards and verdicts; and
(v)   	 payments due to and collectible by an individual regardless 

of source.
(b)  	 Treatment of Public Assistance, SSI Benefits, Social Security Payments 

to a Child Due to a Parent’s Death, Disability or Retirement, and Foster 
Care Payments.
(1)  	 Public Assistance and SSI Benefits.  Neither public assistance nor 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits shall be included as 
income for determining support.

(2)  	 Child’s Social Security Derivative Benefits.
(i)   	 If a child is receiving Social Security derivative benefits 

due to a parent’s retirement or disability:
(A)   	 The trier-of-fact shall determine the basic child 

support obligation as follows:
(I)   	 add the child’s benefit to the monthly 

net income of the party who receives 
the child’s benefit;

(II)   	 calculate the parties’ combined month-
ly net income, including the child’s 
benefit;

(III)   	 determine the basic child support 
obligation set forth in the Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-3 schedule; and

(IV)   	 apportion the basic child support obli-
gation between the parties based on 
the party’s percentage of the combined 
monthly net income.

(B)   	 If the obligee receives the child’s benefit, the 
trier-of-fact shall deduct the child’s benefit from 
the basic child support obligation of the party 
whose retirement or disability created the child’s 
benefit.

(C)   	 If the obligor receives the child’s benefit, the 
trier-of-fact shall not deduct the child’s benefit 
from the obligor’s basic child support obliga-
tion, even if the obligor’s retirement or disability 
created the child’s benefit.  To illustrate for the 
parties the impact of the obligor receiving the 
benefit instead of the obligee, the trier-of-fact 
shall provide the parties with two calculations 
theoretically assigning the benefit to each house-
hold.

(D)   	 The trier-of-fact shall allocate the expenses in 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6(a)—(e) based on the par-
ties’ monthly net incomes without considering 
the child’s benefit.

(E)   	 In equally shared custody cases, the party with 
the higher monthly net income, excluding the 
child’s benefit, is the obligor.

(ii)   	 If a child is receiving Social Security derivative benefits 
due to a parent’s death, the trier-of-fact shall determine the 
surviving parent’s basic child support obligation as follows:
(A)   	 The non-parent obligee’s monthly net income 

shall include only those funds the obligee is 
receiving on the child’s behalf, including the 
Social Security derivative benefit.

(B)   	 If the surviving-parent obligor receives the Social 
Security derivative benefit, the benefit shall be 
added to the parent’s monthly net income to cal-
culate child support.

(3)  	 Foster Care Payments.   If a party to a support action is a foster 
parent or is receiving payments from a public or private agency 
for the care of a child who is not the party’s biological or adoptive 

child, the trier-of-fact shall not include those payments in the party’s 
monthly net income for purposes of calculating child support for the 
foster parent’s or other caretaker’s biological or adoptive child.

(c)  	 Monthly Net Income.
(1)  	 Unless these rules provide otherwise, the trier-of-fact shall deduct 

only the following items from monthly gross income to arrive at 
monthly net income:
(i)   	 federal, state, and local income taxes;
(ii)   	 unemployment compensation taxes and Local Services 

Taxes (LST);
(iii)   	 F.I.C.A. payments (Social Security, Medicare and Self-

Employment taxes) and non-voluntary retirement pay-
ments;

(iv)   	 mandatory union dues; and
(v)   	 alimony paid to the other party.

(2)  	 In computing a spousal support or alimony pendente lite obligation, 
the trier-of-fact shall:
(i)   	 deduct from the obligor’s monthly net income child sup-

port, spousal support, alimony pendente lite, or alimony 
amounts paid to children and former spouses, who are not 
part of this action; and

(ii)   	 include in a party’s monthly net income alimony pendente 
lite or alimony received from a former spouse that was 
not included in the party’s gross income, as provided in 
subdivision (a)

(d)  	 Reduced Income or Fluctuating Earnings.
(1)  	 Voluntary Income Reduction — Existing Orders.  [The trier-of-

fact shall not downwardly adjust a party’s net income from an 
existing order if the trier-of-fact finds that:
(i)   	 the party’s income reduction resulted from the party 

willfully attempting to favorably affect the party’s basic 
support obligation; or

(ii)   	 the party voluntarily assumed a lower paying job, quit 
a job, left employment, changed occupations, changed 
employment status to pursue an education, or employ-
ment is terminated due to willful misconduct.]

The trier-of-fact shall not adjust a party’s monthly net income 
for voluntary decreases in income due to a situation over which 
the party has control, including, but not limited to, assuming 
a lower paying job, quitting a job, leaving employment, chang-
ing occupations, changing employment status to pursue an 
education, or willful misconduct resulting in the termination of 
employment.

(2)  	 Involuntary Income Reduction[. Incarceration.] and Earnings 
Fluctuations – Existing Orders.
(i)   	 Involuntary Income Reduction.  The trier-of-fact shall 

adjust a party’s monthly net income from an existing order 
for substantial continuing involuntary decreases in income 
due to [an employment] a situation over which the party 
has no control, including, but not limited to, illness, lay-off, 
termination, incarceration, or job elimination.  

(ii)   	 [Incarceration.
(A)   	 Except as set forth in subdivision (d)(2)(ii)(B), 

the trier-of-fact shall:
(I)   	 consider an incarcerated party’s 

income reduction as an involuntary 
income reduction as set forth in 
subdivision (d)(2)(i); and

(II)   	 adjust the incarcerated party’s 
monthly net income accordingly.

(B)   Exception.
(I)   	 A party’s incarceration shall not 

constitute an involuntary income 
reduction when the incarceration 
is due to support enforcement pur-
poses or a criminal offense in which 
the party’s dependent child or the 
obligee was the victim; and

(II)   	 The trier-of-fact makes a written 
finding that downwardly adjusting 
the incarcerated party’s monthly net 
income would be unjust or inappro-
priate and, in a child support action, 
takes into consideration the child’s 
best interest.]

Rescinded.
(iii)   	 Earnings Fluctuations.   The trier-of-fact shall not adjust 

a party’s monthly net income from an existing order due to 
normal or temporary earnings fluctuations.

(3)  	 Seasonal Employees.   Generally, the trier-of-fact shall base a sea-
sonal employee’s monthly net income on a yearly average.

(4)  	 Earning Capacity – Initial Orders and Modifications.
(i)   	 When calculating an initial order or modifying an exist-

ing order, if a party [willfully] fails to obtain or maintain 
appropriate employment, the trier-of-fact [may] shall 
impute to the party an income equal to the party’s earning 
capacity.
(A)   	 Earning Capacity Limitation.   The trier-of-
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fact:
(I)   	 shall not impute income to the party 

based on an earning capacity that 
exceeds the amount the party could 
earn from one full-time position; and

 (II)   	 shall determine a reasonable work regi-
men based upon the party’s relevant 
circumstances, including the jobs avail-
able within a particular occupation, 
working hours and conditions, and 
whether a party has exerted substantial 
good faith efforts to find employment.

(B)   	 The trier-of-fact shall base the party’s earning 
capacity on the subdivision (d)(4)(ii) factors.

(C)   	 After assessing a party’s earning capacity, the 
trier-of-fact shall state the reasons for the 
assessment in writing or on the record.

(D)   	 When the trier-of-fact [imputes] determines 
an earning capacity [to] for a party who would 
incur [childcare] child care expenses if the 
party were employed, the trier-of-fact shall 
consider reasonable [childcare] child care 
responsibilities and expenses for the purpose of 
discretionary allocation pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-6(a)(1)(ii).

(ii)   	 Factors.   In determining a party’s earning capacity, the 
trier-of-fact shall consider the party’s:
(A)   	 child care responsibilities and expenses that 

would actually be incurred by the party if 
employed;

(B)  	 assets;
(C)   	 residence;
(D)   	 employment and earnings history;
(E)   	 job skills;
(F)   	 educational attainment;
(G)   	 literacy;
(H)   	 age;
(I)   	 health;
(J)   	 criminal record and other employment barriers;
(K)   	 record of seeking work;
(L)   	 local job market, including the availability of 

employers who are willing to hire the party;
(M)   	 local community prevailing earnings level; and
(N)   	 other relevant factors.

(e)  	 Net Income Affecting Application of the Support Guidelines.
(1)  	 Low-Income Cases.

(i)   	 Self-Support Reserve (SSR).
(A)   	 The SSR is the minimum monthly net income 

reserved to the obligor to meet the obligor’s 
basic needs.

(B)   	 The SSR amount is [$1,063] $1,255 per month.
(ii)   	 Action for Child Support Only.   [When] If the obli-

gor’s monthly net income and the number of children in 
the action intersect in the Basic Child Support Schedule’s 
shaded area as set forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3, the 
trier-of-fact shall determine the obligor’s basic child sup-
port obligation utilizing the lesser of the two calculated 
amounts from the following methodologies.
(A)   	 The initial calculation is determined by using the 

obligor’s monthly net income only, the schedule 
set forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3, and the num-
ber of children.

(B)   	 The second calculation is determined by using 
the parties’ combined monthly net income and 
the basic child support formula in Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-4(a).

(C)  	If the obligor’s monthly net income is at or below the 
SSR, the trier-of-fact may award support only 
after consideration of the parties’ actual financial 
resources and living expenses.

(iii)   	 Action for Spousal Support/Alimony Pendente Lite 
Only.
(A)   	 After calculating the spousal support or ali-

mony pendente lite obligation as provided in 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4, the spousal support obli-
gation shall not reduce the obligor’s monthly net 
income below the SSR.

(B)   	 If the obligor’s monthly net income after sub-
tracting the spousal support or alimony pen-
dente lite obligation is less than the SSR, the 
trier-of-fact shall adjust the spousal support or 
alimony pendente lite obligation downward by an 
amount sufficient for the obligor to retain the 
SSR amount.

(iv)   	 Action with Child Support and Spousal Support or 
Alimony Pendente Lite.
(A)   	 The trier-of-fact shall calculate the spousal 

support or alimony pendente lite obligation as 
provided in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4.

(B)   	 The trier-of-fact shall subtract the calcu-
lated spousal support or alimony pendente 
lite obligation from the obligor’s monthly net 
income to determine the obligor’s adjusted 
monthly net income.

(C)   	 [When] If the obligor’s adjusted monthly net 
income and the number of children in the action 
intersect in the Basic Child Support Schedule’s 
shaded area as set forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3, 
the trier-of-fact:
(I)   	 shall not award spousal support or ali-

mony pendente lite; and
(II)   	 shall calculate child support as pro-

vided in subdivision (e)(1)(ii).
(D)   	 [When] If the obligor’s monthly net income 

and the number of children in the action do not 
intersect in the Basic Child Support Schedule’s 
shaded area as set forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3, 
the trier-of-fact shall calculate child support con-
sistent with Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4.
(I)   	 The combined spousal support or 

alimony pendente lite and basic child 
support obligations shall not reduce 
the obligor’s remaining monthly net 
income below the SSR.

(II)   	 If the obligor’s monthly net income 
after subtracting the spousal support 
or alimony pendente lite and basic child 
support obligations is less than the 
SSR, the trier-of-fact shall adjust the 
support obligation downward by an 
amount sufficient for the obligor to 
retain the SSR amount.

(2)  	 High-Income Cases.   If the parties’ combined monthly net income 
exceeds $30,000, the trier-of-fact shall calculate child support, spou-
sal support, or alimony pendente lite pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-
3.1.

(f)  	 Child Tax Credit.   In order to maximize the total income available to the 
parties and children, the trier-of-fact may award, as appropriate, the federal 
child tax credit to the non-custodial parent, or to either parent in cases of 
equally shared custody, and require the other party to execute the waiver 
required by the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 152(e).  The trier-of-fact 
shall consider the tax consequences associated with the federal child tax credit 
in calculating the party’s monthly net income available for support.

Comment:  Concerning subdivision (a)(7), in determining the appropriateness of including ali-
mony in gross income, the trier-of-fact shall consider whether the party receiving the alimony 
must include the amount received as gross income when filing federal income taxes.  If the alimony 
is not includable in the party’s gross income for federal income tax purposes, the trier-of-fact may 
include in the party’s monthly net income the alimony received, as appropriate.  See Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-2(c)(2)(ii).
   	 Since the reasons for ordering payment of alimony vary, the appropriateness of includ-
ing it in the recipient’s gross income [must] will also vary.  For example, if the obligor is paying 
$1,000 per month in alimony for the express purpose of financing the obligee’s college education, 
it would be inappropriate to consider that alimony as income from which the obligee could pro-
vide child support.  However, if alimony is intended to finance the obligee’s general living expens-
es, inclusion of the alimony as income is appropriate.

Concerning subdivision (a)(8), the trier-of-fact determines the most appropriate method 
for imputing lump-sum awards as income for purposes of establishing or modifying the party’s 
support obligation.  These awards may be annualized or averaged over a shorter or longer period 
depending on the case’s circumstances.  The trier-of-fact may require all or part of the lump sum 
award escrowed to secure the support obligation during that period.

The trier-of-fact shall not include income tax refunds in a party’s income, if the trier-of-
fact factored in the tax refund when calculating the party’s actual tax obligation and monthly net 
income.

Concerning subdivision (b), care [must] should be taken to distinguish Social Security 
from Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits.  Social Security benefits are income pursuant 
to subdivision (a).

Subdivision (b) Example 1.   The obligor has monthly net income of $2,000.  The obli-
gee’s monthly net income is $1,500 and the obligee, as primary custodial parent of the parties’ two 
children, receives $700 per month in Social Security derivative benefits on behalf of the children 
as a result of the obligor’s disability.  Add the children’s benefit to the obligee’s income, which now 
is $2,200 per month.  At the parties’ combined monthly net income of $4,200, the basic child sup-
port obligation for two children is [$1,372] $1,445.  As the obligor’s income is 48% of the parties’ 
combined monthly net income, the obligor’s preliminary share of the basic child support obligation 
is [$659] $694.  However, because the obligor’s disability created the children’s Social Security 
derivative benefits that the obligee is receiving, the obligor’s obligation is reduced by the amount 
of the benefit, $700.  As the support obligation cannot be less than zero, the obligor’s basic child 
support obligation is $0 per month.  If it were the obligee’s disability that created the benefit, the 
obligor’s basic child support obligation would remain [$659] $694.  If the obligor were receiving 
the children’s benefit as a result of the obligor’s retirement or disability, the obligor’s monthly net 
income would include the amount of the benefit and total $2,700, or 64% of the parties’ combined 
monthly net income.  The obligor’s share of the basic child support obligation would then be 
[$878] $925 and would not be reduced by the amount of the children’s benefit because the obli-
gor, not the obligee, is receiving the benefit.  Therefore, the obligor’s basic child support obligation 
is less if the obligee is receiving the benefit created by the obligor.
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Subdivision (b) Example 2.  Two children live with Grandmother who receives $800 per 
month in Social Security death benefits for the children as a result of Father’s death.  Grandmother 
also receives $500 per month from a trust established by Father for the benefit of the children.  
Grandmother is employed and earns $2,000 net per month.  Grandmother seeks support from 
the children’s mother, who earns $2,000 net per month.  For purposes of calculating Mother’s 
basic child support obligation, Grandmother’s income will be $1,300, the amount she receives on 
the children’s behalf in Social Security derivative benefits and the trust income.  (If Mother were 
receiving the benefit on the children’s behalf, the benefit would be added to Mother’s monthly net 
income and would be $2,800.  Grandmother’s monthly net income would be $500.) Therefore, 
Mother’s and Grandmother’s combined monthly net income totals $3,300.  The basic child sup-
port obligation at the $3,300 monthly net income level for two children is [$1,137] $1,156.  As 
Mother’s monthly net income of $2,000 is 61% of the parties’ combined monthly net income 
of $3,300, Mother’s basic child support obligation is [$694] $705.  Since Mother’s retirement 
or disability did not generate the child’s derivative benefit, the benefit amount is not subtracted 
from Mother’s basic child support obligation, and Mother owes Grandmother [$694] $705.  If 
Grandmother was not receiving the children’s derivative benefits or trust income, Grandmother’s 
monthly net income for purposes of calculating Mother’s basic child support obligation would be 
zero, and Mother would pay 100% of the basic child support obligation because Grandmother has 
no duty to support the children.

Concerning subdivision (c)(1)(v), because the reasons for ordering payment of alimony 
vary, the appropriateness of including it in the recipient’s monthly net income [must] will also 
vary.  For example, if the obligor is paying $1,000 per month in alimony for the express purpose 
of financing the obligee’s college education, it would be inappropriate to consider that alimony as 
income from which the obligee could provide child support.  However, if alimony is intended to 
finance the obligee’s general living expenses, inclusion of the alimony as income is appropriate.

Concerning subdivision (d)(2)(i) and the inclusion of “incarceration,” see 45 C.F.R. 
§ 302.56(c)(3) (“[I]ncarceration may not be treated as voluntary unemployment in establish-
ing or modifying support orders.”).

Concerning subdivision (d)(4), a party’s earning capacity may be determined to be 
$0.00 in appropriate cases. 

The consideration of child care expenses if the party were employed in subdivision (d)
(4)(i)(D) is not for purposes of reducing imputed income when calculating the party’s basic child 
support obligation.  The child care expenses that would be payable if a party were employed are 
subject to discretionary allocation pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6(a)(1)(ii).  

Concerning subdivision (d)(4)(ii), see 45 C.F.R. § 302.56(c)(1)(iii) regarding earning 
capacity factors.

Concerning subdivision (d)(4)(ii)(A), the trier-of-fact shall consider an unem-
ployed or underemployed parent’s child care responsibilities and expenses when determin-
ing that parent’s earning capacity.  The trier-of-fact should consider whether child care is 
available and appropriate considering the child’s needs.  Assuming child care is available and 
appropriate, the trier-of-fact should next consider the child care expenses that the parent 
would actually pay if employed.  This excludes child care provided at no cost to the parent 
by a family member or other responsible person.  Additionally, any portion of a child care 
expense that would be eligible for subsidization by a third party or through a government 
program should not be included.  If the unallocated hypothetical child care expenses are 
equal to or exceed the parent’s earning capacity, then no income should be imputed for that 
parent, e.g., earning capacity is $0.00.  If the unallocated hypothetical child care expenses 
are less than the parent’s earning capacity, then the hypothetical child care expenses that 
would be actually paid by the parent, if employed, may be allocated pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-6(a)(1)(ii).

Subdivision (e)(1)(ii) Example: The parties have two children.  The obligee has monthly 
net income of $2,500.  The obligor has monthly net income of $1,500, which falls into the shaded 
area of the schedule for two children.  The initial calculation is made using only the obligor’s 
monthly net income.  The basic child support obligation for two children would be [$397] $223.  
The second calculation uses the parties’ combined monthly net income.  The parties’ combined 
monthly net income is $4,000.  The basic child support obligation for two children is [$1,340] 
$1,377.  The obligor’s proportionate share of the parties’ combined monthly net income is 38% 
with a basic child support obligation of [$509] $523.  The obligor’s basic child support obligation 
using only the obligor’s monthly net income is less than the calculated amount using the parties’ 
combined monthly net income.  As a result, the trier-of-fact should award the lesser amount, and 
the obligor’s basic child support obligation is [$397] $223.

Subdivision (e)(1)(iii) Example: The obligor has [$1,200] $1,500 monthly net income, 
and the obligee has $300 monthly net income.  The formula in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4(a)(1)(Part B) 
would result in a monthly spousal support obligation of [$276] $375 (([$1,200] $1,500 x 33% = 
[$396] $495) minus ($300 x 40% = $120) for a total of [$276] $375)).  Since this amount leaves 
the obligor with only [$924] $1,125 per month, the trier-of-fact should adjust the support obliga-
tion so the obligor retains at least [$1,063] $1,255 per month.  Therefore, the spousal support 
obligation is [$137] $245 per month [($1,200 - $1,063)] ($1,500 - $1,255).

Subdivision (e)(1)(iv) Example: Obligor and obligee have monthly net incomes of $2,000 
and $165, respectively, and have two children.  Calculating spousal support under subdivision (e)(1)
(iv)(A) results in a spousal support obligation of $450 ($2,000 x 25% minus $165 x 30%).  Obligor’s 
adjusted monthly net income ($2,000 minus $450) is $1,550.  Obligor’s adjusted monthly net 
income of $1,550 with two children is in the shaded area of the Basic Child Support Schedule, and 
as a result, the trier-of-fact shall not award spousal support.  Instead, the trier-of-fact should award 
child support only as provided in subdivision (e)(1)(ii).

Concerning subdivision (e)(2), see Hanrahan v. Bakker, 186 A.3d 958 (Pa. 2018).
Historical Commentary

	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2010
   	 Subdivision (a) addresses gross income for purposes of calculating the support obliga-
tion by reference to the statutory definition at 23 Pa.C.S. § 4322.   Subdivision (b) provides for the 
treatment of public assistance, SSI benefits, Social Security derivative benefits, and foster care pay-
ments.
   	 Subdivision (c) sets forth the exclusive list of the deductions that may be taken from 
gross income in arriving at a party’s net income.  When the cost of health insurance premiums 
is treated as an additional expense subject to allocation between the parties under Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-6, it is not deductible from gross income.  However, part or all of the cost of health 

insurance premiums may be deducted from the obligor’s gross income pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-6(b) in cases in which the obligor is paying the premiums and the obligee has no income 
or minimal income.  Subdivision (c) relates to spousal support or alimony pendente lite awards 
when there are multiple families.  In these cases, a party’s monthly net income must be reduced 
to account for his or her child support obligations, as well as any pre-existing spousal support, 
alimony pendente lite or alimony obligations being paid to former spouses who are not the subject 
of the support action.
   	 Subdivision (d) has been amended to clarify the distinction between voluntary and invol-
untary changes in income and the imputing of earning capacity.  Statutory provisions at 23 Pa.C.S. 
§ 4322, as well as case law, are clear that a support obligation is based upon the ability of a party to 
pay, and that the concept of an earning capacity is intended to reflect a realistic, rather than a theo-
retical, ability to pay support.  Amendments to subdivision (d) are intended to clarify when imposi-
tion of an earning capacity is appropriate.
   	 Subdivision (e) has been amended to reflect the updated schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-3 and the increase in the Self-Support Reserve (“SSR”).  The schedule now applies to all 
cases in which the parties’ combined monthly net income is $30,000 or less.  The upper income 
limit of the prior schedule was only $20,000.  The support amount at each income level of the 
schedule also has changed, so the examples in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-2 were revised to be consis-
tent with the new support amounts.
   	 The SSR is intended to assure that obligors with low incomes retain sufficient income to 
meet their basic needs and to maintain the incentive to continue employment.  When the obligor’s 
monthly net income or earning capacity falls into the shaded area of the schedule, the basic child 
support obligation can be derived directly from the schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3.  There is 
no need to use the formula in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-4 to calculate the obligor’s support obligation 
because the SSR keeps the amount of the obligation the same regardless of the obligee’s income.  
The obligee’s income may be a relevant factor, however, in determining whether to deviate from 
the basic guideline obligation pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-5 and in considering whether to 
require the obligor to contribute to any additional expenses under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6.
   	 Since the schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3 sets forth basic child support only, subdi-
vision (e)(1)(ii) is necessary to reflect the operation of the SSR in spousal support and alimony pen-
dente lite cases.  It adjusts the basic guideline obligation, which would otherwise be calculated 
under the formula in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-4, so that the obligor’s income does not fall below 
the SSR amount in these cases.
   	 Previously, the SSR required that the obligor retain at least $748 per month.  The SSR 
now requires that the obligor retain income of at least $867 per month, an amount equal to the 
2008 federal poverty level for one person.  When the obligor’s monthly net income is less than 
$867, subdivision (e)(1)(iii) provides that the trier-of-fact must consider the parties’ actual living 
expenses before awarding support.  The guidelines assume that at this income level the obligor is 
barely able to meet basic personal needs.  In these cases, therefore, entry of a minimal order may 
be appropriate.  In some cases, it may not be appropriate to order support at all.
   	 The schedule at Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3 sets forth the presumptive amount of basic 
child support to be awarded.  If the circumstances warrant, the trier-of-fact may deviate from that 
amount under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-5 and may also consider a party’s contribution to additional 
expenses, which are typically added to the basic amount of support under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-
6.  If, for example, the obligor earns only $900 per month but is living with his or her parents, or 
has remarried and is living with a fully-employed spouse, the trier-of-fact may consider an upward 
deviation under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-5(b)(3) or may order the party to contribute to the addi-
tional expenses under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6.  Consistent with the goals of the SSR, however, 
the trier-of-fact should ensure that the overall support obligation leaves the obligor with sufficient 
income to meet basic personal needs and to maintain the incentive to continue working so that 
support can be paid.
   	 Subdivision (e) also has been amended to eliminate the application of Melzer v. 
Witsberger, 480 A.2d 991 (Pa. 1984), in high-income child support cases.  In cases in which the par-
ties’ combined net monthly income exceeds $30,000, child support will be calculated in accordance 
with the three-step process in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3.1(a).

Explanatory Comment—2013
   	 The SSR has been increased to $931, the 2012 federal poverty level for one person.  
Subdivision (e) has been amended to require that when the obligor’s income falls into the shaded 
area of the basic child support schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3, two calculations must be 
performed.  One calculation uses only the obligor’s income and the other is a regular calculation 
using both parties’ incomes, awarding the lower amount to the obligee.  The two-step process is 
intended to address those cases in which the obligor has minimal income and the obligee’s income 
is substantially greater.

Explanatory Comment—2015
   	 The rule has been amended to provide that a party’s support obligation will be reduced 
by the child’s Social Security derivative benefit amount if that party’s retirement or disability cre-
ated the benefit and the benefit is being paid to the household in which the child primarily resides 
or the obligee in cases of equally shared custody.  In most cases, payment of the benefit to the 
obligee’s household will increase the resources available to the child and the parties.  The rule is 
intended to encourage parties to direct that the child’s benefits be paid to the obligee.

Explanatory Comment—2021
   	 The Self-Support Reserve is determined by the Federal Poverty Guideline for one 
person converted to a monthly amount—currently $1,063—for the year the Basic Child Support 
Schedule was derived.

Subdivision (e)(1) addresses low-income cases and has been completely rewritten and 
identifies the current monthly Self-Support Reserve (SSR) amount as $1,063.  The SSR is the 
amount of the obligor’s monthly net income that is reserved to meet the obligor’s basic needs.  
Subdivisions (e)(1)(ii)—(iv) adjust the methodology for calculating support when the obligor’s 
monthly net income is at or near the SSR amount.
Rule 1910.16-3. Support Guidelines. Basic Child Support Schedule.
	 The following schedule represents the amounts spent on children of intact families by 
combined monthly net income and number of children.  Combined monthly net income is on 
the schedule’s vertical axis, and the number of children is on the schedule’s horizontal axis.  This 
schedule determines the basic child support obligation.  Unless these rules provide otherwise, the 
obligor’s basic child support obligation shall be computed using either the formula set forth in 
[Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4(a)(1)(Part C) or (a)(2)(Part I).
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<The following schedule is to be deleted.>

Basic Child Support Schedule

Combined 
Adjusted Net 

Income
  One Child Two 

Children
Three 

Children
Four 

Children
Five 

Children
Six 

Children

               
1100   33 33 34 34 34 35 

1150   78 79 80 81 81 82 

1200   123 124 126 127 128 130 

1250   168 170 172 174 175 177 

1300   213 215 218 220 222 225 

1350   258 261 264 267 269 272 

1400   303 306 310 313 316 320 

1450   334 352 356 360 363 367 

1500   346 397 402 406 410 415 

1550   357 443 448 453 457 462 

1600   369 488 494 499 504 510 

1650   380 534 540 546 551 557 

1700   392 579 586 592 598 605 

1750   403 614 632 639 645 652 

1800   415 632 678 685 692 700 

1850   426 649 724 732 739 747 

1900   438 667 770 778 786 795 

1950   449 684 816 825 833 842 

2000   461 702 848 871 880 890 

2050   472 719 869 918 927 937 

2100   484 737 891 964 974 985 

2150   495 754 912 1011 1021 1032 

2200   507 772 933 1042 1068 1080 

2250   518 789 954 1066 1115 1127 

2300   530 807 976 1090 1162 1175 

2350   541 825 997 1113 1209 1222 

2400   553 842 1018 1137 1251 1270 

2450   565 860 1039 1161 1277 1317 

2500   576 877 1060 1184 1303 1365 

2550   588 895 1082 1208 1329 1412 

2600   599 912 1103 1232 1355 1460 

2650   611 930 1124 1255 1381 1501 

2700   622 947 1145 1279 1407 1530 

2750   634 965 1166 1303 1433 1558 

2800   645 980 1184 1322 1455 1581 

2850   657 995 1201 1342 1476 1604 

2900   668 1010 1219 1361 1497 1628 

2950   680 1026 1236 1381 1519 1651 

3000   691 1041 1253 1400 1540 1674 

3050   703 1056 1271 1420 1562 1697 

3100   714 1071 1288 1439 1583 1721 

3150   726 1086 1306 1458 1604 1744 

3200   737 1103 1325 1479 1627 1769 

3250   747 1120 1345 1502 1652 1796 

3300   758 1137 1365 1524 1677 1823 

3350   768 1154 1385 1547 1702 1850 

3400   778 1171 1405 1569 1726 1876 

3450   789 1188 1425 1592 1751 1903 

3500   799 1205 1445 1614 1776 1930 

3550   810 1222 1465 1637 1800 1957 

3600   820 1238 1485 1659 1825 1983 

3650   828 1251 1500 1676 1843 2003 

3700   837 1264 1515 1692 1862 2023 

3750   845 1276 1530 1709 1880 2044 

3800   854 1289 1545 1726 1898 2064 

3850   862 1302 1560 1743 1917 2084 

Basic Child Support Schedule

Combined 
Adjusted Net 

Income
  One Child Two 

Children
Three 

Children
Four 

Children
Five 

Children
Six 

Children

               
3900   871 1314 1575 1759 1935 2104 

3950   879 1327 1590 1776 1954 2124 

4000   888 1340 1605 1793 1972 2144 

4050   894 1349 1616 1805 1986 2159 

4100   900 1357 1625 1815 1996 2170 

4150   905 1364 1633 1824 2007 2181 

4200   910 1372 1642 1834 2017 2193 

4250   915 1379 1650 1843 2028 2204 

4300   920 1387 1659 1853 2038 2215 

4350   926 1394 1667 1862 2048 2227 

4400   931 1402 1676 1872 2059 2238 

4450   936 1409 1684 1881 2069 2249 

4500   941 1414 1688 1886 2074 2255 

4550   945 1420 1692 1890 2079 2260 

4600   950 1425 1697 1895 2085 2266 

4650   955 1431 1701 1900 2090 2272 

4700   960 1436 1706 1905 2096 2278 

4750   964 1441 1710 1910 2101 2284 

4800   969 1447 1714 1915 2107 2290 

4850   974 1452 1719 1920 2112 2296 

4900   980 1461 1730 1933 2126 2311 

4950   986 1473 1745 1949 2144 2330 

5000   993 1484 1759 1965 2162 2350 

5050   999 1495 1774 1982 2180 2370 

5100   1006 1506 1789 1998 2198 2389 

5150   1012 1517 1803 2014 2216 2409 

5200   1019 1528 1818 2031 2234 2428 

5250   1026 1539 1833 2047 2252 2448 

5300   1032 1549 1845 2061 2267 2464 

5350   1036 1553 1849 2065 2272 2469 

5400   1040 1558 1853 2069 2276 2474 

5450   1044 1562 1856 2073 2281 2479 

5500   1048 1567 1860 2078 2285 2484 

5550   1052 1571 1864 2082 2290 2489 

5600   1056 1576 1867 2086 2294 2494 

5650   1060 1581 1871 2090 2299 2499 

5700   1064 1585 1875 2094 2304 2504 

5750   1069 1592 1881 2101 2312 2513 

5800   1074 1599 1889 2110 2321 2523 

5850   1080 1606 1896 2118 2330 2532 

5900   1085 1614 1903 2126 2339 2542 

5950   1091 1621 1911 2134 2348 2552 

6000   1097 1628 1918 2143 2357 2562 

6050   1102 1636 1926 2151 2366 2572 

6100   1108 1643 1933 2159 2375 2582 

6150   1114 1651 1942 2169 2386 2594 

6200   1122 1663 1955 2184 2402 2611 

6250   1131 1675 1968 2198 2418 2628 

6300   1139 1686 1981 2212 2434 2645 

6350   1147 1698 1993 2227 2449 2662 

6400   1155 1709 2006 2241 2465 2680 

6450   1164 1721 2019 2255 2481 2697 

6500   1172 1733 2032 2270 2497 2714 

6550   1180 1744 2045 2284 2512 2731 

6600   1188 1756 2058 2298 2528 2748 

6650   1197 1767 2070 2313 2544 2765 

6700   1205 1779 2083 2327 2560 2783 
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Basic Child Support Schedule

Combined 
Adjusted Net 

Income
  One Child Two 

Children
Three 

Children
Four 

Children
Five 

Children
Six 

Children

               
6750   1213 1791 2096 2341 2576 2800 

6800   1220 1801 2109 2356 2591 2817 

6850   1226 1811 2122 2370 2607 2834 

6900   1232 1821 2135 2385 2623 2851 

6950   1238 1831 2148 2399 2639 2869 

7000   1244 1841 2161 2414 2655 2886 

7050   1250 1851 2174 2428 2671 2903 

7100   1256 1861 2187 2443 2687 2921 

7150   1262 1871 2200 2457 2703 2938 

7200   1268 1881 2213 2472 2719 2955 

7250   1274 1891 2226 2486 2735 2972 

7300   1281 1901 2239 2500 2750 2990 

7350   1287 1911 2251 2515 2766 3007 

7400   1293 1921 2264 2529 2782 3024 

7450   1297 1928 2272 2538 2792 3035 

7500   1302 1934 2279 2546 2801 3044 

7550   1307 1941 2287 2554 2809 3054 

7600   1312 1947 2294 2562 2818 3064 

7650   1316 1954 2301 2570 2827 3073 

7700   1321 1960 2308 2578 2836 3083 

7750   1326 1967 2315 2586 2845 3092 

7800   1330 1973 2322 2594 2854 3102 

7850   1335 1980 2330 2602 2862 3111 

7900   1340 1987 2337 2610 2871 3121 

7950   1345 1993 2344 2618 2880 3131 

8000   1349 2000 2351 2626 2889 3140 

8050   1354 2006 2359 2635 2898 3150 

8100   1360 2015 2367 2644 2908 3161 

8150   1366 2023 2375 2653 2918 3172 

8200   1372 2031 2384 2662 2929 3183 

8250   1379 2039 2392 2672 2939 3194 

8300   1385 2047 2400 2681 2949 3206 

8350   1391 2055 2408 2690 2959 3217 

8400   1397 2063 2417 2699 2969 3228 

8450   1403 2071 2425 2709 2980 3239 

8500   1409 2079 2433 2718 2990 3250 

8550   1415 2087 2442 2727 3000 3261 

8600   1421 2095 2450 2737 3010 3272 

8650   1427 2103 2458 2746 3020 3283 

8700   1433 2111 2466 2755 3031 3294 

8750   1439 2119 2475 2764 3041 3305 

8800   1445 2127 2483 2774 3051 3316 

8850   1451 2135 2491 2783 3061 3327 

8900   1457 2143 2499 2791 3070 3337 

8950   1461 2147 2503 2796 3076 3343 

9000   1465 2152 2508 2801 3082 3350 

9050   1468 2157 2513 2807 3087 3356 

9100   1472 2162 2517 2812 3093 3362 

9150   1476 2167 2522 2817 3099 3368 

9200   1480 2172 2526 2822 3104 3374 

9250   1484 2177 2531 2827 3110 3381 

9300   1488 2181 2536 2832 3116 3387 

9350   1492 2186 2540 2838 3121 3393 

9400   1495 2191 2545 2843 3127 3399 

9450   1499 2196 2550 2848 3133 3405 

9500   1503 2201 2554 2853 3138 3412 

9550   1507 2206 2559 2858 3144 3418 

Basic Child Support Schedule

Combined 
Adjusted Net 

Income
  One Child Two 

Children
Three 

Children
Four 

Children
Five 

Children
Six 

Children

               
9600   1511 2210 2564 2864 3150 3424 

9650   1515 2215 2568 2869 3156 3430 

9700   1519 2220 2573 2874 3161 3436 

9750   1524 2227 2580 2882 3170 3446 

9800   1531 2238 2593 2896 3186 3463 

9850   1538 2248 2605 2910 3201 3479 

9900   1545 2259 2618 2924 3216 3496 

9950   1552 2269 2630 2938 3231 3513 

10000   1559 2280 2642 2952 3247 3529 

10050   1566 2290 2655 2966 3262 3546 

10100   1573 2301 2667 2979 3277 3562 

10150   1581 2312 2680 2993 3293 3579 

10200   1588 2322 2692 3007 3308 3596 

10250   1595 2333 2705 3021 3323 3612 

10300   1602 2343 2717 3035 3339 3629 

10350   1609 2354 2730 3049 3354 3646 

10400   1616 2365 2742 3063 3369 3662 

10450   1623 2375 2754 3077 3384 3679 

10500   1631 2386 2767 3091 3400 3695 

10550   1638 2396 2779 3105 3415 3712 

10600   1645 2407 2792 3118 3430 3729 

10650   1652 2417 2804 3132 3446 3745 

10700   1659 2428 2817 3146 3461 3762 

10750   1666 2439 2829 3160 3476 3779 

10800   1673 2449 2842 3174 3491 3795 

10850   1680 2460 2854 3188 3507 3812 

10900   1688 2470 2867 3202 3522 3828 

10950   1695 2481 2879 3216 3537 3845 

11000   1702 2491 2891 3230 3553 3862 

11050   1708 2499 2899 3239 3562 3872 

11100   1713 2507 2907 3247 3572 3883 

11150   1719 2514 2915 3256 3581 3893 

11200   1725 2522 2922 3264 3591 3903 

11250   1730 2529 2930 3273 3600 3913 

11300   1736 2537 2938 3282 3610 3924 

11350   1742 2544 2946 3290 3619 3934 

11400   1747 2552 2953 3299 3629 3944 

11450   1753 2559 2961 3307 3638 3955 

11500   1759 2567 2969 3316 3648 3965 

11550   1764 2574 2976 3325 3657 3975 

11600   1770 2582 2984 3333 3667 3986 

11650   1776 2589 2992 3342 3676 3996 

11700   1782 2597 3000 3350 3686 4006 

11750   1787 2604 3007 3359 3695 4016 

11800   1793 2612 3015 3368 3704 4027 

11850   1799 2619 3023 3376 3714 4037 

11900   1804 2627 3030 3385 3723 4047 

11950   1810 2634 3038 3394 3733 4058 

12000   1816 2642 3046 3402 3742 4068 

12050   1821 2649 3053 3411 3752 4078 

12100   1827 2657 3061 3419 3761 4089 

12150   1833 2664 3069 3428 3771 4099 

12200   1838 2672 3077 3437 3780 4109 

12250   1844 2679 3084 3445 3790 4119 

12300   1850 2687 3092 3454 3799 4130 

12350   1855 2695 3100 3462 3809 4140 

12400   1861 2702 3107 3471 3818 4150 
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Basic Child Support Schedule

Combined 
Adjusted Net 

Income
  One Child Two 

Children
Three 

Children
Four 

Children
Five 

Children
Six 

Children

               
12450   1867 2710 3115 3480 3828 4161 

12500   1873 2717 3123 3488 3837 4171 

12550   1878 2725 3131 3497 3847 4181 

12600   1884 2732 3138 3505 3856 4191 

12650   1890 2740 3146 3514 3865 4202 

12700   1895 2747 3154 3523 3875 4213 

12750   1900 2756 3166 3536 3890 4228 

12800   1905 2764 3177 3549 3904 4244 

12850   1910 2773 3189 3562 3918 4259 

12900   1915 2782 3200 3575 3932 4274 

12950   1920 2790 3212 3588 3947 4290 

13000   1925 2799 3224 3601 3961 4305 

13050   1930 2807 3235 3614 3975 4321 

13100   1935 2816 3247 3627 3989 4336 

13150   1940 2825 3258 3640 4004 4352 

13200   1945 2833 3270 3652 4018 4367 

13250   1950 2842 3281 3665 4032 4383 

13300   1955 2850 3293 3678 4046 4398 

13350   1960 2859 3305 3691 4060 4414 

13400   1965 2868 3316 3704 4075 4429 

13450   1970 2876 3328 3717 4089 4445 

13500   1975 2885 3339 3730 4103 4460 

13550   1980 2893 3351 3743 4117 4476 

13600   1985 2902 3363 3756 4132 4491 

13650   1990 2910 3374 3769 4146 4506 

13700   1995 2919 3386 3782 4160 4522 

13750   2000 2928 3397 3795 4174 4537 

13800   2005 2936 3409 3808 4188 4553 

13850   2010 2945 3420 3821 4203 4568 

13900   2015 2953 3432 3834 4217 4584 

13950   2020 2962 3444 3847 4231 4599 

14000   2025 2971 3455 3859 4245 4615 

14050   2030 2979 3467 3872 4260 4630 

14100   2035 2988 3478 3885 4274 4646 

14150   2040 2996 3490 3898 4288 4661 

14200   2045 3005 3502 3911 4302 4677 

14250   2050 3014 3513 3924 4317 4692 

14300   2055 3022 3525 3937 4331 4708 

14350   2060 3031 3536 3950 4345 4723 

14400   2065 3039 3548 3963 4359 4738 

14450   2070 3048 3559 3976 4373 4754 

14500   2075 3056 3571 3989 4388 4769 

14550   2080 3065 3583 4002 4402 4785 

14600   2085 3074 3594 4015 4416 4800 

14650   2090 3082 3606 4028 4430 4816 

14700   2095 3091 3617 4041 4445 4831 

14750   2100 3099 3629 4053 4459 4847 

14800   2105 3108 3640 4066 4473 4862 

14850   2110 3117 3652 4079 4487 4878 

14900   2115 3125 3664 4092 4502 4893 

14950   2120 3134 3675 4105 4516 4909 

15000   2125 3142 3687 4118 4530 4924 

15050   2130 3151 3698 4131 4544 4940 

15100   2135 3160 3710 4144 4558 4955 

15150   2140 3168 3722 4157 4573 4970 

15200   2145 3177 3733 4170 4587 4986 

15250   2150 3185 3744 4182 4600 5000 

Basic Child Support Schedule

Combined 
Adjusted Net 

Income
  One Child Two 

Children
Three 

Children
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Children
Five 

Children
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Children

               
15300   2155 3192 3752 4191 4610 5011 

15350   2161 3200 3760 4200 4620 5022 

15400   2166 3207 3769 4210 4631 5034 

15450   2171 3215 3777 4219 4641 5045 

15500   2176 3222 3786 4229 4651 5056 

15550   2181 3229 3794 4238 4662 5067 

15600   2186 3237 3802 4247 4672 5078 

15650   2192 3244 3811 4257 4682 5090 

15700   2197 3252 3819 4266 4693 5101 

15750   2202 3259 3828 4275 4703 5112 

15800   2207 3266 3836 4285 4713 5123 

15850   2212 3274 3844 4294 4724 5135 

15900   2218 3281 3853 4304 4734 5146 

15950   2223 3289 3861 4313 4744 5157 

16000   2228 3296 3870 4322 4754 5168 

16050   2233 3304 3878 4332 4765 5179 

16100   2238 3311 3886 4341 4775 5191 

16150   2244 3318 3895 4350 4785 5202 

16200   2249 3326 3903 4360 4796 5213 

16250   2254 3333 3911 4369 4806 5224 

16300   2259 3341 3920 4378 4816 5235 

16350   2264 3348 3928 4388 4827 5247 

16400   2269 3355 3937 4397 4837 5258 

16450   2275 3363 3945 4407 4847 5269 

16500   2280 3370 3953 4416 4858 5280 

16550   2285 3378 3962 4425 4868 5291 

16600   2290 3385 3970 4435 4878 5303 

16650   2295 3393 3979 4444 4888 5314 

16700   2301 3400 3987 4453 4899 5325 

16750   2306 3407 3995 4463 4909 5336 

16800   2311 3415 4004 4472 4919 5347 

16850   2316 3422 4012 4482 4930 5359 

16900   2321 3430 4021 4491 4940 5370 

16950   2327 3437 4029 4500 4950 5381 

17000   2332 3445 4037 4510 4961 5392 

17050   2337 3452 4046 4519 4971 5403 

17100   2342 3459 4054 4528 4981 5415 

17150   2347 3467 4062 4538 4992 5426 

17200   2352 3474 4071 4547 5002 5437 

17250   2358 3482 4079 4557 5012 5448 

17300   2363 3489 4088 4566 5023 5459 

17350   2368 3496 4096 4575 5033 5471 

17400   2373 3504 4104 4585 5043 5482 

17450   2378 3511 4113 4594 5053 5493 

17500   2384 3519 4121 4603 5064 5504 

17550   2389 3526 4130 4613 5074 5515 

17600   2394 3534 4138 4622 5084 5527 

17650   2399 3541 4146 4632 5095 5538 

17700   2404 3548 4155 4641 5105 5549 

17750   2410 3556 4163 4650 5115 5560 

17800   2415 3563 4172 4660 5126 5572 

17850   2420 3571 4180 4669 5136 5583 

17900   2425 3578 4188 4678 5146 5594 

17950   2430 3585 4197 4688 5157 5605 

18000   2435 3593 4205 4697 5167 5616 

18050   2441 3600 4214 4706 5177 5628 

18100   2446 3608 4222 4716 5187 5639 
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18150   2451 3615 4230 4725 5198 5650 

18200   2456 3623 4239 4735 5208 5661 

18250   2461 3630 4247 4744 5218 5672 

18300   2467 3637 4255 4753 5229 5684 

18350   2472 3645 4264 4763 5239 5695 

18400   2477 3652 4272 4772 5249 5706 

18450   2482 3660 4281 4781 5260 5717 

18500   2487 3667 4289 4791 5270 5728 

18550   2493 3674 4297 4800 5280 5740 

18600   2498 3682 4306 4810 5291 5751 

18650   2503 3689 4314 4819 5301 5762 

18700   2508 3697 4323 4828 5311 5773 

18750   2513 3704 4331 4838 5321 5784 

18800   2519 3712 4339 4847 5332 5796 

18850   2524 3719 4348 4856 5342 5807 

18900   2529 3726 4356 4866 5352 5818 

18950   2534 3734 4365 4875 5363 5829 

19000   2539 3741 4373 4885 5373 5840 

19050   2544 3749 4381 4894 5383 5852 

19100   2550 3756 4390 4903 5394 5863 

19150   2555 3763 4398 4913 5404 5874 

19200   2560 3771 4406 4922 5414 5885 

19250   2565 3778 4415 4931 5425 5896 

19300   2570 3786 4423 4941 5435 5908 

19350   2576 3793 4432 4950 5445 5919 

19400   2581 3801 4440 4960 5455 5930 

19450   2586 3808 4448 4969 5466 5941 

19500   2591 3815 4457 4978 5476 5953 

19550   2596 3823 4465 4988 5486 5964 

19600   2602 3830 4474 4997 5497 5975 

19650   2607 3838 4482 5006 5507 5986 

19700   2612 3845 4490 5016 5517 5997 

19750   2617 3852 4499 5025 5528 6009 

19800   2622 3860 4507 5034 5538 6020 

19850   2627 3867 4516 5044 5548 6031 

19900   2633 3875 4524 5053 5559 6042 

19950   2638 3882 4532 5063 5569 6053 

20000   2643 3890 4541 5072 5579 6065 

20050   2648 3897 4549 5081 5589 6076 

20100   2653 3904 4557 5091 5600 6087 

20150   2659 3912 4566 5100 5610 6098 

20200   2664 3919 4574 5109 5620 6109 

20250   2669 3927 4583 5119 5631 6121 

20300   2674 3934 4591 5128 5641 6132 

20350   2679 3941 4599 5138 5651 6143 

20400   2685 3949 4608 5147 5662 6154 

20450   2690 3956 4616 5156 5672 6165 

20500   2695 3964 4625 5166 5682 6177 

20550   2700 3971 4633 5175 5693 6188 

20600   2705 3979 4641 5184 5703 6199 

20650   2710 3986 4650 5194 5713 6210 

20700   2716 3993 4658 5203 5723 6221 

20750   2721 4001 4667 5213 5734 6233 

20800   2726 4008 4675 5222 5744 6244 

20850   2731 4016 4683 5231 5754 6255 

20900   2736 4023 4692 5241 5765 6266 

20950   2742 4030 4700 5250 5775 6277 
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21000   2747 4038 4709 5259 5785 6289 

21050   2752 4045 4717 5269 5796 6300 

21100   2757 4053 4725 5278 5806 6311 

21150   2762 4060 4734 5288 5816 6322 

21200   2768 4068 4742 5297 5827 6333 

21250   2773 4075 4750 5306 5837 6345 

21300   2778 4082 4759 5316 5847 6356 

21350   2783 4090 4767 5325 5858 6367 

21400   2788 4097 4776 5334 5868 6378 

21450   2793 4105 4784 5344 5878 6390 

21500   2799 4112 4792 5353 5888 6401 

21550   2804 4119 4801 5362 5899 6412 

21600   2809 4127 4809 5372 5909 6423 

21650   2814 4134 4818 5381 5919 6434 

21700   2819 4142 4826 5391 5930 6446 

21750   2825 4149 4834 5400 5940 6457 

21800   2830 4157 4843 5409 5950 6468 

21850   2835 4164 4851 5419 5961 6479 

21900   2840 4171 4860 5428 5971 6490 

21950   2845 4173 4862 5430 5974 6493 

22000   2850 4174 4862 5431 5974 6494 

22050   2854 4174 4863 5432 5975 6495 

22100   2859 4175 4863 5432 5976 6495 

22150   2864 4175 4864 5433 5976 6496 

22200   2869 4176 4864 5434 5977 6497 

22250   2873 4176 4865 5434 5978 6498 

22300   2878 4177 4866 5435 5978 6498 

22350   2883 4177 4866 5435 5979 6499 

22400   2888 4178 4867 5436 5980 6500 

22450   2892 4178 4867 5437 5980 6501 

22500   2897 4179 4868 5437 5981 6501 

22550   2902 4179 4868 5438 5982 6502 

22600   2907 4179 4869 5439 5982 6503 

22650   2911 4180 4869 5439 5983 6504 

22700   2916 4180 4870 5440 5984 6504 

22750   2921 4181 4871 5440 5984 6505 

22800   2926 4181 4871 5441 5985 6506 

22850   2930 4182 4872 5442 5986 6507 

22900   2935 4182 4872 5442 5986 6507 

22950   2940 4183 4873 5443 5987 6508 

23000   2945 4183 4873 5443 5988 6509 

23050   2949 4184 4874 5444 5989 6510 

23100   2954 4184 4874 5445 5989 6510 

23150   2959 4185 4875 5445 5990 6511 

23200   2963 4185 4876 5446 5991 6512 

23250   2968 4186 4876 5447 5991 6513 

23300   2973 4186 4877 5447 5992 6513 

23350   2978 4187 4877 5448 5993 6514 

23400   2982 4187 4878 5448 5993 6515 

23450   2987 4188 4878 5449 5994 6515 

23500   2992 4188 4879 5450 5995 6516 

23550   2997 4189 4879 5450 5995 6517 

23600   3001 4189 4880 5451 5996 6518 

23650   3006 4189 4881 5452 5997 6518 

23700   3011 4190 4881 5452 5997 6519 

23750   3016 4190 4882 5453 5998 6520 

23800   3020 4191 4882 5453 5999 6521 
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23850   3025 4191 4883 5454 5999 6521 

23900   3030 4192 4883 5455 6000 6522 

23950   3035 4192 4884 5455 6001 6523 

24000   3039 4193 4884 5456 6002 6524 

24050   3044 4193 4885 5457 6002 6524 

24100   3049 4194 4886 5457 6003 6525 

24150   3054 4194 4886 5458 6004 6526 

24200   3058 4195 4887 5458 6004 6527 

24250   3063 4195 4887 5459 6005 6527 

24300   3068 4196 4888 5460 6006 6528 

24350   3072 4196 4888 5460 6006 6529 

24400   3077 4197 4889 5461 6007 6530 

24450   3082 4197 4889 5462 6008 6530 

24500   3087 4198 4890 5462 6008 6531 

24550   3091 4198 4891 5463 6009 6532 

24600   3096 4199 4891 5463 6010 6533 

24650   3101 4199 4892 5464 6010 6533 

24700   3106 4200 4892 5465 6011 6534 

24750   3110 4200 4893 5465 6012 6535 

24800   3115 4200 4893 5466 6012 6536 

24850   3120 4201 4894 5466 6013 6536 

24900   3125 4201 4894 5467 6014 6537 

24950   3129 4202 4895 5468 6014 6538 

25000   3134 4202 4896 5468 6015 6538 

25050   3139 4203 4896 5469 6016 6539 

25100   3144 4203 4897 5470 6017 6540 

25150   3148 4204 4897 5470 6017 6541 

25200   3153 4204 4898 5471 6018 6541 

25250   3158 4205 4898 5471 6019 6542 

25300   3162 4205 4899 5472 6019 6543 

25350   3167 4206 4899 5473 6020 6544 

25400   3172 4206 4900 5473 6021 6544 

25450   3177 4207 4901 5474 6021 6545 

25500   3181 4207 4901 5475 6022 6546 

25550   3186 4208 4902 5475 6023 6547 

25600   3191 4208 4902 5476 6023 6547 

25650   3196 4209 4903 5476 6024 6548 

25700   3200 4209 4903 5477 6025 6549 

25750   3205 4210 4904 5478 6025 6550 

25800   3210 4210 4904 5478 6026 6550 

25850   3215 4210 4905 5479 6027 6551 

25900   3219 4211 4906 5480 6027 6552 

25950   3224 4211 4906 5480 6028 6553 

26000   3229 4212 4907 5481 6029 6553 

26050   3234 4212 4907 5481 6030 6554 

26100   3238 4213 4908 5482 6030 6555 

26150   3243 4213 4908 5483 6031 6556 

26200   3248 4214 4909 5483 6032 6556 

26250   3253 4214 4909 5484 6032 6557 

26300   3257 4215 4910 5484 6033 6558 

26350   3262 4215 4911 5485 6034 6559 

26400   3267 4216 4911 5486 6034 6559 

26450   3271 4216 4912 5486 6035 6560 

26500   3276 4217 4912 5487 6036 6561 

26550   3281 4217 4913 5488 6036 6562 

26600   3286 4218 4913 5488 6037 6562 
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26650   3290 4218 4914 5489 6038 6563 

26700   3295 4219 4914 5489 6038 6564 

26750   3300 4219 4915 5490 6039 6564 

26800   3305 4220 4916 5491 6040 6565 

26850   3309 4220 4916 5491 6040 6566 

26900   3314 4221 4917 5492 6041 6567 

26950   3319 4221 4917 5493 6042 6567 

27000   3324 4221 4918 5493 6042 6568 

27050   3328 4222 4918 5494 6043 6569 

27100   3333 4222 4919 5494 6044 6570 

27150   3338 4223 4919 5495 6045 6570 

27200   3343 4223 4920 5496 6045 6571 

27250   3347 4224 4921 5496 6046 6572 

27300   3352 4224 4921 5497 6047 6573 

27350   3357 4225 4922 5498 6047 6573 

27400   3362 4225 4922 5498 6048 6574 

27450   3366 4226 4923 5499 6049 6575 

27500   3371 4226 4923 5499 6049 6576 

27550   3376 4227 4924 5500 6050 6576 

27600   3380 4227 4924 5501 6051 6577 

27650   3385 4228 4925 5501 6051 6578 

27700   3390 4228 4926 5502 6052 6579 

27750   3395 4229 4926 5502 6053 6579 

27800   3399 4229 4927 5503 6053 6580 

27850   3404 4230 4927 5504 6054 6581 

27900   3409 4230 4928 5504 6055 6582 

27950   3414 4231 4928 5505 6055 6582 

28000   3418 4231 4929 5506 6056 6583 

28050   3423 4231 4929 5506 6057 6584 

28100   3428 4232 4930 5507 6058 6585 

28150   3433 4232 4931 5507 6058 6585 

28200   3437 4233 4931 5508 6059 6586 

28250   3442 4233 4932 5509 6060 6587 

28300   3447 4234 4932 5509 6060 6587 

28350   3452 4234 4933 5510 6061 6588 

28400   3456 4235 4933 5511 6062 6589 

28450   3461 4235 4934 5511 6062 6590 

28500   3466 4236 4934 5512 6063 6590 

28550   3471 4236 4935 5512 6064 6591 

28600   3475 4237 4936 5513 6064 6592 

28650   3480 4237 4936 5514 6065 6593 

28700   3485 4238 4937 5514 6066 6593 

28750   3489 4238 4937 5515 6066 6594 

28800   3494 4239 4938 5516 6067 6595 

28850   3499 4239 4938 5516 6068 6596 

28900   3504 4240 4939 5517 6068 6596 

28950   3508 4240 4939 5517 6069 6597 

29000   3513 4241 4940 5518 6070 6598 

29050   3518 4241 4941 5519 6070 6599 

29100   3523 4242 4941 5519 6071 6599 

29150   3527 4242 4942 5520 6072 6600 

29200   3532 4242 4942 5520 6073 6601 

29250   3537 4243 4943 5521 6073 6602 

29300   3542 4243 4943 5522 6074 6602 

29350   3546 4244 4944 5522 6075 6603 

29400   3551 4244 4944 5523 6075 6604 
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29450   3556 4245 4945 5524 6076 6605 

29500   3561 4245 4946 5524 6077 6605 

29550   3565 4246 4946 5525 6077 6606 

29600   3570 4246 4947 5525 6078 6607 

29650   3575 4247 4947 5526 6079 6608 

29700   3580 4247 4948 5527 6079 6608 

29750   3584 4248 4948 5527 6080 6609 

29800   3589 4248 4949 5528 6081 6610 

29850   3594 4249 4949 5529 6081 6611 

29900   3598 4249 4950 5529 6082 6611 

29950   3603 4250 4951 5530 6083 6612 

30000   3608 4250 4951 5530 6083 6613 

<The following schedule is to be added.>
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1300   41 41 41 42 42 43 

1350   86 86 87 88 89 90 

1400   131 132 133 135 136 138 

1450   176 177 179 181 183 185 

1500   221 223 225 228 230 233 

1550   266 268 271 274 277 280 

1600   311 314 317 321 324 328 

1650   356 359 363 367 371 375 

1700   392 405 409 414 418 423 

1750   403 450 455 460 465 470 

1800   415 496 501 507 512 518 

1850   426 541 547 553 559 565 

1900   438 587 593 600 606 613 

1950   449 632 639 646 653 660 

2000   461 678 685 693 700 708 

2050   472 719 731 739 747 755 

2100   484 737 777 786 794 803 

2150   495 754 823 832 841 850 

2200   507 772 869 879 888 898 

2250   518 789 915 925 935 945 

2300   530 807 961 972 982 993 

2350   541 825 997 1018 1029 1040 

2400   553 842 1018 1065 1076 1088 

2450   565 860 1039 1111 1123 1135 

2500   576 877 1060 1158 1170 1183 

2550   588 895 1082 1204 1217 1230 

2600   599 912 1103 1232 1264 1278 

2650   611 930 1124 1255 1311 1325 

2700   622 947 1145 1279 1358 1373 

2750   634 965 1166 1303 1405 1420 

2800   645 982 1188 1327 1452 1468 

2850   657 1000 1209 1350 1485 1515 

2900   668 1017 1230 1374 1511 1563 

2950   680 1035 1251 1398 1537 1610 

3000   691 1053 1272 1421 1563 1658 

3050   703 1070 1294 1445 1589 1705 

3100   714 1088 1315 1469 1616 1753 
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3150   726 1105 1336 1492 1642 1784 

3200   737 1123 1357 1516 1668 1813 

3250   749 1140 1378 1540 1694 1841 

3300   760 1156 1396 1560 1716 1865 

3350   772 1171 1414 1579 1737 1888 

3400   783 1186 1431 1599 1759 1912 

3450   795 1201 1449 1618 1780 1935 

3500   806 1217 1466 1638 1801 1958 

3550   818 1232 1484 1657 1823 1981 

3600   829 1247 1501 1677 1844 2005 

3650   841 1262 1518 1696 1866 2028 

3700   853 1277 1536 1715 1887 2051 

3750   864 1293 1553 1735 1908 2074 

3800   875 1309 1573 1757 1932 2101 

3850   885 1326 1593 1779 1957 2127 

3900   895 1343 1613 1802 1982 2154 

3950   906 1360 1633 1824 2007 2181 

4000   916 1377 1653 1847 2031 2208 

4050   927 1394 1673 1869 2056 2235 

4100   937 1411 1693 1892 2081 2262 

4150   948 1428 1713 1914 2105 2289 

4200   958 1445 1734 1936 2130 2315 

4250   968 1462 1754 1959 2155 2342 

4300   977 1476 1770 1977 2174 2364 

4350   986 1489 1785 1994 2193 2384 

4400   994 1501 1800 2010 2211 2404 

4450   1003 1514 1815 2027 2230 2424 

4500   1011 1527 1830 2044 2248 2444 

4550   1020 1539 1845 2061 2267 2464 

4600   1028 1552 1860 2077 2285 2484 

4650   1037 1565 1875 2094 2303 2504 

4700   1045 1577 1890 2111 2322 2524 

4750   1054 1590 1905 2128 2340 2544 

4800   1060 1599 1915 2139 2353 2557 

4850   1065 1606 1923 2148 2363 2569 

4900   1070 1614 1932 2158 2374 2580 

4950   1075 1621 1940 2167 2384 2591 

5000   1080 1629 1949 2177 2394 2603 

5050   1086 1636 1957 2186 2405 2614 

5100   1091 1644 1966 2196 2415 2625 

5150   1096 1651 1974 2205 2426 2637 

5200   1101 1659 1983 2215 2436 2648 

5250   1107 1666 1991 2224 2447 2660 

5300   1111 1672 1997 2230 2453 2667 

5350   1116 1677 2001 2235 2459 2673 

5400   1121 1683 2006 2240 2464 2679 

5450   1126 1688 2010 2245 2470 2684 

5500   1130 1694 2014 2250 2475 2690 

5550   1135 1699 2019 2255 2480 2696 

5600   1140 1704 2023 2260 2486 2702 

5650   1144 1710 2028 2265 2491 2708 

5700   1149 1715 2032 2270 2497 2714 

5750   1154 1721 2036 2275 2502 2720 

5800   1160 1730 2048 2288 2517 2736 

5850   1166 1741 2063 2304 2535 2755 

5900   1173 1752 2078 2321 2553 2775 

5950   1180 1763 2092 2337 2571 2794 

6000   1186 1774 2107 2353 2589 2814 
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6050   1193 1785 2121 2370 2607 2833 

6100   1199 1797 2136 2386 2625 2853 

6150   1206 1808 2151 2402 2643 2873 

6200   1212 1819 2165 2419 2661 2892 

6250   1219 1830 2180 2435 2679 2912 

6300   1224 1836 2187 2443 2687 2921 

6350   1228 1841 2191 2447 2692 2926 

6400   1232 1845 2195 2451 2696 2931 

6450   1236 1850 2198 2455 2701 2936 

6500   1240 1855 2202 2460 2706 2941 

6550   1244 1859 2206 2464 2710 2946 

6600   1248 1864 2209 2468 2715 2951 

6650   1252 1868 2213 2472 2719 2956 

6700   1256 1873 2217 2476 2724 2961 

6750   1260 1877 2221 2480 2728 2966 

6800   1265 1884 2227 2487 2736 2974 

6850   1270 1891 2234 2496 2745 2984 

6900   1276 1898 2242 2504 2754 2994 

6950   1281 1906 2249 2512 2763 3004 

7000   1287 1913 2256 2520 2772 3014 

7050   1293 1920 2264 2529 2781 3023 

7100   1298 1928 2271 2537 2791 3033 

7150   1304 1935 2278 2545 2800 3043 

7200   1309 1942 2286 2553 2809 3053 

7250   1315 1950 2293 2562 2818 3063 

7300   1322 1960 2304 2574 2831 3078 

7350   1330 1971 2317 2588 2847 3095 

7400   1339 1983 2330 2603 2863 3112 

7450   1347 1994 2343 2617 2879 3129 

7500   1355 2006 2356 2631 2894 3146 

7550   1363 2018 2368 2646 2910 3163 

7600   1372 2029 2381 2660 2926 3180 

7650   1380 2041 2394 2674 2942 3198 

7700   1388 2052 2407 2689 2958 3215 

7750   1396 2064 2420 2703 2973 3232 

7800   1405 2076 2433 2717 2989 3249 

7850   1413 2087 2446 2732 3005 3266 

7900   1421 2099 2458 2746 3021 3283 

7950   1430 2110 2471 2760 3036 3301 

8000   1438 2122 2484 2775 3052 3318 

8050   1445 2133 2497 2789 3068 3335 

8100   1451 2143 2510 2804 3084 3352 

8150   1457 2153 2523 2818 3100 3370 

8200   1463 2162 2536 2833 3116 3387 

8250   1469 2172 2549 2847 3132 3404 

8300   1475 2182 2562 2861 3148 3421 

8350   1481 2192 2575 2876 3163 3439 

8400   1487 2202 2588 2890 3179 3456 

8450   1493 2212 2601 2905 3195 3473 

8500   1499 2222 2613 2919 3211 3491 

8550   1505 2232 2626 2934 3227 3508 

8600   1511 2242 2639 2948 3243 3525 

8650   1517 2252 2652 2963 3259 3542 

8700   1523 2262 2665 2977 3275 3560 

8750   1529 2272 2678 2992 3291 3577 

8800   1535 2280 2688 3002 3303 3590 

8850   1539 2286 2695 3010 3311 3599 

8900   1544 2293 2702 3018 3320 3609 

Basic Child Support Schedule
Combined 

Adjusted Net 
Income

  One Child Two 
Children

Three 
Children

Four 
Children

Five 
Children

Six 
Children

8950   1549 2300 2709 3026 3329 3619 

9000   1553 2306 2717 3034 3338 3628 

9050   1558 2313 2724 3042 3347 3638 

9100   1563 2319 2731 3050 3355 3647 

9150   1567 2326 2738 3058 3364 3657 

9200   1572 2332 2745 3066 3373 3667 

9250   1577 2339 2752 3075 3382 3676 

9300   1582 2345 2760 3083 3391 3686 

9350   1586 2352 2767 3091 3400 3695 

9400   1591 2359 2774 3099 3408 3705 

9450   1596 2365 2781 3107 3417 3715 

9500   1600 2372 2788 3115 3426 3724 

9550   1606 2379 2796 3123 3436 3735 

9600   1612 2387 2804 3133 3446 3746 

9650   1618 2395 2813 3142 3456 3757 

9700   1624 2403 2821 3151 3466 3768 

9750   1630 2411 2829 3160 3476 3779 

9800   1636 2419 2838 3170 3487 3790 

9850   1642 2427 2846 3179 3497 3801 

9900   1648 2435 2854 3188 3507 3812 

9950   1654 2443 2863 3197 3517 3823 

10000   1661 2452 2871 3207 3527 3834 

10050   1667 2460 2879 3216 3538 3845 

10100   1673 2468 2887 3225 3548 3856 

10150   1679 2476 2896 3235 3558 3868 

10200   1685 2484 2904 3244 3568 3879 

10250   1691 2492 2912 3253 3578 3890 

10300   1697 2500 2921 3262 3589 3901 

10350   1703 2508 2929 3272 3599 3912 

10400   1709 2516 2937 3281 3609 3923 

10450   1715 2524 2946 3290 3619 3934 

10500   1721 2532 2954 3299 3629 3945 

10550   1726 2539 2960 3307 3637 3954 

10600   1730 2543 2965 3312 3643 3960 

10650   1734 2548 2970 3317 3649 3966 

10700   1738 2553 2974 3322 3654 3972 

10750   1742 2558 2979 3327 3660 3979 

10800   1745 2563 2984 3333 3666 3985 

10850   1749 2568 2988 3338 3672 3991 

10900   1753 2573 2993 3343 3677 3997 

10950   1757 2577 2997 3348 3683 4003 

11000   1761 2582 3002 3353 3689 4010 

11050   1765 2587 3007 3358 3694 4016 

11100   1769 2592 3011 3364 3700 4022 

11150   1772 2597 3016 3369 3706 4028 

11200   1776 2602 3021 3374 3711 4034 

11250   1780 2606 3025 3379 3717 4041 

11300   1784 2611 3030 3384 3723 4047 

11350   1788 2616 3035 3390 3729 4053 

11400   1792 2621 3039 3395 3734 4059 

11450   1796 2626 3044 3400 3740 4065 

11500   1799 2631 3048 3405 3746 4071 

11550   1805 2638 3057 3414 3756 4082 

11600   1812 2649 3069 3428 3771 4099 

11650   1819 2659 3081 3442 3786 4116 

11700   1826 2670 3094 3456 3801 4132 

11750   1833 2680 3106 3470 3817 4149 

11800   1840 2691 3119 3484 3832 4165 
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Basic Child Support Schedule
Combined 

Adjusted Net 
Income

  One Child Two 
Children

Three 
Children

Four 
Children

Five 
Children

Six 
Children

11850   1848 2702 3131 3498 3847 4182 

11900   1855 2712 3144 3511 3863 4199 

11950   1862 2723 3156 3525 3878 4215 

12000   1869 2733 3169 3539 3893 4232 

12050   1876 2744 3181 3553 3909 4249 

12100   1883 2754 3193 3567 3924 4265 

12150   1890 2765 3206 3581 3939 4282 

12200   1897 2776 3218 3595 3954 4298 

12250   1905 2786 3231 3609 3970 4315 

12300   1912 2797 3243 3623 3985 4332 

12350   1919 2807 3256 3637 4000 4348 

12400   1926 2818 3268 3651 4016 4365 

12450   1933 2829 3281 3664 4031 4382 

12500   1940 2839 3293 3678 4046 4398 

12550   1947 2850 3305 3692 4061 4415 

12600   1955 2860 3318 3706 4077 4431 

12650   1962 2871 3330 3720 4092 4448 

12700   1969 2881 3343 3734 4107 4465 

12750   1976 2892 3355 3748 4123 4481 

12800   1983 2903 3368 3762 4138 4498 

12850   1990 2913 3380 3776 4153 4515 

12900   1997 2924 3393 3790 4169 4531 

12950   2004 2934 3405 3803 4184 4548 

13000   2012 2945 3418 3817 4199 4564 

13050   2018 2954 3428 3829 4212 4579 

13100   2024 2962 3436 3838 4222 4589 

13150   2030 2969 3444 3847 4231 4599 

13200   2035 2977 3451 3855 4241 4610 

13250   2041 2984 3459 3864 4250 4620 

13300   2047 2992 3467 3872 4260 4630 

13350   2052 2999 3474 3881 4269 4640 

13400   2058 3007 3482 3890 4279 4651 

13450   2064 3014 3490 3898 4288 4661 

13500   2069 3022 3498 3907 4297 4671 

13550   2075 3029 3505 3915 4307 4682 

13600   2081 3037 3513 3924 4316 4692 

13650   2086 3044 3521 3933 4326 4702 

13700   2092 3052 3528 3941 4335 4713 

13750   2098 3060 3536 3950 4345 4723 

13800   2104 3067 3544 3958 4354 4733 

13850   2109 3075 3552 3967 4364 4743 

13900   2115 3082 3559 3976 4373 4754 

13950   2121 3090 3567 3984 4383 4764 

14000   2126 3097 3575 3993 4392 4774 

14050   2132 3105 3582 4002 4402 4785 

14100   2138 3112 3590 4010 4411 4795 

14150   2143 3120 3598 4019 4421 4805 

14200   2149 3127 3606 4027 4430 4815 

14250   2155 3135 3613 4036 4440 4826 

14300   2160 3142 3621 4045 4449 4836 

14350   2166 3150 3629 4053 4458 4846 

14400   2172 3157 3636 4062 4468 4857 

14450   2177 3165 3644 4070 4477 4867 

14500   2183 3172 3652 4079 4487 4877 

14550   2189 3180 3659 4088 4496 4888 

14600   2195 3187 3667 4096 4506 4898 

14650   2200 3195 3675 4105 4515 4908 

14700   2206 3202 3683 4113 4525 4918 

Basic Child Support Schedule
Combined 

Adjusted Net 
Income

  One Child Two 
Children

Three 
Children

Four 
Children

Five 
Children

Six 
Children

14750   2212 3210 3690 4122 4534 4929 

14800   2217 3217 3698 4131 4544 4939 

14850   2223 3225 3706 4139 4553 4949 

14900   2229 3232 3713 4148 4563 4960 

14950   2234 3240 3721 4157 4572 4970 

15000   2240 3247 3729 4165 4582 4980 

15050   2246 3255 3738 4175 4592 4992 

15100   2251 3264 3749 4188 4607 5007 

15150   2256 3272 3761 4201 4621 5023 

15200   2261 3281 3772 4214 4635 5038 

15250   2266 3290 3784 4227 4649 5054 

15300   2271 3298 3796 4240 4664 5069 

15350   2276 3307 3807 4253 4678 5085 

15400   2281 3315 3819 4265 4692 5100 

15450   2286 3324 3830 4278 4706 5116 

15500   2290 3333 3842 4291 4720 5131 

15550   2295 3341 3853 4304 4735 5147 

15600   2300 3350 3865 4317 4749 5162 

15650   2305 3358 3877 4330 4763 5178 

15700   2310 3367 3888 4343 4777 5193 

15750   2315 3376 3900 4356 4792 5208 

15800   2320 3384 3911 4369 4806 5224 

15850   2325 3393 3923 4382 4820 5239 

15900   2330 3401 3934 4395 4834 5255 

15950   2335 3410 3946 4408 4849 5270 

16000   2340 3418 3958 4421 4863 5286 

16050   2345 3427 3969 4434 4877 5301 

16100   2350 3436 3981 4447 4891 5317 

16150   2355 3444 3992 4459 4905 5332 

16200   2360 3453 4004 4472 4920 5348 

16250   2365 3461 4016 4485 4934 5363 

16300   2370 3470 4027 4498 4948 5379 

16350   2375 3479 4039 4511 4962 5394 

16400   2380 3487 4050 4524 4977 5410 

16450   2385 3496 4062 4537 4991 5425 

16500   2390 3504 4073 4550 5005 5440 

16550   2395 3513 4085 4563 5019 5456 

16600   2400 3522 4097 4576 5034 5471 

16650   2405 3530 4108 4589 5048 5487 

16700   2410 3539 4120 4602 5062 5502 

16750   2415 3547 4131 4615 5076 5518 

16800   2420 3556 4143 4628 5090 5533 

16850   2425 3564 4155 4641 5105 5549 

16900   2430 3573 4166 4654 5119 5564 

16950   2435 3582 4178 4666 5133 5580 

17000   2440 3590 4189 4679 5147 5595 

17050   2445 3599 4201 4692 5162 5611 

17100   2450 3607 4212 4705 5176 5626 

17150   2455 3616 4224 4718 5190 5642 

17200   2460 3625 4236 4731 5204 5657 

17250   2465 3633 4247 4744 5218 5672 

17300   2470 3642 4259 4757 5233 5688 

17350   2475 3650 4270 4770 5247 5703 

17400   2480 3659 4282 4783 5261 5719 

17450   2485 3668 4293 4796 5275 5734 

17500   2490 3676 4305 4809 5290 5750 

17550   2495 3685 4317 4822 5304 5765 

17600   2500 3693 4328 4835 5318 5781 
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Adjusted Net 
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  One Child Two 
Children
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Children
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Children

Five 
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Six 
Children

17650   2505 3702 4340 4848 5332 5796 

17700   2510 3710 4351 4860 5347 5812 

17750   2515 3719 4363 4873 5361 5827 

17800   2520 3728 4375 4886 5375 5843 

17850   2525 3736 4386 4899 5389 5858 

17900   2530 3745 4398 4912 5403 5874 

17950   2535 3753 4409 4925 5418 5889 

18000   2540 3762 4421 4938 5432 5904 

18050   2545 3770 4432 4951 5446 5919 

18100   2551 3778 4440 4960 5456 5931 

18150   2556 3785 4449 4969 5466 5942 

18200   2561 3793 4457 4979 5477 5953 

18250   2566 3800 4466 4988 5487 5964 

18300   2571 3808 4474 4997 5497 5975 

18350   2577 3815 4482 5007 5507 5987 

18400   2582 3822 4491 5016 5518 5998 

18450   2587 3830 4499 5026 5528 6009 

18500   2592 3837 4508 5035 5538 6020 

18550   2597 3845 4516 5044 5549 6031 

18600   2602 3852 4524 5054 5559 6043 

18650   2608 3859 4533 5063 5569 6054 

18700   2613 3867 4541 5072 5580 6065 

18750   2618 3874 4549 5082 5590 6076 

18800   2623 3882 4558 5091 5600 6087 

18850   2628 3889 4566 5101 5611 6099 

18900   2634 3897 4575 5110 5621 6110 

18950   2639 3904 4583 5119 5631 6121 

19000   2644 3911 4591 5129 5642 6132 

19050   2649 3919 4600 5138 5652 6144 

19100   2654 3926 4608 5147 5662 6155 

19150   2660 3934 4617 5157 5672 6166 

19200   2665 3941 4625 5166 5683 6177 

19250   2670 3948 4633 5176 5693 6188 

19300   2675 3956 4642 5185 5703 6200 

19350   2680 3963 4650 5194 5714 6211 

19400   2685 3971 4659 5204 5724 6222 

19450   2691 3978 4667 5213 5734 6233 

19500   2696 3986 4675 5222 5745 6244 

19550   2701 3993 4684 5232 5755 6256 

19600   2706 4000 4692 5241 5765 6267 

19650   2711 4008 4701 5250 5776 6278 

19700   2717 4015 4709 5260 5786 6289 

19750   2722 4023 4717 5269 5796 6300 

19800   2727 4030 4726 5279 5806 6312 

19850   2732 4037 4734 5288 5817 6323 

19900   2737 4045 4742 5297 5827 6334 

19950   2743 4052 4751 5307 5837 6345 

20000   2748 4060 4759 5316 5848 6356 

20050   2753 4067 4768 5325 5858 6368 

20100   2758 4075 4776 5335 5868 6379 

20150   2763 4082 4784 5344 5879 6390 

20200   2769 4089 4793 5354 5889 6401 

20250   2774 4097 4801 5363 5899 6412 

20300   2779 4104 4810 5372 5910 6424 

20350   2784 4112 4818 5382 5920 6435 

20400   2789 4119 4826 5391 5930 6446 

20450   2794 4126 4835 5400 5940 6457 

20500   2800 4134 4843 5410 5951 6468 

Basic Child Support Schedule
Combined 

Adjusted Net 
Income

  One Child Two 
Children

Three 
Children

Four 
Children

Five 
Children

Six 
Children

20550   2805 4141 4852 5419 5961 6480 

20600   2810 4149 4860 5429 5971 6491 

20650   2815 4156 4868 5438 5982 6502 

20700   2820 4164 4877 5447 5992 6513 

20750   2826 4171 4885 5457 6002 6525 

20800   2831 4178 4893 5466 6013 6536 

20850   2836 4186 4902 5475 6023 6547 

20900   2841 4193 4910 5485 6033 6558 

20950   2846 4201 4919 5494 6044 6569 

21000   2852 4208 4927 5504 6054 6581 

21050   2857 4215 4935 5513 6064 6592 

21100   2862 4223 4944 5522 6074 6603 

21150   2867 4230 4952 5532 6085 6614 

21200   2872 4238 4961 5541 6095 6625 

21250   2877 4245 4969 5550 6105 6637 

21300   2883 4253 4977 5560 6116 6648 

21350   2888 4260 4986 5569 6126 6659 

21400   2893 4267 4994 5578 6136 6670 

21450   2898 4275 5003 5588 6147 6681 

21500   2903 4282 5011 5597 6157 6693 

21550   2909 4290 5019 5607 6167 6704 

21600   2914 4297 5028 5616 6178 6715 

21650   2919 4304 5036 5625 6188 6726 

21700   2924 4312 5044 5635 6198 6737 

21750   2929 4319 5053 5644 6208 6749 

21800   2935 4327 5061 5653 6219 6760 

21850   2940 4334 5070 5663 6229 6771 

21900   2945 4342 5078 5672 6239 6782 

21950   2950 4349 5086 5682 6250 6793 

22000   2955 4356 5095 5691 6260 6805 

22050   2960 4364 5103 5700 6270 6816 

22100   2966 4371 5112 5710 6281 6827 

22150   2971 4379 5120 5719 6291 6838 

22200   2976 4386 5128 5728 6301 6849 

22250   2981 4393 5137 5738 6312 6861 

22300   2986 4401 5145 5747 6322 6872 

22350   2992 4408 5154 5757 6332 6883 

22400   2997 4416 5162 5766 6342 6894 

22450   3002 4423 5170 5775 6353 6905 

22500   3007 4431 5179 5785 6363 6917 

22550   3012 4438 5187 5794 6373 6928 

22600   3018 4445 5196 5803 6384 6939 

22650   3023 4453 5204 5813 6394 6950 

22700   3028 4460 5212 5822 6404 6962 

22750   3033 4468 5221 5832 6415 6973 

22800   3038 4475 5229 5841 6425 6984 

22850   3043 4483 5237 5850 6435 6995 

22900   3049 4490 5246 5860 6446 7006 

22950   3054 4497 5254 5869 6456 7018 

23000   3059 4505 5263 5878 6466 7029 

23050   3064 4512 5271 5888 6477 7040 

23100   3069 4520 5279 5897 6487 7051 

23150   3075 4527 5288 5906 6497 7062 

23200   3080 4534 5296 5916 6507 7074 

23250   3085 4542 5305 5925 6518 7085 

23300   3090 4549 5313 5935 6528 7096 

23350   3095 4557 5321 5944 6538 7107 

23400   3101 4564 5330 5953 6549 7118 
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Children

Three 
Children

Four 
Children

Five 
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Six 
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23450   3106 4572 5338 5963 6559 7130 

23500   3111 4579 5347 5972 6569 7141 

23550   3116 4586 5355 5981 6580 7152 

23600   3121 4594 5363 5991 6590 7163 

23650   3126 4601 5372 6000 6600 7174 

23700   3132 4609 5380 6010 6611 7186 

23750   3137 4616 5388 6019 6621 7197 

23800   3142 4623 5397 6028 6631 7208 

23850   3147 4631 5405 6038 6641 7219 

23900   3152 4638 5414 6047 6652 7230 

23950   3158 4646 5422 6056 6662 7242 

24000   3163 4653 5430 6066 6672 7253 

24050   3168 4661 5439 6075 6683 7264 

24100   3173 4668 5447 6085 6693 7275 

24150   3178 4675 5456 6094 6703 7286 

24200   3184 4683 5464 6103 6714 7298 

24250   3189 4690 5472 6113 6724 7309 

24300   3194 4698 5481 6122 6734 7320 

24350   3199 4705 5489 6131 6745 7331 

24400   3204 4712 5498 6141 6755 7343 

24450   3209 4720 5506 6150 6765 7354 

24500   3215 4727 5514 6160 6775 7365 

24550   3220 4735 5523 6169 6786 7376 

24600   3225 4742 5531 6178 6796 7387 

24650   3230 4750 5540 6188 6806 7399 

24700   3235 4757 5548 6197 6817 7410 

24750   3241 4764 5556 6206 6827 7421 

24800   3246 4772 5565 6216 6837 7432 

24850   3251 4779 5573 6225 6848 7443 

24900   3256 4787 5581 6234 6858 7455 

24950   3261 4794 5590 6244 6868 7466 

25000   3267 4801 5598 6253 6879 7477 

25050   3272 4809 5607 6263 6889 7488 

25100   3277 4816 5615 6272 6899 7499 

25150   3282 4824 5623 6281 6909 7511 

25200   3287 4831 5632 6291 6920 7522 

25250   3292 4839 5640 6300 6930 7533 

25300   3298 4846 5649 6309 6940 7544 

25350   3303 4853 5657 6319 6951 7555 

25400   3308 4861 5665 6328 6961 7567 

25450   3313 4868 5674 6338 6971 7578 

25500   3318 4876 5682 6347 6982 7589 

25550   3324 4883 5691 6356 6992 7600 

25600   3329 4890 5699 6366 7002 7611 

25650   3334 4898 5707 6375 7013 7623 

25700   3339 4905 5716 6384 7023 7634 

25750   3344 4913 5724 6394 7033 7645 

25800   3350 4920 5732 6403 7043 7656 

25850   3355 4928 5741 6413 7054 7667 

25900   3360 4935 5749 6422 7064 7679 

25950   3365 4942 5758 6431 7074 7690 

26000   3370 4943 5758 6432 7075 7691 

26050   3375 4944 5759 6433 7076 7692 

26100   3379 4944 5760 6433 7077 7692 

26150   3384 4944 5760 6434 7077 7693 

26200   3389 4945 5761 6435 7078 7694 

26250   3394 4945 5761 6435 7079 7695 

26300   3398 4946 5762 6436 7079 7695 

Basic Child Support Schedule
Combined 

Adjusted Net 
Income

  One Child Two 
Children

Three 
Children

Four 
Children

Five 
Children

Six 
Children

26350   3403 4946 5762 6436 7080 7696 

26400   3408 4947 5763 6437 7081 7697 

26450   3413 4947 5763 6438 7081 7698 

26500   3417 4948 5764 6438 7082 7698 

26550   3422 4948 5765 6439 7083 7699 

26600   3427 4949 5765 6440 7084 7700 

26650   3431 4949 5766 6440 7084 7701 

26700   3436 4950 5766 6441 7085 7701 

26750   3441 4950 5767 6441 7086 7702 

26800   3446 4951 5767 6442 7086 7703 

26850   3450 4951 5768 6443 7087 7704 

26900   3455 4952 5768 6443 7088 7704 

26950   3460 4952 5769 6444 7088 7705 

27000   3465 4953 5770 6445 7089 7706 

27050   3469 4953 5770 6445 7090 7706 

27100   3474 4954 5771 6446 7090 7707 

27150   3479 4954 5771 6446 7091 7708 

27200   3484 4954 5772 6447 7092 7709 

27250   3488 4955 5772 6448 7092 7709 

27300   3493 4955 5773 6448 7093 7710 

27350   3498 4956 5773 6449 7094 7711 

27400   3503 4956 5774 6450 7094 7712 

27450   3507 4957 5775 6450 7095 7712 

27500   3512 4957 5775 6451 7096 7713 

27550   3517 4958 5776 6451 7097 7714 

27600   3522 4958 5776 6452 7097 7715 

27650   3526 4959 5777 6453 7098 7715 

27700   3531 4959 5777 6453 7099 7716 

27750   3536 4960 5778 6454 7099 7717 

27800   3540 4960 5778 6454 7100 7718 

27850   3545 4961 5779 6455 7101 7718 

27900   3550 4961 5780 6456 7101 7719 

27950   3555 4962 5780 6456 7102 7720 

28000   3559 4962 5781 6457 7103 7721 

28050   3564 4963 5781 6458 7103 7721 

28100   3569 4963 5782 6458 7104 7722 

28150   3574 4964 5782 6459 7105 7723 

28200   3578 4964 5783 6459 7105 7724 

28250   3583 4965 5783 6460 7106 7724 

28300   3588 4965 5784 6461 7107 7725 

28350   3593 4965 5785 6461 7107 7726 

28400   3597 4966 5785 6462 7108 7727 

28450   3602 4966 5786 6463 7109 7727 

28500   3607 4967 5786 6463 7109 7728 

28550   3612 4967 5787 6464 7110 7729 

28600   3616 4968 5787 6464 7111 7730 

28650   3621 4968 5788 6465 7112 7730 

28700   3626 4969 5788 6466 7112 7731 

28750   3631 4969 5789 6466 7113 7732 

28800   3635 4970 5790 6467 7114 7732 

28850   3640 4970 5790 6468 7114 7733 

28900   3645 4971 5791 6468 7115 7734 

28950   3649 4971 5791 6469 7116 7735 

29000   3654 4972 5792 6469 7116 7735 

29050   3659 4972 5792 6470 7117 7736 

29100   3664 4973 5793 6471 7118 7737 

29150   3668 4973 5793 6471 7118 7738 

29200   3673 4974 5794 6472 7119 7738 
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Basic Child Support Schedule
Combined 

Adjusted Net 
Income

  One Child Two 
Children

Three 
Children

Four 
Children

Five 
Children

Six 
Children

29250   3678 4974 5795 6472 7120 7739 

29300   3683 4975 5795 6473 7120 7740 

29350   3687 4975 5796 6474 7121 7741 

29400   3692 4975 5796 6474 7122 7741 

29450   3697 4976 5797 6475 7122 7742 

29500   3702 4976 5797 6476 7123 7743 

29550   3706 4977 5798 6476 7124 7744 

29600   3711 4977 5798 6477 7125 7744 

29650   3716 4978 5799 6477 7125 7745 

29700   3721 4978 5800 6478 7126 7746 

29750   3725 4979 5800 6479 7127 7747 

29800   3730 4979 5801 6479 7127 7747 

29850   3735 4980 5801 6480 7128 7748 

29900   3740 4980 5802 6481 7129 7749 

29950   3744 4981 5802 6481 7129 7750 

30000   3749 4981 5803 6482 7130 7750 

Comment:  To the extent the parties share physical custody with the obligor having 40% 
or more of the annual overnights as set forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4(c), the formula 
in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4(a)(1)(Part D) or (a)(2)(Part II) should be used to calculate the 
appropriate shared custody adjustment.

Historical Commentary
	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2010
	 The basic child support schedule has been amended to reflect updated economic data. 
The schedule has been expanded to include all cases in which the parties’ combined net monthly 
income is $30,000 or less. It also reflects an increase in the Self-Support Reserve to $867, the 2008 
poverty level for one person. The schedule was further adjusted to incorporate an assumption that 
the children spend 30% of the time with the obligor.

Explanatory Comment—2013
	 The basic child support schedule has been amended to reflect updated economic data. It 
also reflects an increase in the Self-Support Reserve to $931, the 2012 poverty level for one person, 
which has been incorporated into the schedule.

Explanatory Comment—2021
	 Previously, the Basic Child Support Schedule incorporated a 30% child custody pre-
sumption, which created approximately a 5% decrease in the basic child support obligation across 
all combined monthly net incomes regardless of the actual custody schedule.  The new Basic Child 
Support Schedule reflects the actual expenses of an intact family living in a single household at the 
various combined monthly net incomes and the number of children with no shared custody adjust-
ment.
	 To the extent the parties share physical custody with the obligor having 40% or more 
of the annual overnights as set forth in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-4(c), the formula in Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-4(a)(1)(Part D) or (a)(2)(Part II) should be used to calculate the appropriate shared cus-
tody adjustment.
Rule 1910.16-3.1. 	 Support Guidelines. High-Income Cases.

(a)	 Child Support.

(1)	 Presumptive Minimum Basic Child Support Obligation.

(i)	 The presumptive minimum basic child support obligation 
is the support obligation that the trier-of-fact would have 
awarded if the parties’ combined monthly net income was 
$30,000.

(ii)	 [When] If the parties’ combined monthly net income 
exceeds $30,000, the calculated support obligation shall not 
be less than the presumptive minimum basic child support 
obligation.

(2)	 High-Income Child Support Calculation.  With the following 
three-step process, the trier-of-fact shall calculate the total child sup-
port obligation.

(i)   	 Preliminary Analysis.  Using the following formula, the 
trier-of-fact shall:
(A)	 calculate the basic child support obligation based 

on the parties’ combined monthly net income; 
and

 (B)   	 apportion the basic child support obligation 
based on the parties’ respective monthly net 
incomes.

One child:	 [$3,608] $3,749 + 4.0% 
of combined monthly net 
income above $30,000.

Two children:	 [$4,250] $4,981 + 4.0% 
of combined monthly net 
income above $30,000.

Three children:	 [$4,951] $5,803 + 4.7% 
of combined monthly net 
income above $30,000.

Four children:	 [$5,530] $6,482 + 5.3% 
of combined monthly net 
income above $30,000.

Five children:	 [$6,083] $7,130 + 5.8% 
of combined monthly net 
income above $30,000.

Six children:	 [$6,613] $7,750 + 6.3% 
of combined monthly net 
income above $30,000.

(ii)   	 Substantial or Equally Shared Custody Adjustment.  
The trier-of-fact shall adjust the basic child support obli-
gation calculated in subdivision (a)(2)(i) for substantial 
or equally shared custody as set forth in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4(c).

(iii)	 Final Analysis—Reasonable Needs.

(A)	 In determining the total child support obligation, 
the trier-of-fact shall consider the child’s reason-
able needs based on:

(I)	 the deviation factors in [Pa.R.C.P. 
No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-5;

(II)   	 the additional expenses set forth in 
[Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-
6; and

(III)   	 the parties’ expense statements 
required by [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(c)(2) and 
[Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.27(c)(2)(B).

(B)   	 Subject to the presumptive minimum basic child 
support obligation, the trier-of-fact may upward-
ly or downwardly adjust the support obligation 
calculated in subdivisions (a)(2)(i) and (a)(2)(ii) 
based on the child’s reasonable needs.

(3)  	 Final Order.  As part of the final order, the trier-of-fact shall state 
on the record or in writing:
(i)	 findings of fact; and

(ii)	 the reasons for awarding the total child support obligation, 
including:

(A)	 a discussion of the child’s reasonable needs; and

(B)	 the adjustments or deviations made to the basic 
child support obligation.

(b)  	 Spousal Support or Alimony Pendente Lite.
(1)  	 Preliminary Analysis.  [When] If the parties’ combined monthly 

net income exceeds $30,000, the trier-of-fact shall apply the formula 
in either [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4(a)(1)(Part B) or (a)
(2)(Part IV) in calculating spousal support or alimony pendente lite.

(2)	 Final Analysis.  In determining the total spousal support or alimo-
ny pendente lite obligation, the trier-of-fact shall consider:

(i)	 the deviation factors in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-5. 

(ii)	 the additional expenses set forth in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6; and

(iii)   	 the parties’ expense statements required by [Pa.R.C.P. 
No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(c)(2) and [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(c)(2)(B).

(3)  	 Final Order.  As part of the final order, the trier-of-fact shall state 
on the record or in writing:
(i)	 findings of fact; and

(ii)   	 the reasons for awarding the final spousal support or ali-
mony pendente lite obligation, including the adjustments 
or deviations made to the basic spousal support or 
alimony pendente lite obligation.

Historical Commentary
	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2010
	 Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3.1 is intended to bring all child support cases under the guide-
lines and treat similarly situated parties similarly. Thus, high-income child support cases no longer 
will be decided pursuant to Melzer v. Witsberger, 480 A.2d 991 (Pa. 1984). Economic data support 
the basic child support schedule up to combined net incomes of $30,000 per month. Above that 
amount, economic data are not readily available. Thus, for cases in which the parties’ combined 
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monthly net income is above $30,000, the formula first applies a fixed percentage to calculate the 
support amount. The formula is an extrapolation of the available economic data to high-income 
cases. Spousal support and alimony pendente lite awards in high-income cases are preliminarily 
calculated pursuant to the formulas in either Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-4(a)(1)(Part B) or (2)(Part IV). 
However, in both high-income child support and spousal support and high-income child support 
and alimony pendente lite cases, the trier-of-fact is required to consider the factors in Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-5 before entering a final order and to make findings of fact on the record or in writing. 
Pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.11(c)(2), in all high-income cases, the parties must submit an 
Income Statement and the Expense Statement at Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.27(c)(2)(B) to enable the 
trier-of-fact to consider the factors in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-5.

Explanatory Comment—2011
The rule has been amended to clarify that the provisions of Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-4(c), 

regarding support adjustments if the obligor has substantial or shared custody, apply in high-
income cases. Previously, when high-income cases were decided pursuant to Melzer v. Witsberger, 
480 A.2d 991 (Pa. 1984), case law held that because the time and resources each parent provided 
to a child were factored into the Melzer formula, the substantial or shared parenting time reduc-
tions did not apply to cases decided pursuant to Melzer. See, e.g., Sirio v. Sirio, 951 A.2d 1188 (Pa. 
Super. 2008); Bulgarelli v. Bulgarelli, 934 A.2d 107 (Pa. Super. 2007). As Melzer no longer applies to 
calculate support in high-income cases, the prohibition against substantial or shared parenting time 
reductions in such cases is no longer applicable.

Rule 1910.16-4. Support Guidelines. Calculation of Support Obligation[,]. 
Formula.

(a)	 The trier-of-fact shall use either the subdivision (1) or subdivision (2) formula 
to calculate the obligor’s share of basic child support, either from the schedule 
in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3 or the formula in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3.1(a), as well as spousal support and alimony pendente 
lite obligations.  In high-income cases, the trier-of-fact shall use either the 
subdivision (1)(Part B) or subdivision (2)(Part IV) formula, as appropriate, as a 
preliminary analysis in the calculation of spousal support or alimony pendente 
lite obligations.

(1)	 The formula in Parts A through E is for an order entered on or after 
January 1, 2019, or for a modification of an order entered before 
January 1, 2019 that includes spousal support or alimony pendente 
lite in which the amendments to the Internal Revenue Code made 
by Section 11051 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Pub. L. No. 
115-97) expressly apply.

[Note: Section 11051 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Pub.L. No. 115-97) amended 
the Internal Revenue Code by repealing the alimony deduction—the amount of spousal 
support, alimony pendente lite, and alimony paid or received—from the payor’s gross income 
and the alimony inclusion into the payee’s gross income.
	 See subdivision (2) for a modification of an order entered before January 1, 2019 
that includes spousal support or alimony pendente lite in which the amendments to the 
Internal Revenue Code made by Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Pub.L. No. 115-97) do 
not apply to the modification.]
Part A. Calculation of Monthly Net Income					     	
					     Obligor		  Obligee	
1. Total Gross Income per pay period	 		  	 		
	 (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 

1910.16-2(a))						    

2. Deductions			   (		  ) 	 (		
	 (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 

1910.16-2(c))							     

3. Net Income			   		  	 		
	 (line 1 minus line 2)
		
4. Conversion to Monthly Net Income	 		  	 		
	 (if pay period is other than monthly) 					   

Part B. Spousal Support or Alimony Pendente Lite 
Without Dependent Children	 With Dependent  Children	

5. Obligor’s Monthly Net Income	            		  	 	 	
(line 4)

6. Obligor’s child support, 			   (		  )	 (	          )
	 spousal support, alimony pendente
	 lite, or alimony obligations to children
	 or former spouses who are not part

of this action, if any.
	 (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 

1910.16-2(c)(2))

7. Obligor’s Net Income available	 		  	 		
	 for spousal support or 

alimony pendente lite
	 (line 5 minus line 6)

8. Obligor’s Net Income percentage		  x	      33%	 x	    25%
for spousal support or alimony
pendente lite

9. Obligor’s proportionate share of	 		  	 		
	 spousal support or alimony 

pendente lite

	 (line 7 multiplied by line 8)

10. Obligee’s Monthly Net Income	 		  	 		
	 (line 4)								      
	

11. Obligee’s Net Income percentage			   x	      40%	 x	    30%
for spousal support or alimony
pendente lite

12. Obligee’s proportionate share of	 		  	 		
	 spousal support or alimony 

pendente lite
	 (line 10 multiplied by line 11)

13. Preliminary Monthly Spousal Support or			   		
	
	 Alimony Pendente Lite Obligation 

(line 9 minus line 12 - if the result is 
less than zero, enter a zero on line 13)

							     
14. Adjustments for Part E Additional Expenses		  		
	 (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6)					   
	
15. Total Monthly Spousal Support				    		
	 or Alimony Pendente Lite Obligation					   
	
	 (line 13 plus or minus line 14, as

appropriate)

Part C[—]. Basic Child Support

					     Obligor		  Obligee	

16. Monthly Net Income		  		  	 		
(line 4 and add the child’s monthly
Social Security Disability or 
Retirement Derivative benefit 
amount, if any, to the Monthly Net
Income of the party receiving the 
benefit pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(b)(2)(i) or 
(b)(2)(ii)[.]

17. Preliminary Monthly Spousal Support	 (	          )		  + 	
	 or Alimony Pendente Lite Obligation, 
	 if any[.] (line 13)

18. Adjusted Monthly Net Income		  		  	 	
	 (for obligor, line 16 minus line 17; 
	 for obligee, line 16 plus line 17)

19. Combined Monthly Net Income				    		
	 (obligor’s line 18 plus obligee’s line 18)
										        
	
20. Basic Child Support Obligation 				    		
	 (determined from child support schedule
	 in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 

1910.16-3 based on the
	 number of children and line 19)
					   
21. Net Income expressed as a		  	        %		  	        %
	 percentage of Combined 

Monthly Net Income 
(line 18 divided by line 19
and multiplied by 100)	

										        
	
22. Preliminary Monthly Basic Child	 		  	 		
	 Support Obligation
	 (line 20 multiplied by line 21)
23. Child’s Social Security Derivative	 		  	 		

Disability or Retirement Benefit. 
	 (if the benefits are paid to the obligee,

enter the benefit amount on the line for
the party whose retirement or disability 
created the child’s benefit pursuant to
[Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(b))					   

						    
24. Adjusted Monthly Basic Child	 		  	 		
	 Support Obligation (line 22 minus 

line 23 - if the result is less than zero, 
enter a zero on line 24)

Part D.  Substantial or Shared Physical Custody Adjustment, If Applicable (See subdivision 
(c))
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25.	 a.	 Percentage of time obligor spends		  		  %
		  with the child (divide number of overnights
		  with the obligor by 365 and multiply by 100) 		
	

b.	 Subtract 30%				    (	        30%)
		

c.	 Difference					     	            %
(line 25a minus line 25b)

d.	 Obligor’s Adjusted Percentage Share		   		  %
		  of the Basic Child Support Obligation	
		  (line 21 minus line 25c)

e.	 Obligor’s Preliminary Adjusted		  		
		  Basic Child Support Obligation
		  (line 20 multiplied by line 25d) 		

f.	 Further adjustment, if necessary, under		  	      	
	 subdivision (c)(2)

										        
	

g.	 Obligor’s Adjusted Basic Child		  		
		  Support Obligation

Part E.  Additional Expenses (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6)

26.	 a.	 Obligor’s Share of Child Care Expenses	 	 		
	
	

b.	 Obligor’s Share of Health Insurance			 
Premium (if the obligee is paying the premium)	 	     	

		
c.	 Obligee’s Share of the Health Insurance	 (		  )

		  Premium (if the obligor is paying the premium)		

d.	 Obligor’s Share of Unreimbursed Medical	 		
		  Expenses

e.	 Other Additional Expenses			   	      	
	

f.	 Total Additional Expenses			   		
		  (add lines 26a, b, d, and e, then subtract 

line 26c)

27.	 Obligor’s Total Monthly Child Support			  		
	 Obligation (line 24 or 25g plus 

line 26f, if applicable)

(2)	 The formula in Parts I through IV is for a modification of an order 
entered before January 1, 2019 that includes spousal support or ali-
mony pendente lite.

[Note: See subdivision (1) for an order entered on or after January 1, 2019, or for a 
modification of an order entered before January 1, 2019 that includes spousal support or 
alimony pendente lite in which the amendments to the Internal Revenue Code made by Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Pub.L. No. 115-97) expressly apply to the modification.]

Part I. Basic Child Support	
				    Obligor		  Obligee	

1. Total Gross Income Per Pay Period		  		  	 	
	 (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 

1910.16-2(a))

2. Deductions				    (	        ) 		  (	          )
	 (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 

1910.16-2(c))								      
			 
3. Net Income			   		  	 		
	 (line 1 minus line 2)
	
4.	 Conversion to Monthly Net Income					   
	
	 (if pay period is other than monthly) 						    
	
	 Include the child’s monthly Social						    
	
	 Security derivative benefit amount,					   
	
	 if any, in the monthly net income of

the party receiving the benefit pursuant to 
[Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-2(b)(2)(i) or (b)(2)(ii			  	 		

	
5.	 Combined Monthly Net Income		  			 
	 (obligor’s line 4 plus obligee’s line 4)
	

6.	 Basic Child Support Obligation
(determined from schedule at 						    

		
	 [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3 

based on number of children and line 5)	 			 
	
7.	 Net Income Expressed as a Percentage						    
	
	 of Combined Monthly Net Income 

(divide line 4 by line 5 and						    
	
	 multiply by 100)			   	 %		  	 %
	
8.	 Preliminary Basic Child
	 Support Obligation	
	 (multiply line 6 and 7)	 		  	 		
	
9.	 Child’s Social Security Derivative					   
	
	 Disability or Retirement Benefit					   
	
	 (if the benefits are paid to the obligee, enter
	 the benefit amount on the line for the party
	 whose retirement or disability created the
	 child’s benefit)	 	 		  	 		
	
10.	 Adjusted Basic Child Support Obligation 

(line 8 minus line 9 - if the result is	
	 less than zero, enter a zero
	 on line 10) 		  		  	 		

Part II. Substantial or Shared Physical Custody Adjustment, If Applicable (See subdivision 
(c))

11.	 a.	 Percentage of Time Obligor spends		
		  with Children (divide number of overnights
		  with the obligor by 365 and multiply by 100) 	 		
%	
	

b.	 Subtract 30%					     (	     	
%)
		

c.	 Obligor’s Adjusted Percentage Share		   		
		  of the Basic Child Support Obligation
		  (subtract result of calculation in line 11b
		  from line 7)				     		  %

d.	 Obligor’s Preliminary Adjusted 
Basic Child Support Obligation

		  (multiply line 11c and line 6) 			  		

e.	 Further adjustment, if necessary under
	 subdivision (c)(2)				    	      	

	
f.	 Obligor’s Adjusted Basic

		  Child Support Obligation			   		
		  (Total of line 11d and line 11e)

Part III.  Additional Expenses (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6)

12.	 a.	 Obligor’s Share of Child Care Expenses	 	 		
	

b.	 Obligor’s Share of Health Insurance			 
Premium (if the obligee is paying the premium)	 	     	

		
c.	 Obligee’s Share of the Health Insurance		   	

	
		  Premium (if the obligor is paying the premium)	 ( 		  )

d.	 Obligor’s Share of Unreimbursed Medical
		  Expenses			   		  		

e.	 Other Additional Expenses			   	      	
	

f.	 Total Additional Expenses				  
		  (add lines 12a, b, d, and e, 

then subtract line 12c)			    		

13.	 Obligor’s Total Monthly Support Obligation		  		
	 (add line 10 or 11f and line 12f, if applicable)

Part IV. Spousal Support or APL with [dependent children] Dependent Children

14.	 Obligor’s Monthly Net Income (line 4)			  		
	

15.	 Obligor’s Support, Alimony 
	 Pendente Lite, or Alimony Obligations, 
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to Children or Former Spouses who 
are not part of this action, if any 
(See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(c)(2)) (		  )	

16.	 Obligee’s Monthly Net Income (line 4)			  (		  )
	
17.	 Difference					     		
	 (line 14 minus lines 15 and 16)

18.	 Obligor’s Total Monthly Child					   
	 Support Obligation without Part II Substantial				  
	 or Shared Custody Adjustment, if any	 	 			 
	
	 (Obligor’s line 10 plus line 12f)		  (		  )	

19.	 Difference					     		
	 (line 17 minus line 18)

20.	 Multiply by 30%						      x	      30%

21.	 Monthly Spousal Support or				    		
	 Alimony Pendente Lite Obligation 		

(line 19 multiplied by line 20)

Without Dependent Children							     
			 
22.	 Obligor’s Monthly Net Income (line 4)			  		
	
23.	 Obligor’s Child and Spousal Support, Alimony 
	 Pendente Lite or Alimony Obligations					   
	 to Children or Former Spouses who are not part of this action, if any 
	  ([Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P.  1910.16-2(c)(2))					   
							       (		  )

24.	 Obligee’s Monthly Net Income (line 4)			  (		  )
	
25.	 Difference (line 22 minus lines 23 and 24)		   		

26.	 Multiply by 40%					     x	      40%	
	
27.	 Preliminary Monthly Spousal Support 

or Alimony Pendente
Lite Obligation					     		

	 (line 25 multiplied by line 26)
		
28.	 Adjustments for Other Expenses 
	 (See [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6)		  		
	 (line 12f)
	
29.	 Total Monthly Spousal Support or 

Alimony Pendente Lite Obligation			   		
	 (line 27 plus or minus line 28, as appropriate)

(b)	 Order For More Than Six Children.  [When] If there are more than six 
children who are the subject of a single support order, the trier-of-fact shall:

(1)	 calculate the basic child support obligations for six children and five 
children;

(2)	 subtract the basic child support obligation for five children from the 
basic child support obligation for six children;

(3)	 multiply the difference from subdivision (b)(2) by the number of 
children in excess of six; and

(4)	 add the amount from subdivision (b)(3) to the basic child support 
obligation for six children as determined in subdivision (b)(1).

(c)	 Substantial or Equally Shared Physical Custody.

(1)	 Substantial Physical Custody.  [When] If a child spends 40% or 
more of the annual overnights with the obligor, a rebuttable pre-
sumption arises that the obligor is entitled to a reduction in the 
basic child support obligation to reflect the obligor’s increased direct 
spending on the child during the obligor’s custodial time.

(i)	 This rebuttable presumption also applies in high income 
cases decided pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-3.1.

(ii)	 Except as provided in subdivision (c)(2), the trier-of-fact 
shall calculate the adjustment pursuant to the formula set 
forth in subdivision (a)(1)(Part D) or (a)(2)(Part II).

(2)	 Equally Shared Physical Custody. Without regard to which party 
initiated the support action, [when] if a child spends an equal num-
ber of annual overnights with the parties:

(i)	 The formula in subdivision (a)(1)(Part D) or (a)(2)(Part II) 
cannot be applied unless the obligor is the party with the 
higher monthly net income.

(ii)	 The trier-of-fact shall not require the party with the 
lower monthly net income to pay basic child support to 
the party with the higher monthly net income. However, 
this subdivision shall not preclude the entry of an order 
requiring the party with less monthly net income to con-
tribute to additional expenses pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6.

(iii)	 Based upon the evidence presented, the trier-of-fact may 
enter a support order against either party.

(iv)	 If the support calculation results in the obligee receiving a 
larger share of the parties’ combined monthly net income, 
the trier-of-fact:

(A)	 shall adjust the obligor’s basic child support obli-
gation so that the combined monthly net income 
is allocated equally between the two parties; and

(B)	 shall not award spousal support or alimony pen-
dente lite.

[Example 1. If the obligor and the obligee have monthly net incomes of $5,000 and $2,300, 
respectively, the basic child support obligation is $1,901 for two children. Using the income 
shares formula in Part I, the obligor’s basic child support obligation is 68%, or $1,293. If 
the children spend 40% of the annual overnights with the obligor, the formula in Part D or 
Part II applies to reduce the obligor’s basic child support obligation to 58%, or $1,103. If 
the children spend 45% of the annual overnights with the obligor, the obligor’s basic child 
support obligation is reduced to 53%, or $1,008. If the children spend an equal number of 
the annual overnights with the obligor and obligee, the obligor’s basic child support obliga-
tion is reduced to 48%, or $912.

Example 2. Mother and Father have monthly net incomes of $3,000 and $2,700, respectively. 
Mother has filed for support for the parties’ two children with whom the parties share time 
equally. As the parties have equal custody and Mother has the higher monthly net income, 
Mother cannot be the obligee. Although Mother initiated the support action, she would 
be the obligor. Pursuant to the Basic Child Support Schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3, 
the basic child support obligation for two children at the parties’ combined monthly net 
income is $1,585 per month. Mother’s share is 53%, or $840. Application of the Part II or 
Part D formula results in a 20% reduction in support when the obligor has 50% custody 
of the children. Mother’s adjusted percentage share of the basic support obligation is 33% 
(53% - 20% = 33%) and the preliminary adjusted basic child support obligation is $523 
(33% of $1,585). However, as this amount would result in Father having a greater share of 
the parties’ combined monthly net income ($3,223 vs. $2,477), Mother’s basic child support 
obligation would be adjusted to $150 per month to allocate the parties’ combined monthly 
net income equally between the two parties and would be the presumptive basic child sup-
port obligation payable to Father under these circumstances.
Example 3. If the obligor and the obligee have monthly net incomes of $3,000 and $2,500, 
respectively, the basic child support obligation for two children is $1,567. The obligor’s 
share is 55%, or $862 ($1,567 x 55%). If the children spend equal time with the parties, 
the formula in Part II or Part D results in a basic child support obligation of $548 ($1,567 
x 35%) payable to the obligee. Since this amount results in the obligee having monthly net 
income of $3,048 and the obligor having monthly net income of $2,452, the obligor’s basic 
child support obligation would be adjusted to $250 to equalize the combined monthly net 
income between the parties and would be the presumptive basic child support obligation 
payable to the obligee under these circumstances.]

(d)  	 Divided or Split Physical Custody.  [When] If Each Party Owes Child 
Support to the Other Party. Varied Partial or Shared Custodial Schedules.

(1)  	 Divided or Split Physical Custody.  [When] If Each Party Owes 
Child Support to the Other Party.  When calculating a basic child 
support obligation and each party owes child support to the other 
party as a result of the custodial arrangement, the trier-of-fact shall 
offset the parties’ respective basic child support obligations and 
award the net difference to the obligee as child support.

[Example 1. If the parties have three children, one child resides with Mother and two 
children reside with Father, and the parties’ monthly net incomes are $4,000 and $2,000 
respectively, Mother’s basic child support obligation is calculated using the schedule in 
Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3 for two children at the parties’ combined monthly net income of 
$6,000. The basic child support obligation is $1,628. As Mother’s income is 67% of the 
parties’ combined monthly net income, Mother’s basic child support obligation for the 
two children living with Father is $1,091. Father’s basic child support obligation is calcu-
lated using the schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3 for one child at the parties’ combined 
monthly net income of $6,000. The basic child support obligation is $1,097. Father’s basic 
child support obligation for the child living with Mother is $362. Subtracting $362 from 
$1,091 produces a basic child support obligation of $729 payable to Father as child support.

Example 2. If the parties have two children, one child resides with Mother and the parties 
equally share custody (50% - 50%) of the other child, and the parties’ monthly net incomes 
are as set forth in Example 1. The basic child support obligation is calculated using the 
schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3 for the one child primarily residing with Mother at 
the parties’ combined monthly net income of $6,000, the basic child support obligation is 
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$1,097. Father’s income is 33% of the parties’ combined monthly net income, and the basic 
child support obligation for the child living with Mother is $362. For Mother’s obligation 
for the child with the equally shared custody arrangement, using the schedule in Pa.R.C.P. 
No. 1910.16-3 for one child at the parties’ combined monthly net income of $6,000, the 
basic child support obligation is $1,097. Mother’s proportionate share of the combined 
monthly net incomes is 67%, but it is reduced to 47% after applying the shared parenting 
time adjustment for 50% custody under subdivision (c). Mother’s basic child support 
obligation for the shared custody child is $516 ($1,097 x 47%). As Mother’s obligation 
is greater than Father’s obligation, Father is the obligee and receives the net of the two 
obligations by subtracting $362 from $516, or $154.]

(2)	 Varied Partial or Shared Physical Custodial Schedule.

(i)	 The trier-of-fact may reduce a party’s basic child support 
obligation [when] if the parties have more than one child 
and each child spends either different amounts of:

(A)	 partial or equally shared custodial time with the 
higher monthly net income party; or

(B)	 partial custodial time with the lower monthly net 
income party.

(ii)	 In determining whether a party is entitled to a reduction as 
provided in subdivision (d)(2)(i):

(A)	 the trier-of-fact shall:

(I)	 add the percentage of annual over-
nights each child spends with that 
party; and

(II)	 divide by the number of children to 
determine the party’s average percent-
age of custodial time.

(B)	 If the average percentage of custodial time is 40% 
or more:

(I)	 subdivision (c) applies; and

(II)	 the trier-of-fact shall reduce the party’s 
basic child support obligation accord-
ingly.

[Example 1. The parties have two children and one child spends 50% of the annual over-
nights with Mother, who has the higher monthly net income, and the other child spends 
20% of the annual overnights with Mother. Add those percentages together and divide by 
the number of children (50% plus 20% = 70% divided by 2 children = 35% average time 
with Mother). Pursuant to subdivision (d)(2)(ii)(B), Mother is not entitled to a reduction in 
the support order for substantial parenting time.

Example 2. The parties have three children. Two children spend 50% of the annual over-
nights with Mother, who has the higher monthly net income, and the third child spends 
30% of the annual overnights with Mother. Add the percentages of custodial time for all 
three children together and divide by the number of children (50% plus 50% plus 30% 
= 130% divided by three children = 43.33% average percentage of time with Mother). 
Pursuant to subdivision (d)(2)(ii)(B), Mother is entitled to a reduction in the support order 
for substantial parenting time.

Example 3. The parties have three children, Mother has primary custody (60% - 40%) of 
one child, Father has primary custody (60% - 40%) of one child, and the parties share cus-
tody (50% - 50%) of the third child. The parties’ monthly net incomes are $2,500 (Mother) 
and $2,000 (Father). As a result of the custodial arrangement, Father owes support for the 
child in the primary custody of Mother and Mother owes support for the child in the pri-
mary custody of Father and for the child shared equally between the parties. Father’s basic 
child support obligation is calculated using the schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3 for one 
child at the parties’ combined monthly net income of $4,500. The basic child support obli-
gation is $941. Father’s proportionate share of the combined monthly net incomes is 44%, 
but is reduced to 34% after applying the shared parenting time adjustment for 40% custody 
under subdivision (c). Father’s basic child support obligation for this child is $320 ($941 x 
34%). Mother’s basic child support obligation is calculated using the schedule in Pa.R.C.P. 
No. 1910.16-3 for two children at the parties’ combined monthly net income of $4,500. 
The basic child support obligation is $1,414. Mother has varying partial or shared custody 
of the two children (40% and 50%). Under subdivision (d)(2), the custodial time is averaged 
or in this case 45%. Mother’s proportionate share of the combined monthly net incomes is 
56%, but it is reduced to 41% after applying the shared parenting time adjustment for 45% 
custody under subdivision (c). Mother’s basic child support obligation for these children is 
$580 ($1,414 x 41%). Offsetting the support obligations consistent with subdivision (d)(1), 
Mother’s obligation is greater than Father’s obligation, and Father is the obligee receiving 
the net of the two obligations by subtracting $320 from $580, or $260.

Note: In cases with more than one child and varied partial or shared custodial schedules, 
it is not appropriate to perform a separate calculation for each child and offset support 
amounts as that method does not consider the incremental increases in support for more 

than one child built into the schedule of basic child support.]
(3)	 Combined Child Support and Spousal Support or Alimony Pen-

dente Lite.  [When] If Each Party Owes Child Support to the 
Other Party.

(i)	 [When] If one or more children reside with each party, 
the trier-of-fact shall offset the obligor’s combined 
spousal support or alimony pendente lite and basic child 
support obligations with the obligee’s basic child support 
obligation.

(ii)	 The trier-of-fact shall award the net difference to the obli-
gee as spousal support or alimony pendente lite and basic 
child support.

(e)  	 Support Obligations [When] If Custodial Parent Owes Spousal Support.  
If a child is residing with the spouse (custodial parent) obligated to pay spousal 
support or alimony pendente lite and the other spouse (non-custodial parent) 
has a legal obligation to support the child, the guideline spousal support or 
alimony pendente lite obligation is determined by offsetting the non-custodial 
parent’s basic child support obligation and the custodial parent’s spousal 
support or alimony pendente lite obligation, and awarding the net difference 
either to the non-custodial parent as spousal support or alimony pendente lite or 
to the custodial parent as child support as the circumstances warrant. The 
calculation is a five-step process:

(1)	 Calculate the custodial parent’s spousal support or alimony pendente 
lite obligation to the non-custodial parent based on the parties’ 
monthly net incomes using the “without dependent children” 
formula in either [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4(a)(1)(Part 
B) or (a)(2)(Part IV), as appropriate.

(2)	 Recalculate the parties’ monthly net incomes by adjusting for the 
spousal support or alimony pendente lite payment paid or received in 
subdivision (e)(1).

(3)	 Using the recomputed monthly net incomes from subdivision (e)(2), 
calculate the non-custodial parent’s basic child support obligation to 
the custodial parent.

(4)	 The final support amount is the difference calculated in subdivision 
(e)(1) and (e)(3).

(i)   	 If the amount in subdivision (e)(1) is greater than the 
amount in subdivision (e)(3), the final amount is spousal 
support or alimony pendente lite payable to the non-
custodial parent.

(ii)   	 If the amount in subdivision (e)(1) is less than the amount 
in subdivision (e)(3), the final amount is basic child support 
payable to the custodial parent.

(5)	 If the proceeding is a modification of an order entered before Janu-
ary 1, 2019 that has federal tax consequences associated with spousal 
support or alimony pendente lite payments and the final order is 
spousal support or alimony pendente lite as in subdivision (e)(4)(i), the 
offset spousal support or alimony pendente lite amount is federally 
taxable, and the trier-of-fact may deviate the final order due to the 
tax effect, as appropriate.

[Note: See Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.19(h).]

Comment:  Section 11051 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, Pub. L. No. 115-97, 
amended the Internal Revenue Code by repealing the alimony deduction—the amount of 
spousal support, alimony pendente lite, and alimony paid or received—from the payor’s gross 
income and the alimony inclusion into the payee’s gross income.  Subdivision (a)(1) gov-
erns an order entered on or after January 1, 2019, or for a modification of an order entered 
before January 1, 2019, that includes spousal support or alimony pendente lite in which the 
Act expressly applies to the modification.  Subdivision (a)(2) governs a modification of an 
order entered before January 1, 2019 that includes spousal support or alimony pendente lite 
in which the Act does not apply to the modification.

Subdivision (c) Example 1.  If the obligor and the obligee have monthly net 
incomes of $5,000 and $2,300, respectively, the basic child support obligation is $1,960 for 
two children.  Using the income shares formula in Part I, the obligor’s basic child support 
obligation is 68%, or $1,333.  If the children spend 40% of the annual overnights with the 
obligor, the formula in Part D or Part II applies to reduce the obligor’s basic child support 
obligation to 58%, or $1,137.  If the children spend 45% of the annual overnights with the 
obligor, the obligor’s basic child support obligation is reduced to 53%, or $1,039. If the 
children spend an equal number of the annual overnights with the obligor and obligee, the 
obligor’s basic child support obligation is reduced to 48%, or $941.

Subdivision (c) Example 2.  Mother and Father have monthly net incomes of 
$3,000 and $2,700, respectively.  Mother has filed for support for the parties’ two children 
with whom the parties share time equally.  As the parties have equal custody and Mother 
has the higher monthly net income, Mother cannot be the obligee.  Although Mother ini-
tiated the support action, she would be the obligor. Pursuant to the Basic Child Support 
Schedule in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3, the basic child support obligation for two children at 
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the parties’ combined monthly net income is $1,715 per month.  Mother’s share is 53%, or 
$909.  Application of the Part II or Part D formula results in a 20% reduction in support 
when the obligor has 50% custody of the children. Mother’s adjusted percentage share of 
the basic support obligation is 33% (53% - 20% = 33%) and the preliminary adjusted basic 
child support obligation is $566 (33% of $1,715).  However, as this amount would result 
in Father having a greater share of the parties’ combined monthly net income ($3,266 vs. 
$2,434), Mother’s basic child support obligation would be adjusted to $150 per month to 
allocate the parties’ combined monthly net income equally between the two parties and 
would be the presumptive basic child support obligation payable to Father under these cir-
cumstances.

Subdivision (c) Example 3.  If the obligor and the obligee have monthly net 
incomes of $3,000 and $2,500, respectively, the basic child support obligation for two chil-
dren is $1,694.  The obligor’s share is 55%, or $932 ($1,694 x 55%).  If the children spend 
equal time with the parties, the formula in Part II or Part D results in a basic child support 
obligation of $593 ($1,694 x 35%) payable to the obligee.  Since this amount results in the 
obligee having monthly net income of $3,093 and the obligor having monthly net income 
of $2,407, the obligor’s basic child support obligation would be adjusted to $250 to equalize 
the combined monthly net income between the parties and would be the presumptive basic 
child support obligation payable to the obligee under these circumstances.

Subdivision (d)(1) Example 1:  If the parties have three children, one child resides 
with Mother and two children reside with Father, and the parties’ monthly net incomes are 
$4,000 and $2,000 respectively, Mother’s basic child support obligation is calculated using 
the schedule in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3 for two children at the parties’ combined monthly net 
income of $6,000. The basic child support obligation is $1,774.  As Mother’s income is 67% 
of the parties’ combined monthly net income, Mother’s basic child support obligation for 
the two children living with Father is $1,189.  Father’s basic child support obligation is cal-
culated using the schedule in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3 for one child at the parties’ combined 
monthly net income of $6,000.  The basic child support obligation is $1,186.  Father’s basic 
child support obligation for the child living with Mother is $392.  Subtracting $392 from 
$1,189 produces a basic child support obligation of $797 payable to Father as child support.

Subdivision (d)(1) Example 2:  If the parties have two children, one child resides 
with Mother and the parties equally share custody (50% - 50%) of the other child, and the 
parties’ monthly net incomes are as set forth in Subdivision (d)(1) Example 1. The basic 
child support obligation is calculated using the schedule in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3 for the 
one child primarily residing with Mother at the parties’ combined monthly net income of 
$6,000, the basic child support obligation is $1,186.  Father’s income is 33% of the parties’ 
combined monthly net income, and the basic child support obligation for the child living 
with Mother is $392.  For Mother’s obligation for the child with the equally shared custody 
arrangement, using the schedule in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3 for one child at the parties’ com-
bined monthly net income of $6,000, the basic child support obligation is $1,186.  Mother’s 
proportionate share of the combined monthly net incomes is 67%, but it is reduced to 47% 
after applying the shared parenting time adjustment for 50% custody under subdivision (c).  
Mother’s basic child support obligation for the shared custody child is $557 ($1,186 x 47%).  
As Mother’s obligation is greater than Father’s obligation, Father is the obligee and receives 
the net of the two obligations by subtracting $392 from $557, or $165.

Subdivision (d)(2) Example 1:  The parties have two children, and one child spends 
50% of the annual overnights with Mother, who has the higher monthly net income, and 
the other child spends 20% of the annual overnights with Mother.  Add those percentages 
together and divide by the number of children (50% plus 20% = 70% divided by 2 children 
= 35% average time with Mother).  Pursuant to subdivision (d)(2)(ii)(B), Mother is not 
entitled to a reduction in the support order for substantial parenting time.

Subdivision (d)(2) Example 2:  The parties have three children.  Two children 
spend 50% of the annual overnights with Mother, who has the higher monthly net income, 
and the third child spends 30% of the annual overnights with Mother. Add the percentages 
of custodial time for all three children together and divide by the number of children (50% 
plus 50% plus 30% = 130% divided by three children = 43.33% average percentage of time 
with Mother).  Pursuant to subdivision (d)(2)(ii)(B), Mother is entitled to a reduction in the 
support order for substantial parenting time.

Subdivision (d)(2) Example 3:  The parties have three children, Mother has prima-
ry custody (60% - 40%) of one child, Father has primary custody (60% - 40%) of one child, 
and the parties share custody (50% - 50%) of the third child.  The parties’ monthly net 
incomes are $2,500 (Mother) and $2,000 (Father).  As a result of the custodial arrangement, 
Father owes support for the child in the primary custody of Mother and Mother owes sup-
port for the child in the primary custody of Father and for the child shared equally between 
the parties.  Father’s basic child support obligation is calculated using the schedule in 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3 for one child at the parties’ combined monthly net income of $4,500. 
The basic child support obligation is $1,011.  Father’s proportionate share of the combined 
monthly net incomes is 44% but is reduced to 34% after applying the shared parenting 
time adjustment for 40% custody under subdivision (c).  Father’s basic child support obliga-
tion for this child is $344 ($1,011 x 34%).  Mother’s basic child support obligation is calcu-
lated using the schedule in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-3 for two children at the parties’ combined 
monthly net income of $4,500.  The basic child support obligation is $1,527.  Mother has 
varying partial or shared custody of the two children (40% and 50%).  Under subdivision 
(d)(2), the custodial time is averaged or in this case 45%.  Mother’s proportionate share 
of the combined monthly net incomes is 56%, but it is reduced to 41% after applying the 
shared parenting time adjustment for 45% custody under subdivision (c).  Mother’s basic 
child support obligation for these children is $626 ($1,527 x 41%).  Offsetting the support 
obligations consistent with subdivision (d)(1), Mother’s obligation is greater than Father’s 
obligation, and Father is the obligee receiving the net of the two obligations by subtracting 
$344 from $626, or $282.

In cases with more than one child and varied partial or shared custodial schedules, 

it is not appropriate to perform a separate calculation for each child and offset support 
amounts as that method does not consider the incremental increases in support for more 
than one child built into the schedule of basic child support.
	

Concerning subdivision (e), see Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.19(h).

Historical Commentary

	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2005

	 Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-4(a) sets forth the income shares formula used to establish the 
support obligation. Subdivision (b) provides the method for calculating support for seven or more 
children as the basic support schedule in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3 sets forth the presumptive 
amount of support for up to six children.
 
	 Subdivision (c) sets forth the method for calculating the presumptive amount of support 
in cases where the children spend 40% or more of their time during the year with the obligor.  
When there is equal time sharing, subdivision (2) reduces the support obligation further so that the 
obligor does not pay more than is necessary to equalize the parties’ combined monthly net income 
between the two households. Subdivision (3) expressly excludes SSR cases from the application of 
this rule. Since the SSR already reduces support to a minimal level, a further reduction should not 
be given for the amount of time spent with the children.

	 Subdivision (d) relates to the calculation of support in divided or split custody cases. It 
retains the existing method for offsetting the parties’ respective support obligations when one or 
more of the children resides with each party.  Subdivision (e) governs spousal support obligations 
when the custodial parent owes spousal support. It has not been amended, other than to update the 
example to be consistent with the new schedule at Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-3.

Explanatory Comment—2010

	 The basic support schedule incorporates an assumption that the children spend 30% of 
the time with the obligor and that the obligor makes direct expenditures on their behalf during 
that time. Variable expenditures, such as food and entertainment, that fluctuate based upon parent-
ing time were adjusted in the schedule to build in the assumption of 30% parenting time. Upward 
deviation should be considered in cases in which the obligor has little or no contact with the chil-
dren. However, an upward deviation may not be appropriate if an obligor has infrequent overnight 
contact with the child, but provides meals and entertainment during daytime contact. Fluctuating 
expenditures should be considered rather than the extent of overnight time. A downward deviation 
may be appropriate when the obligor incurs substantial fluctuating expenditures during parenting 
time but has infrequent overnights with the children.

	 The calculation in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-4(c) reduces an obligor’s support obligation 
further if the obligor spends significantly more time with the children. The obligor will receive 
an additional 10% reduction in the amount of support owed at 40% parenting time, increasing 
incrementally to a 20% reduction at 50% parenting time. This method still may result in a support 
obligation even if custody of the children is equally shared. In those cases, the rule provides for a 
maximum obligation so that the obligee does not receive a larger portion of the parties’ combined 
monthly net income than the obligor.

Rule 1910.16-5. Support Guidelines. Deviation.

(a)  	 Deviation.

(1)  	 The trier-of-fact may deviate from the basic child support, addi-
tional expenses, spousal support, or alimony pendente lite obligation.

(2)  	 If the trier-of-fact determines a deviation is appropriate based on the 
factors in subdivision (b), the trier-of-fact shall specify on the record 
or in writing:

(i)   	 the calculated basic child support, additional expenses, 
spousal support, or alimony pendente lite obligation;

(ii)   	 the reason for the deviation;

(iii)  	  the findings of fact justifying the deviation;

(iv)  	 the deviation amount; and

(v)  	 in a spousal support or an alimony pendente lite action, the 
obligation’s duration.

[Note:  The deviation applies to the support obligation amount or duration, and not to the 
party’s monthly net income.]

(b)  	 Factors. In deciding whether to deviate from the basic child support, addi-
tional expenses, spousal support, or alimony pendente lite obligation, the trier-
of-fact shall consider:

(1)  	 unusual needs and unusual fixed obligations;

(2)  	 a party’s other support obligations;

(3)  	 other household income;

(4)  	 the child’s age;

(5)  	 the parties’ relative assets and liabilities;
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(6)  	 medical expenses not covered by insurance;

(7)  	 the parties’ and the child’s standard of living;

(8)  	 in a spousal support or alimony pendente lite case, the duration of the 
marriage from the date of marriage to the date of final separation; 
and

(9)  	 other relevant and appropriate factors, including the child’s best 
interest.

Comment:  The deviation applies to the total support obligation amount or duration, and 
not to the party’s monthly net income.

	 Concerning subdivision (b)(9), “other relevant and appropriate factors,” may 
include, but are not limited to, maintaining a self-support reserve.

For the expense statement to be completed if a deviation is sought, see Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.11(c)(1)(ii)(A).

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2005
Rule 1910.16-5 sets forth the factors for deviation from the presumptive amount of sup-

port.  Subdivision (c) and subsection (b)(8) permit the court to consider the length of the marriage 
in determining the amount and duration of a spousal support or alimony pendente lite award.  The 
primary purpose of these provisions is to prevent the unfairness that arises in a short-term mar-
riage when the obligor is required to pay support over a substantially longer period of time than 
the parties were married and there is little or no opportunity for credit for these payments at the 
time of equitable distribution.

Explanatory Comment—2010
The provisions of subdivision (c), which provided that the court must consider the dura-

tion of the parties’ marriage in determining the duration of an award of spousal support or alimony 
pendente lite, were moved to new Rule 1910.16-1(c)(2).  The duration of the marriage, from the 
date of marriage to the date of final separation, remains a factor to consider in determining wheth-
er or not deviation from the amount of the award is warranted.

Rule 1910.16-6.  Support Guidelines.  Basic Support Obligation Adjustments.  Additional 
Expenses Allocation.

 	 [The trier-of-fact may allocate between the parties the additional expenses in sub-
divisions (a)—(e).]  Even [when] if a basic support order is inappropriate under the facts of the 
case, the trier-of-fact [may] shall determine whether to allocate between the parties the addi-
tional expenses as provided below.

 	 Except for the subdivisions (b)(4) and (e) expenses, the trier-of-fact shall calculate 
the parties’ proportionate share of the additional expenses after adjusting the parties’ monthly 
net income by the spousal support or alimony pendente lite obligation received or paid, and 
dividing each party’s adjusted monthly net income by the parties’ combined monthly net income.  
However, the trier-of-fact shall not adjust the parties’ monthly net incomes when [apportioning] 
allocating the expenses in child support only cases.

(a)	 Child Care Expenses.

(1)	 The trier-of-fact:

(i) shall allocate reasonable child care expenses paid by the par-
ties, if necessary to maintain employment or appropriate educa-
tion in pursuit of income.

(ii) may allocate reasonable child care expenses that would be 
paid by the parties when the trier-of-fact imputes an earning 
capacity to a party pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(d)(4)(i)(D).

(2)	 The trier-of-fact may require that the obligor’s share be added to 
the basic child support obligation, paid directly to the service provider, or 
paid directly to the obligee.

(3)	 When a party is receiving a child care subsidy through the Depart-
ment of Human Services, the expense allocated between the parties is the 
amount actually paid by the party receiving the subsidy.

(4)	 The party seeking allocation of child care expenses shall provide 
to the other party the expense’s documentation, such as a receipt or an 
invoice, promptly after receipt unless the service provider invoices the 
parties separately, or a written proposal or estimate from the service 
provider for the imputation of earning capacity, for the party’s propor-
tionate share of the expense.

(5)	 The trier-of-fact shall have the discretion to not allocate expenses if 
documentation is not timely provided to the other party.

(6)	 Except as provided in subdivision (a)(7), the total child care expenses 

shall be reduced to reflect the federal child care tax credit available to the 
eligible party, regardless of whether the credit is actually claimed by that 
party, up to the maximum annual cost allowable under the Internal Rev-
enue Code.

(7)	 If the eligible party is not qualified to receive the credit, the federal 
child care tax credit shall not be used to reduce the child care expenses 
subject to allocation between the parties.

(b)	 Health Insurance Premium.

(1)	 The trier-of-fact shall allocate the health insurance premium paid by 
the parties, including the premium attributable to the party paying 
the premium, provided that a statutory duty of support is owed to 
the party or child covered by the health insurance.

(i)	 If the party paying the health insurance premium is the 
obligor, the obligee’s share is deducted from the obligor’s 
basic support obligation.

(ii)	 If the obligee is paying the health insurance premium, the 
obligor’s share is added to the obligor’s basic support obli-
gation.

(iii)	 A health insurance premium allocated between the parties 
shall also include health insurance that is provided and paid 
by a third-party resident of a party’s household (e.g., step-
parent) for a child who is the subject of the support order.

(2)	 The trier-of-fact shall not allocate an employer-paid premium or a 
premium paid for a party, person, or child to whom no statutory duty 
of support is owed.

(i)	 If the parties present evidence of the excluded premium’s 
actual amount—the amount attributed to a party, person, 
or child not owed a statutory duty of support—the trier-of-
fact shall deduct the actual amount excluded from the total 
premium before allocating the health insurance premium 
between the parties.

(ii)	 If the parties do not present evidence of the excluded pre-
mium’s actual amount, the trier-of-fact shall calculate the 
excluded amount as follows:

(A)	 determine the premium’s cost per person by 
dividing the total premium by the number of 
persons covered under the policy;

(B)	 multiply the cost per person by the number of 
persons who are not owed a statutory duty of 
support, or are not parties to, or the subject of, 
the support action; and

(C)	 the resulting amount is excluded from allocation.

(3)	 Pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 4326(a), in every support proceeding, the 
trier-of-fact shall ascertain a parent’s ability to provide medical sup-
port for the parties’ child and the support “order shall include a 
requirement for medical support to be provided by either or both 
parents, provided that such medical support is accessible to the chil-
dren.”

(i)   	 The obligor bears the initial responsibility of providing the 
child’s health care coverage if it is available at a reasonable 
cost.

(A)   	 “Reasonable cost” to an obligor shall be defined 
as an amount that does not exceed 5% of the 
obligor’s monthly net income and, when added 
to the basic child support obligation plus addi-
tional expenses the obligor is ordered to pay, 
does not exceed 50% of the obligor’s monthly 
net income.

(B)   	 If the obligee is providing the coverage, the 
“reasonable cost” of the obligor’s share shall be 
defined as an amount that does not exceed 5% 
of the obligor’s monthly net income and, when 
added to the basic child support obligation plus 
additional expenses the obligor is ordered to pay, 
does not exceed 50% of the obligor’s monthly 
net income.

(ii)	 Unless the child’s health care coverage is provided by 
the obligee or a third party, the court shall issue the 
National Medical Support Notice required by 23 Pa.C.S. 
§ 4326(d.1) to the obligor’s employer in response to notifi-
cation that the obligor is employed.

VOL P. 12100

Court Notices
continued from previous page



	 T H U R S D AY,  D E C E M B E R  1 8 ,  2 0 2 5 	 T H E  L E G A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E R  •  4 9

(A)	 The notice shall direct the employer to enroll 
the obligor’s child who is the subject of the sup-
port proceeding if the coverage is available at a 
reasonable cost to the obligor.

(B)	 However, the notice shall direct that enrollment 
shall not occur earlier than 25 days from the date 
of the National Medical Support Notice to allow 
the obligor time to object.

(C)	 Concurrent with the issuance of the National 
Medical Support Notice, the court shall provide 
notice to the obligor setting forth the process to 
object to the enrollment based upon unreason-
able cost, mistake of fact, or availability of alter-
native health care coverage for the child.

(D)	 If there is more than one employer-provided 
health care coverage option, the obligor shall 
select the coverage, subject to the obligee’s right 
to seek a court order designating a different 
option.

(iii)	 Absent the availability of health care coverage to the obli-
gor for the parties’ child at a reasonable cost, the court 
shall order the obligee to provide health care coverage for 
the child if it is available at a reasonable cost.  “Reasonable 
cost” to the obligee shall be defined as an amount not to 
exceed 5% of the obligee’s monthly net income.

(iv)	 If health care coverage is not available to the parties at 
a reasonable cost, the court may order the party having 
primary custody to apply for government-sponsored cov-
erage, such as the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(“CHIP”), with any co-premium or other cost [appor-
tioned] allocated between the parties in proportion to the 
parties’ respective monthly net incomes.

(v)	 Within 30 days after the entry of the support order, the 
party ordered to provide health care coverage shall pro-
vide written proof to the other party that medical insur-
ance has been obtained, including insurance cards and all 
other materials set forth in the form order in Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.27(e).  There shall be a continuing obligation to 
provide the other party and the domestic relations section 
with proof of any changes in coverage.

(vi)	 The trier-of-fact shall give preference to health care cov-
erage that is readily accessible to the child, as defined by 
geographic coverage area, access to local treatment provid-
ers, or other relevant factors.

(4)	 If the obligor is paying for the health insurance, the obligee has no 
income or minimal income, and the obligor will bear 90% or more 
of the health insurance premium:

(i)	 the trier-of-fact may, as fairness requires, deduct part or 
all of the premium actually paid by the obligor to provide 
coverage for the other party or the child from the obli-
gor’s gross income to determine monthly net income for 
support purposes.

(ii)	 If such a deduction is taken from the obligor’s gross 
income, the premium allocation as set forth in subdivision 
(b)(1) shall not be applied.

(c)	 Reasonable Unreimbursed Medical Expenses.  The trier-of-fact shall 
allocate the obligee’s or child’s reasonable unreimbursed medical expenses.  
However, the trier-of-fact shall not allocate reasonable unreimbursed medical 
expenses incurred by a party who is not owed a statutory duty of support by 
the other party.  The trier-of-fact may require that the obligor’s expense share 
be included in the basic support obligation, paid directly to the health care 
provider, or paid directly to the obligee.

(1)	 Medical Expenses.

(i)	 For purposes of this subdivision, medical expenses are 
annual unreimbursed medical expenses in excess of $250 

per person. 

(ii)	 Medical expenses include insurance co-payments [and], 
deductibles, and all expenses reasonably incurred for neces-
sary medical services and supplies, including but not lim-
ited to surgical, dental, and optical services, psychiatric and 
psychological services, and orthodontia. 

(iii)	 Medical expenses do not include cosmetic, chiropractic, or 
other services unless specifically directed in the order of 
court.

(2)	 The trier-of-fact may impose an annual limitation when the burden 
on the obligor would otherwise be excessive.

 
(3)	 Annual expenses shall be calculated on a calendar year basis. 

(i)	 In the year in which the initial support order is entered, 
or in any period in which support is being paid that is less 
than a full year, the $250 threshold shall be pro-rated. 

(ii)	 The party seeking allocation for an unreimbursed medical 
expense shall provide to the other party the expense’s doc-
umentation, such as a receipt or an invoice, promptly upon 
receipt, but not later than March 31st of the year following 
the calendar year in which the final bill was received by the 
party seeking allocation.

(iii)	 For purposes of subsequent enforcement, unreimbursed 
medical bills need not be submitted to the domestic rela-
tions section prior to March 31st. 

(iv)	 The trier-of-fact shall have the discretion to not allocate 
an expense if documentation is not timely provided to the 
other party.

 
(4)	 If the trier-of-fact determines that out-of-network unreimbursed 

medical expenses were not obtained due to medical emergency or 
other compelling factors, the trier-of-fact may deem those expenses 
to be unreasonable and decline to assess the expenses against the 
other party.

(d)	 Private School Tuition or Summer Camp. Other Additional Expenses.  
Expenses outside the scope of typical child-rearing expenses, such as private 
school tuition, summer camp fees, and other additional expenses as set forth in 
subdivision (d)(2), have not been factored into the Basic Child Support Sched-
ule.

(1)  	 Private School Tuition or Summer Camp.  If the trier-of-fact 
determines that private school or summer camp is reasonable under 
the parties’ circumstances, the trier-of-fact shall [apportion] allocate 
the expense to the parties.

(2)  	 Other Additional Expenses.  The trier-of-fact shall [apportion] 
allocate an additional expense to the parties, if the trier-of-fact 
determines that the expense:

(i)   	 is related to the child’s educational, extra-curricular, or 
developmental activities; and

(ii)   	 is reasonable under the parties’ circumstances.

(3)  	 The trier-of-fact may require that a party’s proportionate share of a 
subdivision (d)(1) or (d)(2) expense is:

(i)   	 included in or excluded from the basic child support obli-
gation;

(ii)   	 paid directly to the service provider; or

(iii)   	 paid directly to the other party.
(4)  	 Documentation.

(i)   	 The party seeking allocation of an expense shall provide 
the other party with the expense’s documentation, such as a 
receipt or an invoice, promptly upon receipt, but not later 
than March 31st of the year following the calendar year 
in which the party incurred the expense, unless the service 
provider invoices the parties separately.

(ii)   	 For subsequent enforcement purposes, a party does not 
need to submit the expense’s documentation to the domes-
tic relations section before March 31.

(iii)  	 The trier-of-fact shall have the discretion to not allocate 
an expense if documentation is not timely provided to the 
other party.

VOL P. 12101

Court Notices
continued from previous page



50 • THE LEGAL INTELLIGENCER 	 T H U R S D AY,  D E C E M B E R  1 8 ,  2 0 2 5

(e)  	 Mortgage Payment.  The support guidelines assume that the spouse occupy-
ing the marital residence will be solely responsible for the mortgage payment, 
real estate taxes, and homeowners’ insurance.  Similarly, the trier-of-fact shall 
assume that the party occupying the marital residence will be paying the items 
listed unless the recommendation specifically provides otherwise.

(1)  	 If the obligee is living in the marital residence and the mortgage pay-
ment exceeds 25% of the obligee’s monthly net income (including 
amounts of spousal support, alimony pendente lite, and child support), 
the trier-of-fact may require the obligor to assume up to 50% of the 
excess amount in the obligor’s support obligation.

(2)  	 If the obligor is occupying the marital residence and the mortgage 
payment exceeds 25% of the obligor’s monthly net income (less any 
amount of spousal support, alimony pendente lite, and child support 
the obligor is paying), the trier-of-fact may downwardly adjust the 
obligor’s support obligation.

(3)  	 This rule shall not be applicable after a final resolution of the out-
standing economic claims in the parties’ divorce action.

(4)  	 For purposes of this subdivision, “mortgage” shall include a first 
mortgage, real estate taxes, and homeowners’ insurance and may 
include a subsequent mortgage, a home equity loan, and other mari-
tal obligations secured by the marital residence.

Comment:  The allocation of additional expenses may be subject to a deviation analysis 
pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-5.  For example, a deviation may be considered if the allo-
cation of additional expenses would reduce a party’s monthly net income below the self-
support reserve.

Subdivision (a)(1)(i) Example: Mother has primary custody of the parties’ two children 
and Father has partial custody.  The parties’ respective monthly net incomes are $2,000 and 
$3,500.  At the combined monthly net income of $5,500 for two children, the basic child sup-
port obligation is [$1,567] $1,694.  As Father’s income represents 64% of the parties’ combined 
monthly net income, Father’s basic child support obligation is [$1,003] $1,084.  Mother incurs 
monthly child care expenses of $400, and Father incurs $100 per month.  The total child care 
expenses, $500, will be [apportioned] allocated between the parties, with Father paying 64%, or 
$320.  As Father is paying $100 for the children’s child care during his partial custody, he would 
pay the remaining $220 to Mother for a total child support obligation of [$1,223 ($1,003 + 
$220)] $1,304 ($1,084 + $220).

Concerning subdivision (a)(1)(ii), see Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(d)(4) for earning 
capacity determination.  Hypothetical child care expenses that are less than a parent’s earn-
ing capacity may be allocated pursuant to subdivision (a)(1)(ii).  Only those hypothetical 
child care expenses that the parent would actually pay, if employed, should be allocated.  See 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2, cmt.

Subdivision (b) does not apply to Medical Assistance.  See 23 Pa.C.S. § 4326(l).

Subdivision (b)(1)-(b)(2) Example 1:  If the parties are separated, but not divorced, and 
Husband pays $200 monthly for employer-provided health insurance for himself, Wife, the par-
ties’ child, and two additional children from a previous marriage, the premium attributable to the 
additional two children, if not otherwise verifiable or known with reasonable ease and certainty, is 
calculated by dividing $200 by five persons and then multiplying the resulting amount of $40 per 
person by the two additional children, for a total of $80 to be excluded from allocation.  Deduct 
this amount from the total premium to arrive at the premium to be allocated between the par-
ties—$120.  Since Husband is paying the premium, and spouses have a statutory duty to support 
one another pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 4321, Wife’s percentage share of the $120 is deducted from 
Husband’s support obligation.  If Wife had been providing the coverage, Husband’s percentage 
share would be added to his basic support obligation.

Subdivision (b)(1)-(b)(2) Example 2:  If the parties are divorced and Father pays $200 
monthly for employer-provided health insurance for himself, the parties’ child, and two additional 
children from a previous marriage, the premium attributable to Father and the two additional chil-
dren will not be allocated between the parties.  Thus, using the same calculations in Example 1, the 
premium attributable to Father and the two other children is $150 ($200 premium divided among 
four covered persons equals $50 per person multiplied by three) and that amount is deducted from 
the total premium, leaving $50 ($200 - $150 = $50) to be allocated between the parties.

Subdivision (b)(1)-(b)(2) Example 3:  The parties are divorced, and Mother is the obligee 
of a child support order.  Father, the obligor, pays $200 monthly for employer-provided health 
insurance for himself and the parties’ child.  Mother pays $400 per month for her employer-
provided health insurance that covers only herself.  The premium Father pays to cover the parties’ 
child, $100 ($200 premium divided between two covered persons, Father and the child), will be 
allocated between the parties in proportion to their respective monthly net incomes.  The pre-
mium that covers Father will not be allocated because the parties are no longer married, and he is 
not owed a duty of support by Mother.  The premium Mother pays to provide her own coverage 
will not be allocated because the parties are no longer married and she is not owed a duty of sup-
port by Father.

Concerning subdivision (b)(3), the maximum amount of any attachment for child and 
medical support is set forth by the federal Consumer Credit Protection Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1601 et 
seq.

Subdivision (c) is intended to implement 23 Pa.C.S. § 4326(e).

An unreimbursed medical expense may be unreasonable if it was an avoidable expense 
incurred solely by the party requesting reimbursement, e.g., expenses for missed office visits, exces-
sive supplies, purchases of name brand medications when generic medications are suitable and 
available, denial of insurance coverage because of a failure to comply with plan requirements, or 
non-emergency out-of-network expenses pursuant to subdivision (c)(4).  

The determination of medical necessity of a medical service or medical supplies can be 
made in a support proceeding or a custody proceeding.  Even if challenged during a support pro-
ceeding (rather than a custody proceeding), the necessity of a medical service or medical supplies, 
which results in an unreimbursed medical expense for which a party seeks allocation subject to 
subdivision (c)(1)(ii), should be determined by the trier-of-fact, and subject to review by a judge if 
the trier-of-fact is not a judge.  

If the trier-of-fact determines that a party acted reasonably in obtaining services that 
were not specifically set forth in the order of support, payment for such services may be ordered 
retroactively.

Pursuant to subdivision (c)(1)(iii), medical expenses for cosmetic, chiropractic, or other 
services may be, but are not required to be, allocated between the parties by the trier-of-fact if such 
expenses are reasonable and necessary.

Historical Commentary

	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2004

   	 Subdivision (a), relating to the federal child care tax credit, has been amended to reflect 
recent amendments to the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 21.  By generally referencing the 
Tax Code, rather than incorporating current Code provisions in the rule, further amendments will 
be incorporated into the support calculation.

Explanatory Comment—2005

   	 Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6 governs the treatment of additional expenses that warrant an 
adjustment to the basic support obligation.

   	 Subdivision (a) relates to child care expenses.  Subdivision (a) has been amended to 
require that child care expenses incurred by either party are to be allocated between the parties 
in proportion to their respective net incomes.  Subsection (a)(1), relating to the federal child care 
tax credit, was amended in 2004 to reflect recent amendments to the Internal Revenue Code.  26 
U.S.C. § 21.  By referring to the Tax Code in general, rather than incorporating current Code 
provisions in the rule, any further amendments will be incorporated into the support calculation.  
Since the tax credit may be taken only against taxes owed, it cannot be used when the eligible par-
ent does not incur sufficient tax liability to fully realize the credit.  For this reason, subsection (2) 
provides that no adjustment to the total child care expenses may be made if the eligible parent does 
not qualify to receive the credit.

   	 Subdivision (b) addresses health insurance premiums.  The cost of the premiums is gen-
erally treated as an additional expense to be allocated between the parties in proportion to their 
net incomes.  Subdivision (b)(1) of the rule permits allocation of the entire premium, including the 
portion of the premium covering the party carrying the insurance, when the insurance benefits the 
other party and/or the children.  Subdivision (b)(2) clarifies that, in calculating the amount of the 
health care premium to be allocated between the parties, subdivision (b)(1) requires the inclusion 
of that portion of the health insurance premium covering the party who is paying the premium, so 
long as there is a statutory duty of support owed to that party, but not the portion of the premium 
attributable to non-parties and children who are not the subjects of the support order.  Subdivision 
(b)(2) provides for proration of the premium when the health insurance covers other persons who 
are not subject to the support action or owed a statutory duty of support.  Subdivision (b) also per-
mits an alternative method for dealing with the cost of health insurance premiums in certain cir-
cumstances.  While, in general, the cost of the premiums will be treated as an additional expense to 
be allocated between the parties in proportion to their net incomes, in cases in which the obligee 
has no income or minimal income, subsection (4) authorizes the trier-of-fact to reduce the obli-
gor’s gross income for support purposes by some or all of the amount of the health insurance pre-
miums.  This is to avoid the result under a prior rule in which the entire cost of health insurance 
would have been borne by the obligor, with no resulting reduction in the amount of support he or 
she would otherwise be required to pay under the support guidelines.  The goal of this provision is 
to encourage and facilitate the maintenance of health insurance coverage for dependents by giving 
the obligor a financial incentive to maintain health insurance coverage.

   	 Subdivision (c) deals with unreimbursed medical expenses.  Since the first $250 of 
medical expenses per year per child is built into the basic guideline amount in the child support 
schedule, only medical expenses in excess of $250 per year per child are subject to allocation under 
this rule as an additional expense to be added to the basic support obligation.  The same is true 
with respect to spousal support so that the obligee-spouse is expected to assume the first $250 per 
year of these expenses and may seek contribution under this rule only for unreimbursed expenses 
which exceed $250 per year.  The definition of “medical expenses” includes insurance co-payments, 
deductibles and orthodontia and excludes chiropractic services.

   	 Subdivision (d) governs apportionment of private school tuition, summer camp and other 
unusual needs not reflected in the basic guideline amounts of support.  The rule presumes alloca-
tion in proportion to the parties’ net incomes consistent with the treatment of the other additional 
expenses.

   	 Subdivision (e) provides for the apportionment of mortgage expenses.  It defines “mort-
gage” to include the real estate taxes and homeowners’ insurance.  While real estate taxes and 
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homeowners’ insurance must be included if the trier-of-fact applies the provisions of this subdivi-
sion, the inclusion of second mortgages, home equity loans and other obligations secured by the 
marital residence is within the trier-of-fact’s discretion based upon the circumstances of the case.

Explanatory Comment—2006
   

A new introductory sentence in Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6 clarifies that additional 
expenses contemplated in the rule may be allocated between the parties even if the parties’ respec-
tive incomes do not warrant an award of basic support.  Thus, even if application of either formula 
Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-4 results in a basic support obligation of zero, the trier-of-fact may enter a 
support order allocating between the parties any or all of the additional expenses addressed in this 
rule.

   	 The amendment of subdivision (e) recognizes that the obligor may be occupying the 
marital residence and that, in particular circumstances, justice and fairness may warrant an adjust-
ment in his or her support obligation.

Explanatory Comment—2008

   	 Federal and state statutes require clarification to subdivision (b) to ensure that all court 
orders for support address the children’s ongoing need for medical care.  In those instances where 
the children’s health care needs are paid by the state’s medical assistance program, and eligibility 
for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (“CHIP”) is denied due to the minimal income of 
the custodial parent, the obligor remains required to enroll the parties’ children in health insurance 
that is, or may become, available that is reasonable in cost.

   	 Government-sponsored health care plans represent a viable alternative to the often 
prohibitive cost of health insurance obtainable by a parent.  Except for very low income children, 
every child is eligible for CHIP, for which the parent with primary physical custody must apply and 
which is based on that parent’s income.  A custodial parent may apply for CHIP by telephone or 
on the Internet.  While co-premiums or co-pays increase as the custodial parent’s income increases, 
such costs are generally modest and should be apportioned between the parties.  Moreover, health 
care coverage obtained by the custodial parent generally yields more practical results, as the cus-
todial parent resides in the geographic coverage area, enrollment cards are issued directly to the 
custodial parent, and claims may be submitted directly by the custodial parent.

Explanatory Comment—2010

   	 Subdivision (e), relating to mortgages on the marital residence, has been amended to 
clarify that the rule cannot be applied after a final order of equitable distribution has been entered.  
To the extent that Isralsky v. Isralsky, 824 A.2d 1178 (Pa. Super. 2003), holds otherwise, it is super-
seded.  At the time of resolution of the parties’ economic claims, the former marital residence will 
either have been awarded to one of the parties or otherwise addressed.

Explanatory Comment—2018

   	 The amendments provide for an adjustment to the parties’ monthly net incomes prior 
to determining the percentage each party pays toward the expenses set forth in Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-6.  Previously, the Rules of Civil Procedure apportioned the enumerated expenses in 
Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6(a)—(d), with the exception of subdivision (c)(5), between the parties based 
on the parties’ respective monthly net incomes as calculated pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-2.  
This apportionment did not consider the amount of support paid by the obligor or received by the 
obligee.

   	 The amended rule adjusts the parties’ monthly net incomes, upward or downward, by 
the spousal support/APL amount paid or received by that party prior to apportioning the expenses.  
This methodology is not new to the Rules of Civil Procedure.  In Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6(c)(5)
(rescinded), the parties’ monthly net incomes in spousal support/APL-only cases were similarly 
adjusted prior to the apportionment of unreimbursed medical expenses.  Likewise, Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-6(e) considers the parties’ monthly net income after the receipt or payment of the support 
obligation for purposes of determining a mortgage deviation.  As the new procedure adopts the 
methodology in former subdivision (c)(5), that subdivision has been rescinded as delineating the 
spousal support only circumstance is unnecessary.

   	 Lastly, the amendment consolidates Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6(b)(1), (2), and (2.1).

Rule 1910.16-7. 	 Support Guidelines. Multiple Family Child Support Obligations.

(a)	 Basic Child Support Obligations Total 50% or Less.  [When] If an obli-
gor’s basic child support obligations total 50% or less of the obligor’s monthly 
net income, there will be no deviation from the basic support obligation on the 
ground of the existence of a new family.

[Example: If the obligor requests a reduction of support for one child of the first mar-
riage on the basis that there is a new child of the second intact marriage, and the relevant 
monthly net incomes are $2,500 for the obligor, $500 for the former spouse, and $1,300 for 
the current spouse, the request for a reduction will be denied because the obligor’s basic 
support obligations total $1,138 ($576 for the first child and $562 for the second child) and 
are less than half of the obligor’s monthly net income.]

(b)	 Basic Child Support Obligations Total Exceeds 50%.  [When the total 
of the] If an obligor’s basic support obligations total exceeds 50% of the 
obligor’s monthly net income, the trier-of-fact may proportionately reduce the 
basic support obligations.

(1)	 The goal of the guidelines is to treat each child equitably, and a first 
or later family shall not receive preference.

(2)	 The trier-of-fact shall not divide the basic child support obligations 
for all of the obligor’s children among the households in which those 
children live.

[Example 1. The obligor is sued for support of an out-of-wedlock child. The obligor is 
already paying support for two children of the first marriage, and has an intact second mar-
riage with one child. The relevant monthly net incomes are $3,800 for the obligor, $1,100 
for the former spouse, $0 for the current spouse, and $1,500 for the parent of the new 
child. The obligor’s basic child support obligations to each family are $1,140 for the two 
children of the first marriage, $854 for the one child of the second marriage, and $743 
for the one child out of wedlock for a total of $2,737. Since the total of these obligations 
exceeds 50% of the obligor’s monthly net income of $3,800, the trier-of-fact may consider a 
proportional reduction of the orders.

Example 2. The obligor is sued for support of three children of a second marriage. There is 
already an order in effect for two children of the first marriage. The relevant monthly net 
incomes are $2,500 for the obligor, $0 for the first spouse, and $500 for the second spouse. 
The obligor’s basic child support obligation to each family is $877 for the two children 
of the first marriage and $1,040 for the three children of the second marriage for a total 
support obligation of $1,917. Since the total obligation leaves the obligor with only $583 
on which to live, the orders are too high as the obligor must be left with a Self-Support 
Reserve of $1,063. However, reducing the order for three children while leaving the exist-
ing order intact would give preference to the first family, contrary to the rule. Therefore, 
both orders shall be reduced proportionally.

Example 3. The obligor is sued by three obligees to establish orders for three children. The 
monthly net income for the obligor and for each obligee is $1,500. The trier-of-fact would 
determine that the obligor’s basic child support obligation for each child is $346 for a total 
of $1,038 for three children. It would be incorrect to determine the basic child support 
obligation for three children, in this case $1,253, and divide that amount among the three 
children. As the obligations exceed 50% of the obligor’s monthly net income, the support 
orders should be reduced proportionately consistent with subdivision (b) and ensure the 
obligor retains the Self-Support Reserve of $1,063 consistent with Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-
2(e).]

(c)	 Presumptive Basic Support Obligation.

(1)	 For purposes of this rule, the obligor’s presumptive basic support 
obligation:

(i)   	 is calculated using only the formula in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-4; and

(ii)	 does not include any additional expenses that may be 
added pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-
6.

(2)	 In calculating the obligor’s presumptive basic support obligation, the 
trier-of-fact shall ensure that the obligor retains at least [$1,063] 
$1,255 per month consistent with [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-2(e).

[Example 1. Assume that the obligor is paying $553 per month support for one child of 
the first marriage, plus an additional $200 per month for child care expenses. The obligor 
requests a reduction in this support obligation on the basis that there is one new child of 
the second intact marriage. The relevant incomes are $2,400 for the obligor and $0 for the 
former and current spouses. The obligor’s request for a reduction shall be denied because 
the total of the basic support obligations for both children is only $1,106 ($553 for each 
child) and does not exceed 50% of the obligor’s monthly net income. A reduction shall not 
be given on the basis that the obligor’s contribution to child care expenses for the first 
child results in an total basic support child obligation of $1,306, which exceeds 50% of the 
obligor’s monthly net income. The presumptive basic child support obligations for the two 
children still total $1,106 ($553 for each child). The trier-of-fact shall consider the devia-
tion factors under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-5 and the parties’ respective contributions to 
additional expenses under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6 in arriving at an appropriate total child 
support obligation for each child.

Example 2. Assume that the obligor is paying $346 per month support for one child of the 
first marriage. The obligor has one new child of the second intact marriage. The relevant 
incomes are $1,500 for the obligor and $0 for the former and current spouses. A reduction 
shall not be given on the basis of the obligor’s new child because the presumptive basic 
child support obligations total $692 ($346 for each child) and this amount does not exceed 
50% of the obligor’s monthly net income. Since, however, this amount leaves the obligor 
with only $808 per month, the trier-of-fact shall proportionally reduce the basic child sup-
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port obligations so that the obligor retains $1,063 per month. The presumptive basic child 
support obligations total $437 ($218.50 for each child). The trier-of-fact shall consider the 
deviation factors under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-5 and the parties’ respective contributions to 
additional expenses under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16-6 in arriving at an appropriate total child 
support obligation for each child.]
Comment:   Subdivision (a) Example:  If the obligor requests a reduction of support for 
one child of the first marriage on the basis that there is a new child of the second intact 
marriage, and the relevant monthly net incomes are $2,500 for the obligor, $500 for the 
former spouse, and $1,300 for the current spouse, the request for a reduction will be 
denied because the obligor’s basic support obligations total $1,152 ($576 for the first child 
and $576 for the second child) and are less than half of the obligor’s monthly net income.

Subdivision (b)(1) Example 1:  The obligor is sued for support of an out-of-
wedlock child.  The obligor is already paying support for two children of the first marriage 
and has an intact second marriage with one child.  The relevant monthly net incomes are 
$3,800 for the obligor, $1,100 for the former spouse, $0 for the current spouse, and $1,500 
for the parent of the new child.  The obligor’s basic child support obligations to each family 
are $1,259 for the two children of the first marriage, $875 for the one child of the second 
marriage, and $800 for the one child out of wedlock for a total of $2,934.  Because the total 
of these obligations exceeds 50% of the obligor’s monthly net income of $3,800, the trier-
of-fact may consider a proportional reduction of the orders.

Subdivision (b)(1) Example 2:  The obligor is sued for support of three children 
of a second marriage.  There is already an order in effect for two children of the first mar-
riage.  The relevant monthly net incomes are $2,500 for the obligor, $0 for the first spouse, 
and $500 for the second spouse.  The obligor’s basic child support obligation to each fam-
ily is $877 for the two children of the first marriage and $1,056 for the three children of 
the second marriage for a total support obligation of $1,933.  Because the total obligation 
leaves the obligor with only $567 on which to live, the orders are too high as the obligor 
must be left with a self-support reserve of $1,255.  However, reducing the order for three 
children while leaving the existing order intact would give preference to the first family, 
contrary to the rule.  Therefore, both orders shall be reduced proportionally.

Subdivision (b)(1) Example 3:  The obligor is sued by three obligees to establish 
orders for three children.  The monthly net income for the obligor and for each obligee 
is $1,500.  The trier-of-fact would determine that the obligor’s basic child support obliga-
tion for each child is $346 for a total of $1,038 for three children.  It would be incorrect 
to determine the basic child support obligation for three children, in this case $1,272, and 
divide that amount among the three children.  As the obligations exceed 50% of the obli-
gor’s monthly net income, the support orders should be reduced proportionately consistent 
with subdivision (b) and ensure the obligor retains the self-support reserve of $1,255 con-
sistent with Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(e).

Subdivision (c) Example 1:  Assume that the obligor is paying $553 per month 
support for one child of the first marriage, plus an additional $200 per month for child care 
expenses.  The obligor requests a reduction in this support obligation on the basis that 
there is one new child of the second intact marriage.  The relevant incomes are $2,400 for 
the obligor and $0 for the former and current spouses.  The obligor’s request for a reduc-
tion shall be denied because the total of the basic support obligations for both children is 
only $1,106 ($553 for each child) and does not exceed 50% of the obligor’s monthly net 
income.  A reduction shall not be given on the basis that the obligor’s contribution to child 
care expenses for the first child results in a total basic support child obligation of $1,306, 
which exceeds 50% of the obligor’s monthly net income.  The presumptive basic child 
support obligations for the two children still total $1,106 ($553 for each child).  The trier-
of-fact shall consider the deviation factors under Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-5 and the parties’ 
respective contributions to additional expenses under Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6 in arriving at an 
appropriate total child support obligation for each child.

Subdivision (c) Example 2:  Assume that the obligor is paying $221 per month 
support for one child of the first marriage.  The obligor has one new child of the second 
intact marriage.  The relevant incomes are $1,500 for the obligor and $0 for the former and 
current spouses.  A reduction shall not be given based on the obligor’s new child because 
the presumptive basic child support obligations total $442 ($221 for each child) and this 
amount does not exceed 50% of the obligor’s monthly net income.  Because, however, this 
amount leaves the obligor with only $1,058 per month, the trier-of-fact shall proportion-
ally reduce the basic child support obligations so that the obligor retains $1,255 per month.  
The presumptive basic child support obligations total $245 ($122.50 for each child).  The 
trier-of-fact shall consider the deviation factors under Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-5 and the par-
ties’ respective contributions to additional expenses under Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6 in arriving 
at an appropriate total child support obligation for each child.

Historical Commentary

	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2005

	 Rule 1910.16-7 has been amended to reflect the updated schedule at Rule 1910.16-3 and 
the increase in the Self-Support Reserve (“SSR”), formerly the CAM, to $748 per month. This 
rule sets forth the calculation of child support obligations in the context of multiple families. 
Awards of spousal support in this context are addressed in Rule 1910.16-2(c)(2).

	 In determining whether the total support obligations exceed 50% of the obligor’s net 
income to warrant a proportionate reduction of the child support orders, subdivision (c) clari-
fies that the total consists only of the basic amounts of child support, as derived from the income 

shares formula in Rule 1910.16-4, and does not include additional expenses that may be added to 
these basic amounts under Rule 1910.16-6. As the first example illustrates, no reduction should be 
given if the basic support obligations do not exceed 50% of the obligor’s net monthly income even 
though his or her contribution to additional expenses may result in an overall obligation exceeding 
this percentage of income. As the second example illustrates, however, in low income cases it may 
be necessary to adjust the child support obligations proportionally even though they do not exceed 
50% of the obligor’s net income. This is consistent with the goals of the SSR to ensure that the 
obligor retains sufficient income to maintain the incentive to work so that he or she can support all 
of the children.

	 Subdivision (c) also emphasizes that the initial amounts which are calculated for pur-
poses of determining whether a proportional reduction is warranted are only presumptive amounts 
of child support. They are subject to upward or downward adjustment under Rules 1910.16-
5 and 1910.16-6 relating to deviation and additional child-related expenses which are typically 
added to the basic obligation. This is intended only to emphasize that the establishment of 
appropriate support obligations for children of different families involves the same considerations 
as the establishment of a support obligation for a child or children of a single family.

Explanatory Comment—2010

	 Rule 1910.16-7 has been amended to reflect the updated schedule in Rule 1910.16-3 and 
the increase in the Self-Support Reserve to $867 per month, the 2008 federal poverty level for one 
person. The distribution priorities formerly in subdivision (d) have been moved to Rule 1910.17(d) 
to clarify that these priorities apply to all support orders, not just those involving multiple families.

Explanatory Comment—2013

	 Rule 1910.16-7 has been amended to reflect the updated schedule in Rule 1910.16-3 and 
the increase in the Self-Support Reserve to $931 per month, the 2012 federal poverty level for one 
person.
Rule 1910.19.  Support. Modification. Termination. Guidelines as Substantial Change in 
Circumstances. Overpayments.

(a)  	 Contents.  A petition for modification or termination of an existing support 
order shall specifically aver the material and substantial change in circumstanc-
es upon which the petition is based.  A new guideline amount resulting from 
new or revised support guidelines may constitute a material and substantial 
change in circumstances.  The existence of additional income, income sources 
or assets identified through automated methods or otherwise may also consti-
tute a material and substantial change in circumstances.

(b)  	 Withdrawal of Petition.  The procedure upon the petition shall be in accor-
dance with Rule 1910.10 et seq.  After a party has filed a petition for modifica-
tion of a child support order, the petition may not be withdrawn unless both 
parties consent or with leave of court.  A petition for modification of spousal 
support or alimony pendente lite may be withdrawn without the consent of the 
other party or leave of court.

(c)  	 Basis for Modification or Termination.  Pursuant to a petition for modifica-
tion, the trier-of-fact may modify or terminate the existing support order in 
any appropriate manner based on the evidence presented without regard to 
which party filed the petition for modification.  If the trier-of-fact finds that 
there has been a material and substantial change in circumstances, the order 
may be increased or decreased based on the parties’ respective monthly net 
incomes, consistent with the support guidelines, existing law, and [Pa.R.C.P. 
No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.18(d), and the party’s custodial time with the child at 
the time the modification petition is heard.

(d)  	 Death of Payee Spouse.  All charging orders for spousal support and alimony 
pendente lite shall terminate upon the death of the payee spouse.

(e)  	 Emancipation Inquiry and Notice.  Within six months prior to the date a 
child who is the subject of a child support order reaches [eighteen (18)] 18 
years of age, the domestic relations section shall issue an emancipation inquiry 
and notice to the obligee, with a copy to the obligor, seeking the following 
information:

(1)  	 confirmation of the child’s date of birth, date of graduation or with-
drawal from high school;

(2)  	 whether the child has left the obligee’s household and, if so, the date 
of departure;

(3)  	 the existence of any agreement between the parties requiring pay-
ments for the benefit of the child after the child has reached age 
[eighteen (18)] 18 or graduated from high school; and

(4)  	 any special needs of the child which may be a basis for continuing 
support for that child beyond the child’s [eighteenth] 18th birthday 
or graduation from high school, whichever is last to occur.

The notice shall advise the obligee that if the inquiry is not returned within [thirty (30)] 30 days 
of mailing or if there is no agreement or the child does not have any special needs, the charging 
order may be modified or terminated by the court. In order to avoid overpayment, [when] if no 
other children are subjects of the child support order and the obligee either does not return the 
emancipation inquiry within [thirty (30)] 30 days of its mailing or does not assert grounds for 
continuing support for the child, then the domestic relations section shall administratively termi-
nate the child support charging order without further proceedings on the last to occur of the date 
the last child reaches age [eighteen (18)] 18 or graduates from high school.  Termination of the 
charging order shall not affect any arrears accrued through the date of termination.  The court 
shall have the authority to enter an order requiring the obligor to pay on arrears in an amount 
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equal to the amount of the charging order until all arrears are paid.

If the order applies to another child or children [and/or] or the obligee asserts that there is an 
agreement between the parties or that a child has special needs requiring continued support, then 
the domestic relations section may schedule a conference prior to the child’s attaining age 18 or 
graduating from high school to determine if the charging order should be modified.

(f)  	 Court Action.  Upon notice to the obligee, with a copy to the obligor, 
explaining the basis for the proposed modification or termination, the court 
may modify or terminate a charging order for support and remit any arrears, 
all without prejudice, [when] if it appears to the court that:

(1)  	 the order is no longer able to be enforced under state law; or

(2)  	 the obligor is unable to pay, has no known income or assets and 
there is no reasonable prospect that the obligor will be able to pay in 
the foreseeable future.

The notice shall advise the obligee to contact the domestic relations section within 60 days of the 
date of the mailing of the notice if the obligee wishes to contest the proposed modification or ter-
mination.  If the obligee objects, the domestic relations section shall schedule a conference to pro-
vide the obligee the opportunity to contest the proposed action.  If the obligee does not respond to 
the notice or object to the proposed action, the court shall have the authority to modify or termi-
nate the order and remit any arrears, without prejudice.

(g)  	 Overpayments.

(1)  	 Order in Effect.  If there is an overpayment in an amount in excess 
of two months of the monthly support obligation and a charging 
order remains in effect, after notice to the parties as set forth below, 
the domestic relations section shall reduce the charging order by 
20% or an amount sufficient to retire the overpayment by the time 
the charging order is terminated. The notice shall advise the par-
ties to contact the domestic relations section within 30 days of the 
date of the mailing of the notice if either or both of them wishes to 
contest the proposed reduction of the charging order. If either party 
objects, the domestic relations section shall schedule a conference to 
provide the objecting party the opportunity to contest the proposed 
action. If neither party responds to the notice or objects to the pro-
posed action, the domestic relations section shall have the authority 
to reduce the charging order.

(2)  	 Order Terminated.  If there is an overpayment in any amount and 
there is no charging order in effect, within one year of the termina-
tion of the charging order, the former obligor may file a petition 
with the domestic relations section seeking recovery of the overpay-
ment.  A copy shall be served upon the former obligee as original 
process.  The domestic relations section shall schedule a conference 
on the petition, which shall be conducted consistent with the rules 
governing support actions.  The domestic relations section shall have 
the authority to enter an order against the former obligee for the 
amount of the overpayment in a monthly amount to be determined 
by the trier of fact after consideration of the former obligee’s ability 
to pay.

(h)  	 Modification of a Support Order with Child Support and Spousal 
Support or Child Support and Alimony Pendente Lite Entered Before 
January 1, 2019.

(1)  	 In a subsequent modification proceeding of an order awarding child 
support and spousal support or child support and alimony pendente 
lite, as provided in [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.18(d), the trier-
of-fact may on its own motion or upon the motion of a party:

(i)   	 make an unallocated award in favor of the spouse and one 
or more children; or

(ii)   	 state the support amount allocable to the spouse and to 
each child.

(2)  	 The trier-of-fact shall clearly state whether the order is allocated or 
unallocated even if the child support and spousal support or child 
support and alimony pendente lite amounts are delineated in the 
order.

(i)   	 If the order is allocated, the [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910-16.4(a)(2) (Part IV) formula determines the spousal 
support amount.

(A)   	 As the formula assumes an unallocated order, 
if the order’s allocation utilizing the formula 
is inequitable, the trier-of-fact may adjust the 
order, as appropriate.

(B)   	 In making an adjustment, the trier-of-fact shall 
consider the federal income tax consequences.

(C)   	 If the parties are in higher income brackets, 
the income tax considerations are likely to be a 
more significant factor in determining a support 
amount.

(ii)   	 If the order is unallocated or the order is for spousal sup-

port or alimony pendente lite only, the trier-of-fact shall not 
consider the federal income tax consequences.

[Note:  See 23 Pa.C.S. § 4348(d) for additional matters that must be specified in a support 
order if arrearages exist when the order is entered.]

(3)  	 A support award for a spouse and children is taxable to the obligee 
while an award for the children only is not.  Consequently, in certain 
situations, an award only for the children will be more favorable to 
the obligee than an award to the spouse and children.  In this situ-
ation, the trier-of-fact should utilize the method that provides the 
greatest benefit to the obligee.

(4)  	 If the obligee’s monthly net income is equal to or greater than the 
obligor’s monthly net income, the guideline amount for spouse 
and children is identical to the guideline amount for children only.  
Therefore, in cases involving support for spouse and children, when-
ever the obligee’s monthly net income is equal to or greater than the 
obligor’s monthly net income, the guideline amount indicated shall 
be attributed to child support only.

(5)  	 Unallocated child support and spousal support or child support and 
alimony pendente lite orders shall terminate upon the obligee’s death.

(6)  	 In the event that the obligor [defaults] is delinquent on an unal-
located order, the trier-of-fact shall allocate the order for child sup-
port collection pursuant to the Internal Revenue Service income tax 
refund intercept program or for registration and enforcement of the 
order in another jurisdiction under the Uniform Interstate Family 
Support Act, 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 7101—7903.  The trier-of-fact shall pro-
vide the parties with notice of allocation.

[Note:  This provision is necessary to comply with various state and federal laws relating 
to child support enforcement.  It is not intended to affect an unallocated order’s tax conse-
quences.]

(7)  	 An unallocated child support and spousal support or child sup-
port and alimony pendente lite order is a final order as to the claims 
covered in the order.

(8)  	 Motions for post-trial relief cannot be filed to the final order.

[Note:  The procedure relating to Motions for Reconsideration is set forth in Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1930.2.

   	 Subdivision (h) incorporates Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.16 (rescinded) and Pa.R.C.P. No. 
1910.16-4(f) (rescinded) for subsequent modification proceedings due to the enactment of 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Pub.L. No. 115-97).]

Comment:  Concerning subdivision (c), a party’s monthly net income may be based upon an 
earning capacity determination pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(d)(4).

Subdivision (h) incorporates Pa.R.Civ.P 1910.16 (rescinded) and Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-4(f) (rescinded) for subsequent modification proceedings due to the enactment of 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Pub.L. No. 115-97).

Concerning subdivision (h)(2), see 23 Pa.C.S. § 4348(d) for additional matters 
required to be specified in a support order if arrearages exist when the order is entered.

Concerning subdivision (h)(6), this provision is necessary to comply with various 
state and federal laws relating to child support enforcement.  It is not intended to affect an 
unallocated order’s tax consequences.

Concerning subdivision (h)(8), the procedure relating to motions for reconsidera-
tion is set forth in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1930.2.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—1981

Subdivision (a) sets forth a rule of pleading. It requires the petition for modification or 
termination to aver “specifically” the reasons for the relief sought.  Modification of a prior order 
requires a “material and substantial change in circumstances.”  This change in circumstances 
should be alleged specifically.

Subdivision (b) requires that a petition for modification or termination follow the same 
procedure as an original complaint.  The Rule recognizes that the domestic relations office confer-
ence may serve the same beneficial purposes that it serves in an original proceeding.  These ben-
efits, settlement or, if there is no settlement, the assembly of all necessary information will aid the 
court in the prompt disposition of these petitions.

Explanatory Comment—1993

   	 Existence of Guidelines as Substantial Change in Circumstances.  In its opinion in Newman 
v. Newman, 409 Pa. Super. Ct. 108, 597 A.2d 684 (Pa. Super. 1991), the Superior Court held that 
enactment of the guidelines does not constitute a substantial change in circumstance which could 
serve as the basis for modification of a support order.  The amended rule allows the trier of fact 
to consider new or revised rules as a change in circumstances where the change in the guidelines, 
either by itself or in combination with other factors, is material and substantial.
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Explanatory Comment—2000

   	 The Pennsylvania Child Support Enforcement System (“PACSES”) is electronically 
linked to a variety of governmental and private agencies and institutions.  This linkage enables 
PACSES to immediately locate and identify an obligor’s income, income sources and assets. Rule 
1910.19 is amended to provide that their identification through these automated methods provides 
a basis for modifying both the current support obligation and the rate of repayment on either past 
due or overdue support. Identification through means other than PACSES continues to provide 
the same basis for modification.

   	 While identification of income sources or assets provides a basis for modification, this 
rule is not intended to prevent a court from ordering that the income or assets be frozen and 
seized under Rule 1910.26 pending the hearing on the petition for modification.  Such relief 
remains available under Rule 1910.26 governing appropriate interim or special relief. See Rule 
1910.1 Explanatory Comment.  Nor is this rule intended to affect the court’s ability to seize 
income or assets under Rule 1910.20 to secure an overdue support obligation.

Explanatory Comment—2002

   	 Although support orders do not terminate automatically, many obligors are unaware of 
the necessity of filing a petition to terminate a child support order when the child becomes eman-
cipated.  As a result, old orders have continued to charge long after the subject child has become 
an adult.  New subdivision (e) is intended to address this problem by giving the obligee notice of 
a proposed modification or termination of the order and the opportunity to object.  If no objec-
tion is made, or if the obligee fails to respond with a reason to continue the order, the rule gives 
the court the authority to terminate or modify the charging order, depending upon whether or not 
other children are covered under the order.

Explanatory Comment—2006

   	 New subdivision (f) addresses an increasing multiplicity of circumstances in which the 
continued existence of a court-ordered obligation of support is inconsistent with rules or law.  An 
obligor with no known assets whose sole source of income is Supplemental Security Income or 
cash assistance cannot be ordered to pay support under Rule 1910.16-2.  Likewise, an obligor with 
no verifiable income or assets whose institutionalization, incarceration or long-term disability pre-
cludes the payment of support renders the support order unenforceable and uncollectible, dimin-
ishing the perception of the court as a source of redress and relief.  Often, the obligor is unable or 
unaware of the need to file for a modification or termination, or the parties abandon the action.  In 
those circumstances, the courts are charged with managing dockets with no viable outcomes.  Both 
the rules and the federal guidelines for child support under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act 
provide for circumstances under which a support order shall not be entered or under which a child 
support case may be closed.  Subdivision (f) expands the authority of the courts to respond to case 
management issues brought about by changes in circumstances of the parties of which the courts 
become aware through the expansion of automated interfaces and data exchanges.
Rule 1910.21. 	 Support Order. Enforcement. Withholding of Income.
***

(f)	 Income Withholding When [the] Obligor [Defaults] is Delinquent on 
Support Order.

***
Rule 1910.27. 	 Form of Complaint. Order. Income Statements and Expense 

Statements. Health Insurance Coverage Information Form. 
Form of Support Order. Form Petition for Modification. 
Petition for Recovery of Support Overpayment.

***
(b)	 Order.  The order to be attached at the front of the complaint in subdivision 

(a) shall be substantially in the following form:

(Caption)
ORDER OF COURT

Plaintiff, __ and __, defendant, are ordered to appear at __ before __, a conference offi-
cer of the Domestic Relations Section, on the __ day of __, 20__, at __. M., for a conference, after 
which the officer may recommend that an order for support be entered against you.  

You are further ordered to bring to the conference:  
(1)	 a true copy of your most recent Federal Income Tax Return, including W-2s, 

as filed[,];  

(2)	 your pay stubs for the preceding six months[,];  

(3)	 the Income Statement and the appropriate Expense Statement, if required, 
attached to this order, completed as required by Rule 1910.11(c) [,];  

(4)	 verification of child care expenses[,]; and  

(5)	 proof of medical coverage which you may have[,] or may have available to 
you.  If you fail to appear for the conference or to bring the required docu-
ments, the court may issue a warrant for your arrest and/or enter an interim 
support order.  If paternity is an issue, the court shall enter an order establish-
ing paternity.

(6)	 If a physician has determined that a medical condition affects your ability to 
earn income you must obtain [a Physician Verification Form] an Advanced 
Practice Provider’s Statement from the domestic relations section, sign it, 
have it completed by your doctor, and bring it with you to the conference.  

THE TRIER OF FACT SHALL ENTER AN APPROPRIATE CHILD SUPPORT 
ORDER BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED, WITHOUT REGARD TO 
WHICH PARTY INITIATED THE SUPPORT ACTION. THE DETERMINATION OF 
WHICH PARTY WILL BE THE OBLIGEE AND WHICH WILL BE THE OBLIGOR 
WILL BE MADE BY THE TRIER OF FACT BASED UPON THE RESPECTIVE INCOMES 

OF THE PARTIES, CONSISTENT WITH THE SUPPORT GUIDELINES AND 
EXISTING LAW, AND THE CUSTODIAL ARRANGEMENTS AT THE TIME OF THE 
INITIAL OR SUBSEQUENT CONFERENCE, HEARING, OR TRIAL. IF SUPPORTED 
BY THE EVIDENCE, THE PARTY NAMED AS THE DEFENDANT IN THE INITIAL 
PLEADING MAY BE DEEMED TO BE THE OBLIGEE, EVEN IF THAT PARTY DID 
NOT FILE A COMPLAINT FOR SUPPORT. 
Date of Order: _____________					     ________________ 
J.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO A LAWYER, WHO MAY ATTEND THE 
CONFERENCE AND REPRESENT YOU. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER, GO TO 
OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW. THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE 
YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER.

IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY BE ABLE 
TO PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES THAT MAY OFFER 
LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE.

_______________________________
(Name)

_______________________________
(Address)

_______________________________
(Telephone Number)

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990
The Court of Common Pleas of __County is required by law to comply with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  For information about accessible facilities and reasonable 
accommodations available to disabled individuals having business before the court, please con-
tact our office.  All arrangements must be made at least 72 hours prior to any hearing or business 
before the court. You must attend the scheduled conference or hearing.

(c)  	 Income Statements and Expense Statements.  The Income Statements and 
Expense Statements to be attached to the order in subdivision (b) shall be sub-
stantially in the following form:

***
(2)  	 Expense Statements.  An Expense Statement is not required in 

cases that can be determined pursuant to the guidelines unless a 
party avers unusual needs and expenses that may warrant a devia-
tion from the guideline amount of support pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. 
No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-5 or seeks an apportionment of expenses 
pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6.  See [Pa.R.C.P. 
No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(c)(1).  Child support is calculated under 
the guidelines based upon the monthly net incomes of the parties, 
with additional amounts ordered as necessary to provide for child 
care expenses, health insurance premiums, unreimbursed medical 
expenses, mortgage payments, and other needs, contingent upon the 
obligor’s ability to pay. The Expense Statement in [subparagraph 
(A)] subdivision (c)(2)(A) shall be utilized if a party is claiming 
that he or she has unusual needs and unusual fixed expenses that 
may warrant deviation or adjustment in a case determined under 
the guidelines.  In child support, spousal support, and alimony pen-
dente lite cases calculated pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-3.1 and in divorce cases involving claims for alimony, 
counsel fees, or costs and expenses pursuant to [Pa.R.C.P. No.] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1920.31(a), the parties shall complete the Expense 
Statement in [subparagraph (B)] subdivision (c)(2)(B).

[Note:  See Pa.R.C.P. No. 1930.1(b). To the extent this rule applies to actions not governed 
by other legal authority regarding confidentiality of information and documents in 
support actions or that attorneys or unrepresented parties file support-related confidential 
information and documents in non-support actions (e.g., divorce, custody), the Case Records 
Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania shall apply.]

(A)	 Guidelines Expense Statement.  If the combined monthly net 
income of the parties is $30,000 or less, it is not necessary to com-
plete this form unless a party is claiming unusual needs and expenses 
that may warrant a deviation from the guideline amount of support 
pursuant to [Rule] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-5 or seeks [an appor-
tionment] allocation of expenses pursuant to [Rule] Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.16-6.  At the conference, each party [must] shall provide 
receipts or other verification of expenses claimed on this statement.  
The Guidelines Expense Statement shall be substantially in the fol-
lowing form.

***
(B)	 Expense Statement for Cases Pursuant to [Rule] Pa.R.Civ.P. 

1910.16-3.1 and [Rule] Pa.R.Civ.P. 1920.31.  No later than five 
business days prior to the conference, the parties shall exchange 
[this form] the Expense Statement substantially in the follow-
ing form, along with receipts or other verification of the expenses 
set forth on [this] the form.  Failure to comply with this [provi-
sion] requirement may result in an appropriate order for sanctions 
[and/]or the entry of an interim order based upon the information 
provided

***
Comment:  See Pa.R.Civ.P. 1930.1(b).  To the extent this rule applies to actions not gov-
erned by other legal authority regarding confidentiality of information and documents in 
support actions or that attorneys or unrepresented parties file support-related confidential 
information and documents in non-support actions, e.g., divorce, custody, the Case Records 
Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania shall apply.

Historical Commentary
	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:
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Explanatory Comment—1994
   The support complaint and Income and Expense Statements contain a verification which states 
that the documents are subject to the penalties of the Crimes Code relating to unsworn falsifica-
tion to authorities. A notary public is not needed.

Explanatory Comment—2006
Rule 1910.27(c) is amended to separate income and expense information and to elicit the 

expense information relevant in cases that fall within the guidelines, as well as those that do not. 
In cases which can be determined under the guidelines, no expense information need be provided 
unless a party is claiming unusual needs and expenses that may warrant a deviation pursuant to 
Rule 1910.16-5 or an apportionment of expenses pursuant to Rule 1910.16-6. If a party is claiming 
such expenses, the form at subsection (c)(2)(A) should be submitted. A separate expense form for 
cases in which the parties’ combined monthly net income exceeds $20,000 is set forth at subsection 
(c)(2)(B).
  Rule 1910.11(c) was amended, effective in March 1995, to provide that only income and extraor-
dinary expenses need be shown on the Income and Expense Statement in cases which can be deter-
mined pursuant to the guidelines. The Explanatory Comment—1994 explained the rationale for 
the amendment.

Nevertheless, because space for both income and expense information was provided on 
the same form Income and Expense Statement, parties often needlessly expended time and effort 
to provide expense information that was not relevant at the conference. The amendments are 
intended to clarify and simplify the submission of expense information.

Explanatory Comment—2010
  	  When the combined net monthly income of the parties exceeds $30,000, the case will 
be decided pursuant to Rule 1910.16-3.1 and the Income Statement and the Expense Statement at 
Rule 1910.27(c)(2)(B) must be submitted.

Explanatory Comment—2012
   	 The form complaint for support in subdivision (a) has been amended to accommodate 
cases initiated pursuant to Rule 1910.3(a)(6). Because a support order may be entered against either 
party without regard to which party initiated the support action pursuant to Rule 1910.3(b), a party 
who believes that he or she may owe a duty of support may use the complaint form to initiate the 
action even if he or she ultimately is determined to be the obligor. In active charging support cases 
in which there is an overpayment in an amount in excess of two months of the monthly support 
obligation and the domestic relations section fails to reduce the charging order automatically to 
recoup the overpayment pursuant to Rule 1910.19(g)(1), the obligor may file a petition for recov-
ery as set forth in subdivision (h) above. A separate form petition has been added in subdivision (i) 
by which a former support obligor may seek recovery of an overpayment in any amount in termi-
nated cases pursuant to Rule 1910.19(g)(2).
Rule 1910.29.  Evidence in Support Matters.

[(a) 	 Record Hearing.  Except as provided in this rule, the Pennsylvania Rules 
of Evidence shall be followed in all record hearings conducted in an 
action for support.  A verified petition, affidavit or document, and any 
document incorporated by reference therein which would not be exclud-
ed under the hearsay rule if given in person shall be admitted into evi-
dence if (1) at least 20 days’ written notice of the intention to offer them 
into evidence was given to the adverse party accompanied by a copy of 
each document to be offered; (2) the other party does not object to their 
admission into evidence; and (3) the evidence is offered under oath by 
the party or witness. An objection must be in writing and served on the 
proponent of the document within 10 days of the date of service of the 
notice of intention to offer the evidence.  When an objection is properly 
made, the Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence shall apply to determine the 
admissibility of the document into evidence.

(b) 	 Medical Evidence.
(1) 	 Non-Record Proceeding.  In a non-record hearing, if a 

physician has determined that a medical condition affects a 
party›s ability to earn income and that party obtains a Physician 
Verification Form from the domestic relations section, has 
it completed by the party›s physician and submits it at the 
conference, it may be considered by the conference officer.  
If a party is receiving Social Security disability or workers› 
compensation benefits, the party shall submit copies of the 
disability or workers› compensation determination in lieu of the 
Physician Verification Form.

(2) 	 Record Proceeding.  If the matter proceeds to a record hearing 
and the party wishes to introduce the completed Physician 
Verification Form into evidence, he or she must serve the form 
on the other party not later than 20 days after the conference. 
The other party may file and serve an objection to the 
introduction of the form within 10 days of the date of service. If 
an objection is made and the physician testifies, the trier of fact 
shall have the discretion to allocate the costs of the physician›s 
testimony between the parties. If there is no objection, the 
form may be admitted into evidence without the testimony 
of the physician. In the event that the record hearing is held 
sooner than 30 days after the conference, the trier of fact may 
provide appropriate relief, such as granting a continuance to 
the objecting party.

(3) 	 The Physician Verification Form shall be substantially in the 
following form:

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF __________ COUNTY
Member Name:
Docket Number:
PACSES Case Number:
 Other State ID Number:

PHYSICIAN VERIFICATION FORM
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE TREATING PHYSICIAN

Physician’s name: 									      

	
Physician’s license number: 							     
		
Nature of patient’s sickness or injury: 						    
										        
										        
							     
Date of first treatment: 								      
		
Date of most recent treatment:  							     
	
Frequency of treatments: 								      
	
Medication: 									       
			 
The patient has had a medical condition that affects his or her ability to earn income from: 
__________ through 	
If the patient is unable to work, when should the patient be able to return to work? Will 
there be limitations? 								      
										        
				  
Remarks: 									       
										        
						    
Date: __________ Signature of Treating Physician: 					   

 
Physician’s address: 								      
										        
										        
								      
Physician’s telephone number: 							     
	
I authorize my physician to release the above information to the __________ County 
Domestic Relations Section.
Patient’s signature: ______________________________ Date: 			   ]

(This is entirely new text)
(a)	 Record Hearing.	 Except as provided in this rule, the court shall follow the 

Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence in a record hearing conducted in an action for 
support. 

(b)	 Documentary Evidence.
(1)	 The court shall admit into evidence statements contained in a veri-

fied petition, affidavit, document, or a document incorporated by 
reference that would not be excluded under the hearsay rule if the 
declarant testified in person, when:
(i)	 the proponent has provided the other party written notice 

at least 20 days prior to the hearing of the intention to 
offer the document into evidence, together with the docu-
ment to be offered; 

(ii)	 the other party does not object to the document’s admis-
sion into evidence; and

(iii)	 the proponent offers the evidence under oath. 
(2)	 A party objecting pursuant to subdivision (b)(1)(ii) shall serve the 

proponent with the written objection within 10 days of the date of 
service of the notice of intention to offer the evidence. 

(3)	 If a party properly objects, the Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence shall 
apply to determine the document’s admissibility. 

(c)	 Medical Evidence.
(1)	 Definition.  For the purpose of this rule, an “advanced practice 

provider” shall mean a licensed physician, physician’s assistant, nurse 
practitioner, psychiatrist, or psychologist.

(2) 	 Conference.
(i)	 A conference officer may consider a party’s medical condi-

tion if:
(A)	 an advanced practice provider has determined 

the medical condition affects a party’s ability to 
earn income;

(B)	 the party’s advanced practice provider has 
completed an Advanced Practice Provider’s 
Statement Form, which shall substantially be the 
same as subdivision (d); and

(C)	 the party submits the completed form at the con-
ference. 

(ii)	 If a party is receiving Social Security disability or Workers’ 
Compensation benefits, the party shall submit the disabil-
ity or Workers’ Compensation determination in lieu of the 
Advanced Practice Provider’s Form.

(3)	 Record Hearing. 
(i)	 Prior to the record hearing, if a party intends to offer a 

completed Advanced Practice Provider’s Statement Form 
into evidence, the party shall serve the completed form on 
the other party no later than 20 days after the conference.

(ii)	 The other party may file and serve a written objection to 
the completed form’s introduction within 10 days of the 
date of service. 

(iii)	 If a party properly objects, the Pennsylvania Rules of 
Evidence shall apply to determine the document’s admis-
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sibility.  If the advanced practice provider is required to 
testify, the trier-of-fact shall have the discretion to allocate 
the cost of the advanced practice provider’s testimony 
between the parties. 

(iv)	 If there is no objection, the trier-of-fact may admit the 
completed form into evidence without the advanced prac-
tice provider’s testimony. 

(v)	 If the record hearing is held sooner than 30 days after the 
conference, the trier-of-fact may provide appropriate relief, 
including granting a continuance to the objecting party.

(d)	 Advanced Practice Provider’s Statement Form.  The Advanced Practice 
Provider’s Statement Form shall be substantially in the following form:   

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF __________ COUNTY
Member Name:
Docket Number:
PACSES Case Number:
Other State ID Number:

 TO BE COMPLETED BY AN ADVANCED PRACTICE PROVIDER
Provider’s name: 	 								      
		
Provider’s license number: 								      
	
Provider’s title (MD, DO, etc.) _________________________________________		
Nature of patient’s sickness or injury: 							     
	
										        
			 
									       
Date of first treatment: 								      

Date of most recent treatment:  							     

Frequency of treatments: 								      

Medications: 									       
										        
						    

Due to the patient’s medical condition, the patient can engage in the following types of work-
related activity (mark all that apply):

___  Very heavy activity involving lifting objects weighing more than 100 pounds at a time with 
frequent lifting or carrying of objects weighing 50 pounds or more, and the ability to perform 
heavy, medium, light, and sedentary activity.

___  Heavy activity involving lifting no more than 100 pounds at a time with frequent lifting or 
carrying of objects weighing up to 50 pounds, and the ability to perform medium, light, and seden-
tary activity.

___  Medium activity involving lifting no more than 50 pounds at a time with frequent lifting or 
carrying of objects weighing up to 25 pound do sedentary, and the ability to perform light and sed-
entary activity.

___  Light activity involving lifting no more than 20 pounds at a time with frequent lifting or car-
rying of objects weighing up to 10 pounds, a good deal of walking or standing, or sitting with some 
pushing and pulling of arm or leg controls. 

___  Sedentary activity involving lifting no more than 10 pounds at a time, occasionally lifting or 
carrying articles like docket files, ledgers, and small tools, sitting, and occasionally walking and 
standing.

___  None.  Based on my assessment, I found that the patient’s condition is such that he or she 
cannot engage in any type of work-related activity.

Please mark whether the patient’s condition is ___ temporary or ___ permanent.

If the patient cannot engage in any type of work-related activity and the patient’s condition 
is temporary, when should the patient be able to engage in any type of work-related activity 
______________

Will there be limitations? 								      

Additional Remarks: _____________________________________________________

Signature of Treating Provider: ______________________________	 Date: ____________ 		

 Provider’s address: __								      
___________
Provider’s telephone number: 							     

I authorize my provider to release the above information to the __________ County Domestic 
Relations Section.
Patient’s signature: ___________________________________  Date: 		  _____
Comment:  This rule is based on 23 Pa.C.S. § 4342(f).  The rule is not intended to affect 23 
Pa.C.S. § 4342(g) - (h), relating to the admissibility of payment records, billing statements, 

and bills for genetic testing and prenatal and postnatal health care of the mother and child.  
Those documents are admissible into evidence without advance notice for the limited 
purposes set forth in the statute.

Historical Commentary
	 The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2000
23 Pa.C.S. § 4342(f) creates a hearsay exception in support actions to permit a verified 

petition, affidavit or document and a document incorporated by reference in any of them to be 
admitted into evidence if it would not otherwise be excluded as hearsay if given in person and it is 
admitted under oath by a party or witness to the support action.  Rule 1910.29 requires that notice 
of the documents to be admitted be given to the other party prior to the hearing.  It also sets forth 
the procedures for raising an objection to the admission of those documents.

If the requisite 20-day notice is given and there is no objection, the document must be 
admitted into evidence under this rule and 23 Pa.C.S. § 4342(f).  In the event an objection is time-
ly made, the rules of evidence apply to determine the document’s ultimate admissibility.

Rule 1910.29 is not intended to affect 23 Pa.C.S. § 4342(g) and (h) relating to admis-
sibility of payment records, billing statements and bills for genetic testing and prenatal and post-
natal health care of the mother and child.  Those documents are admissible into evidence without 
advance notice for the limited purposes which are expressly set forth in those statutory provisions.

                            _____________________________________
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

DOMESTIC RELATIONS PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE

ADOPTION REPORT

Amendment of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.1, 1910.11, 1910.12, 1910.16-1, 1910.16-2, 
1910.16-3, 1910.16-3.1, 1910.16-4, 1910.16-5, 1910.16-6, 1910.16-7, 

1910.19, 1910.21, 1910.27, and 1910.29

On August 11, 2025, the Supreme Court amended Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure 
1910.1, 1910.11, 1910.12, 1910.16-1, 1910.16-2, 1910.16-3, 1910.16-3.1, 1910.16-4, 1910.16-5, 
1910.16-6, 1910.16-7, 1910.19, 1910.21, 1910.27, and 1910.29 as part of the quadrennial sup-
port guidelines review.  The Domestic Relations Procedural Rules Committee has prepared this 
Adoption Report describing the rulemaking process.  An Adoption Report should not be confused 
with Comments to the rules.  See Pa.R.J.A. 103, cmt.  The statements contained herein are those of 
the Committee, not the Court.

Pennsylvania’s support guidelines are subject to review every four years.  See 
23 Pa.C.S. § 4322(a); 45 C.F.R. § 302.56(e).  The Committee is tasked with conducting 
that review.  See Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16.1(e).  As with previous reviews, the Committee was 
assisted in its review by Jane Venohr, Ph.D., an economist with the Center for Policy 
Research.  Dr. Venohr’s services were contracted through the Pennsylvania Bureau of 
Child Support Enforcement.

As has been the practice in prior reviews, the Committee incorporated other 
proposed amendments to the support procedures into the guidelines proposal.  This 
approach was intended to avoid piecemeal amendments to the support rules.  The Com-
mittee published the proposal for comment.  See 54 Pa.B. 8395 (December 28, 2024).1  

Through this Adoption Report, the Committee intends to explain any substan-
tive revisions between the amendments proposed for comment and the amendments 
adopted by the Court.  If there has not been a substantive revision to an aspect of the 
proposal, readers are referred to the Publication Report accompanying the proposal for a 
discussion of the rationale.

Dr. Venohr authored a report, which can be found on the Committee’s website:  
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/committees/rules-committees/domestic-
relations-procedural-rules-committee.  The report concluded that Pennsylvania meets 
the federal requirements of state guidelines.  Report, at p. 5.  The guidelines’ schedule 
is being updated based on more current data on price levels and the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines.  

As an anticipated compliance matter, the Committee proposed amending 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2 to add “incarceration” to subdivision (d)(2)(i) (Involuntary Income 
Reduction) and to rescind subdivision (d)(2)(ii) containing the “exception[s].”  To provide 
rationale for this amendment within the rule, the Comment has been revised post-pub-
lication to add: “Concerning subdivision (d)(2)(i) and the inclusion of ‘incarceration,’ see 
45 C.F.R. § 302.56(c)(3) (‘[I]ncarceration may not be treated as voluntary unemployment 
in establishing or modifying support orders.’).”

The Committee proposed amending Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(c) and Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1910.27(b) to add a requirement that the parties exchange copies of their documents 
prior to or at the conference.  While some commenters were supportive of the proposal, 
the Committee was made aware of the potential risk involved with domestic violence 
victims, anticipated noncompliance, and operational issues involved with the document 
exchange requirement.  Weighing the comments, the Committee discontinued its rec-
ommendation of the proposal.  Instead, if the parties wished to obtain the source docu-
ments, they may seek a separate listing and discovery pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(j)
(2) and Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.12(c)(3).

The Committee also sought input on whether Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(d)(2)(i), 
concerning involuntary income reduction, should specifically address whether terminat-
ing employment for a “necessitous and compelling reason” should be treated as an invol-

1	  	 The Publication Report informed readers that Dr. Venohr’s report 
could be found on the Committee’s webpage, together with a link to that webpage.
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untary income reduction.   See, e.g., Beachem v. UCBR, 760 A.2d 68 (Pa. Cmwlth. 2000) 
(child needing the emotional and psychological support of a parent may be a “necessitous 
and compelling reason” to voluntarily terminate employment).  If a parent terminates 
employment for a “necessitous and compelling reason,” the parent may be entitled to 
receive unemployment compensation under the Unemployment Compensation Law, see 
43 P.S. § 802(b), assuming the parent meets all other qualifications, see id. § 801.  If the 
parent receives unemployment compensation, it is income for support purposes.  See 23 
Pa.C.S. § 4302 (defining “income”).  There may also be a scenario when a parent is not 
qualified to receive unemployment compensation but would otherwise have a “necessi-
tous and compelling reason” for not being employed.    

There was support for the concept of this proposal, but additional refinements 
were deemed necessary so that it stands on its own lest it becomes unintentionally sub-
jugated by unemployment compensation jurisprudence.  Accordingly, this aspect will be 
further considered through separate rulemaking.

In 2022, Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(d)(4) and Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6(a) were amend-
ed to permit the consideration and allocation of hypothetical child care expenses when 
an earning capacity is determined.  See 51 Pa.B. 5539 (September 4, 2021).  In 2024, the 
rules were amended to provide additional clarification.  See 54 Pa.B. 7348 (November 9, 
2024).  Through the current guidelines proposal, the Committee proposed amendments 
seeking to further clarify the rules and their application.  

The Committee received several comments objecting to the discretionary allo-
cation of hypothetical child care expenses.  However, these comments did not offer an 
alternative method to account for such expenses when an earning capacity is determined.  

The substance of the proposed amendments of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(d)(4), 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-5, and Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-6(a) have been adopted.  The Commit-
tee intends to continue to study hypothetical child care expenses, as well as the factors in 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-2(d)(4)(ii) and their application.

The Committee proposed to remove the requirement in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.16-
3.1(b)(2)(iii) that the trier-of-fact consider the parties’ expense statements required by 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(c)(2) and Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(c)(2)(B).  The Committee also pro-
posed a corollary amendment of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.27(c)(2)(A)-(c)(2)(B) concerning the 
use and forms of expense statements in support proceedings, and Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.11(c)
(2).  Based upon the irreconcilable opinions of commenters, the Committee discontinued 
this proposal.  The adjudicatory process, rather than the rulemaking process, appeared to 
be the better forum for resolution.  

As part of the guidelines proposal, the Committee republished a proposed 
amendment of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.29, including a new version of the “Advanced Practice 
Provider’s Statement” form.  An aspect of the amendment would require the exchange of 
the completed form at the support conference.

A commenter objected to the exchange requirement on the same grounds as 
the proposed requirement to exchange financial source documents at conference.  That 
requirement has been removed from Pa.R.Civ.P. 1910.29.

These amendments become effective on January 1, 2026.  

____________________________________________________________________________________

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN RE:	 NO. 316
ORDER AMENDING RULE 511 AND  	 APPELLATE PROCEDURAL 
1113 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RULES 	 RULES DOCKET 
OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE

ORDER

PER CURIAM
AND NOW, this 15th day of July, 2025, upon the recommendation of the Appellate 

Court Procedural Rules Committee; the proposal having been submitted without publication pur-
suant to Pa.R.J.A. 103(a)(3):

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania that 
Rules 511 and 1113 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Appellate Procedure are amended in the attached 
form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
October 1, 2025.
Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined. 
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets.

APPELLATE COURT PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE
ADOPTION REPORT

Amendment of Pa.R.A.P. 511 and 1113
On July 15, 2025, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania amended Pennsylvania Rules of 

Appellate Procedure 511 and 1113.  The Appellate Court Procedural Rules Committee has pre-
pared this Adoption Report describing the rulemaking process.  An Adoption Report should not be 
confused with Comments to the rules.  See Pa.R.J.A. 103, cmt.  The statements contained herein 
are those of the Committee, not the Court.	

In Kramer v. Nationwide Property and Casualty Insurance Co., 313 A.3d 1031 (Pa. 2024), the 
Supreme Court noted that guidance related to the timing of filing a protective cross-petition for 
allowance of appeal was set forth in the commentary to Pa.R.A.P. 511 governing cross-appeals, but 
similar guidance was not provided in the commentary to Pa.R.A.P. 1113 governing cross-petitions 
for allowance of appeal, and referred the matter to the Committee.  Id. 1044 n.17.   The commen-
tary to Pa.R.A.P. 511 relevant to the Court’s referral provided:

If, however, an intermediate appellate court awards different relief than the 
trial court or other government unit, a party may wish to file a cross-petition 

for allowance of appeal under Pa.R.A.P. 1112.  See, e.g., Meyer, Darragh, Buckler, 
Bebenek & Eck, P.L.L.C. v. Law Firm of Malone Middleman, P.C., 179 A.3d 1093, 
1098 & n.5 (Pa. 2018); Meyer, Darragh, Buckler, Bebenek & Eck, P.L.L.C. v. Law 
Firm of Malone Middleman, P.C., 137 A.3d 1247 (Pa. 2016).

Pa.R.A.P. 511, cmt.
	 Following review, this commentary has been removed from Pa.R.A.P. 511 and a refer-
ence to the comment to Pa.R.A.P. 1113 has been added.  Commentary has also been added to 
Pa.R.A.P. 1113 to describe the circumstances when a protective cross-petition for allowance of 
appeal should be filed as discussed in Kramer.  Stylistic revisions have also been made to both rules.
	 The amendments were not published for comment because they are technical in nature 
and do not affect practice or procedure.  The amendments become effective on October 1, 2025.
Rule 511. Cross-Appeals.

The timely filing of an appeal shall extend the time for any other party to cross-appeal as 
set forth in Pa.R.A.P. 903(b) (cross-appeals), 1113(b) (cross-petitions for allowance of appeal), and 
1512(a)(2) (cross-petitions for review).  The discontinuance of an appeal by a party shall not affect 
the right of appeal or cross-appeal of any other party regardless of whether the parties are adverse.
[Note] Comment:  See also Pa.R.A.P. 2113, 2136, and 2185 regarding briefs in cross-appeals 
and Pa.R.A.P. 2322 regarding oral argument in multiple appeals.

An appellee should not be required to file a cross-appeal because the court below ruled 
against it on an issue, as long as the judgment granted appellee the relief it sought.  See Lebanon 
Valley Farmers Bank v. Commonwealth, 83 A.3d 107, 112 (Pa. 2013); Basile v. H & R Block, Inc., 
973 A.2d 417, 421 (Pa. 2009).  For discussion of cross-petitions for allowance of appeal, see 
Pa.R.A.P. 1113, cmt. 

[If, however, an intermediate appellate court awards different relief than the trial 
court or other government unit, a party may wish to file a cross-petition for allowance of 
appeal under Pa.R.A.P. 1112.  See, e.g., Meyer, Darragh, Buckler, Bebenek & Eck, P.L.L.C. 
v. Law Firm of Malone Middleman, P.C., 179 A.3d 1093, 1098 & n.5 (Pa. 2018); Meyer, 
Darragh, Buckler, Bebenek & Eck, P.L.L.C. v. Law Firm of Malone Middleman, P.C., 137 A.3d 
1247 (Pa. 2016).]

In deciding whether to cross-appeal, parties may also consider that appellate 
courts have discretion, but are not required, to affirm for any reason appearing in the record.  
See Commonwealth v. Fant, 146 A.3d 1254, 1265 n.13 (Pa. 2016); Pa. Dept. of Banking v. NCAS 
of Del., LLC, 948 A.2d 752, 762 (Pa. 2008); Am. Future Sys., Inc. v. Better Bus. Bureau of E. Pa., 
923 A.2d 389, 401 (Pa. 2007).

_________________________________________________________________
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA  

ORPHANS’ COURT PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

Proposed Amendment of Rules 4.5, 4.6, 15.4, 15.7, 15.8, 15.9, 15.10, and 15.13 and 
Adoption of Form A-13 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Orphans’ Court Procedure

The Orphans’ Court Procedural Rules Committee is considering proposing to the Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania the amendment of Rules 4.5, 4.6, 15.4, 15.7, 15.8, 15.9, 15.10, and 15.13 and the 
Adoption of Form A-13 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Orphans’ Court Procedure for the reasons 
set forth in the accompanying Publication Report. Pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. 103(a)(1), the proposal 
is being published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin for comments, suggestions, or objections prior to 
submission to the Supreme Court.

Any report accompanying this proposal was prepared by the Committee to indicate the rationale 
for the proposed rulemaking. It will neither constitute a part of the rules nor be officially adopted 
by the Supreme Court.

Additions to the text of the proposal are bolded and underlined; deletions to the text are bolded 
and bracketed.

The Committee invites all interested persons to submit comments, suggestions, or objections in 
writing to:

Pamela S. Walker, Counsel  
Orphans’ Court Procedural Rules Committee
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Pennsylvania  

Judicial Center PO Box 62635
Harrisburg, PA 17106-2635

FAX: 717-231-9546
orphanscourtproceduralrules@pacourts.us

All communications in reference to the proposal should be received by November 5, 2025. E-mail 
is the preferred method for submitting comments, suggestions, or objections; any e-mailed submis-
sion need not be reproduced and resubmitted via mail. The Committee will acknowledge receipt 
of all submissions.
				    By the Orphans’ Court  
				    Procedural Rules Committee,
 				    Kendra D. McGuire, Esq. Chair
 
Rule 4.5. Service of Legal Paper by Court and Clerk.

(a)	 [The] Except as provided in subdivision (c), the clerk and the court may serve all no-
tices, opinions, and orders via electronic means [where any one of the following has occurred] 
if:

	 (1)  the parties have agreed to receipt of legal paper by electronic transmission;

	 (2)  the underlying legal paper related to the notice, opinion or order was 		
          electronically filed; or
	 (3)  an email address appears on an entry of appearance or other legal paper 	                       
previously filed with the clerk in the action.
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(b)	 [The] Except as provided in subdivision (c), the clerk and the court may serve all 
notices, opinions, and orders by facsimile in accordance with [Rule 4.3(c)] Pa.R.O.C.P. 4.3(c).

(c)	 This rule does not apply to the service of hearing notices and scheduling 		
orders that have been waived pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1), (b)(2), 	 	 or (b)(3)
(iii).

[Note: Rule 4.5] Comment: Pa.R.O.C.P. 4.5 is based upon former [Rule 3.7(i)] Pa.R.O.C.P. 
3.7(i); it has been reformatted and relocated to this Chapter IV.  The rule differs from its 
counterpart in former Rule 3.7(i) in several respects. First, this rule permits the clerk and 
the court to serve not only notices, but also opinions and orders, via electronic means as 
well as by facsimile. Second, it provides that the clerk and court are permitted to send 
notices, opinions, and orders via electronic means if the underlying legal paper was filed 
electronically. Service from the court and clerk can occur even if the local judicial district 
has not implemented electronic filing.

Subdivision (c) pertains to the service of a notice of a hearing to terminate parental rights 
pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1), (b)(2), or (b)(3)(iii). In some judicial districts, a hearing 
notice may be known as a “scheduling order.” Any person entitled to notice of the hearing 
may waive in writing such notice, except for: (1) a petitioning birth parent in a voluntary 
termination of parental rights proceeding pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7 or 15.8; or (2) a 
person who is the subject of an involuntary termination of parental rights proceeding and 
whose parental rights are sought to be terminated pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.10.
 

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment: This Rule 4.5 differs from its counterpart in former Rule 3.7(i) in several 
respects: first, this Rule permits the clerk and court to serve not only notices, but also opinions and 
orders, via electronic means as well as by facsimile; and second, it provides that the clerk and court 
are able to send notices, opinions, and orders via electronic means if the underlying legal paper was 
filed electronically. Service from the court and clerk as provided in Rule 4.5 can occur even if the 
local judicial district has not implemented electronic filing.
 
Rule 4.6.	Notice of the Date of Entry of an Adjudication or Court Order on the Docket.

(a)	 [The] Except as provided in subdivision (c), the clerk shall immediately give writ-
ten notice of the entry of an adjudication or court order in a particular matter to each interested 
party’s counsel of record or, if unrepresented, to each interested party. The notice shall include a 
copy of the adjudication or court order.

(b)	 The clerk shall note in the docket the date when notice was given to the interested party 
or to his or her counsel under [subparagraph (a) of this Rule] subdivision (a).

(c)	 This rule does not apply to the service of hearing notices and scheduling 		
orders that have been waived pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1), (b)(2), 		  or (b)(3)
(iii).

[Note: Rule 4.6] Comment: This rule has no counterpart in the former Orphans’ Court [Rule] 
Rules, but is derived from [Pa.R.C.P. No. 236.] Pa.R.Civ.P. 236.

Subdivision (c) pertains to the service of a notice of a hearing to terminate parental rights 
pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1), (b)(2), or (b)(3)(iii). In some judicial districts, a hearing 
notice may be known as a “scheduling order.” Any person entitled to notice of the hear-
ing to terminate parental rights may waive in writing such notice, except for: (1) a peti-
tioning birth parent in a voluntary termination of parental rights proceeding pursuant to 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7 or 15.8; or
(2) a person who is the subject of a involuntary termination of parental rights proceeding 
and whose parental rights are sought to be terminated pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.10.
 
Rule 15.4. Notice of Hearing to Terminate Parental Rights; Method and Time.

(a)	 [Contents of Notice; Service of Notice and Copies to Others.] Form and Service 
of Notice.

(1)	 For a petition filed under [Rule 15.7] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7, [(]relating to Voluntary 
Relinquishment to Agency[)], or [Rule 15.8] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.8, [(]relating to Voluntary 
Relinquishment to Adult Intending to Adopt Child[)], notice shall be in the form and served upon 
the individuals as provided in 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(b), except for a petitioning birth parent who is 
self-represented.
(2)	 For a petition filed under [Rule 15.9] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.9 (relating to Alternative 
Procedure for Relinquishment by Confirmation of Consent to Adoption), notice shall be in the 
form provided in 23 Pa.C.S. § 2513(b) and served upon the individuals as provided in 23 Pa.C.S. § 
2504(b).

(3)	 For a petition filed under [Rule 15.10] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.10 (relating to Involuntary 
Termination of Parental Rights), notice shall be in the form and served upon the individuals as 
provided in 23 Pa.C.S. § 2513(b).

(b)	 Method of [Notice] Service.

(1)	 Voluntary Relinquishment.
(i)	 Generally. For a proceeding under [Rule 15.7] Pa.R.O.C.P.
15.7 (relating to Voluntary Relinquishment to Agency) or [Rule 15.8] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.8, [(]
relating to Voluntary Relinquishment to Adult Intending to Adopt Child[)], every person whose 
parental rights are sought to be terminated in the proceeding and any other person entitled to 

notice under 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(b) shall be [provided] served by the petitioner with notice of the 
hearing by one of the following means:

(A)	 personal service;

(B)	 registered or certified mail with delivery restricted to the addressee only and a return re-
ceipt requested, or first- class United States mail postage prepaid, mailed to the person’s residence, 
location where he or she is known
 
to be staying, or business where he or she is known to be currently employed;

(C)	 electronic transmission provided such person has signed a writing consenting that notice 
be sent by electronic transmission, providing an electronic mail address or social media account 
to which such notice shall be sent, and verifying that he or she regularly accesses and reviews such 
electronic mail address or social media account; or

(D)	 such other means including electronic transmission as the court may require under the 
facts of the individual case.

(ii)	 [Any] Waiver. Except for a petitioning birth parent, any person entitled to notice of 
the hearing may waive in writing such notice by filing the form provided in the Appendix to 
these rules and serving it on the petitioner and any other person entitled to the notice.

(2)	 Alternative Procedure for Relinquishment.

(i)	 Generally. For a proceeding under [Rule 15.9] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.9, [(]relating to con-
firming consent as an Alternative Procedure for Relinquishment[)], every person whose parental 
rights are sought to be terminated in the proceeding and any other person entitled to notice under 
23 Pa.C.S. § 2504(b) shall be [provided] served by the petitioner with notice of the hearing by 
one of the following means:

(A)	 personal service;

(B)	 registered or certified mail with delivery restricted to the addressee only and a return 
receipt requested mailed to the person’s residence, location where he or she is known to be staying, 
or business where he or she is known to be currently employed;

(C)	 electronic transmission provided such person has signed a writing consenting that notice 
be sent by electronic transmission, providing an electronic mail address or social media account to 
which such notice
 
shall be sent, and verifying that he or she regularly accesses and reviews such electronic mail ad-
dress or social media account; or

(D)	 such other means including electronic transmission as the court may require under the 
facts of the individual case.

(ii)	 Waiver. Any person entitled to notice of the hearing may waive in writing such notice by 
filing the form provided in the Appendix to these rules and serving it on the petitioner any 
other person entitled to the notice.

(3)	 Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights.

[(A)](i) Generally. For a proceeding under [Rule 15.10] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.10, [(]relating to 
Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights[)], every person entitled to notice as provided in 23 
Pa.C.S. § 2513(b) shall be [provided] served by the petitioner with notice of the hearing by one 
of the following means:

(A)	 personal service;

(B)	 registered or certified mail with delivery restricted to the addressee only and a return 
receipt requested mailed to the person’s residence, location where he or she is known to be staying, 
or business where he or she is known to be currently employed; or

(C)	 such other means including electronic transmission as the court may require under the 
facts of the individual case.

[(B)](ii)Petition. If the identity and location of the person whose parental rights are sought to be 
involuntarily terminated are known or can be determined after reasonable investigation, a copy of 
the petition for involuntary termination of parental rights shall be attached to the notice required 
by 23 Pa.C.S. § 2513(b).

[(C)](iii)Waiver. A person who is not the subject of the proceeding and whose parental rights are 
not sought to be terminated in the proceeding but who is entitled to receive notice of the hearing 
under 23 Pa.C.S. § 2513(b) may waive in writing such notice by filing the form provided in the 
Appendix to these rules and serving it on the petitioner any other person entitled to the 
notice.

[(4)](c)Service by Publication. If service cannot be obtained upon the person whose parental 
rights are sought to be terminated either because service is refused or unsuccessful and no alterna-
tive service is directed by the court or because the person’s identity or whereabouts are unknown 
after reasonable investigation, then [notice] service by publication shall be [given] made by the 
petitioner as directed by the court, after a motion in accordance with [Pa.R.C.P. No. 430(a)] 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 430(a) and upon a finding by the court that a reasonable investigation was made.
[(A)](1)In addition to any other requirements that may be imposed by the court, the publication 
notice shall include the last name of the birth mother, the date of the child’s birth, the place of the 
child’s birth and the child’s gender. The publication notice shall include the contents of the notice 
required by 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(b) or 23 Pa.C.S. § 2513(b), as applicable, but shall not include notice 
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of the opportunity for a birth relative of the child to enter into a Contact Agreement.

[(B)](2)The publication notice shall direct the person whose parental rights are sought to be ter-
minated to contact the petitioner or counsel for the petitioner as set forth in the notice to obtain a 
copy of the petition prior to the hearing.
[(C)](3)Publication shall occur once in a newspaper of general circulation for the county where 
the birth parent whose rights are sought to be terminated resides, or if not known, the place where 
the child was conceived.

[(5)](d)Other Persons Entitled to Notice. If service cannot be obtained upon a person who is 
not the subject of the proceeding and whose parental rights are not sought to be terminated in 
the proceeding but who is entitled to receive notice of the hearing under 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(b), § 
2504(b), or § 2513(b), and service could not be obtained either because service is refused or unsuc-
cessful or because the person’s identity or whereabouts are unknown after reasonable investigation, 
no further service of the notice shall be required.
 
[(6)](e)Service of Other Legal Papers. Once service has been obtained in a manner as provided 
upon the person whose parental rights are sought to be terminated, all persons entitled to receive 
any subsequent legal paper or notice may be served by hand delivery, by first-class United States 
mail, postage prepaid, to the person’s last known residence, location where he or she is known to 
be staying or business where he or she is known to be currently employed, by electronic transmis-
sion provided such person has signed a writing consenting that notice be sent by electronic trans-
mission, providing an electronic mail address or social media account to which such notice shall 
be sent, and verifying that he or she regularly accesses and reviews such electronic mail address or 
social media account, or to the person’s counsel of record, if represented.

[(c)](f) Timing of Notice. Notice of the hearing shall be [provided] served at least
[10] ten days prior to the date of the hearing.

(g)	 Revocation of Waiver.

(1)	 Any person who waives service of the hearing notice pursuant to subdivision (b)
(1), (b)(2), or (b)(3)(iii) may subsequently revoke the waiver by filing a written revocation of 
the waiver and serving it on the petitioner any other person entitled to the notice.

(2)	 Revocation of a waiver of service of the hearing notice does not affect the validity 
of a consent given pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2504.

Comment: A petitioning birth parent who is self-represented in a proceeding under 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7 (Voluntary Relinquishment to Agency) or Pa.R.O.C.P 15.8 (Voluntary 
Relinquishment to Adult Intending to Adopt Child) is not required to serve notice of the 
hearing upon himself or herself. All other circumstances require service of notice of the 
hearing on a petitioning birth parent, including by an agency, a third party, or counsel for 
the petitioning birth parent.

A petitioning birth parent in a voluntary relinquishment proceeding may not waive service 
of the hearing notice because the petitioning birth parent is required to be at the hear-
ing and be available to be examined under oath. See Pa.R.O.C.P. Rules 15.7(c)(3), 15.8(c)
(3). Similarly, a person who is the subject of an involuntary termination of parental rights 
proceeding and whose parental rights are sought to be terminated pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 
15.10 may not waive service of the hearing notice.
 
A waiver of service of the hearing notice does not apply to any other legal papers or orders 
issued in the proceeding, including, but not limited to, a termination order, a notice of the 
right to file medical, personal or social history information with the court or Department, 
or a Contact Agreement.

As used in this rule, personal service means service by handing a copy to the person en-
titled to notice.

See Pa.R.Civ.P. 76 that certified mail is the equivalent of registered mail.

The notice required by subdivision (a)(3) advises a parent whose rights are subject to 
termination in an involuntary termination proceeding that he or she has the right to be 
represented at the hearing by a lawyer. The notice includes the contact information for 
the person or agency in the judicial district from whom information as to the availability 
of legal assistance may be obtained. The court shall appoint counsel for a parent whose 
rights are subject to termination in an involuntary termination proceeding, if upon peti-
tion of the parent, the court determines that the parent is unable to pay for counsel or 
that payment would result in substantial financial hardship. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2313(a.1); 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.10(d)(2). See also Pa.R.O.C.P. 1.40 (pertaining to petitions to proceed in 
forma pauperis).
See Pa.R.Civ.P. 430(a) regarding the averments necessary in a motion for alternative service 
if service cannot otherwise be accomplished. If the motion under Pa.R.Civ.P. 430(a) avers 
sufficient facts and includes sufficient supporting exhibits to establish that a reasonable 
investigation was made to ascertain the identity or whereabouts of the subject birth parent, 
the court need not conduct a hearing on the motion, but shall issue an order directing 
alternative service, including service by electronic transmission or publication.

The PACFile electronic filing system, developed and administered by the Administrative 
Office of Pennsylvania Courts, does not provide notice of the hearing that is compliant 
with the requirements of subdivisions (b)(1)(iii) and (b)(2)(iii), unless a person consents 
in writing to notices being sent by electronic transmission. In the alternative, a court may, 
per subdivisions (b)(1)(iv), (b)(2)(iv), and (b)(3)(i)(C), and dependent upon the facts of an 
individual case, permit notification of the hearing by PACFile without requiring consent in 
writing that the notice be sent by electronic transmission.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:
 
Explanatory Comment: The notice required by subparagraph (a)(3) advises a parent whose rights 
are subject to termination in an involuntary termination proceeding that he or she has the right 
to be represented at the hearing by a lawyer. The notice includes the contact information for the 
person or agency in the judicial district from whom information as to the availability of legal help 
may be obtained. The court shall appoint counsel for a parent whose rights are subject to termina-
tion in an involuntary termination proceeding, if upon petition of the parent, the court determines 
that the parent is unable to pay for counsel or that payment would result in substantial financial 
hardship. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2313(a.1); Rule 15.10(d)(2).

Personal service in the context of this Rule means service by handing a copy to the person entitled 
to notice.

See Pa.R.C.P. No. 76 that certified mail is the equivalent of registered mail.

See also Pa.R.C.P. No. 430(a) regarding the averments necessary in a motion for alternative service 
if service cannot otherwise be accomplished. If the motion under Pa.R.C.P. No. 430(a) avers suf-
ficient facts and includes sufficient supporting exhibits to establish that a reasonable investigation 
was made to ascertain the identity or whereabouts of the subject birth parent, the court need not 
conduct a hearing on the motion, but shall issue an order directing alternative service, including 
service by electronic transmission or publication.

The PACFile electronic filing system, developed and administered by the Administrative Office 
of Pennsylvania Courts, does not provide notice of the hearing that is compliant with the require-
ments of (b)(1)(C) and (b)(2)(C), unless a person consents in writing to notices being sent by 
electronic transmission. In the alternative, a court may, per subparagraphs (b)(1)(D), (b)(2)(D), and 
(b)(3)(A)(iii) and dependent upon the facts of an individual case, permit notification of the hearing 
by PACFile without requiring consent in writing that the notice be sent by electronic transmission.
 
Rule 15.7. Voluntary Relinquishment to Agency.

(a)	 Petition. A petition under 23 Pa.C.S. § 2501 to relinquish parental rights and du-
ties with respect to a child who has been in the care of an agency shall contain the following 
averments:

(1)	 the name, address, age, and racial background of each petitioner;

(2)	 the information required in [subparagraph (1)] subdivision (a)(1) as to any parent who 
is not a petitioner, including the birth father, presumptive father, and putative father, or the reasons 
why the court should find such information is not necessary;

(3)	 the marital status of the mother as of the time of the child’s birth and during one year 
prior thereto, and her maiden name;

(4)	 the name, age, date of birth, place of birth, racial background, and gender of the child;

(5)	 the name and address of the agency having care of the child;

(6)	 the date when the child was placed with the agency;

(7)	 the reasons for seeking relinquishment;

(8)	 whether each petitioner has been informed of counseling services concerning the termi-
nation of parental rights and the alternatives thereto and provided with a list of qualified counsel-
ors and counseling services;

(9)	 whether each petitioner has received any counseling concerning the termination of 
parental rights and the alternatives thereto and, if so, the name of the organization or qualified 
counselor providing such counseling services;

(10)	 whether each petitioner has been informed of the opportunity for a birth relative of the 
child, including the petitioner, to enter into a Contact Agreement with the Prospective Adoptive 
Parents, once identified;

(11)	 whether the agency’s consent to accept custody of the child until such time as the child is 
adopted is attached to the petition; and
 
(12)	 that each petitioner understands the petition, has considered the alternatives, and has 
executed the petition voluntarily.
(b)	 Exhibits. The following exhibits shall be attached to the petition:

(1)	 Documentation signed by each petitioner as required by 23 Pa.C.S.
§ 2501(a).

(2)	 A verified statement from a representative of the agency, counsel for the agency, or coun-
sel representing any other party that written notice was provided to the [petitioner] petitioning 
birth parent regarding the opportunity [of] for a birth relative to enter into a Contact Agreement, 
that such notice was provided [by hand delivery, by first-class United States mail, postage 
prepaid, to the last known address, or by electronic transmission in accordance with Rule 
15.4(b)(1)(C)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such notice was 
given. A copy of the notice shall accompany this verified statement.

(3)	 If, as part of the hearing on the petition, the parental rights of a putative father could 
be terminated pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(d), and if written notice of the opportunity to enter 
into a Contact Agreement has been provided to the putative father in advance of the petition’s 
filing, a verified statement from a representative of the agency, counsel for the agency, or counsel 

VOL P. 12111



60 • THE LEGAL INTELLIGENCER 	 T H U R S D AY,  D E C E M B E R  1 8 ,  2 0 2 5 VOL P. 12112

Court Notices
continued from previous page

representing any other party that written notice was provided to the putative father regarding the 
opportunity of a birth relative to enter into a Contact Agreement, that such notice was provided 
[by hand delivery, by first-class United States mail, postage prepaid, to the last known ad-
dress, or by electronic transmission in accordance with Rule 15.4(b)(1)(C)] pursuant to 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such notice was given[,] or the [reasons] reason 
why such notice cannot be given, including efforts made to identify or locate the subject person. If 
notice was given, a copy of the notice shall accompany this verified statement.

(4)	 The joinder or consent of the agency having care of the child, including its consent to 
accept custody of the child until such time as the child is adopted.

(c)	 Hearing and Decree.
 
(1)	 Notice of the hearing on the petition shall be provided in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. 
§ 2503(b), and in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(d) if the rights of a putative father are to be 
terminated as part of the same proceeding, and shall be served in accordance with [Rule 15.4(b)
(1)] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1).

(2)	 On or before the hearing, the court shall be presented with a certificate of service stating 
that notice of the hearing on the petition was [given to] served on the petitioner and all oth-
ers entitled to a copy of the notice in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503 and [Rule 15.4(b)(1)] 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1).

(3)	 The [petitioner] petitioning birth parent voluntarily relinquishing his or her parental 
rights shall be present at the hearing and available to be examined under oath.

(4)	 If as part of hearing on the petition, the parental rights of a putative father could be ter-
minated pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(d), and if notice of the opportunity to enter into a Contact 
Agreement was not provided to the subject putative father prior to the petition’s filing, then on or 
before the hearing, the court shall be presented with a verified statement from a representative of 
the agency, counsel for the agency, or counsel representing any other party that written notice was 
provided to the subject putative father regarding the opportunity of a birth relative to enter into 
a Contact Agreement[, that such notice was provided by hand delivery, by first-class United 
States mail, postage prepaid, to the last known address, or by electronic transmission in 
accordance with Rule 15.4(b)(1)(C)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date 
that such notice was given or the [reasons] reason why such notice cannot be given, including 
efforts made to identify or locate the subject person. If notice was given, a copy of the notice shall 
accompany this verified statement.

Comment: The agency, the intermediary, or an attorney for a party shall provide notice of 
the opportunity to enter into a Contact Agreement to the Prospective Adoptive Parents, 
a birth parent, and, in some instances, a child. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2733(c). Notice to a birth 
relative who is not a birth parent is not statutorily required, although a birth relative may 
enter and become a party to a Contact Agreement.
 
An original birth certificate or certification of registration of the child’s birth must be filed 
with the clerk by the time of filing the initial petition to terminate parental rights. See 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.3(b.

A petitioning birth parent who is self-represented in a proceeding under this rule is not 
required to serve notice of the hearing upon himself or herself. See Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1). 
All other circumstances require service of notice of the hearing on a petitioning birth par-
ent, including by counsel of the petitioning birth parent.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

	 Explanatory Comment: Section 2733(c) of the Adoption Act requires the agency, the 
intermediary or an attorney for a party to provide notice of the opportunity to enter into a Contact 
Agreement to the Prospective Adoptive Parents, a birth parent, and, in some instances, a child. 
Notice to a birth relative who is not a birth parent is not statutorily required, although birth rela-
tives may enter into and become parties to a Contact Agreement.

	 An original birth certificate or certification of registration of the child’s birth must be 
filed with the clerk by the time of filing the initial petition to terminate parental rights. See Rule 
15.3(b).
 
Rule 15.8. Voluntary Relinquishment to Adult Intending to Adopt Child.

(a)	 Petition. A petition under 23 Pa.C.S. § 2502 to relinquish parental rights with respect to 
a child who has been in the exclusive care of Prospective Adoptive Parents shall contain the follow-
ing averments:

(1)	 the name, address, age, and racial background of each petitioner;

(2)	 the information required in [subparagraph (1)] subdivision (a)(1) as to any parent who 
is not a petitioner, including the birth father, presumptive father, and putative father, or the reasons 
why the court should find such information is not necessary;
(3)	 the marital status of the mother as of the time of the child’s birth and during one year 
prior thereto, and her maiden name;

(4)	 the name, age, date of birth, place of birth, racial background, and gender of the child;

(5)	 the date when the child was placed with the Prospective Adoptive Parents;

(6)	 the date when the Report of Intention to Adopt was filed;

(7)	 the reasons for seeking relinquishment;

(8)	 whether each petitioner has been informed of counseling services concerning the termi-
nation of parental rights and the alternatives thereto and provided with a list of qualified counsel-
ors and counseling services;
(9)	 whether each petitioner has received any counseling concerning the termination of 
parental rights and the alternatives thereto and, if so, the name of the organization or qualified 
counselor providing such counseling services;

(10)	 whether each petitioner has been informed of the opportunity for a birth relative of the 
child, including the petitioner, to enter into a Contact Agreement with the Prospective Adoptive 
Parents;

(11)	 whether a Report of Intention to Adopt under 23 Pa.C.S. § 2531 or an adoption petition 
under [Rule 15.13] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.13 has been filed;
 
(12)	 whether the Prospective Adoptive Parents’ consent to accept custody of the child until 
such time as the child is adopted is attached to the petition; and

(13)	 that each petitioner understands the petition, has considered the alternatives, and has 
executed the petition voluntarily.

(b)	 Exhibits. The following exhibits shall be attached to the petition:

(1)	 A verified statement from a representative of the agency or intermediary, counsel for the 
agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any other party that written notice was provided 
to the [petitioner] petitioning birth parent regarding the opportunity to enter into a Contact 
Agreement, that such notice was provided [by hand delivery, by first-class United States mail, 
postage prepaid, to the last known address, or by electronic transmission in accordance 
with Rule 15.4(b)(1)(C)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such 
notice was given. A copy of the notice shall accompany this verified statement.

(2)	 If, as part of the hearing on the petition, the parental rights of a putative father could be 
terminated pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(d), and if written notice of the opportunity to enter into 
a Contact Agreement has been provided to the putative father in advance of the petition’s filing, a 
verified statement from a representative of the agency or intermediary, counsel for the agency or 
intermediary, or counsel representing any other party that written notice was provided to the puta-
tive father regarding the opportunity of a birth relative to enter into a Contact Agreement, that 
such notice was provided [by hand delivery, by first-class United States mail, postage prepaid, 
to the last known address, or by electronic transmission in accordance with Rule 15.4(b)(1)
(C)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such notice was given[,] or the 
[reason(s)] reason why such notice cannot be given, including efforts made to identify or locate 
the subject person. If notice was given, a copy of the notice shall accompany this verified statement.

(3)	 The signed consents of the Prospective Adoptive Parents to accept custody of the child 
until such time as the adoption is completed.

(c)	 Hearing and Decree.
 
(1)	 Notice of the hearing on the petition shall be provided in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. 
§ 2503(b), and in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(d) if the rights of a putative father are to be 
terminated as part of the same proceeding, and shall be served in accordance with [Rule 15.4(b)
(1)] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1).

(2)	 On or before the hearing, the court shall be presented with a certificate of service stating 
that notice of the hearing on the petition was [given to] served on the petitioner and all oth-
ers entitled to a copy of the notice in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503 and [Rule 15.4(b)(1)] 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1).

(3)	 The [petitioner] petitioning birth parent voluntarily relinquishing his or her parental 
rights shall be present at the hearing and available to be examined under oath.

(4)	 If as part of hearing on the petition, the parental rights of a putative father could be ter-
minated pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(d), and if notice of the opportunity to enter into a Contact 
Agreement was not provided to the subject putative father prior to the petition’s filing, then on or 
before the hearing, the court shall be presented with a verified statement from a representative of 
the agency or intermediary, counsel for the agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any 
other party that written notice was provided to the subject putative father regarding the opportu-
nity of a birth relative to enter into a Contact Agreement, that such notice was provided [by hand 
delivery, by first-class United States mail, postage prepaid, to the last known address, or 
by electronic transmission in accordance with Rule 15.4(b)(1)(C)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 
15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such notice was given or the [reason(s)] reason why such 
notice cannot be given, including efforts made to identify or locate the subject person. If notice 
was given, a copy of the notice shall accompany this verified statement.

Comment: An original birth certificate or certification of registration of the child’s birth 
must be filed with the clerk by the time of filing the initial petition to terminate parental 
rights. See Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.3(b). For additional information about notice of the opportunity 
to enter into a Contact Agreement, see Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7, cmt.

A petitioning birth parent who is self-represented in a proceeding under this rule is not 
required to serve notice of the hearing upon himself or herself.  See
 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1). All other circumstances require service of notice of the hearing on a 
petitioning birth parent, including by counsel for the petitioning birth parent.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:
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Explanatory Comment: An original birth certificate or certification of registration of the child’s 
birth must be filed with the clerk by the time of filing the initial petition to terminate parental 
rights. See Rule 15.3(b). For additional information about notice of the opportunity to enter into a 
Contact Agreement, see the Explanatory Comment to Rule 15.7.
Rule 15.9. Alternative Procedure for Relinquishment by Confirmation of Consent to 
Adoption.

…

(b)	 Exhibits. The following exhibits shall be attached to the petition:

(1)	 The original consent(s) to adoption.

(2)	 A verified statement from a representative of the agency or intermediary, counsel for the 
agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any other party that written notice was provided 
to the consenter regarding the opportunity of a birth relative to enter into a Contact Agreement, 
that such notice was provided [by hand delivery, by first-class United States mail, postage 
prepaid, to the last known address, or by electronic transmission in accordance with Rule 
15.4(b)(2)(C)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such notice was 
given. A copy of the notice shall accompany this verified statement.

(3)	 If, as part of the hearing on the petition, the parental rights of a putative father could be 
terminated pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2504(c), and if written notice of the opportunity to enter into 
a Contact Agreement has been provided to the putative father in advance of the petition’s filing, a 
verified statement from a representative of the agency or intermediary, counsel for the agency or 
intermediary, or counsel representing any other party that written notice was provided to the puta-
tive father regarding the opportunity of a birth relative to enter into a Contact Agreement, that 
such notice was provided [by hand delivery, by first-class United States mail postage prepaid, 
to the last known address, or by electronic transmission in accordance with Rule 15.4(b)(2)
(C)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date on which such notice was given[,] 
or the [reasons] reason why such notice cannot be given, including efforts made to identify or 
locate the subject person. If a notice was given, a copy of the notice shall accompany this verified 
statement.

(4)	 The signed consents of the Prospective Adoptive Parents or agency to accept custody of 
the child until such time as the adoption is completed.

(c)	 Hearing and Decree.
 
(1)	 Notice of the hearing on the petition shall be in the form specified in 23 Pa.C.S. § 
2513(b) and shall be provided [and served] in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. § 2504(b) and [Rule 
15.4(b)(2)] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(2).

(2)	 On or before the hearing, the court shall be presented with a certificate of service stat-
ing that notice of the hearing on the petition was provided in the form specified in 23 Pa.C.S. § 
2513(b) and [given to] served on the consenter and all others entitled to a copy of the notice in 
accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. § 2504(b) and [Rule 15.4(b)(2)] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(2).

(3)	 If as part of hearing on the petition, the parental rights of a putative father could be ter-
minated pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2504(c), and if notice of the opportunity to enter into a Contact 
Agreement was not provided to the subject putative father prior to the petition’s filing, then on or 
before the hearing, the court shall be presented with a verified statement from a representative of 
the agency or intermediary, counsel for the agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any 
other party that written notice was provided to the subject putative father regarding the opportu-
nity of a birth relative to enter into a Contact Agreement, that such notice was provided [by hand 
delivery, by first-class United States mail, postage prepaid, to the last known address, or 
by electronic transmission in accordance with Rule 15.4(b)(2)(C)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 
15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such notice was given[,] or the [reason(s)] reason why such 
notice cannot be given, including efforts made to identify or locate the subject person. If notice 
was given, a copy of the notice shall accompany this verified statement.

Comment: An original birth certificate or certification of registration of the child’s birth 
must be filed with the clerk by the time of filing the initial petition to terminate parental 
rights. See Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.3(b). For additional information about notice of the opportunity 
to enter into a Contact Agreement, see Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7, cmt.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment: An original birth certificate or certification of registration of the child’s 
birth must be filed with the clerk by the time of filing the initial petition to terminate parental 
rights. See Rule 15.3(b). For additional information about notice of the opportunity to enter into a 
Contact Agreement, see the Explanatory Comment to Rule 15.7.
 
Rule 15.10.  Involuntary Termination of Parental Rights.

…

(b)	 Exhibits. The following exhibits shall be attached to the petition:

(1)	 A verified statement from a representative of the agency or intermediary, counsel for the 
agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any other party that written notice was provided 
to the subject birth parent regarding the opportunity of a birth relative to enter into a Contact 
Agreement, that such notice was provided [by hand delivery, by first-class United States mail, 
postage prepaid, to the last known address, or by such other means as provided in Rule 
15.4(b)(3)(A)(iii)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such notice was 
given[,] or the [reason(s)] reason why such notice cannot be given, including efforts made to 
identify or locate the subject person. If notice was given, a copy of the notice shall accompany this 

verified statement.

(2)	 Except as otherwise provided by law, the signed consent of the petitioner, the Prospective 
Adoptive Parents, or the agency to accept custody of the child until such time as the adoption is 
completed.
(c)	 Hearing and Decree.

(1)	 Notice of the hearing on the petition shall be provided and served in accordance with 23 
Pa.C.S. § 2513(b) and [Rule 15.4(b)(3)] Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(3).

(2)	 On or before the hearing, the court shall be presented with a certificate of service stat-
ing that notice of the hearing on the petition was given to the petitioner and all others entitled 
to a copy of the notice in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. § 2513 and [Rule 15.4(b)(3)] Pa.R.O.C.P. 
15.4(b)(3).

(3)	 If notice of the opportunity to enter into a Contact Agreement was not provided to the 
subject birth parent prior to the petition’s filing, then on or before the hearing, the court shall be 
presented with a verified statement from a representative of the agency or intermediary, counsel 
for the agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any other party that written notice was 
provided to the subject birth parent regarding the opportunity of a birth relative to enter into 
a Contact Agreement, that such notice was provided [by hand delivery, by first-class United 
States mail, postage prepaid, to the last known address, or by such other means as provided 
in Rule 15.4(b)(3)(A)(iii)] pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such no-
tice was given or the [reason(s)] reason why such notice cannot be given, including efforts made 
to identify or locate the subject person. If notice was given, a copy of the notice shall accompany 
this verified statement.

…

Comment: An original birth certificate or certification of registration of the child’s birth 
must be filed with the clerk by the time of filing the initial petition to terminate parental 
rights. See Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.3(b).

If the petitioner is an agency, Prospective Adoptive Parents need not have been identified 
prior to the agency’s filing of a petition to involuntarily terminate parental rights. Also, an 
averment of a present intent to adopt the child is not required if the petitioner is an agency.  
If the petitioner is an individual, see Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.6. Neither the averments nor evidence 
set forth in subdivisions (a)(13) and (b)(2) are required when the petition has been filed by 
a parent seeking to involuntarily terminate the parental rights of the other parent pursuant 
to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2511(a)(7) (relating to a child conceived as a result of a rape or incest). See 
23 Pa.C.S. § 2514.

Section 2733(c) of the Adoption Act requires the agency or intermediary, counsel repre-
senting the agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any other party to provide 
notice to the Prospective Adoptive Parents, birth parents, and, in some instances, a child of 
the opportunity to enter into a Contact Agreement. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2733(c). The statute 
does not require notice to birth relatives who are not the birth parents, although birth rela-
tives may enter into and become parties to a Contact Agreement.

It is understood that County Agencies may be encouraged early in the process, even during 
dependency proceedings, to give notice to a birth parent of the opportunity to enter into 
a Contact Agreement. Requiring the verified statement to set forth the specific date as to 
when notice was given is only to further ensure that the particular notice was given and not 
to suggest that providing this notice is time sensitive and expires after a certain time.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:
 
Explanatory Comment: An original birth certificate or certification of registration of the child’s 
birth must be filed with the clerk by the time of filing the initial petition to terminate parental 
rights. See Rule 15.3(b).
If the petitioner is an agency, Prospective Adoptive Parents need not have been identified prior 
to the agency’s filing of a petition to involuntarily terminate parental rights. Also, an averment of 
a present intent to adopt the child is not required if the petitioner is an agency. Where petitioner 
is an individual, see Rule 15.6. Neither the averments nor evidence set forth in subdivisions (a)
(13) and (b)(2) are required when the petition has been filed by a parent seeking to involuntarily 
terminate the parental rights of the other parent pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2511(a)(7) (relating to a 
child conceived as a result of a rape or incest). See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2514.
Section 2733(c) of the Adoption Act requires the agency or intermediary, counsel represent-
ing the agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any other party to provide notice to the 
Prospective Adoptive Parents, birth parents, and, in some instances, a child of the opportunity to 
enter into a Contact Agreement. The statute does not require notice to birth relatives who are 
not the birth parents, although birth relatives may enter into and become parties to a Contact 
Agreement.

It is understood that County Agencies may be encouraged early in the process, even during de-
pendency proceedings, to give notice to a birth parent of the opportunity to enter into a Contact 
Agreement. Requiring the verified statement to set forth the specific date(s) as to when notice was 
given is only to further ensure that the particular notice was given and not to suggest that provid-
ing this notice is time sensitive and expires after a certain time.
 
Rule 15.13. Adoption.

…

(b)	 Exhibits. Unless the petition contains averments explaining why an exhibit is not at-
tached, the following exhibits shall be attached to the petition:
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(1)	 Unless previously filed with the clerk where the adoption petition is being filed, a birth 
certificate or certification of registration of the child’s birth.

(2)	 The consents required by 23 Pa.C.S. § 2711, as applicable.
(3)	 Unless previously filed, the Report of the Intermediary with the exhibits required under 
23 Pa.C.S. § 2534.

(4)	 The criminal history records information and child abuse clearance certificate for each 
Prospective Adoptive Parent prepared in accordance with 23 Pa.C.S. § 6344(b).

(5)	 Copies of any court orders referenced in [subparagraph (a)(11)] subdivision (a)(11).

(6)	 Written approval by the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children if 62 P.S. §§ 
761 et seq. applies to this placement.

(7)	 A verified statement from a representative of the agency or intermediary, counsel repre-
senting the agency or intermediary, or counsel representing any other party that written notice was 
provided to the Prospective Adoptive Parents and to the minor adoptee, if required by 23 Pa.C.S. 
§ 2733(c), regarding the opportunity to enter into a Contact Agreement, that such notice was pro-
vided [by hand delivery, by first-class United States mail, postage prepaid, to the last known 
address, or by electronic transmission in accordance with Rule 15.4(b)(1)(C)] pursuant to 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(e), and the [date(s)] date that such notice was provided. A copy of the notice 
shall accompany this verified statement.

(8)	 If previously approved, the Contact Agreement and the court order approving the 
Contact Agreement.
…
 
Comment: The court, in its discretion, can dispense with any statutory requirement of the 
Adoption Act for cause shown. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2901. As a result, if the petitioner is un-
able to satisfy all the prerequisites or attach all the exhibits required by the Adoption Act, 
the adoption petition should not be summarily dismissed. Rather, the petitioner should 
be afforded an opportunity to demonstrate why a statutory requirement has not or cannot 
be met and why the proposed adoptee’s best interests nevertheless are served by granting 
the adoption petition. See In re Adoption of R.B.F. and R.C.F., 803 A.2d 1195 (Pa. 2002). 
If, upon reviewing the petition’s averments as to why a statutory requirement should be 
waived, the court determines that cause has been demonstrated, the court can grant the 
relief requested and dispense with the statutory requirement without conducting a hearing. 
However, if the court is not inclined to waive the statutory requirement, the petitioner is 
entitled to a hearing and an opportunity to present evidence in support of the averments in 
the petition. Id.

Subdivision (c)(1) applies if a parent’s parental rights are being terminated as part of 
the hearing on the adoption petition. In such cases, the birth parent, putative father, or 
presumptive father whose rights are being terminated must receive notice of the adoption 
hearing in accordance with Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4. On the other hand, such persons do not need 
to be notified of the adoption hearing if: (i) he or she previously consented to the adop-
tion and his or her consent was confirmed by the court as provided in 23 Pa.C.S. § 2504 
and Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.9; (ii) he or she previously relinquished his or her parental rights as 
provided in 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 2501, 2502 and Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7 or 15.8 as applicable; or (iii) his 
or her parental rights were involuntarily terminated by the court as provided in 23 Pa.C.S.
§§ 2511 et seq. and Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.10.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment: The court, in its discretion, can dispense with any statutory requirement 
of the Adoption Act for cause shown. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2901. As a result, if petitioner is unable to 
satisfy all the prerequisites or attach all the exhibits required by the Adoption Act, the adoption 
petition should not be dismissed summarily. Rather, the petitioner should be afforded an opportu-
nity to demonstrate why a statutory requirement has not or cannot be met and why the proposed 
adoptee’s best interests nevertheless are served by granting the adoption petition. In re Adoption of 
R.B.F. and R.C.F., 803 A.2d 1195 (Pa. 2002). If, upon reviewing the petition’s averments as to why 
a statutory requirement should be waived, the court determines that cause has been demonstrated, 
the court can grant the relief requested and dispense with the relevant statutory requirement with-
out conducting a hearing. However, if the court is not inclined to waive
 
the pertinent statutory requirement, the petitioner is entitled to a hearing and an opportunity to 
present evidence in support of the averments in the petition. See In re Adoption of R.B.F. and 
R.C.F.

Subparagraph (c)(1) of this Rule applies if a parent’s parental rights are being terminated as part of 
the hearing on the adoption petition. In such cases, the birth parent, putative father, or presump-
tive father whose rights are being terminated must receive notice of the adoption hearing in accor-
dance with Rule 15.4. On the other hand, such persons do not need to be notified of the adoption 
hearing if (i) he or she previously consented to the adoption and his or her consent was confirmed 
by the court as provided in 23 Pa.C.S. § 2504 and Rule 15.9; (ii) he or she previously relinquished 
his or her parental rights as provided in 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 2501, 2502 and Rule 15.7 or Rule 15.8 as 
applicable; or (iii) his or her parental rights were involuntarily terminated by the court as provided 
in 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 2511 et seq. and Rule 15.10.
 

—The following text is entirely new— 
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF

PENNSYLVANIA

ORPHANS’ COURT
(FAMILY COURT DIVISION IN PHILADELPHIA COUNTY)

IN RE: ADOPTION OF __________________________________________	
(Initials only)

ADOPTION NO. ________________________________________________	

WAIVER OF SERVICE OF NOTICE OF HEARING 
 TO TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS

I, ______, am a person entitled to service of the notice of the hearing to terminate parental rights 
in the above-captioned matter. Pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1), (b)(2), or (b)(3)(iii), I waive my 
right to have the notice of hearing to terminate parental rights served on me and understand that 
it means I will not receive notice of the date, time, or location of the termination hearing.

This waiver does not apply to other legal papers that I may be entitled or required by statute or 
court rule to receive, such as a final termination decree, a notice of the right to file statement 
of medical, personal, or social history information with the court or the Department of Human 
Services, or a notice of the right to enter a post-adoption contact agreement pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. 
§§ 2731 et seq. Such legal papers will be served on me pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 4.5, 4.6, and 15.4(e) 
unless I provide an alternative service address to the clerk and the court or am represented by 
counsel.

I may subsequently revoke this waiver by filing a written revocation of the waiver and serving it on 
the petitioner and any other person entitled to the notice. Revocation of a waiver of service of the 
hearing notice does not affect the validity of a consent given pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2504.

Signature: ______________________________		  Date: ___________	

Address:__________________________________________________________ 	

Form A-13
 

ORPHANS’ COURT PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE  

PUBLICATION REPORT

Proposed Amendment of Rules 4.5, 4.6, 15.4, 15.7, 15.8, 15.9, 15.10, and 15.13 and 
Adoption of Form A-13 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Orphans’ Court Procedure

The Orphans’ Court Procedural Rules Committee is considering proposing to the Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania the amendment of Rules 4.5, 4.6, 15.4, 15.7, 15.8, 15.9, 15.10, and 15.13 of the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Orphans’ Court Procedure and the adoption of Form A-13. This proposal 
would clarify requirements for hearing notices in termination of parental rights proceedings.

In 2021, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania adopted a comprehensive rewrite of the Pennsylvania 
Rules of Orphans’ Court Procedure related to adoption proceedings pursuant to the Adoption 
Act, 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 2101 – 2938. See 51 Pa.B. 4267 (August 7, 2021). Among other things, the rules 
established requisite notice procedures for hearings to terminate parental rights, as well as proce-
dures for waiving such notices. See Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4. In the time since the rules took effect, the 
Committee has received comments relating to the notice and waiver procedures that have initiated 
this proposed rulemaking.

Hearing Notices to Self-Represented Birth Parents

Parental rights can be terminated in one of three ways: (1) voluntarily with the birth parent 
petitioning to relinquish parental rights; (2) voluntarily with a third party, such as an intermedi-
ary or prospective adoptive parents, seeking court confirmation of a previously executed consent 
to adoption; or (3) involuntarily by establishing one of several grounds set forth in § 2511 of the 
Adoption Act. Section 2503 addresses notice of the hearing in voluntary relinquishments; § 2504 
addresses notice of the hearing in a confirmation of consent proceeding; and § 2513 sets forth no-
tice requirements in proceedings to involuntarily terminate parental rights. Pursuant to these three 
statutory sections, the parties are entitled to notice of when and where the hearing to terminate 
parental rights will be conducted.

The Committee received an inquiry from a jurist relating to voluntary petitions to relinquish pa-
rental rights. The judge observed that Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1) and (b)(2) require service of the no-
tice of hearing on “every person whose parental rights are sought to be terminated in the proceed-
ing.” It was suggested that the plain language of the rule suggests that a petitioning birth parent 
must serve the hearing notice upon himself or herself, which is a puzzling requirement to some.
 
Preliminarily, the Committee observes that § 2503(b)(1) does not make an exception for pe-
titioning birth parents. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(b)(1) (“notice of the hearing shall be given to 
the petitioner”). The Committee believes that the current notice provisions reflect an agency, 
intermediary, or prospective adoptive parents or their counsel serving the hearing notice. See also 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7(c)(2) (“[o]n or before the hearing, the court shall be presented with a certificate 
of service stating that notice of the hearing on the petition was given to the petitioner and all oth-
ers entitled to a copy.”). When a petitioning birth parent makes the filing on his or her own behalf, 
i.e., without the assistance of counsel, it would seem evident that the petitioner has notice of the 
hearing if he or she provides notice to others as reflected in the certificate of service and appears 
at the hearing. The Committee ultimately agreed that Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1) would benefit from 
clarifying language.

The Committee proposes revising the commentary to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1) as follows:
A petitioning birth parent who is self-represented in a proceeding under Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7 
(Voluntary Relinquishment to Agency) or Pa.R.O.C.P
15.8 (Voluntary Relinquishment to Adult Intending to Adopt Child) is not required to serve notice 
of the hearing upon himself or herself. All other circumstances require service of notice of the 
hearing on the petitioning birth parent, including by an agency, a third party, or counsel of the 
petitioning birth parent.
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See proposed Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4, cmt. This commentary cross-references the voluntary relinquish-
ment provisions, i.e., Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7 and Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.8, and reflects that a self-represented 
petitioning birth parent is not required to serve himself or herself. The Committee further 
proposes revising the commentary to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4 to explicitly note that service of the hearing 
notice on a petitioning birth parent is required in all other circumstances, including by coun-
sel of the petitioning birth parent. The Committee also proposes revising the commentary to 
Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.7 and 15.8 in the same manner as Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4 to reflect that it is incumbent 
upon counsel representing a petitioning birth parent to serve notice of the hearing upon the client.

The Committee acknowledges the tension between the statutory language requiring service of the 
hearing notice on the petitioner and other named individuals, without exception, and proposed 
Rule 15.1(b)(1), excusing a self-represented birth parent from serving themselves and document-
ing it on a certificate of service. However, in much the same way a waiver of service of the hearing 
notice, see, e.g., Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1), is an exception to the general rule requiring service of the 
hearing notice, the Committee believes that excusing a petitioning birth parent from serving him-
self or herself provides a common sense enhancement to the rule without jeopardizing the purpose 
of the rule – ensuring that all participants know when and where the hearing will be held.
 
The Committee also recognizes the peculiarity of the need for the petitioning birth parent’s 
counsel to provide a certificate of service regarding service of the hearing notice on his or her own 
client. Attorneys provide details regarding the time and location of judicial proceedings in all man-
ner of cases without being required to provide a certificate of service for their clients. However, 
the Committee believed that requiring service of the notice on a petitioning birth parent by their 
counsel conforms more closely to the statutory language.  The Committee specifically invites com-
ments on this aspect of the proposal.

Waiver of Hearing Notices

The Committee also received suggestions relating to a birth parent’s right to waive the hearing 
notice for a termination of parental rights proceeding. It was suggested that, in some instances, a 
birth parent has waived service of the hearing notice for a voluntary termination proceeding yet 
still received copies of the hearing notice from the court by mail. A practitioner who contacted 
the Committee was concerned that legal papers served on a birth parent who has waived notice of 
the termination hearing are violative of privacy rights and may present a safety risk, e.g., the birth 
parent may reside with a third party who is not aware of the termination proceeding or may be 
exposed to violence by an abusive partner.

Currently, Rule 15.4(b)(1) (Voluntary Relinquishment to Agency) and 15.4(b)(2) (Voluntary 
Relinquishment to Adult Intending to Adopt Child) provide that “[a]ny person entitled to notice of 
the hearing may waive in writing such notice.” See Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1)–(b)(2). However, upon 
further review, the Committee observed that the petitioning birth parent is required to appear and 
testify in voluntary relinquishment proceedings. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2503(a); see also Pa.R.O.C.P. 
15.7(c)(3), 15.8(c)(3). As a result, the petitioning birth parent should not be permitted to waive no-
tice of the hearing’s scheduling; only the other birth parent, putative father, and parents or guard-
ian of a minor petitioning birth parent can waive the right to receive a copy of the notice regarding 
the hearing on the petitioner’s voluntary relinquishment petition.

In contrast, the birth parent is not the petitioner in confirmation and consent proceedings. There 
is no requirement in the statute or rules pertaining to such proceedings that the birth parent ap-
pear and testify. Therefore, in proceedings brought pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2304 and Pa.R.O.C.P. 
15.9, any person, including the birth parents, any presumptive birth father, and any putative father, 
can waive the right to be served with notice of the hearing to confirm consent. The Committee 
does not believe that such waiver jeopardizes due process rights because, by statute, a birth parent’s 
consent to adoption is irrevocable after 30 days. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2711(c). Further, the waiver can-
not be challenged due to fraud or duress after the later of: (1) 60 days after the birth of the child; 
or (2) the execution of the consent. Id. The Committee was previously
 
advised that confirmation of consent hearings are typically held 60 to 120 days after the execution 
of the consent.

Finally, in involuntary termination of parental rights proceedings, a person who is not the subject 
of the proceeding and whose parental rights are not sought to be terminated may waive notice of 
the termination hearing. See Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(3)(iii). An individual whose rights are to be invol-
untarily terminated cannot waive the right to receive notice of the hearing and, presumably, would 
not want to waive such right. Conversely, others who by statute are entitled to receive a copy of 
the notice about the hearing, namely, a putative father and the parents of a minor parent whose 
rights are the subject of the termination petition, can waive the right to receive a copy of the hear-
ing notice.
The Committee proposes rule changes to clarify procedures relating to waiver of hearing notices. 
First, the Committee proposes changes to the rules governing service of legal papers and court 
orders, Pa.R.O.C.P. 4.5 and 4.6. The Committee was advised that, in some judicial districts, the 
court also sends hearing notices to the parties. Sometimes, these hearing notices are titled “sched-
uling orders.” For the clerk and the court to honor a request to waive service of a hearing notice, 
they must first be aware of it. Therefore, a new subdivision (c) was added to Rules 4.5 and 4.6 to 
provide that: “This rule does not apply to the service of hearing notices and scheduling orders that 
have been waived pursuant to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)(1), (b)(2), or (b)(3).” See proposed Pa.R.O.C.P. 
4.5(c) and 4.6(c). The commentary to Rules 4.5 and 4.6 provides cross-references to Rules 15.4(b)
(1), (b)(2), and (b)(3). The Committee acknowledges that these proposed changes are in tension 
with the proposed changes to Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4 (b)(1), (b)(2), and (b)(3), which provide that the 
petitioner shall serve the hearing notice. However, it appears to the Committee that, in some in-
stances, the court is providing the designated parties with a copy of the hearing notice. In an effort 
to allow the waiver provision to take full effect, the Committee proposes adding provisions relating 
to the waiver to Rules 4.5 and 4.6.

Second, the Committee proposes amending Rule 15.4 to specify that the petitioning birth parent 
in a voluntary termination proceeding and the parent who is the subject of an involuntary termina-
tion proceeding may not waive service of the hearing notice. See proposed Pa.R.O.C.P. 15.4(b)
(1) and (b)(3). Commentary was added to Rule 15.4 to explain that a petitioning birth parent in a 
voluntary termination proceeding may not waive service of the hearing notice because he or she 

is required to appear and testify at the hearing. Similarly, commentary was added to explain that a 
person who is the subject of an involuntary termination proceedings and whose parental rights are 
sought to be terminated may not waive service of the hearing notice.

The Committee further proposes adding commentary to Rule 15.4 to clarify that a waiver of the 
hearing notice does not apply to any other legal paper or order issued in the proceeding. While 
certain individuals may waive notice of the termination hearing, he or
 
she will still be served other papers in the proceeding to which they are entitled, such as a ter-
mination order, a notice of the right to file medical, personal, or social history with the Court or 
Department of Human Services, or a post-adoption contact agreement pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 
2731 et seq.

New Rule 15.4(g) addresses revocation of the waiver of the hearing notice. Given the high stakes 
in a termination of parental rights proceeding, the Committee believes that a revocation of the 
waiver should be permitted. Moreover, the Committee considered that parental consent to relin-
quishment and adoption is revocable subject to certain time limits. See 23 Pa.C.S. § 2711(b). If a 
parent can revoke the consent to relinquishment of parental rights and adoption, then they should 
also be able to revoke a waiver to receive a hearing notice for the termination proceedings. The 
proposed commentary also reflects that a revocation of the waiver of the notice of the hearing to 
terminate parental rights does not affect the validity of a consent given pursuant to § 2504.

Finally, the Committee is proposing a new waiver form intended to notify any person who seeks 
to waive service of the notice of the termination hearing of: (1) the consequences of the waiver; (2) 
that it does not apply to other legal papers; and (3) that other legal papers will be served in compli-
ance with Pa.R.O.C.P. 4.5, 4.6, and 15.4(e) unless an alternative service address is provided or the 
person is represented by counsel. By including this information on a waiver form, the Committee 
intends to ensure that interested persons understand the scope and limitations of the waiver.
In addition to substantive revisions, the Committee also proposes stylistic revisions throughout the 
rules. Corollary amendments to Rules 15.9, 15.10, and 15.13 are proposed to incorporate citation 
changes made in Rule 15.4.

The Committee invites all comments, concerns, and suggestions regarding this proposal.
_______________________________________________________________________________

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA CIVIL PROCEDURAL RULES 
COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

Proposed Amendment of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1, 1023.2, 1023.3, and 1023.4

The Civil Procedural Rules Committee is considering proposing to the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania the amendment of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1, 1023.2, 1023.3, and 1023.4 for the reasons set 
forth in the accompanying publication report. Pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. 103(a)(1), the proposal is being 
published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin for comments, suggestions, or objections prior to submis-
sion to the Supreme Court.

Any report accompanying this proposal was prepared by the Committee to indicate the rationale 
for the proposed rulemaking. It will neither constitute a part of the rules nor be adopted by the 
Supreme Court.
Additions to the text of the proposal are bolded and underlined; deletions to the text are bolded 
and bracketed.

The Committee invites all interested persons to submit comments, suggestions, or objections in 
writing to:

Karla M. Shultz, Deputy Chief Counsel  
Civil Procedural Rules Committee  

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania  
Pennsylvania Judicial Center

PO Box 62635
Harrisburg, PA 17106-2635

FAX: 717-231-9526
civilrules@pacourts.us

All communications in reference to the proposal should be received by November 21, 2025. 
E-mail is the preferred method for submitting comments, suggestions, or objections; any e-mailed 
submission need not be reproduced and resubmitted via mail. The Committee will acknowledge 
receipt of all submissions.
				    By the Civil Procedural Rules Committee, 		
				    Casey Alan Coyle
				    Chair
 
Rule 1023.1. Scope. Signing of [Documents] Pleadings, Motions, and Other Papers. 
Representations to the Court. Violation.
(a)	 Scope. Rules 1023.1 through 1023.4 do not apply to disclosures and discovery requests, 
responses, objections, and discovery motions that are subject to the provisions of general rules.

(b)	 Signature. Every pleading, written motion, and other paper [directed to the court] 
shall be signed by at least one attorney of record in the attorney’s [individual] name, or[, if the] 
by a party personally if the party is [not] self-represented [by an attorney, shall be signed by 
the party]. The paper shall state the signer’s address, e-mail address, and telephone num-
ber. This rule shall not be construed to suspend or modify the provisions of Rule 1024 or Rule 
1029(e).

(c)	 Representations to the Court. [The signature of an attorney or pro se party 
constitutes a certificate that the signatory has read the pleading, motion, or other paper. 
By signing, filing, submitting, or later advocating such a document, the attorney or pro se 
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party certifies that, to the best of that person’s knowledge, information and belief, formed 
after an inquiry reasonable under the circumstances,] By presenting to the court a pleading, 
written motion, or other paper, whether by signing, filing, submitting, or later advocating 
it, an attorney or self-represented party certifies that to the best of the person’s knowledge, 
information, and belief, formed after an inquiry reasonable under the circumstances:

(1)	 it is not being presented for any improper purpose, such as to harass [or to], cause un-
necessary delay, or needlessly increase in the cost of litigation[,];

(2)	 the claims, defenses, and other legal contentions [therein] are warranted by existing 
law or by a nonfrivolous argument for [the extension, modification or reversal of] extending, 
modifying, or reversing existing law or [the establishment of] for establishing new law[,];

(3)	 the factual allegations have evidentiary support or, if specifically so identified, [are] will 
likely [to] have evidentiary support after a reasonable opportunity for further investigation or 
discovery; and
 
(4)	 the denials of factual [allegations] contentions are warranted on the evidence or, if 
specifically so identified, are reasonably based on belief or a lack of information [or belief].

(d)	 Violation. If, after notice and a reasonable opportunity to respond, the court determines 
that subdivision (c) has been violated, the court may, subject to the conditions stated in Rules 
1023.2 through 1023.4, impose an appropriate sanction upon any attorney[s], law firm[s and par-
ties], or party that [have] violated subdivision (c) or [are] is responsible for the violation.

[Note: The court in its discretion at any stage of the proceedings may deny a motion for 
sanctions without hearing or argument.

The grant or denial of relief (e.g., grant or denial of preliminary objections, motion for 
summary judgment or discovery application) does not, of itself, ordinarily warrant the im-
position of sanctions against the party opposing or seeking the relief.

In most circumstances, a motion for sanctions with respect to factual allegations should be 
addressing whether there is evidentiary support for claims or defenses rather than whether 
there is evidentiary support for each specific factual allegation in a pleading or motion.

The inclusion in the rule of a provision for “an appropriate sanction” is designed to prevent 
the abuse of litigation. The rule is not a fee-shifting rule per se although the award of rea-
sonable attorney’s fees may be an appropriate sanction in a particular case.

The provision requiring that a motion under this rule be filed before the entry of final 
judgment in the trial court is intended to carry out the objective of expeditious disposition 
and to eliminate piecemeal appeals. Where appropriate, such motions should be filed as 
soon as practicable after discovery of the violation.

The following provisions of the Judicial Code, 42 Pa.C.S., provide additional relief from dil-
atory or frivolous proceedings: (1) Section 2503 relating to the right of participants to re-
ceive counsel fees and (2) Section 8351 et seq. relating to wrongful use of civil proceedings.

(e)	 Section 8355 of the Judicial Code, 42 Pa.C.S. § 8355, is suspended absolutely, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of 1968, Article V, Section 10(c).
 
Note: Section 8355 of the Judicial Code provides for the certification of pleadings, motions 
and other papers.]

(e) Suspended Statute. 42 Pa.C.S. § 8355, which provided for the certification of pleadings, 
motions, and other papers, is suspended absolutely, in accordance with the provisions of Pa. 
Const. art. V, § 10(c).

Comment: The court in its discretion at any stage of the proceedings may deny a motion 
for sanctions without hearing or argument.

The grant or denial of relief, e.g., grant or denial of preliminary objections, motion for 
summary judgment, or discovery application, does not, of itself, ordinarily warrant the im-
position of sanctions against the party opposing or seeking the relief.

In most circumstances, a motion for sanctions with respect to factual allegations should ad-
dress whether there is evidentiary support for claims or defenses rather than whether there 
is evidentiary support for each specific factual allegation in a pleading or motion.

“Appropriate sanction,” as used in subdivision (d) is intended to prevent the abuse of litiga-
tion. The rule is not a fee-shifting rule per se although the award of reasonable attorney’s 
fees may be an appropriate sanction in a particular case.

42 Pa.C.S. § 2503 relating to the right of participants to receive counsel fees and 42 Pa.C.S. 
§§ 8351 et seq. relating to wrongful use of civil proceedings provide additional relief from 
dilatory or frivolous proceedings.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment—2003

I.	 Obligations under the rule

New Rule 1023.1 requires that a pleading, written motion or other paper directed to the court be 
signed. The signing, or the filing, submitting or later advocating, a document is a certification as 

described in the rule. A court may impose sanctions for violation of the certification.  Thus the rule 
imposes the duty on the attorney or, if
 
unrepresented, the party signing the document to satisfy himself or herself that there is a basis in 
fact and in law for the claim or defense set forth in the document.

Rule 1023.1, therefore, requires some prefiling inquiry into both the facts and the law to satisfy 
the affirmative duty imposed by the rule. However, this rule is not intended to chill an attorney’s 
enthusiasm or creativity in pursuing factual or legal theories. The standard is one of reasonableness 
under the circumstances.

A court should avoid using the wisdom of hindsight and should test the signer’s conduct by inquir-
ing what was reasonable to believe at the time the pleading, motion, or other paper was submitted. 
What constitutes a reasonable inquiry depends on factors which may include

•	 how much time for investigation was available to the signer;
•	 whether the signer had to rely on a client for information as to the facts underlying the 	
	 pleading, motion, or other paper;
•	 whether the pleading, motion, or other paper was based on a plausible view of the law; or
•	 whether the signer depended on forwarding counsel or another member of the bar.

This rule recognizes that sometimes a litigant may have good reason to believe that a claim or 
defense is valid but may need discovery, formal or informal, to gather and confirm the evidentiary 
basis for the claim or defense. If evidentiary support is not obtained after a reasonable opportunity 
for further investigation or discovery, the party has a duty under the rule not to persist with that 
contention. Rule 1023.1(c) does not require a formal amendment to pleadings for which eviden-
tiary support is not obtained, but rather calls upon a litigant not thereafter to advocate such claims 
or defenses.

II.	 Practice under the rule

The rule leaves for resolution on a case-by-case basis, considering the particular circumstances in-
volved, the question as to when Rule 1023.1 should be invoked. Ordinarily the written notice and 
demand for withdrawal or correction of the paper should be served promptly after the inappropri-
ate paper is filed, and, if delayed too long, may be viewed as untimely. In other circumstances, it 
should not be served until the other party has had a reasonable opportunity for discovery. Given 
the “safe harbor” provisions discussed below, a party cannot delay invoking Rule 1023.1 until con-
clusion of the case (or judicial rejection of the offending contention).

Rule 1023.1 motions should not be made or threatened for minor, inconsequential violations of the 
standards prescribed by subdivision (c). They should not be employed as a discovery device or to 
test the legal sufficiency or efficacy of allegations in the
 
pleadings; other motions are available for those purposes. Nor should Rule 1023.1 motions be pre-
pared to emphasize the merits of a party’s position, to exact an unjust settlement, to intimidate an 
adversary into withdrawing contentions that are fairly debatable, to increase the costs of litigation, 
to create a conflict of interest between attorney and client, or to seek disclosure of matters other-
wise protected by the attorney- client privilege or the work-product doctrine. The court may defer 
its ruling (or its decision as to the identity of the persons to be sanctioned) until final resolution of 
the case in order to avoid immediate conflicts of interest and to reduce the disruption created if a 
disclosure of attorney-client communications is needed to determine whether a violation occurred 
or to identify the person responsible for the violation.

The rule provides that requests for sanctions must be made as a separate motion, i.e., not simply 
included as an additional prayer for relief contained in another motion. The motion for sanc-
tions cannot be filed until at least 28 days after service of a written notice and demand, upon the 
party whose conduct is claimed to violate the rule, that the offending document or portion of the 
document be withdrawn or appropriately corrected. If, during this period, the alleged violation is 
corrected, as by withdrawing (whether formally or informally) some allegation or contention, the 
motion may not be filed with the court. These provisions are intended to provide a type of “safe 
harbor” against motions under Rule 1023.1 in that a party will not be subject to sanctions under 
Rule 1023.1 on the basis of another party’s motion unless, after having been served with the writ-
ten notice and demand, it refuses to withdraw that allegation or contention or to acknowledge that 
it does not currently have evidence to support it. The timely withdrawal of an allegation or conten-
tion will protect a party against a motion for sanctions.

To stress the seriousness of a motion for sanctions and to define precisely the conduct claimed to 
violate the rule, the “safe harbor” period begins to run only upon service of the written notice and 
demand. In most cases, however, counsel should give informal notice to the other party, whether 
in person or by a telephone call or letter, of a potential violation before proceeding to prepare and 
serve the written notice and demand.

III.	 Sanctions

The rule does not attempt to enumerate the factors a court should consider in deciding whether to 
impose a sanction or what sanctions would be appropriate in the circumstances. The factors that a 
court may consider include the following:
•	 whether the improper conduct was willful or negligent;
•	 whether it was part of a pattern of activity or an isolated event;
•	 whether it infected the entire pleading or only one particular count or defense;
•	 whether the person has engaged in similar conduct in related litigation;
•	 whether it was intended to injure;
 
•	 what effect it had on the litigation process in time or expense;
•	 whether the responsible person is trained in the law;
•	 what amount is needed to deter that person from repetition in the same case; and
•	 what amount is needed to deter similar activity by other litigants.

The court has significant discretion in determining what sanctions, if any, should be imposed for 
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a violation, subject to the principle that the sanctions should not be more severe than reasonably 
necessary to deter repetition of the conduct by the offending person or comparable conduct by 
similarly situated persons.

There are two provisions for the award of attorney’s fees and expenses. The first provision, Rule 
1023.2(b), authorizes the court, if requested in a motion and if so warranted, to award to the pre-
vailing party “the reasonable expenses and attorney’s fees incurred in presenting or opposing the 
motion.”

The second provision, Rule 1023.4(a)(2)(iii), however, authorizes the court, “if imposed on motion 
and warranted for effective deterrence”, to order payment to the movant of “some or all of the 
reasonable attorney’s fees and other expenses incurred as a direct result of the violation.” Any such 
award to the movant, however, should not exceed the expenses and attorney’s fees for the services 
directly and unavoidably caused by the violation of the certification requirement. If, for example, 
a wholly unsupportable count is included in a multi-count complaint or counterclaim for the 
purpose of needlessly increasing the cost of litigation, any award of expenses should be limited to 
those directly caused by inclusion of the improper count, and not those resulting from the filing of 
the complaint or answer itself. The award should not provide compensation for services that could 
have been avoided by an earlier disclosure of evidence or an earlier challenge to the groundless 
claims or defenses. Moreover, partial reimbursement of fees may constitute a sufficient deterrent.

The sanction should be imposed on the persons--whether attorneys, law firms, or parties--who 
have violated the rule or who may be determined to be responsible for violation. The person sign-
ing, filing, submitting, or advocating a document has a nondelegable responsibility to the court 
and, in most situations, is the person to be sanctioned for a violation. Absent exceptional circum-
stances, a law firm is to be held also responsible when one of its partners, associates, or employees 
is determined to have violated the rule. Since such a motion may be filed only if the offending 
paper is not withdrawn or corrected within 28 days after service of the written notice and demand, 
it is appropriate that the law firm ordinarily be viewed as jointly responsible under established 
principles of agency.

Explicit provision is made for litigants to be provided notice of the alleged violation and an op-
portunity to respond before sanctions are imposed. Whether the matter should
 
be decided solely on the basis of written submissions or should be scheduled for oral argument (or 
for evidentiary presentation) will depend on the circumstances. If the court imposes a sanction, it 
must, unless waived, indicate its reasons in a written order or on the record; a court is not required 
to explain its denial of a motion for sanctions.
 
Rule 1023.2. Motion for Sanctions.

[(a)  An application for sanctions under this rule shall be made by motion, shall be made 
separately from other applications and shall describe the specific conduct alleged to violate 
Rule 1023.1(c).

(b)	 No such motion shall be filed unless it includes a certification that the applicant 
served written notice and demand to the attorney or pro se party who signed or filed the 
challenged pleading, motion or other paper. The certification shall have annexed a copy of 
that notice and demand, which shall identify with specificity each portion of the document 
which is believed to violate the provisions of this rule, set forth the basis for that belief with 
specificity, include a demand that the document or portion of the document, be withdrawn 
or appropriately corrected. An application for sanctions may be filed if the challenged paper, 
claim, defense, contention, allegation, or denial is not withdrawn or appropriately corrected 
within twenty-eight days after service of the written demand. If warranted, the court may 
award to the party prevailing on the motion the reasonable expenses and attorney’s fees 
incurred in presenting or opposing the motion.

(c)	 A motion requesting sanctions under this rule shall be filed in the trial court 
before the entry of final judgment.]

(This is entirely new text.)
(a)	 General Rule. A motion for sanctions shall be made separately from any other motion.
(b)	 Written Notice and Demand.

(1)	 Before filing the motion for sanctions, the moving party shall serve a written notice and 
demand.
(2)	 The written notice and demand shall:

(i)	 identify with specificity each portion of the pleading, motion, or other paper that is 
believed to violate Rule 1023.1(c);
(ii)	 set forth the basis for that belief with specificity; and
(iii)	 include a demand that the pleading, motion, or other paper, or a portion thereof, be 
withdrawn or appropriately corrected.
 
(c)	 Content. A motion for sanctions shall:

(1)	 describe the specific conduct that allegedly violates Rule 1023.1(c);
(2)	 include a certification that the moving party served a written notice and demand 
required by subdivision (b) to the attorney or the party, if unrepresented, who signed or filed the 
challenged pleading, motion, or other paper; and
(3)	 include a copy of the written notice and demand.

(d)	 Motion.

(1)	 A motion for sanctions may be filed if the challenged pleading, motion, or other paper is 
not withdrawn or appropriately corrected within 28 days after service of the written notice and de-
mand required by subdivision (b)(1). If warranted, the court may award the party prevailing on the 
motion the reasonable expenses and attorney’s fees incurred in presenting or opposing the motion.

(2)	 A motion for sanctions shall be filed in the trial court before the entry of final judgment.

(e)	 Service.

(1)	 The written notice and demand and the motion for sanctions shall be served on:

(i)	 the attorney who signed or filed the challenged pleading, motion, or other paper, the 
party represented by the attorney, and the attorney’s law firm; or

(ii)	 the party, if unrepresented.

(2)	 If the law firm under subdivision (e)(1)(i) is organized as a partnership, the managing 
partner, officer, or registered agent of the partnership shall be served.

(3)	 If the law firm under subdivision (e)(1)(i) is organized as a corporation or similar entity, 
the executive officer, partner, or trustee of the corporation or similar entity shall be served.
 
Comment: Subdivision (d) is intended to carry out the objective of expeditious disposition and 
to eliminate piecemeal appeals. If appropriate, such motions should be filed as soon as practicable 
after discovery of the violation.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment

See Explanatory Comment following Rule 1023.1.
 
Rule 1023.3. Sanctions upon Rule to Show Cause.

(a)	 Rule to Show Cause.

(1)	 [On its own initiative, the] The court [may] shall enter an order [describing the 
specific conduct that appears to violate Rule 1023.1(c) and] directing an attorney, law firm, or 
party to show cause why [it has not violated Rule 1023.1(c) with respect thereto] the conduct 
specifically described in the order has not violated Rule 1023.1(c).
(2)	 The rule to show cause shall be served on the attorney, the party represented by 
the attorney, and the attorney’s law firm, or the party if unrepresented.

(b)	 Order. After the issuance of a rule to show cause and, if appropriate a hearing, the 
court may enter an order imposing sanctions.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment

See Explanatory Comment following Rule 1023.1.
 
Rule 1023.4. Sanctions.

(a)	 Nature of a Sanction.

(1)	 A sanction imposed for violation of Rule 1023.1 shall be limited to [that which is suf-
ficient] what suffices to deter repetition of [such] the conduct or comparable conduct by others 
similarly situated.

(2)	 Subject to the limitations in subdivision (b), the sanction may
[consist of, or] include[,]:

(i)	 directives of a nonmonetary nature, including the striking of the offensive [litigation 
document or portion of the litigation document,] pleading, motion, or other paper, or a portion 
thereof;

(ii)	 an order to pay a penalty into court[,]; or[,]
(iii)	 if imposed on motion and warranted for effective deterrence, an order directing payment 
to the movant of some or all of the reasonable attorneys’ fees and other expenses incurred as a 
direct result of the violation.

(3)	 Except in exceptional circumstances, a law firm shall be held jointly responsible for viola-
tions committed by its partners, associates, and employees.

[(b)(1) Monetary sanctions may not be awarded against a represented party for violation of 
Rule 1023.1(c)(2).

(2)  Monetary sanctions may not be awarded on the court’s initiative unless the court issues 
its order to show cause before a voluntary dismissal or settlement of the claims made by or 
against the party which is, or whose attorneys are, to be sanctioned.]

(b)	 Limitations on Sanctions. The court shall not impose a sanction:

(1)	 against a represented party for violation of Rule 1023.1(c)(2); or

(2)	 on its own, unless it issues an order to show cause before a voluntary dismissal or 
settlement of the claims made by or against the party that is, or whose attorneys are, to be 
sanctioned.
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(c)	 Requirements for Order. [When imposing sanctions, the court shall describe the 
conduct determined to be a violation of Rule 1023.1 and explain the basis for the sanction 
imposed.] An order imposing a sanction shall describe the sanctioned conduct and explain 
the basis for the sanction.

Comment: The factors that a court may consider in deciding whether to impose a sanction 
or what sanctions would be appropriate in the circumstances include the following:

•  whether the improper conduct was willful or negligent;
•  whether it was part of a pattern of activity or an isolated event;
•  whether it infected the entire pleading or only one particular count or defense;
•  whether the person has engaged in similar conduct in related litigation;
•  whether it was intended to injure;
•  what effect it had on the litigation process in time or expense;
•  whether the responsible person is trained in the law;
•  what amount is needed to deter that person from repetition in the same case; and
•  what amount is needed to deter similar activity by other litigants.

Historical Commentary

The following commentary is historical in nature and represents statements of the 
Committee at the time of rulemaking:

Explanatory Comment

See Explanatory Comment following Rule 1023.1.
 

__________________________________________________________________________________
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA CIVIL PROCEDURAL RULES 

COMMITTEE

PUBLICATION REPORT

Proposed Amendment of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1, 1023.2, 1023.3, and 1023.4
The Civil Procedural Rules Committee is considering recommending the amendment of 
Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure 1023.1, 1023.2, 1023.3, and 1023.4 relating to sanctions 
for violating the certification of pleadings, written motions, or other papers subject to Pa.R.Civ.P. 
1023.1.

The Committee previously published a proposal to amend Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1 and 1023.4 to re-
quire the imposition of attorneys’ fees for the violation of Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1(c). See 53 Pa.B. 8211 
(December 30, 2023). In light of the comments received objecting to the proposal, the Committee 
discontinued rulemaking insofar as making the imposition of sanctions mandatory. Instead, the 
Committee is proposing clarification of the current rules.

The Committee observed that the current Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1-1023.4 are based on and, with 
certain exceptions, largely follow the provisions of Fed.R.Civ.P. 11. Fed.R.Civ.P. 11 was restyled 
and amended in 2007 for easier readability. As an initial step, the Committee proposes amending 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1-1023.4 to comport with the style of Fed.R.Civ.P. 11 where practicable.

The proposed amendment in Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.4(a)(2)(i) departs from the restyling of Fed.R.Civ.P. 
11 describing the types of non-monetary directives that may be included in a sanction. The gist of 
the language “the striking of the offensive litigation document or portion of the litigation docu-
ment,” would be retained; Fed.R.Civ.P. 11(c)(4), on the other hand, simply states that a sanction 
may include “non-monetary directives.” The Committee proposes retaining the substance of the 
current provision because it believes this language is more descriptive of what a non-monetary 
directive is and would aid the bench and bar.

After further review, the Committee proposes some substantive amendments of these rules. The 
Committee identified a concern with Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.4(a)(3) resulting in proposed amendments 
that would depart from the Fed.R.Civ.P. 11. Pa.R.Civ.P.1023.4(a)(3) provides that a law firm will be 
held jointly responsible for violations committed by its partners, associates, and employees unless 
there are exceptional circumstances. The Committee observed that Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.2 requires 
service of the written notice and demand and any subsequent motion for sanctions on the attorney, 
or self-represented party, who signed the legal paper; it does not provide any notice to the law firm 
of a possible violation of the rules that may subject that law firm to
 sanctions or an opportunity to intervene even though the rule potentially imposes joint respon-
sibility on the law firm for those sanctions. To provide notice, the Committee proposes amend-
ing Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.2 to specify the persons upon whom the written notice and demand and 
the motion for sanctions should be served: the attorney who filed the challenged legal paper, the 
party represented by the attorney, and the attorney’s law firm. Self-represented parties will also be 
served. Additional provisions direct the person or officer to be served on behalf of law firms orga-
nized as partnerships and corporations or similar entities.

As a result of proposed amendment to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.2, the Committee proposes amending 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.3(a)(1) to require the court to issue an order for a rule to show cause directing the 
attorney, law firm, or party to show cause why the conduct specifically described in the order has 
not violated Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1(c). The Committee proposes removing the discretionary aspect for 
the issuance of the rule to show cause because there should be a determination on the allegations 
set forth in the motion. The Committee invites comment on this aspect of the proposal. New 
Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.3(a)(2) would require the rule to show cause to be served on the attorney, the 
party represented by the attorney, and the attorney’s law firm. This again will provide an opportu-
nity for the law firm to be apprised of the possibility of the imposition of sanctions. Subdivision (b) 
would permit the court to issue an order imposing sanctions after the issuance of the rule to show 
cause and any hearing.

Next, the Committee proposes amending Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.4(b), which currently provides for a 
limitation on monetary sanctions. The Committee proposes amending this provision to eliminate 

this limitation so that it would apply to all types of sanctions.

The Committee also proposes adding a Comment to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.4 to provide guidance on 
the factors that may be considered when imposing sanctions under these rules. These factors are 
currently found in the 2003 Explanatory Comment to Pa.R.Civ.P. 1023.1 and have been imported 
into the new Comment.
The Committee invites all comments, objections, concerns, and suggestions regarding this pro-
posed rulemaking.

________________________________________________________________________________
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:					     NO. 554
ORDER AMENDING RULE 209 AND 	 MAGISTERIAL RULES DOCKET
ADOPTING RULE 504.1 OF THE 
PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF CIVIL 
PROCEDURE GOVERNING ACTIONS 
AND PROCEEDINGS BEFORE 
MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGES  

ORDER
PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 31st day of July, 2025, upon the recommendation of the Minor Court 
Rules Committee; the proposal having been published for public comment at 53 Pa.B. 3822 (July 
22, 2023): 

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania that 
Pennsylvania Rule of Civil Procedure Governing Actions and Proceedings Before Magisterial 
District Judges 209 is amended and Rule 504.1 is adopted in the attached form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
October 1, 2025.

Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined.
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets.

Rule 209.	 Continuances and Stays.

	 [A.](a) Continuances may be granted for cause or by agreement.		

[B.](b) Continuances shall be to a specific time and date. The magisterial district judge 
shall note continuances on the docket and shall promptly give or mail to the 
parties written notice of continuances.

	
[C.](c) Except for good cause shown[,] or agreement of the parties: 

(1)	 not more than one continuance shall be granted to each 
party[,]; and

   
(2)	 the aggregate of all continuances shall not extend the date 

of the hearing:

[(a)](i)	 beyond 90 days from the date of filing 
the plaintiff’s complaint in proceedings 
commenced pursuant to [Rule 303,] 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 303; or

[(b)](ii)	 beyond 30 days from the date of filing 
the landlord’s complaint in proceedings 
commenced pursuant to [Rule 502] 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 502.

[D.](d)	 In all proceedings governed by these rules, the following shall constitute cause 
for granting a continuance:

	
(1)	 the scheduling of a party’s attorney of record to appear 

at any proceeding under the Pennsylvania Rules of 
Disciplinary Enforcement, whether:

     
[(a)](i)	 as counsel for a respondent-attorney 

before a hearing committee, special 
master, the Disciplinary Board, or the 
Supreme Court;

     
[(b)](ii)	 as a special master or member of a 

hearing committee; or
     
[(c)](iii)	  as a member of the Disciplinary Board.

(2)	 the scheduling of a party’s attorney of record to appear at 
any proceeding involving the discipline of a justice, judge, 
or magisterial district judge under Section 18 of Article V 
of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, whether

     
[(a)](i)	 as counsel for a justice, judge, or mag-

isterial district judge before the special 
tribunal provided for in 42 Pa.C.S. 
§  727, the Court of Judicial Discipline, 
the Judicial Conduct Board, or any 
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hearing committee or other arm of the 
Judicial Conduct Board; or

[(b)](ii)	 as a member of the Court of Judicial 
Discipline, the Judicial Conduct Board, 
or any hearing committee or other arm 
of the Judicial Conduct Board.

[E.](e)	 Continuances and stays shall be granted in compliance with federal 
or state law, such as the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
§§  3901 et seq.

[Official Note] Comment:  This rule was amended in 2005 to consolidate the provisions of for-
mer [Rules 320] Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 320, [(]relating to continuances in civil actions[)], and [511] 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 511, [(]relating to continuances in possessory actions[)], into one general rule 
governing continuances.  The limitations set forth in subdivision [C](c) are intended to ensure that 
these cases proceed expeditiously. The grounds set forth in [subdivisions D and E, of course,] 
subdivision (d) and (e) are not intended to be the only grounds on which a continuance will be 
granted.  

	 Participation in a landlord-tenant mediation program authorized by local rule 
will not entitle a party to a continuance beyond 30 days from the date the plaintiff filed 
the complaint unless there has been good cause shown or agreement by the parties.  See 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 504.1 pertaining to landlord-tenant mediation programs authorized by 
local rule.  

– The following text is entirely new –

Rule 504.1	 Mediation.

(a)	 The court of common pleas may promulgate a local rule of procedure pursuant 
to Pa.R.J.A. 103(d) permitting mediation of residential landlord-tenant actions 
in proceedings commenced pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 502.

 
(b)	 A local rule promulgated pursuant to this rule shall not require mediation as a 

precondition to filing a complaint.

(c)	 The president judge shall approve entities and individuals authorized to con-
duct mediation in the judicial district.

                                                                 
Comment:  As used in this rule, mediation means a process, however labeled, by which a neutral 
third party assists the parties in attempting to reach a mutually acceptable agreement on issues 
arising out of a residential landlord-tenant action.  

	 The requirements for the promulgation and amendment of local procedural rules are set 
forth in Pa.R.J.A. 103(d).    

	 A local rule may address aspects of a mediation program, such as whether mediation is 
mandatory or voluntary, or the types of landlord-tenant actions subject to mediation, i.e., nonpay-
ment of rent, end-of-lease terms, or breach of conditions of the lease.  See also Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 
209(c)(2)(ii) pertaining to continuances.   

	  This rule does not require a judicial district to create, fund, or staff a mediation program.

_____________________________________
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
MINOR COURT RULES COMMITTEE

ADOPTION REPORT

Amendment of Rule 209 and Adoption of Rule 504.1 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil 
Procedure Governing Actions and Proceedings Before Magisterial District Judges

	 On July 31, 2025, the Supreme Court amended Rule 209 and adopted Rule 504.1 of the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure Governing Actions and Proceedings Before Magisterial 
District Judges to add provisions relating to mediation in landlord-tenant proceedings.  The Minor 
Court Rules Committee has prepared this Adoption Report describing the rulemaking process.  An 
Adoption Report should not be confused with Comments to the rules. See Pa.R.J.A. 103, cmt. The 
statements contained herein are those of the Committee, not the Court.  

Background

The Committee was first asked to consider developing rules to facilitate eviction 
diversion programs, e.g., mediation, in 2021.  Housing advocates suggested rules that would 
support local eviction diversion programs and encourage informal settlement of landlord-tenant 
disputes by requiring or encouraging landlords to seek mediation prior to filing an eviction 
complaint.   

	 The Committee was informed that programs across the Commonwealth were 
encouraging landlords and tenants to resolve their differences prior to the entry of a judgment 
for possession.  The rationale for developing informal resolution procedures for landlord-tenant 
disputes is that it could remove the disgrace on tenants of an eviction judgment when seeking 
new housing, serve the interest of judicial economy by diverting cases to mediation programs, 
and address a then-anticipated increase in landlord-tenant cases following expiration of COVID-
related eviction moratoria.  Housing advocates favored local rulemaking, observing that it would 
enable local communities to maximize the impact of resources created to support tenants with 
rental assistance, aid landlords in recouping missed rental income, and ease strain on already over-
burdened emergency resources.  

Discussion

	 Preliminarily, the concept of informal resolution is not foreign in magisterial district 
courts.  The courtroom may be the first opportunity for the parties to calmly meet and discuss 
the dispute after a complaint has been filed.  One difference between a settlement conference 
and mediation is the facilitator.  The use of a mediator permits ex parte communications with the 
mediator, unlike communications with a magisterial district judge.  Further, successful mediation 
often will produce agreements that conditionally postpone eviction proceedings provided that 
the terms are met.  Indeed, the “pay and stay” concept is not new to landlord-tenant actions.  See 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 518 (Satisfaction of Order by Payment of Rent and Costs).  
	 The Committee was mindful that a mediation program cannot be imposed on judicial 
districts as an unfunded mandate.  It is anticipated that mediation programs will be funded in 
whole or in part by non-judicial entities and not the courts.  Related to the cost of mediation 
programs, an additional factor is the availability of third-party resources to offset rent arrears when 
nonpayment is the basis for eviction.  This factor can be significant to obtain landlord participation 
and commitment to the mediation process.  

	 Accordingly, the Committee recommended amendments to Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 209 
(Continuances) and a new Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 504.1 (Mediation) to authorize the promulgation of 
local rules governing mediation in residential landlord-tenant actions.  While discussing landlord-
tenant mediation programs, the Committee determined that authorization of local mediation 
programs could create the potential for conflict with Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 209, pertaining to 
continuances.  Currently, Rule 209(c) provides that, except for good cause shown, the aggregate of 
all continuances in landlord-tenant matters shall not extend beyond 30 days from the date of filing 
the landlord-tenant complaint.  The Committee agreed it would be prudent to reflect explicitly 
that continuances may extend beyond current limits when agreed to by the parties.  Therefore, 
Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 209(c) limits continuances beyond 30 days except by agreement of the parties. 
See Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 209(c)(2)(ii).  Therefore, mediation by local rule will not impermissibly 
postpone the hearing unless agreed to by the parties. 
    

Regarding Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 504.1, subdivision (a) delegates procedural responsibility to 
individual judicial districts via local rulemaking.  This approach is intended to provide maximum 
flexibility so mediation programs can be designed and implemented based upon local resources 
and need.  Additionally, the non-specific statewide rule would have minimal impact on existing 
programs in operation.
	 Subdivision (b) requires the filing of a complaint prior to mediation.  This action 
was considered necessary to subject the parties to the court’s jurisdiction and any requirement 
for mediation.  Moreover, a pre-filing mediation requirement would operate as a barrier for an 
aggrieved party to access the courts.  Any pre-filing requirement appears to be a matter of public 
policy reserved for a legislative body rather than one of procedure by the judiciary.    

	 The commentary accompanying Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. Rule 504.1 emphasizes that 
mediation should involve a neutral third party.  This language is intended to address concerns that 
mediation programs may be tilted in favor of either the tenant or landlord.
	
	 The Committee published the proposal for public comment.  See 53 Pa.B. 3822 (July 
22, 2023).  The Committee received comments both supporting and opposing the proposal.  As 
drafted, the proposal was silent on the qualifications of mediators or the approval of entities to 
conduct mediation.  In response to public comment, the Committee proposed a new subdivision 
(c) to authorize the president judge to approve entities and individuals authorized to conduct 
mediation in the judicial district.  See Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 504.1(c).  

Other commenters suggested increasing the maximum allowable time for continuances 
in landlord-tenant proceedings, absent good cause or consent of the parties, from 30 days to 
60 days citing logistics of scheduling and resolving mediations in high volume courts.  The 
Committee did not endorse this change because the current 30-day continuance allowance would 
permit the parties to explore mediation and mutually agree to further continuances, if so inclined.  

Finally, as published, the commentary to Rule 504.1 reflected that a local rule may 
address whether “initial participation in mediation is voluntary or mandatory.”   However, the 
reference to “initial participation” was found to be confusing and suggested that mediation 
could be required before filing of the complaint.  Therefore, that phrase was removed from the 
commentary.  See also Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. 504.1(b).  
          
	 The amendment and adoption become effective on October 1, 2025. 
________________________________________________________________________________

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:			   NO. 260

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS APPROVED 	 DISCIPLINARY RULES DOCKET
AS DEPOSITORIES FOR FIDUCIARY
ACCOUNTS

ORDER
PER CURIAM

	 AND NOW, this 11th day of August 2025, it is hereby Ordered that the financial institu-
tions named on the attached list are approved as depositories for fiduciary accounts in accordance 
with Pa.R.D.E. 221. 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS APPROVED AS DEPOSITORIES  
OF TRUST ACCOUNTS OF ATTORNEYS

Bank Code 	 A. 
 
595 	 Abacus Federal Savings Bank

2 	 ACNB Bank
613	 Allegent Community Federal Credit Union
375	 Altoona First Savings Bank 
376	 Ambler Savings Bank
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532	 AMERICAN BANK (PA) 
680 	 American Heritage FCU
615 	 Americhoice Federal Credit Union 
116 	 AMERISERV FINANCIAL 
648 	 Andover Bank (The)
377	 Apollo Trust Company 
 
Bank Code 	 B. 
 
558 	 Bancorp Bank (The) 
485 	 Bank of America, NA 
662	 BANK OF BIRD-IN-HAND
415 	 Bank of Landisburg (The)
596	 Bank of Princeton (The)
664	 BankUnited, NA
501 	 BELCO Community Credit Union
673	 BENCHMARK FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
652 	 Berkshire Bank
663	 BHCU
679	 BMO Bank, NA 
    5 	 BNY Mellon, NA 
392 	 Brentwood Bank 
495 	 Brown Brothers Harriman Trust Co., NA 

Bank Code 	 C. 
 
654 	 CACL Federal Credit Union 
618 	 Capital Bank, NA
675	 CENTRE 1ST BANK, A DIVISION OF  
	 OLD DOMINION NATIONAL BANK 
394 	 CFS BANK 
623 	 Chemung Canal Trust Company 
599 	 Citibank, NA 
238 	 Citizens & Northern Bank 
561 	 Citizens Bank, NA 
206 	 Citizens Savings Bank 
576 	 Clarion County Community Bank
 591 	 Clearview Federal Credit Union 
  23 	 CNB Bank 
223 	 Commercial Bank & Trust of PA 
  21 	 Community Bank (PA) 
371 	 Community Bank, NA (NY) 
132 	 Community State Bank of Orbisonia 
380 	 County Savings Bank 
536 	 Customers Bank 
 
Bank Code 	 D.  
 
339 	 Dime Bank (The) 
  27 	 Dollar Bank, FSB 
 
Bank Code 	 E. 
 
500 	 Elderton State Bank 
567 	 Embassy Bank for the Lehigh Valley 
541	 Enterprise Bank  
  28 	 Ephrata National Bank  
601 	 Esquire Bank, NA 
340 	 ESSA Bank & Trust 
 
Bank Code 	 F. 
 
629 	 1st Colonial Community Bank 
158 	 1st Summit Bank 
  31 	 F&M Trust Company – Chambersburg
658 	 Farmers National Bank of Canfield
  34 	 Fidelity Deposit & Discount Bank (The) 
583 	 Fifth Third Bank 
661	 First American Trust, FSB
643	 First Bank
174 	 First Citizens Community Bank
539 	 First Commonwealth Bank
504	 First Federal S & L Association of Greene County 
525 	 First Heritage Federal Credit Union 
  42 	 First Keystone Community Bank 
  51 	 First National Bank & Trust Company of 
 	 Newtown (The)  
  48 	 First National Bank of Pennsylvania 
426 	 First Northern Bank & Trust Company 
604 	 First Priority Bank, a division of Mid Penn Bank
592 	 FIRST RESOURCE BANK 
657 	 First United Bank & Trust 
408 	 First United National Bank 
151 	 Firstrust Savings Bank 
416 	 Fleetwood Bank
647 	 FORBRIGHT BANK
291 	 Fox Chase Bank  
241 	 Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union 

  58 	 Fulton Bank, NA 
 
Bank Code 	 G. 
 
499 	 Gratz Bank (The) 
498 	 Greenville Savings Bank 
 
Bank Code 	 H. 
 
244 	 Hamlin Bank & Trust Company 
362	 Harleysville Bank 
363	 Hatboro Federal Savings 
463 	 Haverford Trust Company (The)  
678	 HINGHAM INSTITUTION FOR SAVINGS
606 	 Hometown Bank of Pennsylvania 
  68 	 Honesdale National Bank (The) 
605 	 Huntington National Bank (The) 
608 	 Hyperion Bank 
 
Bank Code 	 I. 
 
669	 Industrial Bank
365 	 InFirst Bank 
668	 Inspire FCU
557 	 Investment Savings Bank 
526 	 Iron Workers Savings Bank 

Bank Code 	 J. 

127 	 Jim Thorpe Neighborhood Bank 
488 	 Jonestown Bank & Trust Company
191	 Journey Bank
659 	 JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA 
  72 	 JUNIATA VALLEY BANK (THE) 

Bank Code 	 K. 

651 	 KeyBank NA 
414 	 Kish Bank  
 
Bank Code 	 L. 

Bank Code 	 M. 

361	 M&T Bank
510	 Marion Center Bank  
387	 Marquette Savings Bank 
367		  Mauch Chunk Trust Company 
511	 MCS (Mifflin County Savings) Bank 
641	 Members 1st Federal Credit Union 
555	 Mercer County State Bank 
192	 Merchants Bank of Bangor
671	 Merchants Bank of Indiana 
610	 MERIDIAN BANK 
294	 Mid Penn Bank
677	 Middletown Valley Bank	  
276	 MIFFLINBURG BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
457	 Milton Savings Bank 

Bank Code 	 N. 
 
433 	 National Bank of Malvern 168 	 NBT Bank, NA 
347 	 Neffs National Bank (The) 
434 	 NEW TRIPOLI BANK 
  15 	 NexTier Bank, NA 
666	 Northern Trust Co. 
439 	 Northumberland National Bank (The) 
  93 	 Northwest Bank 

Bank Code 	 O. 
 
653 	 OceanFirst Bank 
489 	 OMEGA Federal Credit Union 
  94 	 Orrstown Bank 
Bank Code 	 P. 
 
598 	 PARKE BANK 
  40 	 Penn Community Bank 
540 	 PennCrest Bank 
419 	 Pennian Bank 
447 	 Peoples Security Bank & Trust Company 
556 	 Philadelphia Federal Credit Union
448 	 Phoenixville Federal Bank & Trust
665	 Pinnacle Bank 
  79 	 PNC Bank, NA 
449 	 Port Richmond Savings
354	 Presence Bank 
451 	 Progressive-Home Federal Savings & Loan
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 	 Association
637 	 Provident Bank 
491 	 PS Bank 

Bank Code 	 Q. 
 
107 	 QNB Bank 
560 	 Quaint Oak Bank 
 
Bank Code 	 R. 
452 	 Reliance Savings Bank 

Bank Code 	 S. 
153 	 S & T Bank 
316 	 Santander Bank, NA 
460	 Second Federal S & L Association of 
	 Philadelphia 
646 	 Service 1st Federal Credit Union 
458	 Sharon Bank 
462 	 Slovenian Savings & Loan Association of 
 	 Franklin-Conemaugh 
486 	 SOMERSET TRUST COMPANY 
633 	 SSB Bank 
122	 Susquehanna Community Bank

Bank Code 	 T. 

638 	 3Hill Credit Union
143 	 TD Bank, NA 
656	 Tioga Franklin Savings Bank 
182 	 Tompkins Community Bank
660	 Top Tier FCU 
609 	 Tristate Capital Bank
672	 Truist Bank
640 	 TruMark Financial Credit Union 
467 	 Turbotville National Bank (The) 
 
Bank Code 	 U. 
 
483 	 UNB Bank 
481 	 Union Building and Loan Savings Bank
634 	 United Bank, Inc. 
472 	 United Bank of Philadelphia 
475 	 United Savings Bank 600 	 Unity Bank 
232 	 Univest Bank & Trust Co. 

Bank Code 	 V. 
 
611 	 Victory Bank (The)

Bank Code 	 W. 
 
119 	 Washington Financial Bank 
121	 Wayne Bank
676	 Webster Bank
631 	 WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
553	 WesBanco Bank, Inc. 
494 	 West View Savings Bank 
473 	 Westmoreland Federal S & L Association 
272 	 Woodlands Bank 
573	 Woori America Bank 
630 	 WSFS (Wilmington Savings Fund Society), FSB 

Bank Code 	 X. 

Bank Code 	 Y. 
 
Bank Code 	 Z. 

PLATINUM LEADER BANKS

The HIGHLIGHTED ELIGIBLE INSTITUTIONS are Platinum Leader Banks – Institutions 
that go above and beyond eligibility requirements to foster the IOLTA Program.  These 
Institutions pay a net yield at the higher of 1% or 75 percent of the Federal Funds Target Rate on 
all PA IOLTA accounts.  They are committed to ensuring the success of the IOLTA Program and 
increased funding for legal aid. 

IOLTA EXEMPTION

Exemptions are not automatic. If you believe you qualify, you must apply by sending a written 
request to the IOLTA Board’s executive director: 601 Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 2400, P.O. 
Box 62445, Harrisburg, PA  17106-2445. If you have questions concerning IOLTA or exemptions 
from IOLTA, please visit their website at www.paiolta.org or call the IOLTA Board at (717) 238-
2001 or (888) PAIOLTA. 

August 2025

______________________________________________________________
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN DISTRICT OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 
IN RE:  PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF : No. 641 Judicial Administration Docket
THE THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S 
EXPANSION OF PRE-EXISTING 
CENTRAL COURT PURSUANT TO 
PA.R.CRIM.P. NO. 131 (B) 	

ORDER 
 PER CURIAM 

AND NOW, this 29th day of July, 2025, upon consideration of the Motion for 
Reconsideration and Request for Argument Pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 2543 from this Court’s per 
curiam order dated June 20, 2025, it is ORDERED that the Motion is DENIED.   

_____________________________________________________________
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:					     NO. 643

INTERIM POLICY ON THE USE OF 	 JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION DOCKET
GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE BY JUDICIAL
 OFFICERS AND COURT PERSONNEL

ORDER

PER CURIAM
AND NOW, this 9th day of September, 2025, upon the recommendation of the 

Artificial Intelligence Advisory Committee, it is ORDERED that the Interim Policy on the Use of 
Generative Artificial Intelligence by Judicial Officers and Court Personnel is approved in the attached 
form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and the Policy shall 
be effective December 8, 2025.

______________________

INTERIM POLICY ON THE USE OF GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE BY JUDICIAL OFFICERS AND COURT PERSONNEL

Section 1: Definitions

A.	 “Administrative Records” includes notes, memoranda, correspondence, drafts, 
worksheets, and work product of Personnel of the Unified Judicial System, whether 
maintained in paper or electronic formats.

B.	 “Artificial Intelligence” (“AI”) means the capability of computer systems or algo-
rithms to imitate intelligent human behavior.1

C.	 “Case Records” are documents for any case filed with, accepted, and maintained 
by a court or custodian or any dockets, indices, and documents (such as orders, 
opinions, judgments, decrees, transcripts, and case exhibits) for any case created and 
maintained by a court or custodian. This definition applies equally to case records 
maintained in paper and electronic formats.

D.	 “Leadership” means the Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, the President Judge of each 
appellate court and judicial district, and the Court Administrator of Pennsylvania, or 
their designees.

E.	 “Personnel of the Unified Judicial System” (“Personnel”) includes (1) all state-level 
court employees including contractors of the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania 
Courts (“AOPC”), (2) all judicial officers of the Unified Judicial System as defined 
in 42 Pa.C.S. Section 102, including those granted senior status, and their staff, (3) 
all employees of boards, committees, and court-related panels established by the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and (4) all county-level court employees who are 
under the supervision and authority of the President Judge of a judicial district of 
Pennsylvania.

F.	 “Generative Artificial Intelligence” (“GenAI”) means algorithms and/or computer 
processes that use artificial intelligence to generate text, audio, or images based on 
user prompts. These systems may be (and, presently, mostly are) trained on sets of 
data from the Internet or proprietary sources.

G.	 “Non-Public Information” includes any and all information that is restricted by 
federal law, state law, policy, and other relevant legal authority. For examples, see 
Sections 9.0 and 10.0 of the Case Records Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial Sys-
tem of Pennsylvania, and Section 3.00 of the Electronic Case Record Public Access Policy 
of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania. For further information on restrictions 
to public access of Unified Judicial System case records, please refer to the Limits on 
Public Access to Unified Judicial System Case Records posted at the Unified Judicial Sys-
tem Webpage.

H.	 “Non-Secured AI System” means an AI system that does not protect and guarantee 
the confidentiality of data or documents entered into the system by users. This 
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includes a system that retains user documents or data, and a system that may use 

I.	 user documents and data to train an AI system or may release user documents and 
data to third parties.

J.	 “Secured AI System” means an AI system that protects the confidentiality and privi-
lege of all data and documents entered in the system by users. Secured AI Systems 
do not retain any such data or documents entered into the system, do not transfer or 
sell such data or documents to third parties, and do not expose such data or docu-
ments to the public domain. A “Secured AI System” may include a vendor’s use of 
a subcontractor if all data and documents entered into the system remain subject to 
the requirements and limitations specified in this paragraph.

K.	 “UJS Technology Resources” means any and all computer equipment, mobile devic-
es, software, network systems, telecommunications equipment and systems, email 
and messaging systems, data storage, hardware, peripherals, and other electronic 
systems and devices owned, leased, provided, and/or used by the Unified Judicial 
System (“UJS”). For purposes of this Policy, this term includes a personal device 
used by Personnel for work related purposes.

Section 2: Statement of General Policy

A.	 This Policy applies to Personnel using GenAI on UJS Technology Resources. 
The purpose of this Policy is to promote and ensure the safe and appropriate use of 
GenAI by Personnel.

B.	 Leadership is responsible for ensuring Personnel of the Unified Judicial 
System who fall under their supervision and authority comply with this Policy.

Section 3: Authorization and Use of GenAI Tools

A. Personnel are authorized to use GenAI for work only as set forth in this Policy.

B. Personnel may only use or install GenAI tools approved by Leadership on UJS Tech-
nology Resources.

C. Although use of a GenAI tool may be approved by Leadership, Personnel may be 
required to seek supervisory approval for the use of a GenAI tool or at a minimum dis-
close use of a GenAI tool in their work product.

D. Personnel are permitted to use their work email or word-processing accounts to use 
approved GenAI tools.

E. Personnel may only use GenAI as permitted by this Policy if the use does not vio-
late other policies, rules, regulations or statutes. Permitted uses of GenAI by Personnel 
include, but are not limited to, the following:

i. to summarize documents;

ii. to conduct preliminary legal research, provided the GenAI tool used was 
trained on a comprehensive, up-to-date collection of reputable legal authori-
ties;

iii. to draft initial versions of documents, such as communications, and 
memoranda;

iv. to edit and assess the readability of public documents; and

v. to provide interactive chatbots or similar services to the public and self- 
represented litigants.

Section 4: Responsibilities of Personnel
A. When using GenAI, Personnel shall comply with all ethical and professional conduct 
rules and UJS policies, including but not limited to: the Code of Judicial Conduct, the 
Rules Governing Standards of Conduct of Magisterial District Judges, the Code of Con-
duct for the Employees of the Unified Judicial System, and the Rules of Professional 
Conduct.

B. When using GenAI, Personnel shall comply with all applicable laws (e.g., Person-
nel must ensure that copyrighted material is fairly used and properly attributed).

C. Personnel must become proficient in the technical capabilities and limitations of 
GenAI tools before using them and must maintain competence to continue to use them.

D. Personnel are responsible for the accuracy of their work and for compliance with 
this Policy.

COMMENTARY

Regarding Subsection A, Personnel shall observe high standards of conduct when 
they use GenAI so as to safeguard the judiciary’s integrity and independence.

When using GenAI, Personnel must be cognizant that the systems may not con-
sider nuances humans take into consideration. In addition, GenAI systems may be trained on 
biased material and generate biased content or harmful material. Furthermore, GenAI tools 
merely predict a probable outcome. Some of those predictions may be inaccurate because 
they have little or no basis in fact or reality (commonly referred to as “hallucinations”).

Personnel must understand the limitations of GenAI tools and review GenAI 
output for accuracy, completeness, and potentially biased or inaccurate content. To repeat: 
humans must review GenAI output and Personnel are responsible for the accuracy of any 
GenAI information incorporated into their work.

Section 5: Permitted Use of GenAI

A.  Personnel may share with a secured AI system any case records, administrative 
records, or information provided that the shared information will be treated in a 
confidential and privileged manner. This means the secured AI system provider and 
its vendors will not use the records or information to train an AI system, share the 
records or information with unauthorized third parties, or expose the records or 
information to the public domain.

B.  Personnel shall not share any non-public information with non-secured AI systems.

COMMENTARY

Personnel are responsible for identifying non-public information. Personnel shall 
assume that case records, administrative records, and information will not be treated as con-
fidential and privileged once entered into a non-secured AI system.

Any questions by Personnel regarding the use of GenAI should be raised through 
appropriate supervisory channels.

Section 6: Policy Implementation and Enforcement

Leadership in each court shall use due diligence to ensure compliance with this 
Policy, including thoroughly reviewing any contract with a vendor, as well as any end user 
licensing agreement during the procurement process.

COMMENTARY

For those contracts and end user licensing agreements entered into prior to the 
effective date of this Policy, Leadership shall review them to determine if Personnel are able 
to continue to use the services and products. In some judicial districts where non- judicial 
county personnel are responsible for technology contracts, Leadership must ensure that all 
GenAI tools comply with this Policy before authorizing their use. Areas for consideration 
should include whether the AI system vendor and any subcontractors retain any data, wheth-
er the AI system is a secured or non-secured system, the security of the system transmission 
pathways, whether the contract permits the vendor and any downstream subcontractors to 
view or use the content, and whether the content is exposed to the public domain.

_______________________________________________________________
1 “Artificial intelligence.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.mer-
riam- webster.com/dictionary/artificial%20intelligence. Accessed 10 Mar. 2025.

_________________________________________________________________________________
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:		  NO. 768
ORDER AMENDING RULE 4003.6  CIVIL PROCEDURAL RULES DOCKET 
OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RULES  
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

ORDER
PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 27th day of August, 2025, upon the recommendation of the Civil 
Procedural Rules Committee; the proposal having been submitted without publication pursuant to 
Pa.R.J.A. 103(a)(3):

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania that 
Rule 4003.6 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure is amended in the attached form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
immediately
Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined. 
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets.
Rule 4003.6. Discovery of Treating Physician.

(a)	 General Rule.  Information may be obtained from the treating physician of a 
party only upon written consent of that party or through a method of discov-
ery authorized by this chapter. 

(b)	 Exception.  This rule shall not prevent an attorney from obtaining informa-
tion from:
(1) 	 the attorney’s client[,];
(2) 	 an employee of the attorney’s client[,]; or
(3) 	 an ostensible employee of the attorney’s client.

Comment:	 Practitioners should be aware of the overlap between the requirements 
of this rule and the Rules of Professional Conduct regarding the procedural and ethical 
ramifications when a firm represents a treating physician or has preexisting attorney-client 
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relationships with multiple physicians, at least one of whom it represents in connection 
with a medical professional liability action.  See Mertis v. Oh, 317 A.3d 529 (Pa. 2024) (hold-
ing that (1) information may be considered to have been obtained, for purposes of the rule, 
by imputation from one attorney at a law firm to another attorney at the same firm, and (2) 
an attorney cannot avail himself or herself of the “attorney’s client exception” pursuant to 
subdivision (b) by initiating an attorney-client relationship with a treating physician if the 
attorney would be otherwise subject to the restrictions of the rule as to that treating physi-
cian).

_________________________________
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE
ADOPTION REPORT

Amendment of Pa.R.Civ.P. 4003.6
On August 27, 2025, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania amended Pennsylvania Rule of 

Civil Procedure 4003.6 relating to discovery of a treating physician.  The Civil Procedural Rules 
Committee has prepared this Adoption Report describing the rulemaking process.  An Adoption 
Report should not be confused with Comments to the rules.  See Pa.R.J.A. 103, cmt.  The state-
ments contained herein are those of the Committee, not the Court.	
	 Pa.R.Civ.P. 4003.6 generally prohibits obtaining information from the treating physician 
of a party unless the party has provided written consent or through another method of discovery 
authorized by Pa.R.Civ.P. 4001 et seq.  The rule also sets forth exceptions to that general rule and 
allows an attorney to obtain information from “the attorney’s client, an employee of the attorney’s 
client, or an ostensible employee of the attorney’s client.”  Pa.R.Civ.P. 4003.6(1)-(3).  
	 In Mertis v. Oh, 317 A.3d 529 (Pa. 2024), the Supreme Court was asked to determine 
whether the rule expressly permitted defense counsel in a medical malpractice case to communi-
cate directly with the plaintiff’s treating physicians, who are represented by attorneys in the same 
firm as defense counsel.  Mertis, 317 A.3d at 531.  The Court concluded that obtaining informa-
tion under these circumstances was not permitted under the rule because, under the Rules of 
Professional Conduct, information known by one attorney is imputed to all other members of the 
same law firm.  Id. at 544.  Further, the Court found that the rule also prevented the attorney for 
the treating physician from initiating that attorney-client relationship.  Id. at 545.
	 In light of this opinion, Pa.R.Civ.P. 4003.6 has been amended to add commentary 
acknowledging the holding in Mertis and advising readers of the overlap between Pa.R.Civ.P. 
4003.6 and the Rules of Professional Conduct and the procedural and ethical ramifications 
involved when a firm represents a treating physician or has preexisting attorney-client relationships 
with multiple physicians at least one of whom it represents in a medical malpractice action.  Minor 
restyling amendments have also been made to the rule text.
	 The proposal was not published for comment because the amendments are technical in 
nature and do not affect current practice or procedure.  The amendments become effective imme-
diately.
__________________________________________________________________________

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN RE:			                   NO. 1018 
ORDER AMENDING RULE 803.1   SUPREME COURT RULES DOCKET 
OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RULES  
OF EVIDENCE

 ORDER
PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 22nd day of July, 2025, upon the recommendation of the Committee 
on Rules of Evidence; the proposal having been submitted without publication pursuant to 
Pa.R.J.A. 103(a)(3):

It is Ordered pursuant to Article V, Section 10 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania that 
Rule 803.1 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence is amended in the attached form.

This Order shall be processed in accordance with Pa.R.J.A. 103(b), and shall be effective 
October 1, 2025.
Additions to the rule are shown in bold and are underlined. 
Deletions from the rule are shown in bold and brackets.

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
COMMITTEE ON RULES OF EVIDENCE

ADOPTION REPORT
Amendment of Pa.R.E. 803.1

On July 22, 2025, the Supreme Court amended the Comment to Pa.R.E. 803.1 concern-
ing the comparison with F.R.E. 803(5).  The Committee on Rules of Evidence has prepared this 
Adoption Report describing the rulemaking process.  An Adoption Report should not be confused 
with Comments to the rules.  See Pa.R.J.A. 103, cmt.  The statements contained herein are those of 
the Committee, not the Court.

Statements in the Comment summarizing the requirements of F.R.E. 803(5) have 
been deleted and replaced with quoted language from both the federal rule and its correspond-
ing Advisory Committee Note.  This manner of quotation avoids interpreting the federal rule.  
Additionally, quoting from F.R.E. 803(5), a new sentence has been added to the Comment to make 
clear that Pa.R.E. 803.1(3) and F.R.E. 803(5) differ with respect to admitting recorded recollec-
tions as an exhibit.  

Additionally, the following commentary has been removed:
Official Note:  Adopted May 8, 1998, effective October 1, 1998; amended 
March 10, 2000, effective July 1, 2000; rescinded and replaced January 17, 
2013, effective March 18, 2013; amended March 1, 2017, effective April 1, 
2017.
Committee Explanatory Reports:
   	 Final Report explaining the amendment to paragraph (1) and the 
updates to the Comment to paragraph (1) published with the Court’s Order at 
30 Pa.B. 1646 (March 25, 2000).  Final Report explaining the January 17, 2013 
rescission and replacement published with the Court’s Order at 43 Pa.B. 651 
(February 2, 2013).  Final Report explaining the March 1, 2107 revision of the 
Comment and addition of paragraph (4) published with the Court’s Order at 
47 Pa.B. 1627 (March 18, 2017).

***
The amendment was not published for comment because it is technical in nature and 

does not affect practice or procedure.  This amendment becomes effective on October 1, 2025.         

Rule 803.1.  Exceptions to the Rule Against Hearsay-Testimony of Declarant

                     Necessary.

	 The following statements are not excluded by the rule against hearsay if the declarant 

testifies and is subject to cross-examination about the prior statement:

*	 *	 *

(3)  	 Recorded Recollection of Declarant-Witness.   A memorandum 

or record made or adopted by a declarant-witness that:

(A)   	 is on a matter the declarant-witness once knew about but 

now cannot recall well enough to testify fully and accu-

rately;

(B)   	 was made or adopted by the declarant-witness when the 

matter was fresh in his or her memory; and

(C)   	 the declarant-witness testifies accurately reflects his or her 

knowledge at the time when made.

If admitted, the memorandum or record may be read into evidence and 

received as an exhibit[,] but may be shown to the jury only in exceptional cir-

cumstances or when offered by an adverse party.

Comment:  Pa.R.E. 803.1(3) is similar to F.R.E. 803(5)[,] but differs in the following 

ways:

1.	 Pennsylvania treats a statement meeting the requirements of Pa.R.E. 

803.1(3) as an exception to the hearsay rule in which the testimony 

of the declarant is necessary.  [F.R.E. 803(5) treats this as an 

exception regardless of the availability of the declarant.  This 

differing organization is consistent with Pennsylvania law.] The 

Federal Rule differs in that recorded recollections “are not 

excluded by the rule against hearsay, regardless of whether the 

declarant is available as a witness.”  F.R.E. 803(5).  

2.	 Pa.R.E. 803.1(3)(C) makes clear that, to qualify a recorded recollec-

tion as an exception to the hearsay rule, the witness must testify that 

the memorandum or record correctly reflects the knowledge that the 

witness once had.  In other words, the witness must vouch for the 

reliability of the record.  The Federal Rule [is ambiguous on this 

point and the applicable federal cases are conflicting] does not 

“spell out the method of establishing the initial knowledge or 

the contemporaneity and accuracy of the record, leaving them 

to be dealt with as the circumstances of the particular case 

might indicate.”  F.R.E. 803, Note of Advisory Committee.

3.	 Pa.R.E. 803.1(3) allows the memorandum or record to be received 

as an exhibit[,] and grants the trial judge discretion to show it to 

the jury in exceptional circumstances, even when not offered by an 

adverse party.  In federal court, “[i]f admitted, the record may 

be read into evidence but may be received as an exhibit only if 

offered by an adverse party.”  F.R.E. 803(5).

Pa.R.E. 803.1(3) is consistent with Pennsylvania law.  See Commonwealth v. Cargo, 444 A.2d 639 (Pa. 

1982).

*	 *	 *

[Official Note:  Adopted May 8, 1998, effective October 1, 1998; amended March 10, 2000, 

effective July 1, 2000; rescinded and replaced January 17, 2013, effective March 18, 2013; 

amended March 1, 2017, effective April 1, 2017.

Committee Explanatory Reports:

   	 Final Report explaining the amendment to paragraph (1) and the updates to the 

Comment to paragraph (1) published with the Court’s Order at 30 Pa.B. 1646 (March 25, 

2000).  Final Report explaining the January 17, 2013 rescission and replacement published 

with the Court’s Order at 43 Pa.B. 651 (February 2, 2013).  Final Report explaining the March 

1, 2107 revision of the Comment and addition of paragraph (4) published with the Court’s 

Order at 47 Pa.B. 1627 (March 18, 2017).]
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Public Notice Appointment of New Magistrate Judge in the  
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania is seeking applica-
tions for the position of full-time United States Magistrate Judge to be based in Philadelphia. 
The appointee may be required to preside at court sessions to be held at Reading, Philadelphia, 
Allentown, and Easton.

The duties of the position are demanding and wide-ranging, and will include, among others: (1) 
conduct of most preliminary proceedings in criminal cases; (2) trial and disposition of misde-
meanor cases; (3) conduct of various pretrial matters and evidentiary proceedings on delegation 
from a district judge; and (4) trial and disposition of civil cases upon consent of the litigants. The 
basic authority of a United States magistrate judge is specified in 28 U.S.C. § 636.
To be qualified for appointment an applicant must:

1. Be, and have been for at least five years, a member in good standing of the bar of the highest 
court of a state, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Territory of 
Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, or the Virgin Islands of the United 
States, and have been engaged in the active practice of law for a period of at least five years;

2. Be competent to perform all the duties of the office; be of good moral character; be emotionally 
stable and mature; be committed to equal justice under the law; be in good health; be patient and 
courteous; and be capable of deliberation and decisiveness;

3. Be less than seventy years old; and

4. Not be related to a judge of the district court.

A merit selection panel composed of attorneys and other members of the community will review 
all applicants and recommend to the district judges in confidence the persons it considers best 
qualified. The court will make the appointment following an FBI full-field investigation and an 
IRS tax check of the applicant selected by the court for appointment. The individual selected must 
comply with the financial disclosure requirements
pursuant to the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, Pub. L. No. 95-521, 90 Stat. 1824 (1978) 
(codified at 5 U.S.C. app. 4 §§ 101-111) as implemented by the Judicial Conference of the United 
States. The current annual salary of the position is $227,608.00. The term of office is eight (8) 
years.

The application is available on the court’s web site at https://www.paed.uscourts.gov/ Only appli-
cants may submit applications and applications must be received by Friday, January 9, 2026.

All applications will be kept confidential, unless the applicant consents to disclosure, and all ap-
plications will be examined only by members of the merit selection panel and the judges of the 
district court. The panel’s deliberations will remain confidential.

Applications must be submitted by email to Paed_Apply@paed.uscourts.gov with the subject line 
“Magistrate Judge Application.” An /s/ or e-signature on the application will be accepted.

Applications will only be accepted by email. Applications sent by mail will not be considered. Due 
to the overwhelming number of applications expected, applicants should not contact the court 
regarding the status of their application.

APPLICATION FORM
UNITEDSTATESMAGISTRATEJUDGE

Please answer all questions. If a question is not applicable, indicate this by marking “N/A.” This 
form is fillable using Adobe Acrobat. If handwritten, please legibly print your answers. Should 
you need more space for an answer, please attach additional sheet(s) of paper, including your 
name at the top of each additional page and referencing the question number. Submit a cover 
letter indicating your interest in the position, a completed application form, and any support-
ing documentation in a single PDF via e-mail to paed_apply@paed.uscourts.gov. In complete 
applications will not be considered. Applications must be received by Friday, January 9, 2026.

1.	 Full name:	

E-mail:	

2.	 All other names by which you have been known:	

3.	 Office address:	

City:	 State:	
	
Zip:	

Telephone:	

4.	 Residential address:	
City:	
State:	
	
Zip:	

Telephone:	

5.	 Place of birth:	  
Date of birth:	

6.	 Length of residence in state:	

7.	 If you are a naturalized citizen, state the date and place of naturalization:

8.	 Military service:

Branch:	 	
Dates:	

Rank or Rate at Discharge:	 	  
Type of Discharge:	

If still a Reserve or National Guard member, give service, branch, unit, and present rank:

9.	 Are you related by blood or marriage to any judges of this court?	  
□ Yes □ No	  
If yes, give name(s) and relationship:		
	

HEALTH	

10.	 What is the present state of your health?

11.	 Do you have any mental or physical impairment that would affect your ability to perform the 
duties of a magistrate judge with or without reasonable accommodation?

EDUCATION	

12.	 Colleges and universities attended, dates, and degrees:

13.	 Continuing legal education courses completed within the last 10 years:

HONORS

14.	 Were you a member of law review?	 □Yes□No. If yes, describe role:

15.	 If you have published any legal books or articles, list them, giving citations and dates.

 
16.	 List any honors, prizes, or awards you have received.

PROFESSIONAL ADMISSIONS	

17.	 List all courts (including state bar admissions) and administrative bodies having  
special  admission requirements in which you are presently admitted to practice,  
giving the dates of admission in each case:

Court or Administrative Body	
Date of Admission

LAW PRACTICE	

18.	 State the names, addresses, and dates of employment for all law firms with which you 
have been associated in practice, all government agencies, and all private business orga-
nizations in which you have been employed. Also provide all dates during which you 
have practiced as a sole practitioner.

Organization	 Address	
Position	 Dates

19.	 Describe the general nature of your current practice including any legal specialties and  
character of your typical clients; also, if your practice is substantially different now than  
previously, give details of prior practice.

20.	 a) Do you appear regularly in court?	 □Yes	 □No

b)	What percentage of your appearances in the last five years were in:

Federal courts	
	
% State or local courts of record	
	
% Administrative bodies	
	
% Other	
%	

21.	 During the past five years, what percentage of your practice has been trial practice?              %

GENERAL
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22.	 How frequently have you appeared in court?	 times per month.

23.	 How frequently have you appeared at administrative hearings?	
times per month.

24.	 What percentage of your practice involving litigation has been:

Civil	 	 %
Criminal	 	 %
Other:	 	 %

	 %
	 %
	 %

25.	 State the number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of record during the past 
five years, indicating whether you were sole, associate, or chief counsel. Give citations of 
any reported cases.

26.	 Summarize your courtroom experience for the past five years.

27.	 State the names and addresses of adversary counsel against whom you have litigated 
your primary cases over the past fiveyears.

PUBLIC OFFICE	

28.	 Have you ever run for, or held, public office?	 □Yes	 □No.	  
If yes, give details.

PRIOR JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE	

29.	 a) Have you ever held judicial office or been a candidate for judicia loffice? If so, 
state the courts involved and the dates of service, or dates of candidacy.

a)	 If you have held judicial office, state the names and addresses of counsel who 
have appeared before you who would be knowledgeable of your work, tempera-
ment, and abilities.

b)	 Prior quasi-judicial service:

Name of agency:	

Position held:	

Hearings on what types of issues:	

Number of cases adjudicated:	

Dates of service:	

BUSINESS INVOLVEMENT

30.	 a)If you are now an officer, director, or other wise engaged in the management of 
any business enterprise, state the name of such enterprise, the nature of the busi-
ness, the nature of your duties, and whether you intend to resign such position 
immediately upon your appointment to judicialoffice.

a)	 Since being admitted to the Bar, have you ever engaged in any occupation, busi-
ness, or profession other than the practice of law?

□Yes	 No	 If yes, give the details, including dates.

b)	 During the past five years have you received any fees or compensation of any 
kind, other than for legal services rendered, from any business enterprise, 
 institution, organization, or association of any kind?

□Yes	 □No

If yes, identify the source of such compensation, the nature of the business 
enterprise, institution, organization or association involved, and the dates 
such compensation was paid.

31.	 a)Have you ever been arrested, charged, or convicted for violation of any federal 
law, state law, county or municipal law, regulation, or ordinance?

□Yes	 □No

If yes, give details. (Do not include traffic violations for which a fine of $200 
or less was imposed unless it also included a jail sentence.)

a)	 Have you,to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state or local investigation for 
possible violation of a criminal statute?

□Yes	 □No	 If yes, give particulars.

32.	 a) Have you ever been sued by a client?

□Yes	 □No	 If yes, give particulars.
a)	 Have you or your professional liability insurance carrier ever settled a claim 
against you for professional malpractice?

□Yes	 □No	 If yes, give particulars, including the amounts 
involved.

33.	 Have you ever been charged in any civil or criminal proceedings with conduct 
alleged to involve moral turpitude, dishonesty, or unethical conduct?

□Yes	 □No	 If yes, give particulars.
34.	 Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breachof ethics or unprofessional 

conduct by any court, administrative agency, bar association, or other profes-
sional group?

□Yes	 □No	 If yes, give particulars.

35.	 Have you filed appropriate tax returns as required by federal, state, local, and other govern-
ment authorities?

□Yes	 □No	 If no, explain.

36.	 Have any liens or claims ever been instituted against you by the federal, state, or local authori-
ties?

□Yes	 □No	 If yes, explain.
PROFESSIONAL AND OTHER ACTIVITIES	

37.	 a) List all bar associations and legal professional societies of which you are a  
member and give the titles and dates of any office you have held in such 
groups, and committees to which you belonged.

a)	 List all organizations and clubs, other than bar associations and professional societies identi-
fied in response to Question No. 37. a), of which you have been a member during the past 
ten years, including the titles and dates of any offices you have held in each such organiza-
tion.

b)	 Have you ever served on a merit selection panel to consider the appointment or reappoint-
ment of a United States magistrate judge in this district? If yes, please provide date(s) or  
appointment(s).

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION	

38.	 State any achievements or actions you have accomplished, demonstrating your com-
mitment to equal justice under the law.

39.	 State any additional education or other experiences you believe would assist you in holding  
judicial office.

40.	 State any other pertinent information reflecting positively or adversely on you, which 
you believe should be disclosed to the district court and the selection panel inc 
onnection with your possible selection asUnited States magistrate judge.

41.	 a)List three individuals as references who arefamiliar with your abilities. 
Name Address Telephone 
Name Address Telephone 
Name                                                          Address                                                    Tele-
phone

a)	 List three individuals as references who are familiar 
with your personal character.  
Name Address Telephone 
Name                              Address                               
Telephone

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT	
This form will be kept confidential and will be examined only by members of the merit selection panel 
and the judges of the district court. The individuals whom you have listed as references above may be 
contacted by the panel, but no other employers, colleagues, or other individuals will be contacted with 
out your prior approval.

I declare under penalty of perjury thatthe foregoing is true and correct.
Signature of Applicant	
Date

□
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Your source for experts, consultants & litigation support services.
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